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Preface  
 
At some point in life, every thoughtful person is expected to 
grapple with questions such as: Why am I here? Where did I 
come from? Where am I going? Yet, I suspect that billions 
of people on this planet may have never paused to seriously 
ask themselves these foundational questions. Many live and 
die without truly considering where they came from, why 
they were placed on this earth, and what awaits them 
beyond it. 
 
Clarity in answering these questions is not a luxury, it is 
essential. It gives life meaning, provides a foundation for 
decision-making, helps us endure trials, directs our efforts 
toward what truly matters, and shields us from being 
consumed by distractions or trivial pursuits. Without this 
clarity, life can feel disjointed, superficial, or even 
meaningless. 
 
In my personal search for answers, I found that these 
fundamental questions naturally gave rise to four deeper, 
more specific ones: 
 

1. What is the purpose of our lives on earth? 
2. What is the nature of this life on earth? 
3. What is our role in fulfilling the purpose of our lives? 
4. What traits and qualities must we develop to fulfill 

our role and achieve our purpose on earth? 
 
Since neither humanity nor the universe had any  
Since neither humanity nor the universe chose to exist, the 
answers to these questions cannot be found solely within 
human thought. They must come from the One who created 
us and willed us into existence, the Creator of the universe. 
It is only through a revelation from Him that we can 
understand His purpose for us, His expectations, and the 
path to fulfillment and success. 
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But a challenge arises: many people throughout history 
have claimed to possess divine revelation. Which of these 
revelations is authentic? How can we identify the true 
message from the Creator, the one that genuinely holds the 
answers we seek? 
 
If we believe that the Creator possesses perfect knowledge 
and wisdom, then His revelation should be self-evident, 
recognizable with sincerity and minimal confusion. To begin, 
we must examine the major texts whose followers believe 
them to be divine in origin. There are four major scriptures, 
available in English and followed by more than 70% of the 
world’s population: 
 

• The Vedas, followed by Hindus 
• The Old Testament (Torah), followed by Jews and 

Christians 
• The New Testament, followed by Christians 
• The Qur’an, followed by Muslims 

 
In the first chapter of this book, I offer an approach to 
identifying the most authentic among these revelations, not 
through blind faith, but through reasoned exploration. Once 
this foundation is established, the subsequent chapters 
present the answers to our four essential questions, 
grounded in the guidance of the confirmed divine revelation. 
 
 

Dr. Mamdouh M. Salama 
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Important Notes to the Reader 
 

1. Inclusivity of Address: 
All subjects discussed in this book apply to both 
males and females. The pronoun “he” is used solely 
for linguistic convenience, avoiding repetitive usage 
of “he/she” or “his/her.” 

 
2. The Proper Name of God: 

The proper name of God, the Creator of the 
universe, is Allah. This term is not exclusive to 
Muslims; it is also used by Christians and Jews in 
the Arab world, even before the advent of Islam. For 
instance, the opening phrase of Exodus in the Arabic 
Bible reads: 

 ”,فِي الْبدَْءِ خَلقََ اللهُ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالأرَْضَ “

which translates to, “In the beginning Allah 
created the heavens and the earth.” 
Unfortunately, English translations have replaced 
“Allah” with “God,” resulting in the phrase: “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” 

 
3. Use of the Name “Allah”: 

In this book, the name Allah will always be used 
when referring to mentions in the Qur’an or the 
sayings of the Prophet (PBUH). It will not be 
translated into “God.” The name “Allah” is preferred 
over “God” or “Lord” because Allah is genderless 
and has no plural form. When the pronoun “We” is 
used for Allah in the Qur’an, it signifies the majestic 
plural, denoting His supreme grandeur and power, 
while affirming His absolute oneness. 

 
4. Translations of the Qur’an and Hadith: 

Since the Qur’an was revealed in Arabic and the 
Prophet’s sayings were expressed in Arabic, any 
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English translation represents the translator’s 
interpretation, which is inherently limited compared 
to the richness of the original language. This is why 
a single verse may appear differently in various 
translations. Allah’s words carry layers of meaning, 
far beyond what one English word can convey. This 
is emphasized in the Qur’an: 

o “If all the trees on earth were pens, and the 
ocean (were ink), with seven more oceans 
replenishing it, the words of Allah would 
never be exhausted.” (Surah Luqman 31:27) 

o “Say, if the ocean were ink for (writing) the 
words of my Lord, the ocean would be 
exhausted before the words of my Lord were 
finished, even if We brought another like it as 
a supplement.” (Surah Al-Kahf 18:109) 

 
5. PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him): 

“PBUH” stands for “Peace Be Upon Him,” a phrase 
of respect and reverence that is said upon 
mentioning the name of any Prophet. 

 
6. The Beautiful Names of Allah: 

Not all of the Glorious Names of Allah are analyzed 
in this edition of the book. Insha’Allah (God willing), 
the remaining Names will be discussed in future 
editions. 
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Introduction 
 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the 
Most Merciful.  All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the 
worlds. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet 
Muhammad, his family, and all his noble companions. 
 
This book is not merely an academic study of the 
Beautiful Names of Allah, nor is it a dry theological 
treatise on matters of creed. Rather, it is a heartfelt 
journey, intellectual, spiritual, and practical. guided by 
a longing to answer the most profound questions that 
have occupied the human soul since the dawn of time: 
 
Why were we created? What is the true nature of this 
life? What is our role in it? And what qualities must we 
cultivate to fulfill that role and succeed in our mission? 
 
At the heart of this journey lie four essential existential 
questions that every sincere seeker must confront: 
 

1. What is the purpose of our life on earth? 
Our purpose is to know Allah, love Him, worship 
Him alone without partner, and walk His path in 
pursuit of His pleasure — until we meet Him in 
joy and nearness in the Hereafter. 

 
2. What is the true nature of this worldly life? 

This life is a place of trial and cultivation, a 
short-lived passage, not a final destination. We 
live in it between blessings and tests, 
opportunities and challenges, until we return to 
our Creator bearing the harvest of our deeds. 
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3. What is our role in fulfilling this purpose? 

We are the devoted servants of Allah and His 
vicegerents on earth. Our role is to uphold His 
guidance, spread goodness and justice, nurture 
ourselves and others, and strive to build a 
righteous and constructive society. 

 
4. What traits and qualities must we develop to 

succeed in our mission? 
We must adorn ourselves with the traits of true 
servitude: sincerity, patience, gratitude, humility, 
trust in Allah, hope in Him, love for Him and His 
creation, justice, and mercy. 

 
These questions are not abstract reflections to be 
pondered and set aside. They are the compass guiding 
every chapter and every word of this book. 
 
And because the clearest key to answering these 
questions lies in knowing Allah through His Names and 
Attributes, this book invites the reader to walk that 
illuminated path: 
 

• With each of Allah’s Names, we uncover a living 
answer, one that deepens our understanding of 
existence. 

 
• With every reflection upon His Attributes, we 

find clarity about life’s realities, our purpose 
within them, and the path to salvation in this 
world and the next. 
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When we understand that Allah is Al-Khaliq (The 
Creator), we realize that we are created with 
knowledge, wisdom, and purpose. 
 
When we know that He is Al-Hakeem (The All-Wise), 
we learn to trust that every moment in our lives, even 
the painful ones, is infused with divine wisdom. 
 
When we recognize Him as Al-Wadud (The Most 
Loving), our hearts overflow with love for Him, and we 
strive to reflect His mercy toward His creation. 
 
And when we contemplate His Name Al-Aziz (The 
Almighty), we find sufficiency in His power, freeing 
ourselves from attachment to or dependence upon 
creation. 
 
In every Name of Allah, there is light for the heart, 
clarity for the mind, and guidance for the soul. 
 
This book is an invitation to rebuild our relationship 
with Allah upon the foundation of love, knowledge, and 
certainty.  It teaches us that learning Allah’s Beautiful 
Names is not an end in itself; it is a transformative 
path. It purifies the soul, refines the character, and 
draws us closer to the state of Ihsan, worshiping Allah 
as though we see Him. 
 
Let this serve as a vital reminder: 
 
To know Allah by His Names is not merely intellectual 
knowledge; it is nourishment for the heart, strength for 
the soul, a light in this world, and a bridge to the 
Hereafter. 
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The more we come to know Him, the more we love 
Him. 
 
The more we love Him, the more earnestly we strive 
toward Him. 
 
And whoever sincerely journeys to Allah, Allah will 
surely guide them to Himself. 
 
We ask Allah, the Most High, to make this work 
sincerely for His Noble Face, beneficial to every 
reader, blessed in its reach, a means of bringing hearts 
closer to their Creator, and a key to understanding the 
purpose of our existence. He alone is capable of all 
things. 
 
All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 
May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet 
Muhammad, his family, and his companions. 
 
 

The Author 
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Authentication of the Divine 
Reference 
 
Since various groups claim different scriptures as the 
true word of God, the question arises: how can we 
identify the authentic revelation? If we are sincerely 
seeking a message from the Creator—who is defined 
by perfect knowledge and wisdom—His revelation 
should be clear, consistent, and recognizable through 
honest reflection and minimal effort. 
 
The first step is to identify the most widely followed 
scriptures available in English: 

• The Vedas (Hinduism) 
• The Old Testament/Torah (Judaism and 

Christianity) 
• The New Testament (Christianity) 
• The Qur’an (Islam) 

 
These four texts are followed by over 70% of the 
world’s population.  
 
To fairly and efficiently assess their authenticity, we 
can apply a simple, rational method—similar to how 
most people choose a book to study among many. 
They read the first page to understand the book’s 
purpose and the last page to grasp the key message 
the author wants to leave with the reader. 
 
This approach, free of bias and accessible to anyone 
with an internet connection, provides a reasonable 
starting point. The following table presents a 
comparison of the opening and closing passages of 
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these four scriptures, whose followers claim divine 
origin 
 
The First Page 
The Rig Veda The Old 

Testament 
The New 
Testament 

The Quran 

1 I Laud Agni, 
the chosen 
Priest, God, 
minister of 
sacrifice, 
The hotar, 
lavishest of 
wealth. 
2 Worthy is 
Agni to be 
praised by 
living as by 
ancient seers. 
He shall bring 
hitherward the 
Gods. 
3 Through 
Agni man 
obtaineth 
wealth, yea, 
plenty waxing 
day by day, 
Most rich in 
heroes,  
glorious. 
4 Agni, the 
perfect 
sacrifice which 
thou 
encompassest 
about 

1 In the 
beginning 
God 
created the 
heaven and 
the earth. 
2 And the 
earth was 
without 
form, and 
void; and 
darkness 
was upon 
the face of 
the deep. 
And the 
spirit of 
God moved 
upon the 
face of the 
waters. 
3 And God 
said, Let 
there be 
light: and 
there was 
light. 
4 And God 
saw the 
light, that it 
was good: 

1 The book 
of the 
generation 
of Jesus 
Christ, the 
son of 
David, the 
son of 
Abraham. 
2 Abraham 
begat 
Isaac; and 
Isaac begat 
Jacob; and 
Jacob 
begat 
Judas and 
his 
brethren; 
3 And 
Judas 
begat 
Phares and 
Zara of 
Thamar; 
and Phares 
begat 
Esrom; and 
Esrom 
begat 
Aram; 

1. In the 
name of 
God, the 
Gracious, 
the 
Merciful. 
2. Praise 
be to God, 
Lord of the 
Worlds. 
3. The Most 
Gracious, 
the Most 
Merciful. 
4. Master of 
the Day of 
Judgment. 
5. It is You 
we worship, 
and upon 
You we call 
for help. 
6. Guide us 
to the 
straight 
path. 
7. The path 
of those 
You have 
blessed, 
not of those 
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Verily goeth to 
the Gods. 
5 May Agni, 
sapient-
minded Priest, 
truthful, most 
gloriously 
great, The 
God, come 
hither with the 
Gods. 
6 Whatever 
blessing, Agni, 
thou wilt grant 
unto thy 
worshipper, 
That, Aṅgiras, 
is indeed thy 
truth. 
7 To thee, 
dispeller of the 
night, O Agni, 
day by day 
with prayer 
Bringing thee 
reverence, we 
come 
8 Ruler of 
sacrifices, 
guard of Law 
eternal, radiant 
One, 
Increasing in 
thine own 
abode. 
9 Be to us 
easy of 
approach, 

and God 
divided the 
light from 
the 
darkness. 
5 And God 
called the 
light Day, 
and the 
darkness 
he called 
Night. And 
the evening 
and the 
morning 
were the 
first day. 
6 And God 
said, Let 
there be a 
firmament 
in the midst 
of the 
waters, and 
let it divide 
the waters 
from the 
waters. 
7 And God 
made the 
firmament, 
and divided 
the waters 
which were 
under the 
firmament 
from the 
waters 

4 And Aram 
begat 
Aminadab; 
and 
Aminadab 
begat 
Naasson; 
and 
Naasson 
begat 
Salmon; 
5 And 
Salmon 
begat Booz 
of Rachab; 
and Booz 
begat Obed 
of Ruth; 
and Obed 
begat 
Jesse; 
6 And 
Jesse 
begat David 
the king; 
and David 
the king 
begat 
Solomon of 
her that had 
been the 
wife of 
Urias; 
7 And 
Solomon 
begat 
Roboam; 
and 

against 
whom there 
is anger, 
nor of those 
who are 
misguided. 
 
In the name 
of God, the 
Gracious, 
the 
Merciful. 
1. Alif, Lam, 
Meem. 
2. This is 
the Book in 
which there 
is no doubt, 
a guide for 
the 
righteous. 
3. Those 
who believe 
in the 
unseen, 
and 
perform the 
prayers, 
and give 
from what 
We have 
provided for 
them. 
4. And 
those who 
believe in 
what was 
revealed to 
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even as a 
father to his 
son: Agni, be 
with us for our 
weal. 

which were 
above the 
firmament: 
and it was 
so. 
8 And God 
called the 
firmament 
Heaven. 
And the 
evening 
and the 
morning 
were the 
second 
day. 
9 And God 
said, Let 
the waters 
under the 
heaven be 
gathered 
together 
unto one 
place, and 
let the dry 
land 
appear: and 
it was so. 

Roboam 
begat Abia; 
and Abia 
begat Asa; 
8 And Asa 
begat 
Josaphat; 
and 
Josaphat 
begat 
Joram; and 
Joram 
begat 
Ozias; 
9 And 
Ozias begat 
Joatham; 
and 
Joatham 
begat 
Achaz; and 
Achaz 
begat 
Ezekias; 
10 And 
Ezekias 
begat 
Manasses; 
and 
Manasses 
begat 
Amon; and 
Amon 
begat 
Josias; 
 

you, and in 
what was 
revealed 
before you, 
and are 
certain of 
the 
Hereafter. 
5. These 
are upon 
guidance 
from their 
Lord. 
These are 
the 
successful. 
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The Last Page 
The Rig Veda The Old 

Testament 
The New 
Testament 

The Quran 

1. 
VENOMOUS, 
slightly 
venomous, or 
venomous 
aquatic 
worm,—  
Both 
creatures, 
stinging, 
unobserved, 
with poison 
have infected 
me. 
2 Coming, it 
kills the 
unobserved; 
it kills them 
as it goes 
away, 
It kills them 
as it drives 
them off, and 
bruising 
bruises them 
to death. 
3 Sara grass, 
Darbha, 
Kuśara, and 
Sairya, 
Muñja, 
Vīraṇa, 
Where all 
these 
creatures 

1 For, behold, 
the day 
cometh, that 
shall burn as 
an oven; and 
all the proud, 
yea, and all 
that do 
wickedly, 
shall be 
stubble: and 
the day that 
cometh shall 
burn them up, 
saith the Lord 
of hosts, that 
it shall leave 
them neither 
root nor 
branch. 
2 But unto 
you that fear 
my name 
shall the Sun 
of 
righteousness 
arise with 
healing in his 
wings; and ye 
shall go forth, 
and grow up 
as calves of 
the stall. 
3 And ye 
shall tread 

1 And he 
shewed 
me a pure 
river of 
water of 
life, clear 
as crystal, 
proceeding 
out of the 
throne of 
God and of 
the Lamb. 
2 In the 
midst of 
the street 
of it, and 
on either 
side of the 
river, was 
there the 
tree of life, 
which bare 
twelve 
manner of 
fruits, and 
yielded her 
fruit every 
month: and 
the leaves 
of the tree 
were for 
the healing 
of the 
nations. 

In the 
name of 
God, the 
Gracious, 
the 
Merciful. 
1. Say, “He 
is God, the 
One. 
2. God, the 
Absolute. 
3. He 
begets not, 
nor was He 
begotten. 
4. And 
there is 
none 
comparable 
to Him.” 
 
In the 
name of 
God, the 
Gracious, 
the 
Merciful. 
1. Say, “I 
take refuge 
with the 
Lord of 
Daybreak. 
2. From the 
evil of what 
He created. 
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dwell unseen, 
with poison 
have infected 
me. 
4 The cows 
had settled in 
their stalls, 
the beasts of 
prey had 
sought their 
lairs, 
Extinguished 
were the 
lights of men, 
when things 
unseen 
infected me. 
5 Or these, 
these 
reptiles, are 
observed, 
like lurking 
thieves at 
evening time. 
Seers of all, 
themselves 
unseen: be 
therefore 
very vigilant. 
6 Heaven is 
your Sire, 
your Mother 
Earth, Soma 
your Brother, 
Aditi Your 
Sister: seeing 
all, unseen, 
keep still and 

down the 
wicked; for 
they shall be 
ashes under 
the soles of 
your feet in 
the day that I 
shall do this, 
saith the Lord 
of hosts. 
4 Remember 
ye the law of 
Moses my 
servant, 
which I 
commanded 
unto him in 
Horeb for all 
Israel, with 
the statutes 
and 
judgments. 
5 Behold, I 
will send you 
Elijah the 
prophet 
before the 
coming of the 
great and 
dreadful day 
of the Lord: 
6 And he 
shall turn the 
heart of the 
fathers to the 
children, and 
the heart of 
the children 

3 And 
there shall 
be no 
more 
curse: but 
the throne 
of God and 
of the 
Lamb shall 
be in it; 
and his 
servants 
shall serve 
him: 
4 And they 
shall see 
his face; 
and his 
name shall 
be in their 
foreheads. 
5 And 
there shall 
be no night 
there; and 
they need 
no candle, 
neither 
light of the 
sun; for the 
Lord God 
giveth 
them light: 
and they 
shall reign 
for ever 
and ever. 

3. And from 
the evil of 
the 
darkness 
as it 
gathers. 
4. And from 
the evil of 
those who 
practice 
sorcery. 
5. And from 
the evil of 
an envious 
when he 
envies.” 
 
In the 
name of 
God, the 
Gracious, 
the 
Merciful. 
1. Say, “I 
seek refuge 
in the Lord 
of mankind. 
2. The King 
of mankind. 
3. The God 
of mankind. 
4. From the 
evil of the 
sneaky 
whisperer. 
5. Who 
whispers 
into the 
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dwell ye 
happily. 

to their 
fathers, lest I 
come and 
smite the 
earth with a 
curse. 

6 And he 
said unto 
me, These 
sayings 
are faithful 
and true: 
and the 
Lord God 
of the holy 
prophets 
sent his 
angel to 
shew unto 
his 
servants 
the things 
which must 
shortly be 
done. 
7 Behold, I 
come 
quickly: 
blessed is 
he that 
keepeth 
the 
sayings of 
the 
prophecy 
of this 
book. 

hearts of 
people. 

 
In comparing these four books, I concluded that only 
the Quran and the Old Testament appear to reflect 
divine revelation. The next step is to decide which of 
these two can be considered the most authentic divine 
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revelation to study in order to derive answers to the 
four questions. 
 
To validate the divinity of these two books, I sought 
answers to the following six questions: 

1. Does the book define its purpose? 
2. Does the book state that its content was 

revealed by God? 
3. Does the book state that it presents the 

revelations to a specific Messenger? 
4. Is the person considered the Messenger well-

known for his wisdom, reliability, and 
truthfulness? 

5. Is the person responsible for documenting the 
revelation well-known for his wisdom, reliability, 
and truthfulness? 

6. Is the version we have now an exact original? 
 
In searching for the answers to these questions in both 
the Old Testament and the Quran, I noted that the 
Quran provided the answer to the first question on the 
first page, while it was difficult to find the answer in the 
Old Testament. The Quran states on its first page: 
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ِّ
ى ل

ً۬ 
د
 
 2 ه

"This is the Book; in it is guidance without doubt 
to those who are righteous" (Al-Baqarah 2:2). 
 
The answers to the other questions were found on 
subsequent pages, but a particularly intriguing feature 
of the Quran is its inclusion of falsification tests for 
skeptics to validate its divine origin. These tests 
essentially state: If this book is not what it claims to be 
a divine revelation, then all you have to do is: 
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1. Find an error or a contradiction in it. 
 
2. Find someone or a group of experts who can 

produce ten chapters like any of its chapters; 
when this challenge proved too difficult, Allah 
reduced the challenge to just one chapter. 

 
3. Find another book that addresses all the 

subjects in the Quran and is as easy to 
understand, regardless of the reader’s 
educational level. 

 
These challenges are presented in the following 
verses: 
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       82(( النساء:  ثِي  ً۬
"Do they not ponder on the Quran?  Had it been 
from other than Allah, they would surely have 
found in it a great deal of discrepancy." (Al-Nisa 
4:82).  
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      14-13هود: 
"They may say "He made it all up. Say "then bring 
ten chapters made up like it; seek aid from anyone 
you like other than Allah if you are so truthful! "If 
they do not respond to you, then everyone should 
know that this Revelation is sent down with the 
knowledge of Allah and that there is no deity 
except Him.  Will you not become Muslims?" (Hud 
11:13-14) 
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 "And if you are in any doubt about what We have 
revealed to Our servant (Mohammad), then 
produce a chapter like it, and then call in your 
witnesses, besides Allah, if you are so truthful.  If 
you do not and you will never do so, then heed the 
Fire whose fuel is Men and stones which is 
prepared for the disbelievers " (Al-Baqara 2:23-24).   
 

((   لۡقرُۡءَانَ ٱ))وَلَقَدۡ يسََّرۡناَ  ٍٖ۬ دَّكِر   كۡرِ فهََلۡ مِن مُّ ِ
لِلذ 

      40،32،22،17:القمر
We made the Quran easy to learn. Is there anyone who 
wishes to learn?  (Al-Qamar 54:17, 22, 32, 40) 

 
Based on these straightforward analyses of the four 
books claimed to be divine, I concluded that the Quran 
is the only authentic divine revelation. Therefore, I will 
seek the answers to the four questions from it. I 
acknowledge that some might suggest I am biased by 
my upbringing as a Muslim. Thus, I encourage anyone 
who can justify another book as an authentic revelation 
to seek answers to the four questions from that book 
and publish their findings separately. Ultimately, the 
creator will judge us individually based on our sincerity 
in identifying and following His authentic revelation. At 
that time, no one will be there to defend us; each 
person will be accountable for their own decisions in 
this life.  
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The Purpose of Life 
 

Having clarity regarding the purpose of our lives is 
extremely important because it gives our lives 
meaning, simplicity, focus, and motivation. 
Understanding the purpose of our lives allows us to 
cope with difficulties, provides a foundation for making 
decisions, enables us to concentrate our efforts and 
energy on what is important, and helps us avoid being 
distracted by minor issues. Without knowing the 
purpose of our lives, life becomes trivial, confusing, 
and pointless. 
 
It is unfortunate that most Muslims lack clarity 
regarding their purpose in life, and they often impose 
this same lack of clarity on their children from a young 
age by asking them self-centered questions like: 
 

• What do you want to be?  

• What should you do with your life? 

• What are your goals and your dreams? 
 
Focusing on ourselves will never reveal the purpose of 
our lives. To understand why we were placed on this 
planet, we must begin with the Creator, Allah. 
 
We must recognize that our existence is not an 
accident. While our parents may not have planned us, 
Allah certainly did. If left to chance, the probability of 
any one of us existing is unimaginably low—far less 
than one in a trillion. Yet our creation was not random. 
Long before we were formed in our mothers’ wombs, 
we were known and willed by Allah. He tells us that our 
souls were created long ago, during the time of Adam, 



 28 

when He brought forth all of humanity from his loins 
and made them bear witness to His Lordship. Our 
existence, then, is not only deliberate, it is rooted in a 
divine plan that precedes time itself. Allah says in 
Surah Al-Araf:  
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     11الأعراف: 
“We created you and shaped you, then We said to 
the angels:  prostrate before Adam” (Al-Araf 7:11) 
 
Also, in Surah Al-Araf, Allah presents another scene of 
our original birth as He says:  
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“(Recall) when your Lord brought the descendants 
of the children of Adam (meaning you and I) from 
their loins and made them bear witness about 
themselves (by asking them) Am I not your Lord?  
They said: Yes, indeed, we bear witness.” (Al-Araf 
7:172) 
 
In Surah Al-Kahf, Allah describes a similar scene to 
that of the first creation when we will stand before Him 
again on the Day of Judgment, as He says:  
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“And they will be presented lined-up before your 
Lord, (with the announcement), "Now you have 
come back to Us as We created you the first time; 
yet you thought We would not make any appointed 
time for you. “(Al-Kahf 18:48) 
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How we were brought to life from loins to stand in front 
of Allah and testify that He is our Lord is not the subject 
here, but what we need to know is that at that time, 
Allah had already prescribed every single detail about 
each one of us. He deliberately chose your race, the 
color of your skin, and every other feature of your 
body. Allah chose your parents with the right genetic 
makeup to custom make you. He also determined the 
natural talents you would possess and the uniqueness 
of your personality. He even created the world with 
great precision to be uniquely suited for your existence, 
to make your life possible. 
 
Allah has a reason for everything, and because of that 
reason, He decided the exact time and place of your 
birth and your death, and He planned how long and 
where you would live on earth. Nothing in your life is 
arbitrary; it is all for a purpose. Allah did not create you 
because He was lonely; He created you because He 
has a purpose for you. Allah says in Surah Al-
Mu’minun:  
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“Do you think We created you for nothing, and that 
you would not be returned to us.” (Al-Mu’minun 
23:115) 
 
So, when we ask what is the purpose of our lives on 
earth, the answer is to prepare ourselves for the 
eternal life when we return to the Creator. This point is 
emphasized in many verses in the Quran, as Allah 
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says that when we return to Him after our short stay on 
earth, He will ask: 
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130     
"O you assembly of Jinn and humankind, haven’t 
you received Messengers from amongst 
yourselves who used to relate My verses to you, 
and used to warn you of the meeting of this Day?" 
They will say: "We testify against ourselves." (Al-
Anaam 6:130)  
 
The purpose of this life on earth is to prepare ourselves 
for this return, and this preparation is very important 
because while on earth we have many options, in the 
eternal life we will have only two: Heaven or Hell. The 
purpose of preparing for eternity should be far greater 
than our personal fulfillment and happiness. Being 
successful and fulfilling your life purpose are not the 
same. You could reach all your personal goals, 
becoming a raving success by the world’s standards, 
and still miss the purpose for which you were created 
by Allah. 
 
Life on earth is just a dress rehearsal before the real 
production. Just as the nine months you spent in your 
mother’s womb were not the end in themselves but 
preparation for your life, this life is a preparation for the 
next. Tragically, many people will have to endure 
eternity without the company of Allah because they 
chose to live without Him on Earth. 
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While a person’s life on earth seems long, it is actually 
extremely short when compared to a single day in the 
hereafter, as Allah says: 
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“Verily a day with your Lord is like a thousand 
years from what you count (on Earth).” (Al-Hajj 
22:47) 
 
Allah emphasizes this point in many places in the 
Quran, as He says: 
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      35الأحقاف: 
“On the Day when they see what had been 
promised them, they will realize that their life on 
Earth has only been a mere one hour of day. (Al-
Ahqaf 46:35) 
 
The purpose of your life on earth is to prepare for 
eternity. Recognizing that you live on earth in the light 
of eternity will make your values noble, your use of 
time and money wiser, and you will place a higher 
premium on character instead of wealth and fame. 
Living in the light of eternity will make many of your 
problems appear trivial. 
 
To make the most of your life, you must keep the vision 
of eternity continuously in your mind and the value of it 
in your heart. If you have this vision, you will never fear 
death because you will know that death is not the end 
of life, but it is the birthday into an eternal life. While 
our brains cannot fully comprehend the wonders and 
greatness of heaven, Allah has given us glimpses of 
eternity in the Quran in words that we can understand.   
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The Nature of this Life 

The way we perceive our life shapes its trajectory. If 
you ask someone how they envision their life, they will 
likely use a metaphor, and this metaphor influences 
their life more profoundly than they might realize. For 
example: 

1. If someone views life as a party, their primary 
value is having fun. 

2. If someone sees life as a race, they value speed 
and are often in a hurry. 

3. If someone sees life as a marathon, they value 
endurance. 

4. If someone sees life as a battle, winning is their 
main focus. 

For Muslims, the Quran provides three metaphors that 
reflect eternal truths about life. These metaphors 
should form the foundation of our lives and help us 
understand the world around us. The three metaphors 
are: 

1. Life is a temporary assignment 
2. Life is a test 
3. Life is a trust 
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Life is a Temporary Assignment 
 

The Quran teaches that our time on Earth is brief and 
transient. After we leave this world, it will seem as if we 
were here for only a fraction of an hour. Allah says: 

ارِ(( يونس:  ه 
َّ
ن  الن  مِّ

 
ة اع   س 

َّ
وا إِلَ

 
ث ب 
ْ
ل مْ ي 

َ
 ل
ْ
ن
َ
أ
َ
مْ ك

 
ه  
 

حْشۡ وْم  ي  ي        45)) و 
“The day He will gather them together (on the Day 
of Judgement): They will feel as if they had not 
stayed (on earth) any longer than an hour of a 
day:” (Yunus 10:45) 
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“On the Day when the Hour (The Day of 
Judgement) will take place, the transgressors will 
swear that they did not remain (in the grave) more 
than one hour.” (Al-Rom 30:55) 
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“To Allah belongs the Unseen of the heavens and 
the earth. And the Decision of the Hour (of 
Judgment) is no more than twinkling of the eye, or 
even quicker: for Allah has power over all things.” 
(Al-Nahl 16:77) 
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“They ask you about the Hour (Day of Judgement), 
when will it take place. (42)  Who are you to tell 
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them, (43) With Your Lord is the final word about it. 
(44)  You are only a Warner for anyone who fears it.  
(45) The day they will see it, it will seem to them as 
if they did not live (in this world) but only for an 
evening, or a fraction of midday.” (Al-Naziat 79:42-
46) 
 
Compared to eternity, our life is incredibly short. One 
day with Allah is like a thousand years on Earth: 
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“Verily a day with your Lord is like a thousand 
years from what you count (on Earth).” (Al-Hajj 
22:47) 
.  
Even if you live for 100 years, it is equivalent to about 
two hours in the context of eternity. 
 
We must recognize that Earth is a temporary 
residence, and we are travelers on our way to our true 
home in Heaven. True believers understand that they 
are citizens of Heaven and are here to prove their 
worthiness to return to where they were created. 
 
Allah, in His mercy, allows us to experience discomfort 
and dissatisfaction to prevent us from becoming too 
attached to Earth. While we may have happy 
moments, we will never feel completely satisfied here.  
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Life is a Test 
 

The metaphor that life is a test is emphasized in many 
verses of the Quran and is demonstrated through the 
challenging tests faced by Allah's Prophets. Allah 
tested all His Prophets, including Ibrahim, Jacob, Lot, 
Yusuf, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. 
 
Allah continually tests our character, faith, obedience, 
integrity, and love. Terms like testing, trials, 
temptations, and refining appear frequently in the 
Quran. These tests develop and reveal our character. 
Allah watches our response to both blessings and 
difficulties, observing how we handle power, 
happiness, health, and wealth, as well as problems, 
conflicts, illness, and disappointments. 
 
The Quran makes it clear that we will be tested: 
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“Do people think that they will be left alone on 
saying, "We believe," and that they will not be 
tested? (2) Indeed, We have tested those before 
them, so Allah can affirm who the truthful are and 
who the liars are.” (Al-Ankabout 29:2-3) 
 
Allah also says: 
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 “Everyone has to taste death: and We test you 
with misfortune and with blessing by way of trial. 
To Allah you must return.” (Al-Anbiaa 21:35) 
 
While we do not know when or how we will be tested, 
we can predict the nature of some tests from the Quran 
and learn how to respond. Allah says in Surah Al-
Baqara:  
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"We will surely test you with some fear and 
hunger, and some loss in wealth, lives and the 
fruits of your labor. But give glad tidings to those 
who are patient.  (155) Who say when misfortune 
strikes them: We belong to Allah and to Him is our 
return. (156) Those are the ones upon whom Allah 
grants blessing and mercy, and they are the rightly 
guided." (Al-Baqara 2:155-157). 
 
Tests can range from minor inconveniences to 
overwhelming challenges, but all have eternal 
implications. Understanding life as a test helps us see 
that every moment is an opportunity to build our 
character, strengthen our faith, and demonstrate our 
reliance on Allah. Allah wants us to pass these tests 
and will not test us beyond our capabilities: 
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“We do not place a burden on anyone except 
according to his ability and with Us there is a book 
which speaks with truth, and they (the people) will 
never be wronged.” (Al-Mu’minun 23:62) 
 
Allah also revealed: 
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       286البقرة: 
“Allah does not place a burden on anyone beyond 
his capacity. For him is what he has earned, and on 
him what he has incurred.” (Al-Baqara 2: 286) 
 
Every time you pass a test, you build up the chest of 
your treasure in eternity. This is what the Prophet 
taught us; whether we are tested with misfortunes or 
fortunes, our success in passing the test depends on 
our level of acceptance and the nature of our reaction 
to them. The Prophet (PBUH) said: 
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“I wonder about the state of the believer, all his 
matters are good, and this state is for none but the 
believer.  If he receives a blessing, he is grateful to 
Allah, and this is good for him and if misfortune 
inflicts him, he is patience and that is good for 
him,” (Muslim) 
 
Allah also makes another point clear: when we look at 
things, we must have full trust that Allah is in control, 



 38 

and He wants what is good for us. What appears to be 
evil may later prove to be extremely good. As Allah 
says: 
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 "It may be that you hate something in which Allah 
has placed a great deal of good" (Al-Nisaa 4:19). 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) recommended that we read 
Surah al-Kahf (The Cave) every Friday. In this surah, 
there is a story about the meeting between Prophet 
Musa (Moses) and the righteous man, Al-Khidr. Al-
Khidr did three things to which Prophet Musa objected. 
Prophet Musa interpreted two of them as evil acts and 
one as a foolish act. The two actions Prophet Musa 
interpreted as evil and destructive were damaging the 
ship of the poor fishermen and killing a child. However, 
when Al-Khidr explained the reasons for his actions, it 
became clear that what appeared to be evil were, in 
fact, great blessings for those impacted by them. In this 
case, Al-Khidr was in a unique position because Allah 
had revealed to him knowledge of the future that 
Prophet Musa did not know.  
 
There should be no doubt in our minds that the 
presence of evil in the world does not negate the 
perfection of Allah’s actions. The real question is how 
do we react to evil? Apparent evil represents a test for 
those whom Allah granted the power to cause evil, 
those who are afflicted by it, and those who witness it. 
The question is not why Allah allows it; the issue is 
what you are doing about it. If you see evil in the world 
and stand idle complaining about it, you have failed the 
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test. The Prophet (PBUH) taught us three ways to 
remove evil in his famous hadith:  
 

ي الله عنه قال : سمعت رسول الله  
عن أتِي سعيد الخدري رضن

ه بيده ،  “صلَ الله عليه وسلم يقول :  من رأى منكم منكرا فليغي 
فإن لم يستطع فبلسانه ، فإن لم يستطع فبقلبه ، وذلك أضعف  

 )رواه مسلم (  ”الْيمان
"Whoever sees an evil must correct it with his 
hand, if he cannot then by his tongue, if he cannot, 
then by his heart and this is the weakest of faith".  
(Muslim) 
 
If you cannot do anything about evil, you should at 
least reject it with your heart and not support those 
who are committing it. 
 
For those on whom evil is inflicted, it is also a test 
regarding how they respond when they gain the power 
to repel it. Their response should not be driven by 
revenge and hatred but by justice and mercy. Allah 
says: 
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"Good and evil are not equal. Repel (evil) with what 
is best, then he between whom and you there was 
enmity will become a close friend" (Fussilat 41:34)   
 

  



 40 

Life is a Trust 
 

Allah offered us the responsibility of life on Earth as a 
trust, which we accepted:  
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                                           72الأحزاب: 
"We offered the trust to the Heavens and the Earth, 
and the mountains, but they refused to carry it and 
were afraid of it, but man accepted it.  He has been 
grossly unfair (to himself) and ignorant." (Al-Ahzab 
33:72). 
 
It is our ignorance and unfairness to ourselves that 
prevent us from recognizing and utilizing the powers 
Allah has given us to fulfill this trust. Allah appointed us 
as His vicegerents on Earth: 
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“And when your Lord told the angels: I am placing 
a vicegerent (Khalifa) in the earth.  (Al-Baqara 2: 
30) 
 
Allah has provided all the resources we need and 
granted us energy, intelligence, opportunities, and 
relationships to fulfill this trust. The concept of 
stewardship begins with the recognition that Allah is 
the Owner of everything and everyone in the universe. 
Everything we have is a loan to us, existing before we 
arrived and continuing after we leave. 
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Our role is to manage and care for Allah's creation. 
The air, water, land, animals, birds, and everything on 
Earth are entrusted to us for use and care. Health, 
wealth, authority, and intellectual capacity are gifts 
from Allah placed in our trust. 
 
By understanding these metaphors, Muslims can 
navigate life with a clear sense of purpose and 
direction, rooted in the eternal truths of the Quran. 
 
It is only through our injustice to ourselves and 
ignorance of our capacities and responsibilities that we 
can squander Allah’s gifts, becoming heedless and 
losing our way, stumbling through life. 
 
At the end of your time on Earth, you will be evaluated 
and rewarded based on how well you managed the 
trust Allah placed under your control. This means that 
everything you do, even simple daily chores, has 
eternal implications. Allah emphasizes this by saying 
that we will be questioned about every blessing on the 
Day of Judgment: 
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“Surely, you will be asked about the blessings (that 
you were given).” (Al-Takathur 102:8) 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) reinforced this by saying:  
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“On the Day of Resurrection, the son of Adam will 
not be dismissed from (the court of) his Lord until 
he is asked about five issues:  His life and how he 
lived it. His youth and how he used it. His wealth 
and how he earned it. His Wealth how he spent it. 
His knowledge and how he acted upon it.”  (Al-
Tirmidhi) 
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The Means to Achieve the Purpose of 
Life - Worship 
 

The third question is: What is our role on earth to fulfill 
the purpose of our lives? The answer is revealed by 
Allah in Surah Az-Zariyat. Allah says:  
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      58-56الذاريات: 
And I (Allah) did not create the jinn and humans 
except that they worship Me. (56) I do not want any 
provision from them, nor do I want them to feed 
Me. (57) In fact, Allah is the provider of provisions, 
Possessor of the Power, the Strong.” (Al-Zariat 
51:56-58).    
 
These verses clearly indicate that the primary way for 
humans to achieve their purpose on earth is to worship 
Allah. However, the term "worship" is a traditional 
English translation of the Arabic word revealed by 
Allah, which is "Ya'abudoon" (يعبدون). There are 
significant differences between these two words, and 
thus further elaboration is necessary before discussing 
the key elements of this command, its quality metrics, 
and the potential barriers to achieving it.   

Definitions of the English term “To Worship” and 

the Arabic Term “Ya’abud” 

 
The English term "worship" is derived from two words: 
"worth" and "-ship." "Worth" means "significant, 
valuable, of value; appreciated, highly thought-of, 
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deserving, meriting; honorable, noble, of high rank." 
The suffix "-ship" means "quality, condition; act, power, 
skill, position; relation between." Therefore, "worship" 
is used to mean "an act of affirming God's worth." This 
term first recorded around the year 1300, signifies an 
act of expressing reverence, respect, admiration, and 
devotion to God through religious practices and rituals. 
 
The Arabic verb "Ya'abud" (يعبد) and its plural form 
"Ya'abudoon" (يعبدون), as used in the Quran, are 
derived from the Arabic root "Abad" (عبد), meaning "to 
be a slave." The relationship between the master and 
the slave is called "Ubudiyyah" (عبودية) ("slavery"). The 
actions of the slave towards his master are called 
"Ibadah" (عبادة), which involves complete obedience 
and total submission. The person performing "Ibadah" 
 Thus, a common .("slave") (عبد) "is called "Abd (عبادة)
Arabic name is "Abdallah" (عبدالله), meaning "slave of 
Allah." 
 
Note In the West, it is often thought that Abdallah is solely a 
Muslim name, which is incorrect. The name Abdallah 
existed in the Middle East long before Islam and is also 
used by Christians. The first phrase in Genesis in the Arabic 
Bible reads: “ َفيِ الْبدَْءِ خَلَقَ اللهُ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالارْض” ("In the beginning 
Allah created the heavens and the earth"). Unfortunately, 
English translators replaced "Allah" with "God," so it reads: 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 

 
In the Quran, Allah uses two different plurals for the 
title "Abd" (عبد) ("slave"). Allah uses the common plural 
"Abeed" (عبيد) (slaves) five times and another plural 
"Ibad" (عباد) (slaves) ninety-seven times. The plural 
"Abeed" (عبيد) is used when addressing disbelievers, 
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while "Ibad" (عباد) is used when addressing believers. 
For example: 
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“We shall say: Taste the punishment of fire! (181) 
This is due to what your hands sent ahead. Allah 
never do injustice to (His) slaves (Abeed).” (Al-
Emran 3:181-182)  
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 “When My slaves (Ibad) ask you about Me, I am 
near. I respond to the call of every suppliant when 
he calls Me; so, they should respond to Me and 
believe in Me; so that they may be on the right 
path.” (Al-Baqarah 2: 186) 
 
One must recognize that the term "worship" falls short 
in explaining Allah's command that the role of humans 
on earth is to be steadfast in their Ibadah ( عبادة) of 
Allah. The term "Ibadah" establishes the foundational 
relationship between humans and Allah, the Master of 
the universe and everything that exists. This divine 
Master-slave relationship is entirely different from the 
human master-slave relationship. 
 
Confusion arises when people fail to differentiate 
between these two relationships. In a human master-
slave relationship, the master benefits from the slaves' 
labor. However, in the divine Master-slave relationship, 
Allah benefits nothing from His slaves; rather, He 
provides for them and ensures their happiness and 
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survival. Allah summarizes this relationship in the 
following revelation:  
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 17-15فاطر: 
“O mankind, you are the ones who need Allah. And 
Allah is Free-of-All Needs, the Ever-Praised. (15) If 
He will, He can be do away with you rid of you and 
bring new creation. (16) That is not something 
difficult for Allah.” (Fatir 35:15-17) 
 
This point is further emphasized in a Hadith Qudsi 
where the Prophet (PBUH) said that Allah, the 
Almighty, said:  

ي الله عنه ، عن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسلم فيما  
عن أتِي ذر الغفاري رضن

ي حرمت الظلم علَ نفشي  
يرويه عن ربِه عز وجل أنه قال : ) يا عبادي إتن

، وجعلته بينكم محرما فلا تظالموا ، يا عبادي كلكم ضال إلا من هديته ،  
ي أهدكم ، يا عبادي كلكم جائع إلا من أطعمته ، فاس

ي  فاستهدوتن
تطعموتن
ي أكسكم ، يا  

طعمكم ، يا عبادي كلكم عار إلا من كسوته ، فاستكسوتن
ُ
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عبادي إنكم تخطئون بالليلِ والنهار ، وأنا أغفر الذنوب جميعا 
ي ، ولن  

وتن ي فتصَن ي أغفر لكم ، يا عبادي إِنكم لن تبلغوا ضن
فاستغفروتن

ي ، يا عبادي لو أن أولكم وآخركم وإنسكم وج
نكم  تبلغوا نفعي فتنفعوتن

ي ملكي شيئا ، يا  
كانوا علَ أتق  قلب رجل واحد منكم ما زاد ذلك فن

عبادي لو أن أولكم وآخركم وإنسكم وجنكم كانوا علَ أفجرِ قلب واحد  
منكم ما نقص من ملكي شيئا ، يا عبادي لو أن أولكم وآخركم وإنسكم 
ي ، فأعطيت كل واحد مسألته ما  

ي صعيد واحد فسألوتن
وجنكم قاموا فن

لك مما عندي إلا كما ينقص المخيط إذا أدخل البحر ، يا عِبادي  نقص ذ
ا فليحمد   إنما هِي أعمالكم أحصيها لكم ثم أوفيكم إياها ، فمن وجد خي 

 الله ، ومن وجد غي  ذلك فلا يلومن إلا نفسه ( رواه مسلم . 
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"O My slaves, I have made oppression forbidden for 
Myself, and I have made it forbidden amongst you, so 
do not oppress one another.  
O My slaves, all of you are misguided except those 
whom I guide, so seek guidance from Me and I shall 
guide you.  
O My slaves, all of you are hungry except those whom I 
feed, so ask Me for food and I shall feed you.  
O My slaves, all of you are naked except those whom I 
clothe, so ask Me for clothes and I shall clothe you.  
O My slaves, you commit sins by night and by day and I 
forgive all sins, so ask Me for forgiveness and I shall 
forgive you.  
O My slaves, you can neither do Me any harm nor can 
you do Me any good.  
O My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and all 
humans and Jinns were all as pious as the most pious 
heart of any individual amongst you, that would add 
nothing to My power and dominion.  
O My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and all 
humans and Jinns were all as wicked as the most 
wicked heart of any individual amongst you, it would 
cause no loss to My power and dominion.  
O My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and all 
humans and Jinn were all to stand together in one place 
and ask of Me, and I were to give everyone what he 
requested, then that would not decrease what I 
possess, except what is decreased of the sea when a 
needle is dipped into it.  
O My slaves, it is only your deeds that you will be held 
accountable for, then I shall recompense you for it. So, 
anyone finds good, let him praise Allah, and anyone 
finds other than that, let him blame no one but himself.” 
(Reported by Muslim) 
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Allah's Everlasting Vigilance and Our Role as His 
slaves 
 
Allah never sleeps and is always vigilant to support 
and protect us, His slaves. When we sleep, He 
ensures that all our bodily functions operate properly, 
preventing us from dying. Imagine how long any of us 
would survive if we had to control our heart, blood 
circulation, respiratory system, etc. Allah guarantees 
our survival by controlling the air we breathe, the sun 
that provides light and warmth, the water we drink, and 
the food we eat. 
 
Since Allah does everything for us and needs nothing 
from us, why does He want us to serve Him as our sole 
Master on earth? The answer is that Allah wants us to 
always feel dignified and liberated, preventing any 
other human from taking advantage of us by making us 
their slaves. 
 
It seems to be human nature to either dominate or be 
subservient. This belief led many philosophers and 
Christian theologians to justify slavery. The Greek 
philosopher Aristotle suggested that slavery was 
natural, with human beings falling into two categories: 
slaves and non-slaves. Similarly, Plato argued that 
justice consists of the superior ruling over and having 
more than the inferior. 
 
Contrary to these views, Allah dignified all people and 
liberated them from any feelings of inferiority towards 
others by declaring that all people are His slaves, and 
He is the only Master in the universe. However, since 
life is a test, equality of mankind in this life is not the 
goal; the goal is to ensure equity in the Hereafter. 
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• Equality means everyone is given the same 
resources or opportunities.  

• Equity recognizes that each person has different 
circumstances and allocates the exact 
resources and opportunities needed to reach an 
equal outcome. 

 
Allah creates people with different talents and 
capabilities, granting them varying levels of fortunes 
and blessings. These differences are intended to 
ensure the continuation of worldly life. Allah says:   
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“Is it they who allocate the Mercy of your Lord? We 
have allocated among them their livelihood in the 
worldly life and raised some of them above others 
in rank that some of them may employ others in 
their work; and the mercy (Paradise) of your Lord 
is better than (the wealth) that they accumulate.” 
(Al-Zukhruf 43:32) 
 
An interesting reality that many overlook is that if Allah 
gave everyone everything they wanted, transgression 
and mischief would occur. Allah says:  
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“If Allah were to expand the provision for His 
slaves (to its full extent), they would spread 
mischief on earth; but He sends down what He 
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wills in due measure: Surely, with regard to His 
slaves, He is All-Aware, Ever- Watchful.” (Al Shura 
42:27) 
 
You may wonder how expanding provisions causes the 
spread of mischief while the general perception is that 
restriction causes mischief. A well-known experiment 
by John Calhoun, an American ethologist and 
behavioral researcher, called "Universe 25: The Mouse 
Utopia," demonstrated that major disasters result from 
providing provisions to everyone. The experiment, 
conducted between 1968 and 1970, concluded that 
tension, stress, and needs are necessary for survival 
because they give life true meaning. 
 
Whether a person is a king or a servant, an owner or a 
worker, a man or a woman, they are all slaves of Allah. 
Their role is to realize their relationship with Him and 
act accordingly. No one should ever use the blessings 
Allah granted them to feel superior over others. The 
differences among people are not matters of 
superiority or inferiority but rather roles to ensure a 
self-sufficient society. A doctor has no superiority over 
a janitor because both are essential for each other's 
survival; both are servants of the One Master, Allah. 
The only superiority metric Allah considers is 
righteousness. Allah says: 
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       13الحجرات: 
“O mankind! We have created you from a single 
(pair) of a male and a female, and made you into 
nations and tribes, that you may know each other. 
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Verily the noblest of you in the sight of Allah is the 
one who is most righteous. And Allah is All-
Knowing, All Aware.’ (Al-Hujuraat 49:13)  
 
On the Day of Judgment, only the purity of the heart 
will matter. Allah say: 
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      89-88الشعراء: 

“The Day when neither wealth nor sons will be of 
any benefit (88) Except to him who will come to 
Allah with a sound heart.” (Al-Shuara 26:88-89) 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) emphasized this point by saying 
that the metric of superiority is righteousness: 
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رواه أحمد  (لأبيض علَ أسود، ولا لأسود علَ أبيض إلا بالتقوى " 

ه.   )وغي 
"O people!  There is no preference for Arabs over 
non-Arabs, nor for non-Arabs over Arabs.  Neither 
for white over black people, nor for black over 
white people.  Preference is only through 
righteousness." 
 
The title “slave of Allah” is the most honorable title any 
person can have and thus Allah used it to refer to His 
most beloved, Prophet Muhmmad (PBUH), by 
declaring him as “His slave” (عبده).  Allah says: 
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“Glorious is He Who made His slave (Muhammad) 
travel by night from the sacred Masjid to Al-Aqsa 
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Masjid whose neighborhood is blessed, so that We 
let him see some of Our signs. Surely, He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing.’ (Al-Isra 17:1) 
 

 ٱ)) 
 
مۡد ح 

 
ِ  ل

َ
ذِىٓ ٱلِلّ
َ
بۡدِهِ   ل ٰ ع 

َ
لَ ل  ع  نز 

َ
ب  ٱأ ٰـ كِت 

 
  ل

 
ه
َ
ل ل جۡع  مۡ ي 

َ
ل ..((   ۥو 

ۜ
ا ج  عِو 

 1الكهف: 
“All praise belongs to Allah Who has sent down to 
His slave (Mohammad) the Book (the Qur'an) and 
allowed no crookedness in it.” (Al-Kahf 18:1) 
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 1الفرقان: 
“Blessed is He Who has revealed His Criterion to 
His slave (Muhammad), (of right and wrong), that 
he may be a warner to the people” (Al-Furqan 25:1) 
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19 
“And when the slave of Allah (Muhammad) stood 
up in prayer to Him (Allah), they almost rushed on 
him in crowds.” (Al-Jinn 72:19) 
 
While the word "worship" does not fully capture the 
comprehensive meaning of "Ibadah" (our relationship 
with Allah), I will use "worship" for simplicity. 
 
In the following sections, three aspects of worship will 
be discussed: 
 

1. The Key Elements of Worship.  
2. The Quality Metrics for Proper Worship. 
3. The Barriers to Proper Worship.  
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The Key Elements of Worship 

 
It is critical to define worship in terms of what Allah, as 
our sole Master, is expecting from us, as His slaves, 
and this is total obedience to His commands and that 
our obedience is to be motivated by our love and 
gratitude to Him and by our trust in Him that all His 
commands are intended for our benefits.  Therefore, 
we can define Worship as any act that demonstrates 
the four elements: 
 

1. Obedience 
2. Love 
3. Gratitude 
4. Trust. 

 
This definition is consistent with the opinion of other 
scholars. As example, Imam Ibn Taymiya defined 
worship as: "It is a comprehensive term that 
encompasses all what Allah loves of words and deeds 
whether inward or outward”.  Also, Imam Ibn al-Qayim 
said: "Worship is the utmost degree of love to Allah 
while accompanied by complete surrender”. 

1. Obedience of Allah:   

 

The essence of worship is obedience because it 
affirms the fundamental relationship between us as 
slaves and Allah as the sole Master.  While Allah, Our 
Master, does not gain any benefit from anything we do 
including our obedience to His commands, He is not 
interested in stale forms of obedience whether they are 
insincere praise, or mechanical rituals.  He is also not 
interested in half-hearted commitment and partial 
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obedience.  Allah gave us emotions, so we could 
perform our acts of obedience with deep and genuine 
feelings, not faked ones.   Full obedience to Allah 
means that you should fulfill all His commands 
wholeheartedly, joyfully and with enthusiasm.  Allah 
condemns those who fulfill commands without 
enthusiasm and considers them as the hypocrites, as 
He said: 
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“And when they stand for prayers, they stand 
unenthusiastically.” (Al-Nisaa 4:142)  
 
Our understanding of obedience extends far beyond 
the prescribed rituals (i.e., prayers, fasting, reading the 
Quran, and Hajj).   These rituals are important to purify 
our soul to help us withstand all temptations and thus 
perfect all our acts of worship in accordance with 
Allah’s commands. The concept that worship covers all 
aspects of the person’s life is emphasized with the 
declaration that Allah commanded us to say: 
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“Say: "My prayer, my sacrifice, my life and my 
death, are for Allah, the Lord of the worlds.” (Al-
Anaam 6:162) 
 
Therefore, believers are in a state of obedience to 
Allah all the time.   However, full obedience to Allah 
requires full surrender to Him. Surrender means that 
you obey Allah’s command, even if you do not 
understand the wisdom behind it.  When you surrender 
to Allah, you will not surrender to anyone or anything 
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else; nothing is more powerful and liberating than 
surrendering your life to Allah.   
 
However, surrendering to Allah is not passive 
resignation, fatalism, or an excuse for laziness; it is not 
accepting the status quo.  Surrendering does not mean 
giving up rational thinking, Allah does not want you to 
waste the mind He gave you to serve Him. 
Surrendering is not repressing and stifling your 
personality. 
 
The Quran gives us many examples of the obedience 
that Allah expects and commends.  The most 
compelling are those of Prophet Ibrahim’.  He obeyed 
Allah’s command to leave his infant and only son, 
Ismael, with his wife, Hajar, alone in the arid desert of 
Mecca. Then, later when Ismael grew up and became 
an impressive youth, Prophet Ibrahim was commanded 
to sacrifice him.  He proceeded with the process of 
sacrificing him.  Also, the reaction of the young son, 
Ishmael, is another example of obedience. He 
accepted Allah’s commands when he was informed by 
his father of it. The scene is presented to us by Allah in 
the following verse: 
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“Then, when (the son, Ismael) reached the age at 
which he could work with him, he (Ibrahim) said: 
"O my son! I have seen in my sleep that I am 
slaughtering you, consider it, what is your 
opinion?" (The son) said: "O my father! do as you 
are commanded: you will find me, if Allah wills, one 
of those who are patient." (Al-Safat 37:102) 
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Full obedience means that you should do everything 
exactly as Allah has commanded, exactly the way He 
described it and at the exact time He specified without 
delays or procrastination.  Full obedience means that 
you obey without objections or reservations and 
without asking for clarification.  Allah does not owe us 
any explanation.  Understanding can wait, but 
obedience cannot.  Allah Says: 
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     36الأحزاب: 
“It is not befitting for a Believer, man or woman, 
when a matter has been decided by Allah and His 
Messenger to have a choice about the matter; and 
whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger has 
gone astray falling into a clear error.” (Al-Ahzab 
33:36)  
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“By your Lord, they will not believe, until they 
make you the judge in all the disputes between 
them and then find no discomfort in their souls 
against what you have decided and surrender to it 
in total submission.” (Al-Nisaa 4:65) 
 
Partial obedience by selectively following certain 
commands while ignoring others is not true obedience. 
Allah gives a serious warning to those who engage in 
this behavior: 
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"Do you believe in part of the scripture and 
disbelieve in others?  The reward for those who do 
so is shame in this life and the most grievous 
doom in the hereafter. For Allah is not unaware of 
what you do" (Al-Baqarah 2:85).  
 
Obedience to Allah’s commands extends far beyond 
performing rituals; it includes all acts of charity, 
business dealings, and our responses to difficulties 
and challenges. Allah says:    
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“It is not righteousness that you turn your faces 
towards the East or the West; but it is 
righteousness to believe in Allah, the Last Day, the 
Angels, the Book, and the Prophets. And to spend 
of your wealth in spite of love for it to your kin, the 
orphans, the needy, the wayfarer, those who ask, 
and for the ransom of slaves. And to be steadfast 
in prayer and give the Zakat (charity).  And to fulfill 
the contracts that they have made. And to be firm 
and patient, in pain and adversity, and throughout 
all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, 
and they are the righteous”. (Al-Baqarah 2:177) 



 58 

 
A crucial aspect of obedience is glorifying Allah and 
declaring His praise. The Arabic term for this is 
"Tasbeeh," which appears in the Quran over 80 times. 
Allah says:  
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“O you who believe, Remember Allah with much 
remembrance; (41) And glorify Him morning and 
evening.” (Al-Azab 33:41-42) 
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“So, glorify the praises of your Lord and be among 
those who prostrate themselves (before Him). (98)  
And worship your Lord until comes to you the 
certainty (death). “ (Al-Hajr 15:98-99) 
 
To truly fulfill this command and glorify Allah with 
certainty and conviction, one must study His creations, 
a point emphasized in many Quranic verses. Thus, 
studying all forms of science is a key element of 
obedience to Allah. Allah not only praises those who 
study His creations but also attributes disbelief to those 
who do not appreciate them. Allah says:  
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“Did the disbelievers not see that the heavens and 
the earth were joined together, then We parted 
them and We made from water every living thing. 
Would they still not believe?” (Al-Anbiya 21:30) 
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      164البقرة: 
“Surely in the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, and the alternation of night and day, and the 
ships that sail in the sea carrying what benefits 
mankind, and in the water Allah sends down from 
the sky reviving with it the earth after it was dead; 
and in every creations He has scattered on it 
(earth), and in the movements of the winds and the 
cloud subjected for service between heaven and 
earth, are signs for those who have understanding. 
” (Al-Baqarah 2:164) 
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Surely, in the creation of the heavens and the earth 
and in the alternation of night and day are signs for 
those who have intellect. (Al-Emran 3:190) 
 
Studying the universe and all its creations is required 
not only to foster awe of Allah but also to utilize these 
creations to fulfill our role on earth as Allah’s 
vicegerents. Another important element of glorifying 
Allah is living in harmony with all other creations that 
constantly glorify Him, even if we do not understand 
their language. Allah says:  
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       44الْسَاء: 
“The seven heavens and the earth, and all beings 
therein, declare His glory: there is not a thing but 
celebrates His praise; but you do not understand 
how they declare His glory! Surely, He is Oft 
Forbearing, Most Forgiving! “(Al-Isra 17:44) 
.  
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   1الحديد: 

“Whatever is in the heavens and on Earth, declares 
the Praises and Glory of Allah: for He is the Exalted 
in Might, the Wise.” (Al-Hadeed 57:1; Al-Hashir 
59:1; Al-Saaf 61:1) 
 
This life is a trust, and a key element of demonstrating 
our obedience to Allah involves effectively using our 
unique talents and abilities. Perfecting any profession 
that creates value for mankind is an act of worship, as 
it fulfills the trust that Allah granted us. The Prophet 
(PBUH) said: 
 

.  ”إن الله يحب إذا عمل أحدكم عملا أن يتقنه “ : صلى الله عليه وسلمقال النتِي 

)، ي
ي الله عنها أخرجه أبو يعلَ والطيِاتن

 )عن عائشة رضن

 “Allah loves that when one of you does something 
to perfect it.” 
 
This point is further emphasized by the Prophet 
(PBUH) when asked about Ihsan (perfection and 
excellence), he said: 
 

 ”الْحسان أن تعبد الله كأنك تراه، فإن لم تكن تراه فإنه يراك“
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“Ihsan (perfection/excellence) is to worship Allah 
as if you see Him and if you don’t see Him, you 
should know that He sees you.” 
 
Thus, perfecting any beneficial work is an act of 
obedience to Allah. Regarding preferred professions, 
scholars have different opinions. Some favor 
agricultural professions, citing the Prophet’s saying:  
 

ما من مسلم يغرس غرسا أو يزرع زرعا فيأكل منه طي  أو إنسان أو 
 ””بهيمة إلا كان له به صدقة

“No Muslim will ever plant a tree or cultivate a crop 
that feed a man, a bird or an animal except it will be 
recorded for him as a charity.” 
 
Others advocate for industrial professions, supported 
by the Prophet’s hadith:  

ا من أن يأكل من عمل يده، وإن نتِي الله   "ما أكل أحد طعاما قط خي 
 ”داود عليه السلام كان يأكل من عمل يده

“The best food one can eat is the one paid for by 
the person’s labor; Prophet David used to eat from 
what his hands earned.” (We know that Prophet 
David was a steel maker.) 
 
Those favoring commercial professions quote the 
Prophet’s hadith:  

ن والشهداء“ ن والصديقي   ”التاجر الصدوق يحشۡ مع النبيي 
“The honest merchant will be resurrected with the 
Prophets, the truly faithful and the martyrs.” 
 
Scholars conclude that there is no absolute preference 
among professions; value is based on societal needs 
and addressing existing shortages. 
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Obedience to Allah demonstrates true love for Him and 
secures His blessings and love, as He said:  
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       69النساء: 
“Those who obey Allah, and the Messenger are 
with those whom Allah has blessed, namely the 
Prophets, the truly faithful, the martyrs and the 
righteous, and how excellent they are as 
companions.” (Al-Nisa 4:69) 
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              32-31(( آل عمران:  ل

“Say: "If you really love Allah then follow me and 
Allah will love you and forgive for you your sins. 
And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (31) 
Say: "Obey Allah and the Messenger.  But if they 
turn away, then Allah does not like the 
disbelievers” (Al-Emran 3: 31-32) 
 

2. Love of Allah:   

 
Love of Allah is essential for full obedience. Fear might 
secure some obedience but never full obedience. All of 
Allah’s commands are for our benefit because He 
loves us, and our love for Him should be natural and 
expected. For those who rebel against Allah’s 
commands, He will easily replace them with others 
whom He loves and who love Him: 
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“O you who believe, if anyone from you repel from 
his faith, Allah will bring a people whom He loves 
and who love Him.” (Al-Maeda 5:54) 
 

This verse shows that Allah’s love for us precedes our 
love for Him. Therefore, our love for Allah should 
surpass our love for anything else. Allah says: 
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     24لَ

“Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, 
your spouses, and your clan; and the wealth you 
have earned; the business you are afraid to 
decline; and the homes you like are dearer to you 
than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His 
way - then wait until Allah comes with His 
command. Allah does not guide the rebellious.” 
(Al-Tawba 9:24) 
 

Allah contrasts believers with others by saying: 
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“Among the people there are some who take 
others besides Allah, they love them like the love 
due to Allah, but those of believe are most firm in 
their love for Allah.” (Al-Baqarah 2:165) 
 
Love is not merely an emotional feeling; it is a 
commitment demonstrated by actions. While our love 
for Allah is shown through our commitment to obey 
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Him, His love for us is shown through His extensive 
support and continuous guidance. In the famous hadith 
Qudsi, Allah says:  

ي الله عنه قال : قال رسول الله 
: إن   -صلَ الله عليه وسلم   - عن أتِي هريرة رضن

ء  “ :الله قال  من عادى لَي وليا فقد آذنته بالحرب ، وما تقرب إلَي عبدي بشۡي
ضت عليه ، وما يزال عبدي يتقرب إلَي بالنوافل حت  أحبه ،   أحب إلَي مما افي 
ي  
فإذا أحببته كنت سمعه الذي يسمع به ، وبصَه الذي يبصَ به ، ويده الت 

ن است ي لأعطينه ، ولي 
ي يمشۡي بها ، وإن سألتن

ي يبطش بها ، ورجله الت 
عاذتن

 رواه البخاري .  ( “لأعيذنه 
“Whosoever shows enmity to my Wali (one whom I 
am His guardian), I will declare war against him.  
My slave does not draw nearer to me by anything 
more than what I made obligatory upon him.  And 
my slave continues to draw closer to me with 
“Nawafel” (supererogatory) deeds until I love him.  
When I love him, I become his hearing that he 
hears with; his sight that he sees with, his hand 
that he grips with, his foot that he walks with and if 
he asks Me I’ll give him and if he seeks my refuge, I 
will protect him, and I do not hesitate about 
anything I am doing as much as I hesitate to take 
his soul because I know he hates death and I hate 
to hurt him.”  
 
Imam ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah offered ten 
recommendations that result in Allah’s love for you and 
your love for Him: 
 

1. Reciting the Qur’an while reflecting on its 
meanings. 

2. Performing voluntary deeds in addition to 
obligatory ones. 
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3. Engaging in voluntary prayers during the last 
portion of the night and concluding with 
repentance and seeking forgiveness. 

4. Remembering Allah in all circumstances, with 
your tongue, heart, and actions. 

5. Prioritizing what Allah loves over what you love. 
6. Keeping your heart aware of Allah’s Names and 

Attributes. 
7. Observing and acknowledging Allah’s blessings, 

whether obvious or hidden. 
8. Having a heart that is soft, subdued, and 

humble before Allah. 
9. Keeping the company of sincere and 

knowledgeable believers, benefiting from their 
most fruitful knowledge. 

10. Avoiding anything that comes between Allah 
and your heart. 

 
Your love for Allah is demonstrated by your 
reaction when facing difficulties.  
 
True love means that when you encounter any 
problem, pain, sickness, or misfortune, you 
acknowledge it as a manifestation of Allah’s love, 
helping you fulfill His purpose in your life, and you are 
content with it. Only through true love for Allah will you 
experience peace, freedom, and His power in your life.   
 
We demonstrate our love for Allah through our praise 
of Him and repentance for our shortcomings. Knowing 
that Allah sees, hears, and records everything we do, 
our love for Him should strongly motivate us to avoid 
anything displeasing to Him. However, Allah 
understands our weaknesses and has instituted 
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repentance to allow us to erase our embarrassing 
actions. 
 
Repentance is like a software tool that allows you to 
edit your life’s video by removing your sins. Granting 
us this ability is a clear manifestation of Allah’s love, as 
He does not want to embarrass us on the Day of 
Judgment. Our love for Him is demonstrated by using 
repentance because we do not want to be 
embarrassed before Him. 
 
The following verse from Surat Al-Tawba reveals 
Allah’s love by accepting our repentance even before 
we make it:   
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       118)) ث

He accepted their repentance, so that they may 
repent.  Surely Allah is the Most-Relenting, the 
Most Merciful. (Al-Tawba 9:118) 
 
This blessing of repentance, which Allah committed to 
accept from all human beings, is critical because the 
lack of its clarity in other religions caused major 
confusion. With the ability to cleanse one’s soul by 
repenting for one's sins, the concept of original sin 
becomes irrelevant, eliminating the need for human 
sacrifice or incarnation to purify the human soul. 
Prophet Adam, like any other human, had his sin 
erased by his own repentance:  
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      37البقرة: 
“Then Adam received from his Lord Words (to 
repent using them). And his Lord accepted his 
repentance. No doubt, He (Allah) is the Most-
Relenting, the Most Merciful.” (Al-Baqara 2:37) 
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Regarding those who commit major sins, Allah says:  
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“The punishment will be doubles from him on the 
day of Judgment and he will remain there in agony 
forever. (69) except the one who repents, believes, 
and does good deeds, then Allah will replace his 
evil deeds with good ones and Allah is Most-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Al-Furqan 25:69-70) 
 

3. Gratitude to Allah 

 
Expressing our gratitude and thanks to Allah is a 
crucial element of worship. The first phrase in the 
Quran is: ( َلَمَين ٰـ َ ٱلۡعَ َ رَب   All Thanks and Praise be“ (ٱلۡحَمۡدُ لَِلّه
to Allah, the Lord of all the world”.   
 
Throughout his life, the Prophet (PBUH) expressed his 
thanks to Allah and encouraged his companions to 
always be thankful. He advised them: 
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“After each prayer, don’t leave until you say: “O 
Allah help me to always be in a state of your 
remembrance, your thanks, and the perfection of 
my Worship.  
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Offering continuous praise and thanks to Allah fills our 
hearts with joy and increases His blessings, as He 
said: 
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“Your Lord has decreed, if you express your 
gratitude, I shall certainly give your more (more 
blessings).” (Ibrahim 14:7) 
 
Therefore, expressing gratitude to Allah benefits us, as 
expressed by Luqman:  
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“We gave wisdom on Luqman: "Be grateful to 
Allah", and whoever is grateful, his gratitude is for 
his own self; but if any is ungrateful, indeed Allah 
is free of all needs, worthy of all praise”. (Luqman 
31:12) 
 

Gratitude to Allah is expressed not only through words 
but also through actions. Allah says:  
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"O family of David, work for expressing thanks! but 
few of My slaves are grateful!" (Sabaa 34:13) 
 
In this verse, Allah commands the family of David to 
express their gratitude through actions that may 
involve the following five aspects:  
 

1. Attributing blessings to Allah, the provider. 
2. Using blessings in obedience to Allah and 

according to His commandments. 
3. Not allowing blessings to distract from Allah. 
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4. Not using blessings to act superior or arrogant 
towards others. 

5. Thanking and praising Allah for His blessings. 
 
An important form of expressing gratitude is not 
squandering the gifts, resources, and opportunities 
granted by Allah. Use them for the benefit of all. Allah 
intentionally gifted us differently so that we 
complement each other. He watches how we apply our 
abilities, whether we use them properly or waste them. 
Fully using one’s abilities is essential for a strong 
society, as the Prophet (PBUH) illustrated: 
 

ي الله عنه أن النتِي صلَ الله عليه  
عن أتِي موش الأشعري رضن

بّك  “وسلم قال: 
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 “A believer to another believer is as a structure in 
which each part supports the other parts.”  
 
A person who does not fully apply their knowledge and 
talents creates a weakness in society’s structure, 
leading to its potential collapse. Thus, society’s survival 
depends on each person fully utilizing their abilities. 
This is supported by the Prophet’s saying: 
 

ي الله عنها
إن  ”قالأن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسلم  عن عائشة رضن

أخرجه أبو يعلَ  (. ”الله يحب إذا عمل أحدكم عملا أن يتقنه
ي 
 )والطيِاتن

“Indeed, Allah loves that whoever is assigned a 
task must perform it with perfection.”   
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4. Trust in Allah    

 
Complete trust in Allah:   Having complete trust in Allah 
means having faith that He knows what is best for you. 
There should be no doubt that He will assist you in 
times of trouble and will never burden you with more 
than you can bear. We demonstrate our trust in Allah 
through our reactions to misfortunes. Allah has 
instructed every Muslim on what to say when facing 
hardships: 
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"Say, nothing will ever happen to us except what 
Allah has prescribed for us.  He is our protector 
and on Allah alone the believers should put their 
trust" (Al-Tawba 9:51). 
 
(Note: The Quranic phrase "Katab Allah Lana" means 
"what Allah prescribed for us," not "Katab Allah Alaina," 
meaning "what Allah prescribed upon us").   
 
We must fully trust that whatever Allah prescribes is for 
our own good, no matter how adverse it may seem. 
Allah has emphasized this in several verses, such as:  
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       19فِيهِ خ

 "It may be that you dislike something in which 
Allah has placed a great deal of good" (Al-Nisaa 
4:19). 
 
We also need to trust that Allah knows what is better 
for us than we do ourselves. Allah says:  
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      216البقرة: 
 "It is possible that love something, which is bad 
for you.  But Allah knows, and you do not know." 
(Al-Baqarah 2:216)   
 

Believing that any setback and hardship is ultimately 
for our good allows us to face them with patience, 
rather than grief. This perspective towards misfortune 
is unique to believers. Allah says:   
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"We will surely test you with some fear and 
hunger, and some loss in wealth, lives and the 
fruits of your labor. But give glad tidings to those 
who are patient.  (155) Who say when misfortune 
strikes them: We belong to Allah and to Him is our 
return. (156) Those are the ones upon whom Allah 
grants blessing and mercy, and they are the rightly 
guided." (Al-Baqarah 2:155-157). 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) directed Muslims to respond to 
any misfortune by saying:   

ما من عبد يصاب بمصيبة فيقول: إنا “أنه قال:  صلى الله عليه وسلمثبت عن النتِي 
ا   ً ، وأخلف لَي خي  ي

ي مصيبت 
ي فن
لله وإنا إليه راجعون، اللهم آجرتن

ا منها.  ً ي مصيبته، وأخلف له خي 
 ”منها؛ إلا آجره الله فن

"Verily, we belong to Allah and verily, unto Him 
shall we return. O Allah! Reward me for the 
calamity that has befallen me and grant me better 
than what I lost." 
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Money as a Test of Trust in Allah 
 
One of the tests Allah has instituted to evaluate our 
trust in Him is money. For many, money is the greatest 
test of all. It is said that you cannot serve both God and 
money, and your heart will follow whatever you 
treasure. Allah made money a key test for every 
Muslim by making it the third pillar of Islam (zakat). 
How you manage your worldly wealth directly reflects 
your spiritual wealth. A time will come when we regret 
the missed opportunities to spend money on charity, 
but then it will be too late. Allah reminds us:  
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“Spend from what We have provided you before 
death comes to one of you and he would say: ‘My 
Lord, if You would only delay things for me for a 
short time, then I will give charity and become one 
of the doers of good.” (Al-Munafeqoun 63:10) 
 

When an opportunity arises to give to charity and you 
withhold, it will be to your loss. Allah says: 
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38محمد:        
“Here you are being invited to spend in the way of 
Allah, among you are some who are miser. But 
anyone who is miser, his miserliness is only at the 
expense of himself.  Allah is rich, and you are poor.” 
(Mohammad 47:38) 



 73 

 
Allah has warned us about Satan’s trickery, using the 
fear of poverty to make us fail in demonstrating our 
trust in Allah. Allah said:  
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"Satan threatens you with poverty and bids you to 
commit indecency.  But Allah promises you His 
forgiveness and bounties and Allah is All-
Embracing, All-Knowing." (Al-Baqarah 2: 268) 
 
Knowing that Satan will use the fear of poverty, Allah 
emphasizes His promise of goodness and prosperity in 
this life and the hereafter for those who spend in charity 
for Allah’s sake. Allah says:  
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134 -133عمران:      
"Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and for a 
garden that expands the heavens and the earth 
prepared for the righteous (133) Those who spend 
(in cause of Allah) in prosperity and in adversity." 
(Al-Imran 3:133-134) 
 
The money we spend is an investment with a huge 
return. Allah says:  
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"The parable of those who spend their money in the 
way of Allah is that of a grain that produces seven 
ears, and each ear has a hundred grains.  Allah 
gives manifold increase to whom He pleases; and 
Allah is All-Embracing and All-Knowing, "(2:261). 
 
If you withhold because your needs are barely met, 
Allah addresses your concern by advising you not to be 
miserly but to be righteous and to place full trust in Him. 
Allah says:   
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“Whoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will grant him a 
way-out (2) and will provide for him from sources 
that he never anticipated.” (Al-Talaq 65:2-3) 
 
You will surely be provided with wealth from unexpected 
sources if you trust Allah and spend in charity. After all, 
you are spending the money Allah has entrusted you 
with, and the resources from which your wealth comes 
will never run out. The Prophet (PBUH) said: 

ي الله عنه أنه سمع رسول  
عن أتِي كبشة عمرو بن سعد الأنمارى رضن

  "  :الله صلَ الله عليه وسلم يقول
ً
ثلاثة أقسم عليهن وأحدثكم حديثا

ولا ظلم عبد مظلمة صيِ   ،صدقةما نقص مال عبد من    :فاحفظوه 
، ولا فتح عبد باب مسألة إلا فتح الله عليه باب  

ً
عليها إلا زاده الله عزا

مذى (  ”فقر،  )رواه الي 
"Three things, I swear by Allah for them, and I am 
going to tell you about them, so you should 
remember them well: (1) The wealth of a slave will 
not diminish by charity, (2) Allah increases in 
honor the slave who endures injustice patiently. 
and (3) the person who opens a gate of begging, 
Allah opens for him a gate of poverty. (Tirmidhi) 



 75 

The Quality Metrics for Proper Worship 

 
Proper worship must fulfill two essential requirements: 
sincerity and accuracy. Therefore, it necessitates 
engaging both our hearts and minds. 
 

1. Sincerity:  

 
Worship must be sincere and genuine. It is not just 
about saying the right words but truly meaning them. 
Insincere and heartless praises of Allah are worthless. 
Allah demands our sincere worship, pure for Him 
alone. He says:  
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       12-11(( الزمر: ل

Say: "Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah 
with sincere devotion exclusive for Him; (11) "And I 
am commanded to be the first of those who 
submit." (Al-Zumur 39:11-12) 
 
Allah looks past our words to see the attitude of our 
hearts. While humans judge by outward appearance, 
Allah judges by inward feelings and thoughts. 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) pointed to the heart and said: 
 righteousness is here, righteous is“ (التقوى ها هنا)
here.”   
 
The Prophet (PBUH) also said: 

ي الله عنه  -أتِي هريرة  عن
قال: قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه  -رضن

إن الله لا ينظر إلَ أجسادكم ولا إلَ صوركم ولكن ينظر إلَ  ”وسلم: 
 .)رواه مسلم(  ”قلوبكم 
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“Verily, Allah does not look at your appearance or 
wealth, but rather He looks at your hearts.” 
(Reported by Muslim) 
 
Allah also teaches us that without a pure and sound 
heart, all we do is in vain. He says regarding the 
condition for success on the Day of Judgment: 
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89-88الشعراء:   
“At that day neither wealth nor progeny shall be of 
benefit, except one who comes to Allah with a 
sound heart.” (26:88-89) 
  

2. Accuracy   

 
Your worship must be as Allah commanded, not as you 
wish. We cannot create our own comfortable forms of 
worship; they must be guided by the commands in the 
Quran and the Sunnah of His messenger (PBUH). 
Scholars have stated that ritualistic acts of worship 
must follow the Prophet's (PBUH) example. Anything 
else is forbidden as misguided innovation (bidaa). 
Hence, knowledge is crucial.    
 
Islam prioritizes seeking knowledge before actions and 
deeds. In his Book of Knowledge (كتاب العلم), Imam 
Bukhari (البخاري) begins with a chapter titled "The 
chapter of Knowledge before words and deeds” (  باب
 ;Knowledge guides actions .(العلم قبل القول والعمل لقول الله تعالى
without it, actions are prone to error. Only through 
knowledge can a person discern truth from falsehood, 
right from wrong, and halal from haram. Allah elevates 
those with knowledge, saying:  
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“Allah raises in ranks those of you who believe and 
have knowledge. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with 
what you do” (Al-Mugadala 58:11) 
 
The prophet (PBUH) said,  
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"A learned person ('Alim) is as much superior to a 
worshiper ('Abid) as the full moon is superior to all 
stars."  
 
The Prophet’s companion Muadh ibn Jabal (معاذ بن جبل) 
emphasized the value of knowledge:  
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ي الحلية  روى  “ [ ه

 ]أبو نعيم فن
“Seek knowledge, for learning it brings awareness 
of Allah. Seeking it is worship; searching for it is 
Jihad; teaching it to those who do not know is 
charity. With it, Allah elevates people, making them 
exemplary leaders and guides for those seeking 
righteousness. Knowledge is an Imam (leader), and 
deeds are its followers. Only the blessed are 
hungry for it; the wicked are deprived of it. " 
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Imam Al-Hassan Al-Basri warned against actions 
without knowledge, stating,  

العامل علَ غي  علم “قال الحسن البصَي رحمه الله تعالَ: 
كالسالك علَ غي  طريق، والعامل علَ غي  علم يفسد أكيَ مما 

يصلح، فإن قومًا طلبوا العبادة وتركوا العلم حت  خرجوا بأسيافهم  
علَ أمة محمد صلَ الله عليه وسلم، ولو طلبوا العلم لم يدلهم  

 ]جامع بيان العلم وفضله، ابن عبداليِ [ ”علَ ما فعلوا
"One who acts without knowledge is like one who 
is not on any road; he causes more harm than 
good. Some sought worship without knowledge, 
leading them to carry swords against the nation of 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Had they sought 
knowledge, they would not have acted as they 
did." 
 
Past and current history shows that lack of knowledge 
and understanding of Islam can result in chaos and 
harm. The Prophet (PBUH) described such people: 

ي الله عنه قال: سمعت رسول الله صلَ الله عليه  
عن علَي رضن

ي آخر الزمان قوم أحداث الأسنان سفهاء  “وسلم يقول: 
سيخرج فن

الأحلام يقولون من خي  قول اليِية، يقرأون القرآن لا يجاوز  
حناجرهم، يمرقون من الدين كما يمرق السهم من الرمية، فإذا 

 لمن قتلهم عند الله يوم 
ً
ي قتلهم أجرا

لقيتموهم فاقتلوهم، فإن فن
  ] مسلم [ ”القيامة. 

"In the end times, there will come a people young 
in years, foolish in minds, who quote the sayings 
of the Messenger and recite the Qur'an, but it will 
not go beyond their throats. They leave this 
religion as an arrow leaves its target. Stand against 
them, for those who do will be rewarded on the Day 
of Resurrection." (Reported by Muslim) 
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Barriers to Proper Worship 
 

There are four main barriers to the proper worship of 
Allah: arrogance, fear, lack of commitment, and 
confusion/ignorance.  

1. Arrogance  

 
Arrogance is the most dangerous barrier to worship; it 
prevented Satan from obeying Allah’s command. Allah 
says: 
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“And when We said to the angels: Prostrate 
yourselves before Adam, they prostrated, all but 
Iblis (Satan). He refused and showed arrogance 
and became one of the disbelievers.” (Al-Baqara 
2:34) 
 
Arrogance is a severe disease of the heart, with dire 
consequences in the Hereafter. The Prophet (PBUH) 
said: 

لا “عن عبد الله بن مسعود عن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسلم قال: 
ي قلبه مثقال ذرة من كيِ 

رواه مسلم  “  ( يدخل الجنة من كان فن
هما  )وأحمد وغي 

“No one will enter Paradise if he has in his heart an 
atom weight of arrogance”. 
 
Arrogance arises when a person desires to be like 
God, but no one can be like God. Attempting to be like 
God leads one to become like Satan.   
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2. Fear  

 
Fear of the unknown is a natural human emotion, but 
fear that leads one to disobey Allah’s commands reflects 
a lack of trust in Allah. One must trust that Allah controls 
one’s fortune and lifespan. Trust in Allah is the cure for 
fear of poverty, death, and the future of one’s children. 
Only when fear is removed can one truly be free.   
 
Some fear poverty despite Allah’s assurance:  
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“And in Heaven is your fortunes and what you have 
been promised. (22) By the Lord of the heaven and 
the earth, this is the truth, as certain as you can 
speak.” (Al-Zariyat 51:22-23) 
 
We may fear for our children's future, leading us to 
violate Allah’s commands. Allah knows that fear of 
children’s future drives greed and misery. He reveals 
that righteousness is the insurance needed for one’s 
children:  
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“Let those who fear leaving helpless children 
behind have Taqwa of Allah and only say what is 
right.” (Al-Nisaa 4:9) 
 
Allah provides examples of protecting the children of the 
righteous in the Quran. In Surah Al-Baqara, a righteous 
man left a small calf in Allah’s trust, which became 
extremely valuable. In Surah Al-Kahf, Allah sent two 



 81 

prophets to protect the wealth of young orphans 
because their father was righteous. 
 
Early Muslims understood this well. Mohammad Ibn 
Kaab Al-Qarzi gave charity instead of saving money for 
his children, trusting Allah to care for them:   

له  فقيل   
ً
ا  كثي 

 
مالّ أصاب  ي 

القرظن بن كعب  محمد  أن  لو    :وروي 
ي أدخره لنفشي عند رتِي وأدخر   :ادخرته لولدك من بعدك قال

لا ولكتن
 . رتِي لولدي

“I save this money for myself with my Lord, and I 
save my Lord for my children”.  
 
Trusting Allah eliminates fear of the future, bringing 
peace and freedom. Surrendering to Allah frees one 
from all other fears. 
 

3. Lack of Commitment  

 
Many Muslims aspire to perfect their worship of Allah 
but lack the willingness to fully obey Him. A major 
factor is the false hope of a long life, leading to 
procrastination. Allah says: 
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“Has the time not yet come for those who believe 
that their hearts should be humbled by the 
remembrance of Allah and the truth revealed, and 
not become like those who received the Scripture 
before, and whose hearts were hardened over time 
and thus many of them became sinners.” (Al-Hadid 
57:16) 
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The Prophet (PBUH) warned against procrastination: 

ي الله عنهما قال : قال رسول الله صلَي الله  
وعن ابن عباس رضن

 قبل خمس : شبابك  
ً
علية وسلم لرجل وهو يعظه : " اغتنم خمسا

قبل هرمك ، وصحتك قبل سقمك ، وغناك قبل فقرك ، وفراغك  
 ]قبل شغلك ، وحياتك قبل موتك ". ] رواه الحاكم

“Take advantage of five before five: your youth 
before old age, your health before sickness, your 
wealth before poverty, your life before death, and 
your free time before preoccupation”.  

4. Confusion/Ignorance  

 
Proper worship requires knowledge. Many fail due to 
confusion, often stemming from a lack of interest in 
learning. People may follow what they are told without 
verifying the information. In Islam, accurate knowledge 
must precede actions. Allah says: 
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“Do not follow anything about which you have no 
knowledge. Surely, the hearing, the sight, and the 
heart—each of those, one will be questioned.” (Al-
Isra 17:36) 
 
Everyone is accountable for their actions and must 
have knowledge to defend them before Allah on 
Judgment Day. Recognizing right from wrong in every 
aspect of life requires knowledge. The Prophet (PBUH) 
said: “  
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  “قال صلَ الله عليه وسلم : 
ً
 يطلب فيه علما

ً
من سلك طريقا

 إلَ الجنة 
ً
 )رواه البخاري( “سهل الله له طريقا

“Whoever seeks a path to acquire knowledge, 
Allah will make an easy path for him to paradise.” 
 
Other barriers to worship may exist but they are likely 
subsets of these four. 
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The Muslim’s Character in the Shade of 
Allah’s Beautiful Names 

Basis for the Answer 

 

The fourth question is: What are the traits and qualities 
that we must possess to fulfill our role and achieve our 
purpose on earth? 
 

The clear answer is to emulate the traits and qualities 
of someone with perfect character who has fulfilled 
their role and achieved their purpose in life. Allah has 
identified the perfect role model for us in the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). Allah says:   
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You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah an 
excellent role model for anyone whose hope is in 
Allah and the Last Day and remembers Allah often. 
(Al-Ahzab 33: 21) 
 
Other Prophets also serve as role models, but none 
are as thoroughly documented as Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH). However, Allah did ask us to take Prophet 
Ibrahim and his followers as role models, particularly in 
their relationship with disbelievers. Allah says: 
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 4الممتحنة: 
“Indeed, there is for you an excellent example in 
Ibrahim and those with him when they said to their 
people: "We disown you and whatever you worship 
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instead of Allah: We have done with you,” (Al-
Mumtahina 60:4) 
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“Indeed, for you there is an excellent role model in 
them, for anyone whose hope is in Allah and in the 
Last Day. But if any turns away, truly Allah is Free 
of all Wants, Worthy of all Praise.” (Al-Mumtahina 
60:6) 
 
The question then becomes; how do we identify the 
key traits of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to develop 
our character? These key traits must relate to the role 
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and other Messengers 
and Prophets of Allah on earth, as well as to us. This 
role is to serve as Allah’s "Khalifa" (  خَلِيفَة) (vicegerent, 
deputy) on earth. This role is clearly identified by Allah 
when He mentioned to the angels His plan to create 
man. Allah says:  
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And when your Lord said to the angels: I am going 
to create a khalifa (vicegerent, deputy) in the earth, 
they said: Will You create there one who will make 
mischief in it and shed blood, while we hymn Your 
praise and glorify Your name? He said: Certainly, I 
know what you know not. (Al-Baqara 2:30) 
 
Our assignment on earth is to serve as Allah’s deputy 
and representative. A key element of this assignment 
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as Allah’s khalifa on earth is to establish justice. This is 
identified in Surah Sad in which Allah designated 
Prophet Dawud (David) as Khalifa on earth to judge 
among people with justice, which is how Allah wanted 
us to represent Him. Allah says:  
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“O Dawud (David), Indeed we made you a 
vicegerent on earth: so judge between the people 
with truth (and justice): and do not follow your 
desire, lest it misleads you from the Path of Allah:” 
(Sad 38:26) 
 
So far, we have not established a clear path to identify 
the traits and qualities that we must possess by taking 
the Prophet (PBUH) as our role model. A question was 
raised to the Prophet’s wife, Sayeda Aisha, about the 
character of the Prophet (PBUH). She said: 
 

ي الله عنها عن خلق رسول الله  .
ئلت السيدة عائشة رضن ولما س 
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“Don’t you read the Quran! The character of the 
Prophet (PBUH) was the Quran”.  (Reported by 
Muslim and others) 
 
The most important information the Quran provides 
relates to Allah and His attributes. The name Allah is 
mentioned more than 1,400 times in the Quran, in 
addition to references to Allah by His other 
names/attributes, which are mentioned many times. In 
fact, Allah is referenced in some Surahs in every verse 
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(ayat). You will note that every verse that announces 
glad tidings, presents a promise, declares a threat, or 
establishes a rule is concluded with attributes of Allah. 
To understand the verse, you need to carefully reflect 
on Allah’s attributes at its end. 
 
Therefore, if we truly want to fulfill our role and serve 
as Allah’s deputy on earth, we must study Allah’s 
attributes and incorporate most of them into our 
character. This approach was understood by the 
companions and early Muslims and is reflected in their 
understanding of the famous Hadith narrated by Abu 
Hurairah and reported in Al-Boukhari, where the 
Prophet (PBUH) said:   
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“Allah has ninety-nine names, one hundred minus 
one, whoever “Ahsaha” (enumerates them) will 
enter Paradise.” *Reported by Bukhari) 
 
This simple Hadith represents the cornerstone of belief 
and the building blocks of the character of a true 
believer. However, to understand its significance, we 
need to understand the meaning of the Arabic word 
“Ahsa” (أحصى), often translated as “count” or 
“enumerate.” We must note that there are differences 
between the word “Ahsa” (أحصى) and the word “A’dd” 
 which can be translated as counting. The two ,(عَد  )
terms are used in verse 94 in Surah Maryam. Allah 
says: 
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“There is none in the heavens and the earth but 
bound to come to the All-Merciful as a slave. (93) 
Surely, we (Ahsa them) “fully encompassed them” 
“know them” and (add them) “counted them” a full 
count.”  (Maryam 19:93-94) 
 
The word “Ahsa’ also came in Surah Al-Nahl: 
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“And if you would count a blessing of Allah, you 
would never be able to (Ahsa it) “enumerate it”. 
Truly! Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Al-
Nahl 16:18) 
 
To understand what the word “Ahsa” means, we need 
to realize that the term is related to the word “Ihsaa” 
 which is a branch of mathematics called ,(إحصاء)
“statistics” that involves the analysis of data, not just 
counting. So, the Hadith does not mean that you enter 
Paradise by memorizing the 99 names of Allah and 
reciting them; it goes beyond that. The term was 
interpreted by Sheikh Bin Baz (بن باز) to mean: 
 

حفظها، وأتقنها دخل الجنة، وأحصاؤها يكون بحفظها، و بالعمل  
 بمقتضاها 

“Memorized it, perfected their understanding and 
acted according to them.” 
 
Ibn Abbas said the word “Ahsaha” involves two 
elements: the first is to learn the names from the Quran 
and the Sunnah, and the second is to apply them. 
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Similar interpretations were given by other scholars 
who said the word “Ahsaha” means “apply them,” 
“submit to them,” and “seek a way to make them part 
of your character.” In his book "The Main Objectives in 
Explaining the Meaning of the Names of Allah" (  المقصد
 :Imam Al-Ghazali wrote ,(الأسنى في شرح معاني أسماء الله الحسنى
  

ي أسماء الله عز و جل إلا بأن يسمع  
اعلم أن من لم يكن له حظ من معاتن

ه ووضعه ويعتقد بالقلب وجود معناه   ي اللغة معتن تفسي 
ن
لفظه ويفهم ف

ي الله تعالَ فهو مبخوس الحظ نازل الدرجة ليس يحسن به أن يتبجح  
ن
ف

ي أسماء الله تعالَ ثلاثة.بما ناله 
ن من معاتن الحظ   :لكن حظوظ المقربي 

ي حت  ينكشف لهم اتصاف الله عز و جل بها  
الأول معرفة هذه المعاتن

ن الحاصل للإنسان ي الوضوح والبيان مجرى اليقي 
ن
 .انكشافا يجري ف

ي هو استعظامهم لصفات الجلال علَ وجه ينبعث من  
الحظ الثاتن

الاستعظام يشوقهم إلَ الاتصاف بما يمكنهم من تلك الصفات ليقربوا  
ي اكتساب   .صفة لا بالمكان  بها من الحق قربا بال

الحظ الثالث السعي فن
الممكن من تلك الصفات والتخلق بها والتحلَي بمحاسنها وبه يصي   
العبد ربانيا أي قريبا من الرب تعالَ وبه يصي  رفيقا للملأ الأعلَ من  

 الملائكة  
“Know that whoever has no part of the meaning of 
the names of Allah other than hearing them and 
understanding their meanings and believing in 
them by his heart is ill-fated and of lowly rank and 
he has no right to boast about what he has. But the 
fortunes of the lucky ones who are near to the 
meaning of the names of Allah are three: 
The first fortune is knowing the meaning of the 
names of Allah to the point that they are so clear to 
them to the level of the unshaken belief. 
The second fortune is their magnification of the 
attributes of Allah to the level of their passionate 
desire to possess them as much as possible to be 
close to Allah in the attribute but not in place. 
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The third fortune is that they seek to possess these 
attributes in every way possible and adopt their 
beauties in their character to become godly slaves 
of Allah meaning they become so near to Allah and 
companions of the angels of the high”.  
  

All these explanations highlight the importance of 
understanding the meaning of Allah’s attributes and 
ensuring that we build our character around these 
names to draw nearer to Allah. While the Prophet 
(PBUH) did not provide a complete list of these 99 
names of Allah, different scholars have assembled 
them from both the Quran and the sayings of the 
Prophet (PBUH). Therefore, you may see differences 
in these lists, but most of the names are common 
among them. 
 
When you examine any list of these 99 names and 
attributes of Allah, you note that they can be classified 
into three groups: beautiful attributes, perfection 
attributes, and majestic attributes. 
 
Beautiful Attributes ( صفات الجمال): These include 
attributes that assert the mercy and love of Allah, such 
as (الرحمن الرحيم السلام الغفور الودود) the Merciful, the 
Compassionate, the Peace, the Forgiving, the Loving, 
etc. These names instill in the heart love and hope in 
Allah. 
 
Perfection Attributes ( صفات الكمال): These include 
attributes that assert Allah’s perfection, such as (  الخالق
-The Creator, the Ever (الحي القيوم الأحد الصمد العَزيزُ الحَكيمُ 
Living, The Sustainer, the Only One, The Self-
Sufficient, The All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 
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Majestic Attributes ( صفات الجلال): These include 
attributes that assert the grand power of Allah, such as 
 ,the Powerful, the Majestic (القوي العزيز الجبار القهار ٱلْمُنْتقَِمُ )
the Compeller, the Subduer, the Avenger. These 
names instill in the heart the fear of Allah. 
 
The intelligent Muslim is the one who fears Allah’s 
majestic attributes and seeks refuge in His beautiful 
attributes. The Prophet (PBUH) used to supplicate to 
Allah by saying:  
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“I seek refuge in Your mercy from Your anger.  I 
seek refuge in Your Pardon from Your punishment.  
I seek refuge in You from You.”  
 
Without fear of the majestic and wrath attributes, 
people become bold and do what they want without 
worrying about the consequences. Also, without hope 
in Allah’s attractive and gentle attributes, they despair. 
However, Allah’s names of beauty and mercy are more 
representative of Allah’s true nature than the wrath 
attributes. As Allah says in Surah Al-A’raf: 
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ُ
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ذ ﴿ ع 
156 

 “I impose my punishment on whom I will, but My 
mercy embraces all things” (Al-Araf 7:156).   
 
The prophet (PBUH) said:  

ي  “ :وقال النتِي صلى الله عليه وسلم
ت  حْم   ر 
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ْ
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ْ
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 غ
ْ
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ق ب   س 
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“Allah has written above his throne, “My mercy 
takes precedence over my wrath”. 
 

Everything we do is either perfect or imperfect, and 
obviously, the perfect is nobler than the imperfect. 
While we know that ultimate perfection is unattainable 
by man and is only limited to Allah, the more perfect 
we are, the closer we are to Him. To contemplate the 
attributes of Allah, we need to empty our hearts of 
desiring anything other than Allah. Knowledge is the 
seed of desire, but for such a seed to bear fruit, it must 
be planted in a free heart. 
 
When we study the names and attributes of Allah to 
understand their meaning and how we can adopt them 
in our character, we must realize that defining Allah by 
these attributes is limited because Allah is far more 
perfect than our language can explain. Allah says:  
 

ءٌ (( الشورى:  ْ ي
 

لِهِ شۡ
ْ
مِث
َ
يْس  ك

َ
 11)) ل

“There is nothing whatever like unto Him.” (Al-Shura 
42:11) 
 

Therefore, we must realize that the words we use to 
describe Allah’s attributes are inadequate and are only 
used to offer resemblances. We also need to realize 
that our knowledge is complemented by the knowledge 
that denies any likeness and commonality, even 
though the name is shared. The ultimate knowledge of 
those who know Allah lies in their inability to know Him. 
This is what is meant by the Prophet when he said:  
 

ي الله عنها-عن عائشة 
 النتِي - رضن

 
ت
ْ
د
 
ق
 
ت
ْ
صلَ الله عليه -، قالت: اف

طن قدميه -وسلم دِي علَ ب   ي 
ْ
ت ع 

 
ق و 
 
، ف

 
سْت سَّ ح 

 
ت
 
وهو  ذات ليلة، ف
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 علَ نفسك“يقول: 
 
يْت

 
ن
ْ
ث
َ
ناء  عليك أنت كما أ

 
حْضِي ث

ُ
ي لا أ

مَّ إتن ه 
َ
  ”الل

 ]رواه مسلم.[ 
“I cannot enumerate Your praise, as You have 
praised Yourself.”   
 
In the next section, we will discuss several of the 
names/attributes of Allah to explain how they relate to 
Allah and how we can adopt them in our character to 
become His true representatives and be His godly 
slaves. However, the first name is the name of Allah, 
which we cannot emulate because it is a personal 
name and not an attribute.  
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Allah (الله) - The Greatest Name  
 

By counting Allah’s name only once in the Basmallah, 
the name Allah is mentioned 2,930 times in the Quran. 
For anyone to become a Muslim, they need to declare, 
"There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his 
messenger." 
 
Allah is not an Eastern or Arabian God as some 
Westerners might think. Allah is the personal name of 
the same God that Christians and Jews worship 
worldwide. In fact, in the Arabic Bible, Allah is the 
name used for God.   
 
Unlike the word “god,” which has gender distinctions 
like "god" and "goddess," and is subject to plurality like 
"god" and "gods," Allah is a word that has no gender 
and is not subject to plurality. This makes Allah an 
ideal word to describe the one genderless Supreme 
Being. The most important reason Muslims use the 
word Allah is that the Creator refers to Himself by this 
name in Surah Taha in the Quran:  
  

قِمِ 
َ
أ ي و  ِ

تن
ْ
د اعْب 

 
ا ف
 
ن
َ
 أ
َّ
 إِلَ

 
ه ٰـ
َ
 إِل
 
  لَ

َ
ا اللّ

 
ن
َ
ي أ ِ
تن
َّ
 ٱ)) إِن

 
ة
 
لَ رِي (( طه:  لصَّ

ْ
 14لِذِك

"Verily, I am Allah. There is no god but Me, so 
worship me, and establish prayers for celebrating 
My praise" (Taha 20:14). 
 
Allah is the one name that unifies all attributes of 
divinity, whereas each of the other names refers to a 
single attribute. The name Allah is analogous to proper 
names. It is the most specific of the names, and no one 
has ever used it for anyone other than the Creator, 
neither literally nor metaphorically.   
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It is from Allah’s mercy that He revealed this name to 
humanity and taught them to use it. Otherwise, our 
approach would have been complicated, as we would 
tend to start our actions by invoking the names of the 
attributes that we feel necessary to support the action 
at hand. For example, if one is starting a financial 
activity, he might say: "In the name of Al-Razzaaq (the 
provider), Al-Mughni (The Enricher), As-Samee (The 
Hearer), Al-Mujeeb (The Responsive), Al-Qaadir (The 
Capable)." Instead, we only say, "In the name of 
Allah."   
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character  

 
1/ Start every action we do by invoking this name, 
Allah. When we become accustomed to starting all our 
actions in the name of Allah, we will naturally avoid 
doing anything displeasing to Him.  
 
2/ Recognizing that the name Allah is unique and 
befitting because it is genderless and not subject to 
plurality, we need to consider the names we select for 
our children. These names must be proper and 
honorable, without any derogatory or negative 
implications. The Prophet (PBUH) said: 

إنكم “  :أتِي الدرداء قال قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وسلم  عن
  ”تدعون يوم القيامة بأسمائكم وأسماء آبائكم فأحسنوا أسماءكم

 أتِي داود[
ن  ]سين

“You will all be called on the day of judgement by 
your names and the names of your fathers. So, 
always select good names.” (Abu Daud, Ahmad) 
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The Prophet (PBUH) also said: 
 

م   
َ
ل س  يْهِ و 

َ
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َ
 اللّ

َ
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ْ
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ْ
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قِّ ال : " مِنْ ح 
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َ
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ه ج  وِّ ز  ي  ، و  ل 

 
ق ا ع 

 
اب  إِذ

 
كِت
ْ
 ال
 
ه م 
ِّ
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"Among the rights of a child upon his parents are 
three: to give him a good name, to teach him the 
Book of Allah when he can comprehend, and to get 
him married when he becomes mature." 
 
Imam Jaffar Al-Sadeq said:   

 عليه السلام: 
 
دِ علَ “الْمام  الصّادق

َ
ل جِب  للو 

 
 خِصال   ت

 
لاث

 
والِدِهِ ث
أديبِهِ 

 
ي ت
 فن
 
ة
 
غ
َ
بال ن  اسمِهِ ، والم  حسي 

 
تِهِ ، وت

 
ه  لِوالِد  ”: اختِيار 

"There are three things obligatory upon a father for 
his child: to choose a good mother for him, to give 
him a good name, and to be excessive in teaching 
him good character." 
 
In the next sections, we will discuss several of the 
names/attributes of Allah to explain how they relate to 
Allah and how we can adopt them in our character to 
become His true representatives and be His godly 
slaves.  
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 Al-Rahman ( الرحمن)  
 

The traditional interpretation of Allah’s name Al-
Rahman (الرحمان) is that it reflects Allah's attribute of 
granting mercy to all people in this life, whether they 
are believers or non-believers. This definition suggests 
a similarity between Al-Rahman and another name of 
Allah, Al-Rahim (الرحيم). To differentiate between the 
two names, interpreters have proposed that Al-Rahim 
refers to Allah's attribute of granting mercy solely to 
believers in the hereafter. 
 
However, interpreting Al-Rahman as solely related to 
mercy reveals a major misunderstanding. This 
misunderstanding arises because many interpreters 
and translators derive the term's meaning from the 
Arabic lexicon. Terms in the Quran should be 
interpreted based on their use within the Quran itself. 
The lexicon should only be consulted when the Quran 
does not provide detailed applications of the term, 
particularly for terms that appear only once. 
 
When we examine the use of the name Al-Rahman 
 in the Quran, we find that, excluding the (الرحمان)
Basmalah except in the first surah, Al-Fatihah, Al-
Rahman appears 57 times. The use of the name Al-
Rahman in the Quran suggests that Allah, as the sole 
authority who can assign meanings to words, has 
assigned this name to Himself as an integration of all 
His other names and attributes, whether they are 
related to creation, sending revelation, control and 
domination, mercy, or punishment. Thus, it is difficult to 
provide a direct translation for this name. Al-Rahman is 
the only name that can be used as a substitute for 
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Allah in any verse in the Quran. This is supported by 
Allah who said: 
 

اء   سْم 
 ْ
 الأ

 
ه
َ
ل
 
وا ف ع 

ْ
د
 
ا ت ا مَّ يًّ

َ
ن  أ ٰـ حْم  وا الرَّ ع 

ْ
وِ اد

َ
  أ
َ
وا اللّ ع 

ْ
لِ اد

 
))ق

(( الْسَاء:  ٰ سْتن  ح 
ْ
 110ال

“Say: "call Allah or call Al-Rahman, by whatever 
name you call, to Him belongs the Best Names.” 
(Al-Isra 17:110) 
 
Additionally, Al-Rahman is the only name that can be 
used when professing the faith by saying, "There is no 
god but Al-Rahman" (لا إله الا الرحمان), which is equivalent 
to saying, "There is no god but Allah" (لا إله الا الله). This 
is implied by the following verse: 
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َ
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 إِل
ٓ
ا
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تِِّ لّ و  ر 
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َ
 ڪ
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ت يۡهِ م 

َ
إِل  30: لرعد و 

“Thus, have We sent you amongst a nation before 
which many nations have   passed away; in order 
that you recite to them what We have revealed to 
you; yet they reject Al-Rahman, say "He is my 
Lord! There is no god but He.  In Him I place my 
trust and to Him is my return!" (Al-Rad 13:30) 
 
The equivalence of Allah and Al-Rahman is supported 
by the following Qudsi Hadith that was narrated by the 
Prophet (PBUH) on behalf of Allah who said:   

ي الله عنه قال : سمعت رسول الله 
عن عبد الرحمن بن عوف رضن

قال الله تبارك وتعالَ : أنا الله  “يقول :  -صلَ الله عليه وسلم  -
حِم ، وشققت لها من اسمي ، فمن وصلها   وأنا الرحمن ، خلقت الرَّ

ه 
ُّ
ت
 
مذي وأبو داود وأحمد ( “وصلته ، ومن قطعها بت  )رواه الي 
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“I am Allah, and I am Al-Rahman.  I created the 
“Rahim” (womb) (الرحم) and extracted its name from 
My name. So, whoever connects with it (family 
ties), I will keep ties with him and whoever severs it 
(family ties), I’ll sever ties with him.”   (Tirmidhi, 
Ahmad and Abu Dauod)  
 
The following verses provide examples of the attributes 
associated with the name Al-Rahman: 
 
1/ Al-Rahman is used in reference to Allah’s perfection 
attributes of creation and control over all that exists.  
Allah says:  
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َ
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َ
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 ۡ
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ا   ۦف

بِي  ً۬
 
 خ

رقان))
 
 : 59-58 الف

“And place your trust in the Ever-Living who does 
not die; and celebrate His praise; and enough is He 
to be aware of the sins of His slaves. (58) He Who 
created the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between in six days, and is firmly established 
control on the “Arsh” (Throne) (the biggest creation 
ever), Al-Rahman, so ask about Him someone who 
knows,” (Al-Furqan 25:58-59) 
 

ن  ٱ))  ٰـ حۡم    لرَّ
َ

لَ رۡشِ ٱع  ع 
 
ىٰ ٱ ل و 

 
 5)  سۡت
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 ۡ
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حۡت
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َّ
      6-5(( طه ليَ

“Al-Rahman who is in control of the “Arsh” 
(Throne). (5) To Him belongs all that in the 
heavens, all that in the earth and whatever is 
between them and whatever is underneath the 
soil.” (Taha 20:5-6) 
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 3ه

“He created seven skies, one over the other. You 
will see nothing out of proportion in the creation of 
Al-Rahman. So, cast your eye again. Do you see 
any rifts? “(Al-Mulk 67:3) 

 
ت  وَيَقْبِضْنَ مَا يمُْسِكُهُنَّ إِلاَّ   لطَّيْرِ ٱأوََلَمْ يرََوْا إلَِى  ٰـ فَّ ٰـ فوَْقهَُمْ صَ

نُ ٱ ٰـ حْمَ   )الملك (بَصِير  إِنَّهُ بكُِل ِ شَيْء    لرَّ
“Have they not seen the birds above them 
spreading their wings, and (at times) they fold 
(them) in? No one holds them up except Al-
Rahman. Surely, He is watchful of everything.” (Al-
Mulk 67:19) 
 
2/ Al-Rahman represents Allah’s majestic attributes 
that reflect threat and punishment, as in the following 
verses:  
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“(Ibrahim said) My dear father, I fear that you will 
be afflicted by a punishment from Al-Rahman, and 
you become a companion of Satan.” (Maryam 
19:45) 
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“Say, “Whoever stays straying, Al-Rahman will 
prolong his span of life until they see what they are 
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being warned of: either the punishment (in this 
world) or the Hour (Day of Judgement), then they 
will know who was worse in position and who is 
weaker in forces.” (Maryam 19:75) 
 

نِ  نذِر  م 
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“You only warn the one who follows the advice and 
fears Al-Rahman in secret.  So, give him good 
news of forgiveness and a generous reward.” 
(Yaseen 36:11)  
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“Shall I take (other) gods in place of Him.  If Al-
Rahman intends to do harm to me, their 
intercession neither help me nor save me?” 
(Yaseen 36:23) 
 

رِ 
ْ
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 36الزخرف: 
 “Whoever makes himself blind to the 
remembrance of Al-Rahman, We assign for him a 
devil who becomes his companion all the time.” 
(Al-Zughtouf 43:36) 
 

)) 
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نِ مِنك ٰـ حۡم   بِٱلرَّ

 
وذ ع 

َ
ٓ أ
 إِتنِّ
ۡ
ت
َ
ال
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 :18مريم   )) ت

“She (Maryam) said, “I seek refuge with Al-Rahman 
against you, if you are God-fearing” (Maryam 
19:18)   
 
3/ Al-Rahman implies the Controller and the Dominator 
of the world and the Hereafter as Allah says:  
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“There is none in the heavens and the earth, but 
bound to come to Al-Rahman as a slave” (Maryam 
19:93) 
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“That day they will follow the caller without any 
deviation. And the voices will turn low in awe for 
Al-Rahman. So, nothing will you hear but 
whispering” (Taha 20:108) 
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 26-25الفرقان: 
“The Day the sky will split open with clouds, and 
angels will be sent down, descending (in ranks) 
(25) The kingdom on that day is be the true one, 
belonging to Al-Rahman: it will be a day of dire 
difficulty for the disbelievers.” (Al-Furqan 25:25:26) 
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ق ن  و  ٰـ حۡم   38-37النبأ:   ٱلرَّ

‘’The Lord of the heavens and the earth and what is 
between them, Al-Rahman, with Whom none can 
speak. (37) On the Day when the Spirit (Jibril) and 
the angels will stand in rows. They will not speak, 
except for the one who is permitted by Al- Rahman, 
and speaks aright” (Al-Nabaa 78:37-38) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character  

 

1. When we realize that Allah’s name Al-Rahman 
is a comprehensive attribute encompassing all 
other attributes of Allah, we learn that to 
embody this name in our character, we must 
cultivate a well-balanced personality that 
integrates many different qualities.  
 

2. While we should develop traits such as being 
merciful, kind, forgiving, trusting, empathetic, 
trustworthy, unbiased, reliable, supportive, 
noble, knowledgeable, visionary, and creative, 
we must also recognize the need to be firm, 
resolute, restrained, enforcing, and decisive.   

 

3. Some of these traits may seem contradictory, so 
it is essential to have knowledge and wisdom to 
discern the appropriate time, place, and extent 
to apply each trait.   

 

4. Recognizing the uniqueness of Allah’s name, Al-
Rahman, it is inappropriate to use it as a name 
for a person, except in the form Abdulrahman 
(i.e., slave of Al-Rahman). Those named 
Abdulrahman should not abbreviate their name 
by dropping the title "Abd" (slave) and calling 
themselves Rahman. The one historical figure 
who called himself Rahman Al-Yamamah (Al-
Yamamah being the name of his birthplace) was 
Musaylimah. He became condemned and is 
known as “Musaylimah the Liar,” serving as an 
example of dishonesty.     
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Al-Rahime ( حَيمَ ٱ لره )  (The Most Merciful) 

 
Allah’s name Al-Rahim (الرحيم) (The Most Merciful) and 
its indefinite form Rahim (رحيم) (Most Merciful) appear 
in the Quran in reference to Allah 114 times. It is 
mentioned six times alongside Allah’s Name Al-
Rahman, and the rest in association with other names.  
 
One of the key miracles of the Quran is its brevity and 
focus, beginning with the core message of teaching 
mankind about Allah. The Quran starts with a verse 
encompassing all of Allah’s names and attributes. This 
verse is the first in Surat Al-Fatiha (the Opening): 
 

حيمِ(( الفاتحة:  حمنِ الرَّ  1)) بسم الله الرَّ
“In the name of Allah, Al-Rahman, the Rahime” (Al-
Fatiha 1:1) 
 
In this single verse, the proper and personal name 
Allah is given, along with the integrated name of all His 
attributes, Al-Rahman. These attributes are 
encapsulated with the key attribute of being merciful 
(Rahim). While Allah’s name Al-Rahman may reflect 
some of the attributes of imposing severe punishment 
that instills fear in the hearts of disbelievers and awe in 
the hearts of believers due to His power and absolute 
control over everything, this is motivated by His key 
attribute of mercy, as Allah says:  
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 “I impose my punishment on whom I will, but My 
mercy embraces all things” (Al-Araf 7:156).   
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The prophet (PBUH) said:  
 

  “ :أبا هريرة قال سمعت رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وسلم يقول
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“Allah has written above his throne, “My mercy 
takes precedence over my wrath”. (Bukhari) 
 

The Prophet (PBUH) also said:  
 

 :أبا هريرة قال سمعت رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وسلم يقول
ن جزءا “ جعل الله الرحمة مائة جزء فأمسك عنده تسعة وتسعي 

احم الخلق حت   ي الأرض جزءا واحدا فمن ذلك الجزء يي 
وأنزل فن

 ]| البخاري." ترفع الفرس حافرها عن ولدها خشية أن تصيبه
“Allah divided Mercy into one hundred parts, and 
He kept ninety-nine parts with Him and sent down 
one part to the earth. Because of that one part, His 
creations are merciful to each other, so much so 
that a mare lifts its hoof away from its baby animal, 
lest it should harm it.”  (Bukhari) 
 
A key aspect of Allah’s mercy is that He instituted 
repentance to forgive those who make mistakes and 
commit sins. He said: 
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 53الزمر:    إِن

Say: "O my righteous slaves who have 
transgressed against their own souls, do not 
despair of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all 
sins: for He is the Forgiver, the Merciful. (Al-Zumur 
39:53) 
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Allah’s name Al-Rahim (the Most Merciful) is most 
often associated with Al-Ghafur (the Forgiver), 
appearing together in 74 verses. However, Al-Rahim 
also appears 13 times alongside Al-Aziz (the All-
Mighty), indicating that Allah’s mercy and forgiveness 
are not a blank check for people to commit evil without 
accountability. While Allah can forgive all sins, He has 
identified one sin He will never forgive, which is 
associating others with Him, as He said: 
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“Allah does not forgive associating a partner with 
Him and He forgives anything else to whom He 
wills. Whoever sets a partner with Allah commits a 
sin that is most heinous indeed.” (Al-Nisa 4:48) 
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And verily it has been revealed to you and to those 
before you that if you were to associate any 
partner with Allah, all your deeds would be utterly 
futile, and you would be among the losers. (Al-
Zumur 39:65) 
 
Another key aspect of Allah’s mercy is that He rewards 
tenfold for each good deed but accounts only once for 
each bad deed. Allah said:  
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“Whoever comes (to the day of Judgment) with a 
good deed shall have ten times the like of it in 
reward and whoever comes with bad deed he will 
only be requited with no more than the like of it 
and they shall not be wronged”. (Al-An’am 6: 160)   
 
Furthermore, when we do a bad deed and follow it with 
a good deed, the bad deed will be erased. Allah says:   
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“And establish prayers at the two ends of the day 
and at the approach of the night.  Indeed, good 
deeds do away with bad deeds.  That is a reminder 
or those who remember.” (Hud 11:114) 
 
Additionally, our bad deeds can be replaced with good 
deeds. In Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says about the 
righteous slaves of Al-Rahman: 
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Allah will substitute their evil deeds with good 
deeds.” (Al-Furqan 25:70) 

 
However, we must be careful of two actions that can 
nullify the rewards of good deeds: boasting about the 
good deed and harming the person to whom we have 
done the good deed. Allah says: 
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“O you who believe, do not nullify your charity with 
boastful reminders and harm (Al-Baqarah 2:264) 
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Another important aspect of Allah’s mercy is that He 
rewards for intentions. If one intends to commit a bad 
deed but does not do it, Allah rewards him for 
refraining. If one intends to do a good deed but is 
unable to do it, Allah rewards him for his intention as if 
he did it. In a divine (Qudsi) hadith, the Prophet 
(PBUH) narrated on behalf of Allah, who said:  

ي الله عنه قال: قال رسول الله 
صلَ الله عليه وسلم   - عن أتِي هريرة رضن

إذا تحدث عبدي بأن يعمل حسنة فأنا أكتبها   “: قال الله عز وجل :   -
له حسنة ما لم يعمل ، فإذا عملها فأنا أكتبها بعشۡ أمثالها ، وإذا تحدث  
بأن يعمل سيئة فأنا أغفرها له ما لم يعملها ، فإذا عملها فأنا أكتبها له  

قالت الملائكة : رب   -صلَ الله عليه وسلم   -بمثلها ، وقال رسول الله  
ريد أن يعمل سيئة وهو أبصَ به ، فقال : ارقبوه ، فإن  ذاك عبدك ي 

عملها فاكتبوها له بمثلها ، وإن تركها فاكتبوها له حسنة ، فإنما تركها من  
اي   ]رواه الشيخان ، وهذه رواية مسلم[ “جرَّ

“If My servant intends to do a good deed but does 
not do it, I will record it for him as one good deed. 
If he does it, I will record it as ten good deeds. If he 
intends to do an evil deed but does not commit it, I 
will forgive him. But if he commits it, I will record it 
as one evil deed. The angels said: ‘Our Lord, Your 
servant intended to commit evil,’ but Allah, who 
knows best, said: ‘Watch him; if he commits it, 
write it against him by its equivalent, but if he 
refrains for My sake, write it for him as one good 
deed.” (Bukhari and Muslim). 
 
This hadith represents a great gift from Allah if we take 
advantage of it with pure intention. This principle is 
also reported in the record of past prophets. For 
instance, during the time of Prophet Musa (Moses) 
(PBUH), the children of Bani Israel suffered from 
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poverty and famine. A simple shepherd, looking at the 
mountains where he was grazing sheep, said 

ي إسَائيل زمن موش عليه السلام فاقة  
ي الأثر أنه قد أصاب بتن

ن
قد جاء ف
 نظر  إلَ الجبال حيث يرعِ غنم الناس،  “ومجاعة، 

ً
 بسيطا

ً
 راعيا

َّ
وأن

 بها  
 
 لتصدقت

ً
 أنه لو كان لَي مثل هذه الجبال ذهبا

وقال: اللهم إنك تعلم 
لْ   !علَ عبادك

 
فأوح الله تعالَ إلَ موش عليه السلام أن يا موش ق

 منه صدقته! 
 
ي قبلت

 ”لعبدي أتن
“O Allah, You know that if I had such mountains of 
gold, I would give it all as charity to help Your 
slaves.” Allah revealed to Musa (PBUH) to tell this 
shepherd that Allah accepted his charity.” 
 
Mercy is the hallmark of Islam; Allah described the 
mission of the Prophet (PBUH) by saying:  
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“We have not sent you, except as a mercy for all 
creatures.” (Al-Anbia 21:107) 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) emphasized the importance of 
mercy in many of his sayings. For example, he (PBUH) 
said:  

   صلى الله عليه وسلمحديث أتِي هريرة  قال رسول الله 
ٌ
ما أنا رحمة

َّ
اس  إن

َّ
ها الن يا أيُّ

 
ٌ
هداة  ]البخاري   [م 

“O People, I am but a guided Mercy” (Bukhari)  
 

رحم صلى الله عليه وسلمرسول الله  حديث أتِي هريرة  قال رحم لا ي  أخرجه  ] من لا ي 
 ]. ومسلم  البخاري،

“Who does not show mercy will not be shown 
mercy (by Allah).”  
 
More than through sayings, the Prophet (PBUH) 
demonstrated mercy through his actions throughout his 
life. A clear example is his response after the Battle of 
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Uhud when the Quraysh army attacked him and his 
followers in Madina. During the battle, several of his 
companions were killed, including his uncle and major 
supporter Hamza, and the Prophet (PBUH) himself 
was severely injured. When his companions asked him 
to supplicate to Allah against the people of Quraysh, 
he (PBUH) instead said: ( َاللههمه اغفر لقومي فإنههم لا يعلمون) “O 
Allah, forgive my people, for they do not know.” 
Also, when he (PBUH) gained victory against the 
people of Quraysh, instead of taking revenge for all the 
harm and suffering they caused him and his 
companions for 20 years, he (PBUH) forgave all of 
them. 
 
There are many examples of the applications of Allah’s 
name Al-Rahim (The Most Merciful). 

Elements to Adopt in our Character  

To incorporate Allah’s name Al-Rahim in our character, 
our actions should include at least the following three 
elements: 

1. Anchoring our actions with mercy even when 

someone commits injustice against us. 

2. Showing mercy to the negligent and disobedient 

by demonstrating a commitment to help them 

overcome their negligence towards Allah to 

secure His mercy. 

3. Never turn away from any needy person and 
commit to meet their needs to the extent of our 
ability. Even if you cannot offer the needed help, 
you should show sympathy and love and assist 
them through your prayers to Allah to satisfy 
their needs. 
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Al-Malik (الملك) - The King, The Sovereign 
 

Allah’s name, Al-Malik (الملك), which can be translated 
as The King or The Sovereign, is revealed in the Quran 
five times in five verses: Taha 20:114, Al-Muminun 
23:116, Al-Hashr 59:23, Al-Jumu’ah 62:1, and Al-Naas 
114:2. 
 
Allah is Al-Malik, The King, but unlike other kings in at 
least four ways: 

1. While earthly kings have limited territories, 
Allah, the King, has full control over the entire 
universe, including all the earth and the 
heavens. 

2. While earthly kings do not own everything in 
their kingdoms, Allah, the King, owns everything 
in the universe. Anything owned by others is 
merely a temporary trust placed under their 
control by Allah. 

3. While earthly kings do not have full control over 
everything in their kingdoms, Allah, the King, 
has complete control over everything that 
happens in the earth and the heavens. Nothing 
occurs in the universe, not even a leaf falling 
from a tree, without Allah’s knowledge. 

4. While earthly kings need services from their 
subjects, Allah, the King, has no need of anyone 
or anything. Conversely, everything in the 
universe is in need of Him. 

 
Therefore, invoking Allah’s name Al-Malik (the King) 
reminds us of five unique elements: 
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1. He is the ruler over all that exists in the 
universe. 

2. He is the owner of everything that exists. 
3. He has full control over everything that exists. 
4. He has no need for anything that exists. 
5. Everything that exists is in need of Him. 

 
Everything anyone has, whether power, wealth, health, 
dignity, or knowledge, is the property of Allah. He 
entrusts them to individuals temporarily, but He 
continues to own and control them and can take them 
away or multiply them at any time. Allah says in Surah 
Al-Imran: 
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“Say: O Allah, the Owner of the kingdom, You give 
the kingdom to whom You will and take the 
kingdom away from whom You will. You bestow 
honor on whom You will and bring disgrace to 
whom You will. In Your hand is all that is good. 
Verily, You have power over all things.” (Al-Imran 
3:26) 
 
Early Muslims understood this name well, knowing that 
everything they owned belonged to Allah and that they 
were merely trustees. When asked who owned their 
camels, a simple Arab would answer without 
hesitation, “They belong to Allah, Who placed them 
in my hand as a temporary trust.”   
 
This perspective should shape our view of all we have. 
They belong to Allah, and He has entrusted us with 
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them. We should have more trust in what is in Allah’s 
hand than what is in our own. To be rich, trust that all 
wealth is in Allah’s hand. To be powerful, rely entirely 
on Allah. To be honorable, be righteous and fear Allah.  
 
To be the wealthiest, most powerful, most generous, 
and happiest person, be conscious of Allah, rely on 
Him, and trust that everything you want is in His hand. 
The Prophet (PBUH) emphasized self-reliance and not 
asking for help from others. He (PBUH) said: 

ن  ي الله عنه أن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسم قال: )م 
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“Whoever guarantees me not to ask people for 
anything, I guarantee him paradise”.  (Abu 
Dawoud)  
 

ي الله عنه أن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسلم قال: 
عن أتِي هريرة رضن

)لِأن يحتطب أحدكم حزمة علَ ظهره، خي  له من أن يسأل أحدا  
 ]البخاري[فيعطيه أو يمنعه(. 

“It is better for anyone to go and collect wood to 
carry on his back instead of asking people for help, 
and they either give him or refuse him” (Bukhari) 
 
The Prophet’s companion Abu Dhar said: 
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"My dear friend (PBUH) ordered me to do seven 
things: to love the needy, to be close to them, to 
look at those who are less fortunate than me, to 
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not look at those who are more fortunate than me, 
to connect with my extended family even if they 
boycotted me, and to never ask people for 
anything." (Ahmad)  
 
The Prophet’s companion Awf Ibn Malik said: 

ي الله عنه قال: )كنا عند رسول الله  
عن عوف بن مالك الأشجعي رضن

صلَ الله عليه وسلم تسعة أو ثمانية أو سبعة، فقال صلَ الله عليه  
وسلم: ألا تبايعون رسول  الله؟ قال: فبسطنا أيدينا وقلنا: قد بايعناك يا  
رسول الله! فعلام نبايعك؟ قال صلَ الله عليه وسلم: علَ أن تعبدوا  

 ولا تشۡكوا به شيئا، والصلوات الخمس، وتطيعوا، ولا تسألوا الناس  الله
شيئا. قال عوف: فلقد رأيت بعض أولئك النفر يسقط سوط أحدهم،  

 يناوله إياه( 
ً
 ]رواه مسلم[فما يسأل أحدا

“We were with the Prophet (PBUH) when He said: Do 
you want to make a solemn pledge with the 
messenger of Allah? We all extended our hands and 
asked: what will we give our pledge? He (PBUH) said: 
to worship Allah and not associate anything with 
Him, to perform the five prayers, to obey me, and 
to not ask people for anything.” 
 
Awf Ibn Malik said that those who gave the pledge 
never asked people for anything, even if a whip fell 
from their hands while riding a camel, they would go 
down and pick it up themselves instead of asking 
anyone to hand it to them. 
 
A student asked his righteous teacher for advice. The 
teacher said: “Be a king in this life, and you will 
become a king in the hereafter.” 
The student inquired, “How would I do that?” 
The teacher replied: “If you don’t need anything from 
anyone, you become their equal, but if you need 
something from them, you become their prisoner. If 
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you are generous to people, you become their king. If 
you become a king in this life, you will be a king in the 
hereafter.” 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

To incorporate elements of this divine name, Al-Malik, 
into our character and thus be kings in this life, we 
should adopt the following traits: 

1. Be kings over ourselves by having full 
ownership and control over our desires and 
passions, not allowing them to control us  

 
2. Limit our need from anyone and do not seek 

help from anyone other than Allah. To be king 
among people is to need nothing from anyone 
other than Allah. We are reminded of this at 
least 17 times every day when we recite in Al-
Fatiha:  ُُوَإيَهاكَ نَسْتعََينُ إيَِّاكَ نعَْبد  “You alone we 
worship and from You alone we seek help.” 
Even if we need to ask for help, we should 
never humiliate ourselves or get angry if not 
helped, as the person is merely a means, not 
the source. Only Allah decrees whether He 
wants to grant us the help we need and 
designate who can help us.  

 
3. Have full trust in Allah and no fear of losing 

wealth or power. To be a king among people, 
always be the giver and the helper because you 
believe that the source from which you draw 
your wealth and power is infinite, and no matter 
how much you spend, you will have more from 
the Ultimate King, Allah. 
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Al-Quddus ( القدوس) - The Pure One, The Holy 
 

The name of Allah, "Al-Quddus," appears in two verses 
of the Qur’an:  
 

(( الحشۡ:   وس 
ُّ
د
 
ق
ْ
 ال
 
لِك م 

ْ
و  ال

 
 ه

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ه
َ
 إِل
 
ذِي لَ

َ
  ال

َ
و  اللّ

 
 23)) ه

“He is Allah, there is no god but He, the King, the 
Holy” (Al-Hashr 59:23) 
 

وسِ(( 
ُّ
د
 
ق
ْ
لِكِ ال م 

ْ
رْضِ ال

 ْ
ي الأ ِ

ا فن م  اتِ و  او  م  ي السَّ ِ
ا فن ِ م 

َ
 لِلّ

 
ح بِّ س  )) ي 
 1الجمعة: 

“Whatever is in the Heavens and on the Earth 
celebrates the praises of Allah, the King, the Holy.’ 
(Al-Jumu’ah 62:1) 
 

The name "Al-Quddus" is derived from the root "qudus" 
 .signifying purity and freedom from imperfection ,(قدس)
 
"Al-Quddus" ( ِالْقدُُّوس) is translated as “the Pure One,” 
“the Absolutely Perfect,” and “the Holy.” Scholars 
describe "Al-Quddus" as: “The pure, free from all 
descriptions of human perfections.” Though this may 
seem unclear, it implies that Allah's perfections are 
limitless, beyond any finite human comparison. Allah’s 
perfections in knowledge, power, wisdom, hearing, 
sight, and speech, transcend all human attributes; they 
are beyond any human description or imagination, 
even as we use limited human terms to describe them. 
 
When Allah informed the angels that He would create a 
Khalifa (  خَلِيفَة), or vicegerent, on Earth, they replied: 
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ل  (( جْع 
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َ
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مْدِك  بِح 

 
ح بِّ س 

 
حْن  ن

 
ن اء  و  م 

ِّ
 الد

 
سْفِك ي  ا و   فِيه 

 
سِد

ْ
ف نْ ي  ا م  فِيه 

س  و  
ِّ
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ق
 
  ن
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َ
عْل
 
 ت
 
ا لَ م  م 

َ
عْل
َ
ي أ
ال  إِتنِّ

 
 ق
 
ك
َ
 30.(( البقرة: ل

“Will You place in it someone who will cause 
mischief in it and shed blood, while we, we hymn 
Your praise and glorify Your holiness? He said: I 
know that which you do not know.”   (Al-Baqara 
2:30) 
 
The angels’ act ( ََسُ لك  was translated as “glorify (وَنقَُد ِ
Your holiness,” but it can also mean “we sanctify 
ourselves for You,” signifying their effort to purify 
themselves to be close to Allah. 
 
Allah attributes purity to certain of His creations, 
deriving their names from "Al-Quddus": 
 

1. The archangel Gabriel is called “Ruh Al-Qudus” 
 or “the Holy Spirit,” because of his ,(رُوحِ الْقدُُسِ )
purity in conveying revelation to Allah’s 
messengers. 

2. Palestine is named “Al-Ard Al-Muqadasah” 
 ”.or “the Holy Land ,(الْأرَْضَ الْمُقَدَّسَةَ )

3. The valley where Allah spoke to Prophet Moses 
is called “Al-Wadi Al-Muqadas” ( ِالْوَادِ الْمُقَدَّس), the 
“Holy Valley.” 

 
The teachings of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
emphasize both physical and spiritual purity, essential 
for serving as Allah’s vicegerent (Khalifa). In a hadith 
Qudsi, Allah says: 

، أفلا طهرت منظري ساعة  ن  .عبدي طهرت منظر الخلق سني 
 “My slave, you have purified yourself for people 
for many years, wouldn’t you be able to purify 
yourself for me even for one hour.”  
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We know that Allah values the purity of heart and 
deeds, as He says: 
 

مْ  “
ُ
وبِك

ُ
ل
 
 ق

َ
ر  إِلَ

ُ
ظ
ْ
ن كِنْ ي 

َ
ل مْ، و 

ُ
الِك مْو 

َ
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ُ
ركِ و   ص 

َ
ر  إِلَ

ُ
ظ
ْ
ن  ي 

 
  لَ

َ
 اللّ

َّ
إِن

” 
 
الِك عْم 

َ
أ  )مسلم   (و 

“Allah does not look at your appearance or your 
wealth, but He looks at your heart and your deeds”. 
 
While we might be impressed by someone’s 
appearance, Allah judges by the heart and deeds, as 
righteous actions reflect the purity of the heart. Allah 
says: 
 

 ( 
 
ون
 
ن  ب 

 
لَ الٌ و  ع  م 

 
ف
ْ
ن  ي 

 
وْم  لَ ((   88)) ي  لِيم 

ب  س 
ْ
ل
 
  بِق

َ
 اللّ

ت  
َ
نْ أ  م 

َّ
( إِلَ

 89-88الشعراء: 
“On that Day, neither wealth nor children will benefit 
anyone, (88), except one who comes to Allah with a 
pure heart.” (Al-Shu’ara 26:88-89) 
 

The Prophet (PBUH) also taught the importance of 
bodily cleanliness, encouraging regular washing and 
bathing beyond ritual washing before prayer, including 
weekly bathing and after certain conditions. 
 
Examples of the Prophet’s (PBUH) teachings on 
physical purity include: 
 

 : م 
َ
ل س  يْهِ و 

َ
ل  الله  ع 

َ
لَ ول  اِلله ص  س  ال  ر 

 
: ق ال 

 
رِيِّ ق ع 

ْ
ش
 ْ
الِك  الأ

ي م  تِِ
َ
عن أ

انِ…” رواه مسلم  يم  ِ
ْ
ر  الْ

ْ
ط
 
ور  ش ه 

ُّ
 “الط

“Purification is part of Faith. ” (Muslim) 
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ي الله عنه، قال: قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه  
عن ابن عمر رضن

 
 
ه ليس من عبد  يبيت

َّ
؛ فإن ركم الله  روا هذه الأجساد، طهَّ هِّ

 
وسلم: “ط

 من الليلِ إلا  
 
ك، لا ينقلب  ساعة

َ
ل ي شِعاره م 

 معه فن
 
 إلا بات

ً
طاهرا

 
ً
 طاهرا

 
ه بات

َّ
؛ فإن

 
ي  ]”.قال: اللهم اغفر لعبدِك

 ))للطيِاتن
“Purify your bodies, and Allah will purify you. No 
one sleeps purified but that an angel remains with 
him, supplicating to Allah every hour of the night, 
saying, ‘O Allah, forgive Your slave, for he slept in 
a state of purity.” (Al-Tabarani) 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) also emphasized the purification 
of the mouth by brushing the teeth with a miswak, 
stating: 

يْهِ 
َ
ل  الله  ع 

َ
لَ ِّ ص  ي تِِ

َّ
نْ الن ا ع  ه 

ْ
ن ي  الله  ع  ِ

ضن  ر 
 
ة
 
ائِش ن  ع  مِنِي 

ْ
ؤ م 
ْ
مُّ ال

ُ
 أ
ْ
ت
َ
ال
 
ق

” رواه البخاري بِّ  لِلرَّ
ٌ
اة
 
رْض مِ، م 

 
ف
ْ
 لِل
ٌ
ة ر  ه 

ْ
ط  م 

 
اك و  : “السِّ م 

َ
ل س   .و 

“The miswak is a cleanser for the mouth and 
pleasing to the Lord.” (Bukhari) 
 
 
While the purity of the heart is paramount, personal 
appearance is also valued as an acknowledgment of 
Allah’s blessings in creating us in the best form. Allah 
says: 
 

يْهِ  
َ
إِل مْ ۖ و 

ُ
ك ر  و  ن  ص  حْس 

َ
أ
 
مْ ف

ُ
ك ر  وَّ ص  قِّ و  ح 

ْ
رْض  بِال

 ْ
الأ اتِ و  او  م  ق  السَّ

َ
ل
 
)) خ

ن:  اب 
 
غ
ّ
(( الت صِي   م 

ْ
 3ال

He has created the heavens and the earth with 
truth, and He shaped you and made your shapes 
good, And to Him is the final Return. (Al-Taghabun 
64:3) 
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The Prophet (PBUH) emphasized that Muslims should 
look presentable, as each Muslim represents Islam. He 
said: 

قال : قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وآله   سهل ابن الحنظلية عن
وسلم : " أحسنوا لباسكم وأصلحوا رحالكم حت  تكونوا كأنكم شامة  

ي " . 
 ]أخرجة أبو داود والحاكم وأحمد[ فن

“Dress well and organize your travels, so you will 
appear noble among people”.  
The Prophet (PBUH) exemplified personal cleanliness 
and beauty in his clothing and fragrance. He never left 
the house without being properly dressed and using 
perfume.  His wife Aisha (RA) said: 
 

ي الله عنها أن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسلم: )كان 
عن عائشة رضن

 يحب الطيب، ويأمر به(. 
The Prophet (PBUH) used to love perfumes and 
orders others to use them.  
 
The Prophet (PBUH) also said:  
 

ي الله عنه قال: قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه  
عن أتِي ذر رضن

ن  “وسلم:  ر فأحس  سْل، وتطهَّ
 
منِ اغتسل يوم  الجمعة فأحسن  الغ

ب  الله له مِنْ طيبِ أوْ 
 
ا كت سَّ م  هور، ولبِس  مِنْ أحسن ثيابه، وم 

ُّ
الط

، غفر الله   ِ
ن  اثني 

ن   بي 
ْ
ق رِّ

 
ف ، ولم ي 

 
غ
ْ
ل مَّ أت  المسجد، فلم ي 

 
نِ أهله، ث

ْ
ه
 
د

رى
ْ
خ
 
ن الجمعة الأ ي ( ”له ما بينه وبي 

 )رواه الطيِاتن
“Whoever washes on Friday, purifies himself, 
dresses in his best clothes, applies perfume, and 
then goes to the mosque without idly talking or 
separating people, Allah will forgive him for sins 
between this Friday and the next.” (Al-Tabarani)  
 



 121 

 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
One who understands the meaning of "Al-Quddus" 
 will strive to purify themselves, especially in (الْقدُُّوسِ )
moments of prayer or supplication. To embody Allah’s 
name "Al-Quddus," we must purify our hearts, 
knowledge, actions, and bodies. These are key 
aspects to incorporate into our character: 
 

1. Purifying the heart from hatred, jealousy, 
hypocrisy, arrogance, miserliness, etc. 

2. Filling the heart with love for Allah and the 
desire for Paradise. 

3. Purifying knowledge from falsehoods and 
vanities. 

4. Refraining from sinful actions. 
5. Maintaining cleanliness and beauty in physical 

appearance. 
6. Ensuring purity in the places we visit, the people 

we befriend, the words we speak, the thoughts 
we entertain, and the actions we take. 
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As-Salam (السلام) “The Peace”, The Flawless 

 
Allah’s name As-Salaam, "The Peace," appears once 
in the Quran in Surat Al-Hashr:  

مِن   
ْ
ؤ م 
ْ
م  ال

 
لَ وس  السَّ

ُّ
د
 
ق
ْ
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لِك م 

ْ
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َ
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ُ
كِ
ْ

شۡ ا ي  مَّ ِ ع 
َ
 اللّ

 
ان بْح  يِِّ  ۚ س 

َ
ك
 
ت م 
ْ
ار  ال بَّ ج 

ْ
زِيز  ال ع 

ْ
يْمِن  ال ه  م 

ْ
ال

23 ( 
“He is Allah, there is no god but He, the King, the 
Holy, the Peace, The Keeper of Faith, the Guardian, 
the Eminent, the Compeller, the Proud. Glory to 
Allah above what they associate with Him." (Al-
Hashr 59:23) 
 
Abu-Hurairah (أبي هريرة) reported that the Prophet 
(PBUH) said: 

( ”إن اسم السلام من أسماء الله تعالَ فأفشوه بينكم“  ي
 )الطيِاتن

“The name Al-Salaam (The Peace) is among the 
names of Allah, the Most-High, so spread it among 
yourselves”. (Al-Tabarani)   
 
Both Thouban (ثوبان) and Aisha ( َعَائشَِة) reported that the 
Prophet (PBUH) would say after completing his 
prayers::  

ام“ ا الجلالِ والْكر 
 
 يا ذ

 
اركت ب 

 
، ت لام   السَّ

 
، ومِنك لام   السَّ

 
ت
ْ
هم أن

َ
  الل
 )صحيح مسلم( “

“O Allah, you are The Peace and from you is peace. 
Blessed are you, the Majestic and Generous.”  
(Muslim) 
 
The name Al-Salaam is derived from the Arabic root s-
l-m (سلم) which has the following meanings: 
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1. Source of peace, tranquility, contentment, 
security, health, and prosperity. 

2. Freedom from imperfections, faults, and 
impurity 

3. Completeness of purity and wholeness.   
 
The name Al-Salaam encompasses: 

1. Allah’s attributes are perfect and pure. 
2. Allah is the source of peace, safety, and security 

for all creation. 
3. Allah’s actions are free from any harm or evil. 

 
As Al-Salaam, Allah is the source of all peace and 
security in the world. This concept is exemplified 
through various aspects of creation: 
 

1. In the Human Body: Allah designed the body 
with multi built-in protections. For instance: 

o The kidney’s redundancy allows survival 
with one kidney. 

o The location of arteries deep beneath the 
skin protects them from injury, while 
veins are more accessible for blood 
samples. 

o The rigidity of an infant’s nose enables 
safe breathing while breastfeeding. 

2. In Water: Water’s unique property of expanding 
when it freezes allows ice to float, insulating the 
water below and preventing oceans from 
freezing entirely. 

 
Usage of As-Salaam in Islamic Vocabulary 

1. Greeting of Peace: Muslims greet with As-
Salaamu Alaykum ("Peace be unto you"), a 
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greeting initiated by Prophet Adam as taught by 
Allah. The Prophet (PPBUH) Said:  

ي الله عنه-عن أتِي هريرة 
قال:   -صلَ الله عليه وسلم-عن النتِي   - رضن

مْ علَ أولئك   - صلَ الله عليه وسلم- »لما خلق الله آدم 
ِّ
ل س 
 
قال: اذهب ف
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. فقال: السلام عليكم، فقالوا: السلام علي
 
يتِك رِّ

 
:  ذ وه 

 
اد ز 
 
ك ورحمة الله، ف

 ]متفق عليه.[   .«ورحمة الله
After Allah created Adam, He told him to and greet 
this group of angels who are there and listen to 
how they will greet you because it is your greeting 
and the greeting of your descendants.  Adam went 
and said “Asalaam Alukum” (Peace be unto you”.  
They answered, “Alyk Asalaam Wa Rahmat Allah” 
(Peace and Mercy of Allah be unto you), they 
added Mercy of Allah. (Bukhari and Muslim) 
 

2. Response to Evil: The righteous respond to 
belligerence with peace, as stated in the Quran: 
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 63الفرقان:  )) ٱل

“The righteous slaves of Al-Rahman are those who 
walk on the earth humbly and respond with peace 
when addressed by the ignorant.” (Al-Furqan 
25:63) 
 

3. Paradise as Dar Al-Salaam: Paradise is called 
the “Abode of Peace,” a place of ultimate safety 
and tranquility. Allah says: 
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“Allah invites to the abode of peace and guides 
whomsoever he wants to the straight Path.”  
(Yunus 10:25) 
 

4. Real Peace in Paradise: In paradise, all 
sources of conflict are removed. The righteous 
are promised entry in peace and eternal joy, 
Allah Says: 
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ۡ
خ  48-46بِم 

“Enter here in Peace and Security." (46) And We 
shall remove any grudge from their hearts: (they 
will be) brothers (joyfully) sitting on couches, 
facing each other. (47) No fatigue shall touch them, 
nor will they be asked to leave from there.” (Al-Hijr 
15:45-48) 
 

5. Peace in Paradise’s Greeting: Those who 
enter paradise are welcomed with peace: 

خِل  
ۡ
د
ُ
أ ذِين  ٱ)) و 

َ
   ل

ْ
وا
ُ
مِل ع   و 

ْ
وا
 
ن ام  تِ ٱء  ٰـ لِح  ٰـ جۡرِى  لصَّ

 
 ت
ً۬
ت  ٰـ نَّ ا   ج  حۡتِہ 

 
مِن ت

ر  ٱ ٰـ ہ 
ۡ
ن
 ۡ
هِمۡ  لأ بــِّ نِ ر 

ۡ
ا بِإِذ لِدِين  فِيہ  ٰـ

 
مٌ(( إبراهيم:  ۖخ ٰـ

َ
ل ا س  مۡ فِيہ  ہ 

 
ت حِيَّ

 
 23 ت

“And those who believed and did good deeds shall 
be admitted to Gardens underneath which rivers 
flow, living there forever by the will of their Lord.  
Their greeting therein will be: Peace.” (Ibrahim 
14:23) 
 

6. The Quran as a Guide to Peace: The Quran 
guides people to the path of peace. 
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“There has come to you from Allah, a light and 
clear book (15) With it Allah guides who seeks His 
pleasure to the path of Peace.” (Al-Maeda 5:15-16) 
 

7. The Greeting of the Righteous on Judgment 
Day: Those who receive their deeds in their 
right hand will be greeted with peace: 

بِ  ٰـ آ إنِ كَانَ مِنۡ أصَۡحَ بِ  90) لۡيمَِينِ ٱ)) وَأمََّ ٰـ م ٍٖ۬ لَّكَ مِنۡ أصَۡحَ ٰـ ( فسََلَ
      91-90(( الواقعة: لۡيمَِينِ ٱ

“And if he is from among the people of the right, 
(90) (it will be said to them) “Peace to you," as you 
are one of the people of the Right. “(Al-Waqia 56: 
90-91) 
 

8. Islam as the Path to Peace 
The essence of Islam can be summarized around 
Allah’s name Al-Salaam (The Peace) “Allah is the 
Peace (Al-Salaam) and He revealed the Quran to 
guide humanity to the path of peace ( سبل السلام)  to 
ensure that they live in peace (في سلام) and this leads 
them to the final destination which is the abode of 
peace (دار السلام), where they will enter it in  peace (  م ٰـ  (بسَِلَ
and they will greet each other with peace (سلام) 
greetings.. 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) encouraged spreading peace to 
enter paradise, saying: 
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َ
وا بالل

ُّ
ل ص  ، و  ام  ع 

َّ
وا الط عِم 

ْ
ط
َ
أ ، و  لام  السَّ

لام مذي والحاكم“ [بِس   ] رواه أحمد والي 
“O people, spread peace, feed others, pray at night 
when people are sleeping, and you will enter 
paradise in peace.” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi) 
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The Prophet (PBUH) also emphasized: 

ي الله عنه قال: قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه  
عن أتِي هريرة رضن

لا تدخلون الجنة حت  تؤمنوا، ولا تؤمنوا حت  تحابوا، أولا  “وسلم: 
ء إذا فعلتموه تحاببتم: أفشوا السلام بينكم رواه [ ”أدلكم علَ شۡي

 ]مسلم
“You will not enter Paradise until you believe, and 
you will not believe until you love each other. Shall 
I tell you something that, if you did, you would love 
each other? Spread peace among yourselves” 
(Muslim) 
 
The Prophet's Dedication to Peace 
The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah ( لْحُدَيْبيَِّةٱ صَلحَ  ) demonstrates 
the Prophet’s (PBUH) commitment to peace, as he 
accepted an agreement that seemingly disadvantaged 
the Muslims, solely for the sake of ten years of peace. 
Understanding Evil in Light of Al-Salaam 
 
Allah’s name Al-Salaam implies that His actions are 
free from evil, and are intended to ensure peace, 
safety, and security for mankind.  However, this world 
is a place of trials where even seemingly negative 
events can yield positive outcomes. For instance, 
painful surgery can be lifesaving. Similarly, Allah 
sometimes permits challenges to guide people to a 
better path. There is no absolute evil; every hardship 
has a potential good outcome.  Allah reminds us: 

مْ  ه 
 
ذِيق اسِ لِي 

َّ
يْدِي الن

َ
 أ
ْ
ت ب  س 

َ
ا ك حْرِ بِم  ب 

ْ
ال ِّ و  يِ 

ْ
ي ال ِ
 فن
 
اد س 

 
ف
ْ
ر  ال ه 

َ
)) ظ

..(( الروم: 
 
ون رْجِع  مْ ي  ه 

َ
ل ع 
َ
وا ل

ُ
مِل ذِي ع 

َ
عْض  ال  41ب 

“Corruption has appeared throughout the land and 
sea by what people’s hands have earned so He 
may let them taste part of [the consequence of] 
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what they have done that perhaps they will return 
[to righteousness].” (Al-Rum 30:41) 

 )).. ثِي  
َ
نْ ك و ع 

 
عْف ي  مْ و 

ُ
يْدِيك

َ
 أ
ْ
ت ب  س 

َ
ا ك بِم 

 
ة  ف

صِيب  مْ مِنْ م 
ُ
ك اب  ص 

َ
ا أ م  )) و 

 30الشورى: 
“Whatever misfortune happens to you, it is 
because of the things your hands have brought, 
and for many (of them) He grants forgiveness.” (Al-
Shura 42:30) 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

To embody Al-Salaam, Muslims should strive to: 
 

1. Find reassurance in Allah’s remembrance. 

(( الرعد:  وب 
ُ
ل
 
ق
ْ
نُّ ال ِ

ي  م 
ْ
ط
 
ِ ت
َ
رِ اللّ

ْ
 بِذِك

 
لَ
َ
 28))أ

“Without a doubt, by the mention of Allah’s name, 
the hearts feel secure” (Al-Raad 13:28)  
 

2. Maintain pure hearts free of malice and envy. 

(( الشعراء:    لِيم 
ب  س 

ْ
ل
 
  بِق

َ
 اللّ

ت  
َ
نْ أ  م 

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ون
 
ن  ب 

 
لَ الٌ و  ع  م 

 
ف
ْ
ن  ي 

 
وْم  لَ )) ي 

89 
“At that day neither wealth nor progeny shall be 
of benefit, except one who comes to Allah with 
a pure heart.” (Al-Shuara 26:88-89 

 
3. Act in peace, ensuring their actions align with 

Allah’s guidance. 
 

4. Be sources of peace and security for others, as 
defined by the Prophet (PBUH): 
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 َّ ي تِِ
َّ
 الن

َّ
ن
َ
المسلم من سلم الناس من لسانه  “قال    صلى الله عليه وسلمعن أبو هريرة ، أ

مذي  [ .  ”ويده، والمؤمن من أمنه الناس علَ دمائهم وأموالهم الي 
ي وأحمد 

 ] والنسات 
“The Muslim is the one from whom people are safe 
from his tongue and his hand and the believer is 
the one people trust their lives and wealth”. 
(Tirmidhi) 
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Al-Mu'min (المؤمن) -  The Inspirer of Faith, the 
faithful, the Believer 
 

Allah’s name "Al-Mu'min" appears once in the Quran, 
in Surah Al-Hashr: 
 

مِن   
ْ
ؤ م 
ْ
م  ال

 
لَ وس  السَّ

ُّ
د
 
ق
ْ
 ال
 
لِك م 

ْ
و  ال

 
 ه

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ه ٰـ
َ
 إِل
 
ذِي لَ

َ
  ال

َ
و  اللّ

 
))ه

(( الحشۡ:  
 
ون

ُ
كِ
ْ

شۡ ا ي  مَّ ِ ع 
َ
 اللّ

 
ان بْح  يِِّ  س 

َ
ك
 
ت م 
ْ
ار  ال بَّ ج 

ْ
زِيز  ال ع 

ْ
يْمِن  ال ه  م 

ْ
ال

23 
“He is Allah, there is no god but He, the King, the 
Holy, the Peace, the Inspirer of faith, the Guardian, 
the Eminent, the Compeller, the Proud, glory to 
Allah above the partners they attribute to Him.” (Al-
Hashr 59:23) 
 
Scholars have offered several translations of "Al-
Mu’min” ( ُالْمُؤْمِن), including "the Inspirer of Faith," "the 
Infuser of Faith," "the Giver of Faith," "the Guardian of 
Faith," "the Keeper of Faith," and "the Supreme 
Believer." Translating this name presents a challenge 
because "Mu’min" ( ُمُؤْمِن) is also used to refer to a good 
Muslim, or "believer." Thus, the simplest translation for 
"Al-Mu'min" could be "The Believer." However, one 
might ask: What does Allah believe in? 
 
Since "Al-Mu’min" appears only once in the Quran, we 
turn to Arabic lexicons to explore its root meaning. 
Derived from the root [أ م ن] "Amena," it means to trust, 
believe, and provide security. Examples of words 
derived from this root include: 

 

)) 
 
ت
ْ
ن
َ
ا أ م  مِن    و 

ْ
ؤ ا بِم 

َّ
ن
ُ
وْ ك

َ
ل ا و 

 
ن
َ
ن   ل ادِقِي 

فی    ))ص   :17وس 
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“And you will not believe us even if we are 
truthful”. (Yusuf 12:17) 
 

وع  و  ((
مْ مِنْ ج  ه  م  ع 

ْ
ط
َ
ذِي أ

َ
مْ ال ه 

 
ن وْف   آم 

 
ر   )) مِنْ خ

 
 :4شیق

“He is the one who fed them after being hungry 
and gave them security after being fearful”. 
(Quraish 106:4) 
 

لِ  ((
ۡ
ه
َ
مِنۡ أ بِ ٱو  ٰـ كِت 

 
نۡ إِن   ل  م 

 
ه
ۡ
ن م 
 
أ
 
هِ  ت

ِّ
د
 
ؤ ار ً۬ ي 

 
نۡ إِن   ۦ بِقِنط م مَّ ه 

ۡ
مِن  و 

 
يۡك

َ
إِل

 
 
ه
ۡ
ن م 
 
أ
 
هِ  ت

ِّ
د
 
ؤ  ي 

َّ
ار ً۬ لَ

 
   ۦ بِدِين

ٓ
ا
 
يۡهِ ق

َ
ل  ع 

 
مۡت

 
ا د  م 

َّ
 إِلَ

 
يۡك

َ
ا ٮِٕ إِل

ان  )) ۗم ً۬  :75آل عِمر 
“Among the People of the Book are some who, if 
entrusted with a ton of gold, will (readily) pay it 
back; others, who if entrusted with a single silver 
coin, will not repay it unless you keep demanding 
it.” (Al-Emran 3:75) 
 

)) 
ً۬
لٌ ج  ال  ر 

 
ق  و 

ً۬
مِنٌ

ۡ
ؤ م   مُّ

 
ت
 
ك  ي 

 
وۡن الِ فِرۡع  نۡ ء   مِّ

 
ه
 
ن ٰـ ن    ۥ  إِيم 

َ
 أ
 
ل ج   ر 

 
ون
ُ
ل
 
ت
ۡ
ق
 
ت
َ
أ

تِِّ   ول  ر 
 
ق   ٱي 

َ
افر ))للّ

 
 :28غ

“And said a believer, a man from among the people 
of Pharaoh, who had concealed his belief, "Will 
you kill a man because he says `My Lord is Allah'?’ 
(Ghafer 40:28) 
 
When the name Al-Mu’min ( ُالْمُؤْمِن) applied to Allah, it 
embodies three meanings: 
 
1. Allah’s Absolute Self-Belief 
Allah fully knows His power and authority and affirms 
all His glorious attributes. In Surah Al-Imran, Allah 
testifies to His own divinity: 
 

(( آل عمران:  و 
 
 ه

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ه ٰـ
َ
 إِل
 
 لَ
 
ه
َّ
ن
َ
  أ
َ
 اللّ

 
هِد

 
  18)) ش
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"Allah testifies that there is no god but He." (Al-
Emran 3:18) 
 
Unlike human beings, who may overestimate their 
abilities, Allah is fully aware of His omnipotence, never 
making a commitment beyond His capacity. Obviously, 
nothing is difficult for Allah. This is evident in verses 
like: 
 

 
 
ان
َ
 ك
 
ه
َّ
رْضِ إِن

 ْ
ي الأ ِ

 فن
 
لَ اتِ و  او  م  ي السَّ ِ

ء  فن ْ ي
 

ه  مِن شۡ عْجِز    لِي 
َ
 اللّ

 
ان
َ
ا ك م  )) و 

دِيرًا(( فاطر: 
 
لِيمًا ق  44ع 

"There is nothing in the heavens or on earth that is 
difficult for Allah." (Fatir 35:44) 
 

دِيرًا(( الفتح: 
 
ء  ق ْ ي

 
لِّ شۡ

ُ
ٰ ك

َ
لَ   ع 

َ
 اللّ

 
ان
َ
ك  21))و 

"Allah is always able to do everything." (Al-Fath 
48:21) 
 
 
2. Allah’s Belief in His Messengers and Their 
Message 
Allah expresses His belief in the truthfulness of the 
message revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH): 
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د ه 

ْ
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ة
َ
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لَ م 

ْ
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ْ
 بِعِل

 
ه
َ
ل ز 
ْ
ن
َ
 أ
 
يْك

َ
ل  إِل ز 

ْ
ن
َ
ا أ  بِم 

 
د ه 

ْ
ش   ي 

َ
كِنِ اللّ

َ
)) ل

ا(( النساء:  
ً
هِيد

 
ِ ش

َ
 بِاللّ

قن 
َ
ك  166و 

"Allah bears witness that what He has sent down 
to you (Muhammad), He has sent with His (Own 
full) Knowledge and the angels bear witness: 
though Allah suffices as a Witness" (Al-Nisa 
4:166). 
 



 133 

This implies that every promise within Allah’s 
revelations is true, as Allah will fulfill it. Examples 
include: 

)) 
 
ِ قِيلَ

َ
 مِن  اللّ

 
ق
 
صْد

َ
نْ أ م  ا و 

ًّ
ق ِ ح 

َ
 اللّ

 
عْد اء)) و  س 

ِّ
 :122الن

"Allah’s promise is the truth, and whose word can 
be truer than Allah’s?" (Al-Nisa 4:122) 
 

ه  ((
 
عْد   و 

َ
لِف  اللّ

ْ
خ  ي 

 
ِ لَ

َ
 اللّ

 
عْد وم)) و   :6الرُّ

"The promise is from Allah, and Allah never fails to 
fulfill His promise." (Al-Rum 30:6) 
 
Therefore, "Al-Mu'min" means that Allah is committed 
to every statement and promise conveyed by His 
messengers. 
 
3. Allah as the Provider of Security 
As Al-Mu'min, Allah is the source of security, granting 
safety and protection. His creations are meticulously 
designed to ensure safety and stability. Consider, for 
instance, the fixed properties of matter—if these were 
variable, safety would be impossible to maintain. 
Likewise, the stability of celestial bodies allows life to 
thrive on Earth. Even within our own bodies, Allah has 
embedded senses and responses that keep us aware 
of dangers. 
 
When Allah instills fear in people's hearts, it often 
serves to guide them away from worldly temptations 
and toward eternal security. 
 
Manifestations of Al-Mu'min in the Character of 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH): 
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Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) embodied the attributes 
of Al-Mu'min. He believed in his role as the Seal of the 
Prophets and remained a source of security and peace 
for both Muslims and non-Muslims. His teachings 
emphasized safety and justice for all, as seen in his 
sayings: 
 

نْ  :  ع  ال 
 
ِّ صلى الله عليه وسلم ق ي تِِ

َّ
نِ الن ي الله عنهما، ع 

ِ بْنِ عمر رضن
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بْدِاللّ ل  “ع 

 
ت
 
نْ ق م 
ن   عِي 

رْب 
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ا ل ه   رِيح 
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ْ
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ة ائِح  حْ ر  ر  مْ ي 

َ
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ً
د
 
اه ع  م 
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خ ب 
ْ
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ه ج  ر 

ْ
خ
َ
 ]أ

“Whoever kill a Mu‘ahad (non-Muslim citizen and 
any person under a treaty) will never smell the 
fragrance of Paradise, though its fragrance can be 
found at a distance of forty years (of travel).  

 
 : ال 

 
ِّ صلى الله عليه وسلم ق ي تِِ

َّ
نِ الن ا أو انتقصه أو كلفه فوق “ع 

ً
ألا من ظلم معاهد

  ”طاقته أو أخذ منه شيئا بغي  طيب نفس: فأنا حجيجه يوم القيامة
  )رواه أبو داود(

“Indeed, whoever wrongs a Mu‘ahad (non-Muslim 
citizen and any person under a treaty) or violates 
his right or burdens him with work beyond his 
capabilities, or takes something from him without 
permission, I shall be his advocate on the day of 
Judgment.” (Abu Daoud)  
 
Despite his superior status, the Prophet was known for 
his humility. Abu Hurairah reported that the Prophet 
(PBUH) said: 
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ْ
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َ
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"I am the master of the children of Adam on the 
Day of Resurrection, and I will be the first to 
intercede, and it is no boast." (Muslim) 
 
Yet, he was accessible to his companions, and 
strangers often couldn't distinguish him from others 
due to his humility. 
 
Once, a man came to the Prophet (PBUH) shaking 
with fear. Upon seeing him the Prophet (PBUH) smiled 
and comforted him, saying:  

ي رسول الله صلَ الله عليه  
 أت 
 
عن قيس بن أتِي حازم : أن رجل

ن يديه فأخذته رعدة فقال رسول الله صلَ الله   وسلم، فقام بي 
ي لست بملك ، إنما أنا ابن امرأة من  “عليه وسلم: 

هوّن عليك فإتن
ن ابن ماجه[ ”.قريش كانت تأكل القديد   ]سين

"Be at ease. I am not a king, but I am the son of a 
woman from Quraish who used to eat dried meat." 
[Ibn MAjah] 
 
Both Abu Dhar and Abu Hurairah said:  

ي الله عنهما قالا: "كان رسول الله صلَ  
 وأتِي هريرة رضن

عن أتِي ذرى
ء الغريب فلا  ن ظهري أصحابه فيحِي الله عليه وسلم يجلس بي 

هم هو حت  يسأل ي سننه[ ”يدري أيُّ
 ]أبو داود فن

“The Prophet would sit with his companions in any 
vacant spot, So, when a stranger come would not 
distinguish him until he asks, "Which one of you is 
the Prophet?"  (Abu Dawud) 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) prohibited his companions from 
standing up when he enters their gathering and said:   

 فليتبوأ مقعده من النار“
ً
رواه   [ ”من أحب أن يتمثل له الرجال قياما

مذي و أبو داوود  . }أحمد والي 
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“Let him who likes people to stand up before him 
prepare his place in Hell.” [Abu-Dawud] 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
We should have deep conviction that Allah, Al-Mu'min 
 is our fortress, providing us with safety and ,(المؤمن)
security. This belief should manifest in us through two 
key attributes 
 

1. You must believe in yourself as Allah’s 
representative, His Khalifa, placed on this earth 
to fulfill His purpose. Therefore, the actions of a 
Mu’min must align with their words. It is unfitting 
for a Mu’min to have a personality divided 
between an inner character and an outward 
appearance. A true Mu’min does not present a 
facade of piety while harboring envy or hatred in 
their heart. 

 
2. A Mu’min must also be a source of security and 

peace for those around them. A Mu’min is 
someone from whom all creatures feel safe and 
whom every person in fear can look to for help. 
A Mu’min is trustworthy in words, promises, and 
actions. Deception, trickery, and lies have no 
place in their character. The Prophet (PBUH) 
said: 
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“By Allah, he does not believe; by Allah, he does not 
believe; by Allah, he does not believe.” When asked, 
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“Who is that, O Messenger of Allah?” He replied, “The 
one whose neighbor is not safe from his harm.” 
 
This is why Allah, in the Qur'an, consistently mentions 
that those who believe must also perform righteous 
deeds ،﴾ِالِحَات  Faith alone is .﴿إنَِّ الَّذِينَ آمَنوُا وَعَمِلوُا الصَّ
incomplete without actions that reflect it. 
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Al-Muhaymin (المهيمن) - The Guardian  
 
The name Al-Muhaymin appears in the Qur'an once, in 
Surah Al-Hashr (59:23) 
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“He is Allah, there is no god but He; the Absolute 
Ruler, the Pure One, the Source of Peace, the 
Inspirer of Faith, the Guardian, the Exalted in 
Might, the Compeller, the Greatest: Glory to Allah! 
above the partners they attribute to Him.” (Al-
Hashr 59:23) 
 
The name Al-Muhaymin signifies Allah’s supreme authority 
and care over all His creation. It reflects His ability to 
oversee, protect, and control every aspect of life, including 
sustenance, actions, and the moment of death. Al-
Muhaymin is the One who has complete command over 
every situation. This divine attribute encompasses three key 
aspects: 
 

1. Allah’s Perfect Knowledge 
 
Allah has absolute knowledge of all things—both seen and 
unseen, whether they are public or secret, present or future. 
Allah says in the Qur'an: 
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 78التوبة: 
"Do they not know that Allah knows their secret 
thoughts and their secret counsels, and that Allah 
is the All-Knowing of all things unseen?" (At-
Tawbah 9:78) 



 139 
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"With Him are the keys of the unseen, the 
treasures that none knows but He. He knows 
whatever is in the earth and the sea. Not a leaf falls 
without His knowledge, nor a grain in the darkness 
of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry but is 
inscribed in a clear record." (Al-An’am 6:59) 
 

2. Allah’s Infinite Power 
 
Allah has absolute control over everything and is 
omnipresent. 
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 189عمران: 

"To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and 
the earth; and Allah has power over all things." (Al-
Imran 3:189) 
 

3. Allah’s Knowledge and Power are Eternal 
 

Unlike human beings, Allah’s knowledge and power 
are constant and unchanging. He is not bound by time 
and space as we are. However, unlike human rulers 
who may use power for selfish purposes, Allah's 
infinite power manifests through His mercy, kindness, 
and love, never through arrogance or vengeance. 
 
On one occasion, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) saw a 
woman lovingly embracing her child. He asked his 
companions: "Can you ever imagine this woman 
throwing her child into the fire?" 
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They replied, "No." 
The Prophet (PBUH) then said: "By the One in whose 
hand is the soul of Muhammad, Allah is more merciful 
to His servants than this mother is to her child." 
 

Allah, The Ultimate Guardian 
 
Allah is Al-Muhaymin, the Supreme Guardian, as 
demonstrated in numerous instances throughout 
history: 

• He protected Prophet Musa (Moses) from 
Pharaoh and his army. 

• He saved Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) from the 
fire. 

• He rescued Prophet Yunus (Jonah) from the 
belly of the whale. 

• He safeguarded Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
from the many conspiracies plotted against him. 

 
Recognizing that Allah is Al-Muhaymin should instill 
confidence and trust that He will always protect and 
support His believers. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
was assured of this divine guardianship even during 
the most challenging moments.  During the Battle of 
the Trench, when the Muslims faced a dire threat from 
all the allied tribes of Arabia, the Prophet (PBUH) 
confidently promised his companions victory over the 
Roman and Persian empires. The hypocrites, who 
lacked faith in Al-Muhaymin, mockingly questioned: 
"How can Muhammad promise us victory over Caesar 
and Persia when none of us even feels safe enough to 
relieve himself?" 
 
But Al-Muhaymin was in full control. Without the 
Muslims engaging in battle, Allah defeated the 
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Confederates, proving His divine power.  Allah affirms 
in the Qur'an: 
 

كِيمًا(( الفتح:  زِيزًا ح    ع 
َ
 اللّ

 
ان
َ
ك رْضِ ۚ و 

 ْ
الأ اتِ و  او  م   السَّ

 
ود
 
ن ِ ج 

َ
لِلّ  7)) و 

"To Allah belongs the forces of the heavens and 
the earth; and Allah is Exalted in Power, Full of 
Wisdom."(Surah Al-Fath 48:7) 
 

(( المدثر:  و 
 
 ه

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ك بِّ  ر 

 
ود
 
ن م  ج 

َ
عْل ا ي  م   31)) و 

"No one knows the forces of your Lord except 
Him." (Surah Al-Muddathir 74:31) 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 
By understanding that Allah is Al-Muhaymin, you 
should have absolute certainty that every statement in 
the Qur’an is true, and that every promise made by 
Allah will be fulfilled. 
 
The attribute of Al-Muhaymin also holds practical 
implications for believers, guiding them in their 
relationship with Allah. This involves four key elements: 
 

1. Knowing that Allah is Al-Muhaymin, you must fill 
your heart with His remembrance, ensuring that 
it is attentive to none but Him and fears no one 
but Him. 

2. Knowing that Allah is Al-Muhaymin, you must 
seek knowledge to cleanse your heart from 
spiritual diseases, your mind from falsehood, 
and your senses from engaging in 
disobedience. 

3. Always remember that Allah knows everything 
about your thoughts and actions. 
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4. This awareness should instill a sense of humility 
and accountability, preventing you from 
contemplating disobedience. 

5. If you fall into sin, you should immediately seek 
repentance, knowing that Allah is aware of all 
that you do. 

6. Since Allah controls everything, you should 
place full trust in Him. 

7. Have faith in a bright future and the certainty of 
ultimate success, as long as you remain 
steadfast in His obedience. 

 
By embodying these principles, a believer can align 
themselves with the meaning of Al-Muhaymin, 
strengthening their faith and deepening their 
connection with Allah. 
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Al-Aziz (العزيز) - The Victorious, the Eminent) 
 

The name Al-Aziz appears 88 times in the Qur’an. 
Among these occurrences: 

• 56 times (64%) it is paired with Al-Hakeem (The 
Wise), 

• 7 times with Al-Qawi (The Powerful), 
• 5 times each with Al-Raheem (The Merciful), Al-

Aleem (The All-Knowing), and Al-Ghafour (The 
Forgiving). 

 
This pairing highlights that Allah, Al-Aziz, is the 
absolute controller and provider of honor, power, and 
strength, bestowing them with wisdom, knowledge, and 
mercy. 
 
The name Al-Aziz is derived from a root that conveys 
rarity and great value. 

• Something rare but without value is not called 
Aziz. 

• Something valuable but not rare is also not 
called Aziz. 

 
Since Allah is absolutely unique—unparalleled in 
existence—and of supreme value, He is rightfully Al-
Aziz. 
 
Additionally, Al-Aziz comes from a root meaning to 
always be victorious. It also denotes winning an 
argument in disputes, as referenced in Surah Sad: 
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ْ
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 23ص:  ))فن

"This man is my brother: he has nine and ninety 
ewes, and I have (but) one: yet he says, `Commit 
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her to my care,' and he overpowered me in 
speech." (38:23) 
 
Another meaning of Al-Aziz is to strengthen. Allah uses 
this meaning in Surah Yasin, referring to the 
reinforcement of two messengers with a third: 

ا (( م 
 
وه ب 

َّ
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َ
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ِ ف
ن ي ْ
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ْ
يْهِم  اث

َ
ا إِل
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الِث   ف

 
 14. يس:  ))بِث

“When We (first) sent to them two Messengers, 
they rejected them: so, We strengthened them with 
a third.” (36:14) 
 

The name Al-Aziz encompasses four key attributes: 
 

1. Uniqueness – There is None Like Him, Allah is 
one and unmatched in His existence and 
attributes 

 

ُ أحََد  )))  مَدُ )1قلُۡ هُوَ ٱللََّّ ُ ٱلصَّ (  3)    ( لمَۡ يلَِدۡ وَلَمۡ يوُلَدۡ 2( ٱللََّّ
ا أحََد ..   4–1 : الإخلاص   ((وَلَمۡ يكَُن لَّهُ ۥ ڪُفوُ 

"Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; (1) Allah, the 
Eternal, Absolute; (2) He begets not, nor is He 
begotten; (3) And there is none like unto Him." (Al-
Ikhlas 112:1-4) 
 

2. Absolute Importance – All Creation Depends on 
Him.  Every being in existence is in desperate 
need of Allah. 

 2))الله لا إله إلا هو الحي القيوم(( آل عمران: 
"Allah! There is no god but He, the Living, the 
Sustainer of all things." (Al-Imran 3:2) 
 

3. Supreme Power and Inevitable Victory. Allah 
holds full control over everything, and whatever 
He decrees will inevitably come to pass. 
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 (( ))
 
ون م 

َ
عْل  ي 
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ْ
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َ
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َ
ل مْرِهِ و 

َ
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َ

لَ الِبٌ ع 
 
  غ

َ
اللّ و 
 21يوسف: 

"And Allah has full power and control over His 
affairs; but most among mankind do not know." 
(Yusuf 12:21) 
 

4. The Source of Honor and Power: Allah is the 
only true source of eminence and power. He 
grants it to whomever He wills and takes it away 
from whomever He wills. 

نْ (( مِيعًا  م   ج 
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ْ
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 10(( فاطر: ك

"If any seek honor and power, let them know that 
all honor and power belong to Allah."(Fatir 35:10) 
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ش
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ان: ق     26(( آل عِمر 

"Say: 'O Allah! Lord of Power and Rule, You give 
power to whom You please, and You strip power 
from whom You please. You bestow honor on 
whom You please, and You bring disgrace to 
whom You please. In Your hand is all good. Truly, 
You have power over all things.'"(Al-Imran 3:26) 
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ْ
 139النساء:  ))ال

"To those who take unbelievers as their supporters 
instead of the believers—do they seek honor 
among them? But all honor belongs to Allah."(An-
Nisa 4:139) 
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)) ِ
َ
لِلّ   و 

 
ون م 

َ
عْل  ي 

 
ن  لَ افِقِي 

 
ن م 
ْ
كِنَّ ال

َ
ل ن  و  مِنِي 

ْ
ؤ م 
ْ
لِل ولِهِ و  س  لِر   و 

 
ة عِزَّ

ْ
 ال

افِقون))
 
 :8المن

"To Allah, His Messenger, and the believers belong 
all honor, but the hypocrites do not know."(Al-
Munafiqun 63:8) 
 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

By understanding Allah’s name Al-Aziz, a Muslim 
should strive to reflect its meaning in their daily life in 
five main ways: 
 
1. Recognizing That All Power, Honor, and Dignity 
Belong to Allah Alone 
 
Recognizing that true power and honor come from 
Allah alone. No one else has the ability to affect your 
life without His will. Therefore, you should always carry 
yourself with dignity and never humiliate or degrade 
yourself before anyone.  
 
The Prophet (PBUH) said: “Seek what you want with 
dignity, for all matters are fulfilled by Allah’s will.” 
He also warned: “Whoever humbles himself before a 
rich man (merely due to his wealth) has lost a third 
of his religion.” 
It should be emphasized that when Allah’s greatness is 
firmly established in a person’s heart, everything else 
in this world appears insignificant in their eyes. 
 
2. Being Conscious of Allah and His Commands 
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Since Allah is the source of all eminence, you should 
always remain mindful of Him and His guidance.  
Never underestimate any sin, for the seriousness of a 
sin is not in its nature but in the One whom you have 
disobeyed.  It is contradictory to claim knowledge of 
Allah while disobeying Him.  True faith in Allah is 
settled in the heart, expressed by the tongue, and 
reflected in actions.  The Prophet (PBUH) said: “It is 
enough knowledge for a man to fear Allah, and it is 
enough ignorance for a man to be proud of what he 
knows.” 
 
3. Avoiding Arrogance and Boastfulness 
 
Since Al-Aziz is the One who grants honor, you should 
rid your heart of arrogance and pride. The same way 
Allah gives you blessings and status, He can take them 
away.  Despite his esteemed position, the Prophet 
(PBUH) remained the epitome of humility.  Once, a 
slave who met him was overwhelmed and began to 
tremble. The Prophet (PBUH) reassured him: “Calm 
yourself, I am only the son of a woman from 
Quraysh who used to eat dried bread in Mecca.” 
 
4. Seeking Honor Through Obedience to Allah 
 
If you wish to be Aziz (honorable and respected), 
dedicate yourself to Allah’s obedience.  Whatever you 
sacrifice for the sake of Allah, He will compensate you 
with something far greater in both this life and the 
Hereafter.  If you glorify Allah’s commands, He will 
glorify you. But if you ignore His commands, He will 
leave you to your own downfall. Allah states in the 
Qur’an: 
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(( الحج:  اء 
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َ
هِنِ اللّ نْ ي  م             18)) و 

“Whomever Allah disgraces, no one can grant 
honor to: for Allah does whatever He wills.” (Al-
Hajj 22:18) 
 
5. Striving to Embody the Qualities of Al-Aziz 
 
To reflect Allah’s attribute of Al-Aziz, work on 
developing a character that earns respect and 
admiration from others. This is not through arrogance 
but through virtues such as morality, wisdom, 
knowledge, kindness, mercy, and tolerance. 
Additionally, treat all people with honor and respect, as 
Allah has honored all of humanity through His creation. 
Only Allah has the authority to disgrace someone, and 
He does so as a means of guiding them back to the 
right path. 
 
By embodying these principles, a believer can attain 
true honor and dignity in the sight of Al-Aziz, the One 
who grants and withholds power according to His 
wisdom. 
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Al-Jabbar (الجبار) - The Compeller  
 

The name Al-Jabbar appears once in the Qur'an, in 
Surah Al-Hashr (59:23).  
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23 
“He is Allah, there is no god but He; the Absolute 
Ruler, the Pure One, the Source of Peace, the 
Inspirer of Faith, the Guardian, the Exalted in 
Might, the Compeller, the Greatest: Glory to Allah! 
above the partners they attribute to Him.” (Al-
Hashr 59:23) 
 
This divine name encompasses three key attributes: 
 

1. The One Who is Beyond Reach: The name Al-
Jabbar comes from a root that signifies 
someone so exalted that cannot be reached.  
Allah is Al-Jabbar because He is far beyond 
human perception—eyes cannot see Him, and 
thoughts cannot fully comprehend Him. 

(( الأنعام:  ار  بْص 
 ْ
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 ْ
 الأ

 
ه
ُ
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 103))لَ

“No vision can comprehend Him not, but He 
comprehends (all) visions. (Al-Anaam 6:103) 
 

2. The One Who Mends and Restores: The root of 
Al-Jabbar is also used to describe the act of 
fixing what is broken, much like a healer who 
sets fractured bones so they can heal correctly.  
Allah is Al-Jabbar because He: 

o Straightens what is crooked, 
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o Eliminates injustice, 
o Breaks the power of oppressors, 
o Supports the weak and the oppressed. 

 
3. The One Who Compels and Enforces His Will: 

Al-Jabbar also signifies the One whose will is 
irresistible—He compels all creations to submit 
to His divine decree.  In a Hadith Qudsi, Allah 
says: “You desire, and I desire. If you accept 
what I desire, I will grant you what you desire. 
But if you resist My will, I will make it difficult for 
you to attain what you desire, and in the end, 
only My will shall prevail.”  An example of this 
divine compulsion is Pharaoh. He sought to 
prevent the rise of a challenger by killing the 
male children of Banu Israel. Yet, Allah 
compelled him to unknowingly raise the very 
child—Musa (AS)—who would bring about his 
downfall. 

 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

Understanding Al-Jabbar should inspire us to embody 
four key qualities: 
 

1. Rely Solely on Allah for Help: Do not place 
your trust in anyone else. True support comes 
only from Al-Jabbar. 

2. Never Commit Injustice: Do not oppress 
others, for Al-Jabbar will come to their aid and 
stand against you. 

3. Uphold Justice and Support the Weak: Be 
proactive in defending the rights of the 
oppressed and helping those in need. 
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4. Elevate Your Character: Strive for such 
honesty and righteousness that others naturally 
respect and look up to you. 

 
By embracing these lessons, we align ourselves with 
the divine attribute of Al-Jabbar—seeking justice, 
standing firm in righteousness, and trusting in Allah’s 
ultimate authority over all things. 
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Al-Mutakabbir (المتكبر) - The Greatest, The 
Supreme 
 

The name Al-Mutakabbir appears in the Qur'an in 
Surah Al-Hashr (59:23):  
.  

 ، مِن 
ْ
ؤ م 
ْ
، ال م 

 
لَ ، السَّ وس 

ُّ
د
 
ق
ْ
، ال

 
لِك م 

ْ
، ال و 

 
 ه

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ه ٰـ
 
 إِل
 
ذِي لَ

َ
  ال

َ
و  اللّ

 
)) ه

  ))
 
ون

ُ
كِ
ْ

شۡ ا ي  مَّ ِ ع 
َ
 اللّ

 
ان بْح  ، س  يِِّ 

َ
ك
 
ت م 
ْ
، ال ار  بَّ ج 

ْ
، ال زِيز  ع 

ْ
، ال يْمِن  ه  م 

ْ
ال

   23الحشۡ: 
“He is Allah, there is no god but He; the Absolute 
Ruler, the Pure One, the Source of Peace, the 
Inspirer of Faith, the Guardian, the Exalted in 
Might, the Compeller, the Greatest: Glory to Allah! 
above the partners they attribute to Him.” (Al-
Hashr 59:23) 
 

Al-Mutakabbir is the One who possesses absolute 
greatness and considers everything else insignificant in 
comparison to Himself. His majesty is unmatched, and 
He views all creation as a king looks upon his 
subjects—with absolute superiority.   However, there is 
a distinction: 

• If someone rightfully claims greatness, it is a 
sign of true supremacy. 

• If someone falsely claims superiority, it is 
nothing but arrogance, which is despicable and 
condemned. 

 
The name Al-Mutakabbir is an emphatic form that 
denotes actively exercising rights, privileges, and 
authority that are exclusive to Him and above the rights 
of all creation. 
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While humans can never fully comprehend Allah, He 
provides parables in the Quran to help us grasp His 
attributes: 
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“He gives you a similitude from your own 
(experience): do you have partners among those 
whom your right hands possess; to share as 
equals in the wealth We have bestowed on you? 
Do you fear them as you fear each other? Thus, do 
We explain the Signs in detail to people who 
understand. “(Ar-Room 30:28) 
 

To illustrate this further: 
• If an ignorant person claims to be 

knowledgeable, it exposes their weakness. But 
if a true scholar proclaims their knowledge to 
help others learn, it signifies their perfection. 

• If a coward claims to be brave, it is false pride. 
But if a genuinely courageous person asserts 
their bravery to offer protection, it is a noble trait. 

 
Similarly, when Allah declares His greatness, it is an 
attribute of absolute perfection. But when humans 
claim superiority over others, it is a sign of imperfection 
and arrogance. 
 
This divine name Al-Mutakabbir encompasses five 
essential meanings: 

1. Absolute Greatness: Allah sees everything as 
small in relation to Himself. His greatness is 
beyond measure. 
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2. Infinite Authority: Allah is the eternal King whose 
dominion over the universe will never diminish. 
He has absolute control over all things and 
complete knowledge of every detail within His 
creation. 

3. Immunity from External Influence: Nothing can 
influence Allah, making His justice absolute. 
Since His kingdom is infinite, no one can harm 
Him, and thus, His forgiveness is limitless. 

4. Absolute Will: Allah’s will is unchangeable. No 
force can persuade Him otherwise. Whatever 
He decrees comes to pass, and no one can 
overrule His decisions. 

5. Ultimate Perfection: Allah is completely free 
from any flaws or weaknesses. This attribute is 
closely linked to Al-Quddus (The Most Pure). 

 
For any human to claim these attributes for themselves 
is false, arrogant, and detestable. This is why Allah 
condemns those who seek Kibriyaa’ (كبرياء, self-
glorification).  The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
warned: 
   

ي ” صلَ الله عليه وسلم  قال رسول الله 
قلبه  لا يدخل النار أحد فن

ي قلبه مثقال  خردل  مثقال حبة  
من إيمان ولا يدخل الجنة أحد فن

  )مسلم  صحيح.“ (كيِياء  من  خردل حبة  
 “No one will enter Paradise if he has even an 
atom’s weight of arrogance in their heart, and no 
one will enter Hell if they have even an atom’s 
weight of faith in their heart.” (Muslim)  
 
Furthermore, Allah states in a Qudsi Hadith: 
 



 155 

 الكيِياء ” قال الله عز وجل  صلَ الله عليه وسلم  قال رسول الله 
ي واحدا منهما قذفته

ي والعظمة إزاري فمن نازعتن
ي النار ردات 

 .”فن

صحيح مسلم وأخرجه الْمام أحمد وأبو داود وابن ماجة وابن (
 )  حبان

“Pride (Kibriyaa’) is My garment, and Greatness is 
My cloak. Whoever tries to claim them, I will cast 
them into Hell.” (Muslim) 
 
Arrogance destroys the very essence of servitude to 
Allah. A true servant must be humble before their 
Master. Therefore: 

• Humility is rewarded with Paradise. 

• Arrogance is punished with Hell. 

 
The Prophet (PBUH) said: 

درجة   لله تواضع من”  :صلَ الله عليه وسلم  رسول الله قال 
ي 
ن  رفعه الله درجة حت  يجعله فن ومن تكيِ علَ الله درجة   عليي 

ي أسفل  وضعه الله
ن درجة حت  يجعله فن  )مسند أحمد  .”(السافلي 

“Whoever humbles himself for Allah, He will 
elevate his rank until he reaches the highest levels 
of Paradise. But whoever exalts himself in 
arrogance, Allah will lower their rank until they 
become the lowest of the low (in Hellfire).” 
(Ahmad) 
 
The attribute Al-Mutakabbir belongs exclusively to 
Allah. Allah does not love the arrogant. 

• Almost always, Allah humiliates the arrogant, 
bringing them to ruin. 

• Just as rain does not gather on high mountains 
but collects in valleys, Allah’s blessings and 
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mercy descend upon those who humble 
themselves before Him. 

 
The first being to show arrogance was Satan. He 
refused to bow to Adam (AS), claiming superiority: 
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"I am better than him! You created me from fire, 
and You created him from clay!" (Al-A’raf 7:12) 
 
Likewise, those who follow in Satan’s footsteps—
believing that their intelligence, wealth, power, or 
status make them superior—fail to recognize that all 
blessings come from Allah alone.  Despite his 
unmatched status, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
was the model of humility.  After the conquest of 
Mecca, a man approached him, overwhelmed with 
awe. Seeing this, the Prophet (PBUH) reassured him: 

 النتِي 
فرائصه   ترعد  رجل فكلمه فجعل   صلَ الله عليه وسلم  أت 

ي لست بملك إنما أنا ابن امرأة تأكل  ” :فقال له
هون عليك فإتن

ن ابن ماجه .“ (القديد  )سين

“O my brother, do not be intimidated. I am not a 
king. I am just the son of a woman from Quraysh 
who used to eat dried bread.” (Sunan Ibn Majah) 
 
The name Al-Mutakabbir should remind us of Allah’s 
incomparable greatness and our own insignificance. 

• Think of our beginning: A tiny, insignificant drop 
of fluid. 

• Think of our end: A lifeless corpse that even our 
loved ones cannot bear to keep. 

• Think of our resting place: A dark, six-foot grave 
covered with dirt. 
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How can a human, who is so weak and temporary, 
ever be arrogant before Al-Mutakabbir, the Supreme? 
True greatness belongs to Allah alone. The wise 
person is the one who humbles himself before the 
Creator, for in humility lies the path to honor, blessings, 
and Paradise. 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 
There are five ways that we can realize the divine 
attribute, Al-Mutakabbir, in our life:  
 
1. Acknowledge our lowly nature compared to the 
greatness of Allah, Al-Mutakabbir.  This should impact 
us in three ways:  

a) Our egotism and pride will be diminished and 
replaced by humility and genuine obedience, service 
and worship of the true Al-Mutakabbir, Allah; in return, 
Al-Mutakabbir, will reward us with true greatness and 
honor. 

b) We will gain true freedom from fear of and 
servitude to anyone other than Allah.  While we will not 
belittle anyone, we will become immune to being 
belittled. 

C) We become aware that our dignity is 
elevated by how humble we are toward Allah and his 
creations.  

2. Work hard to maximize our potential and influence, 
while remembering that the gifts we acquire and the 
opportunities we have are presented to us by Allah. 
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3. Develop Immunity against being unjust when 
provoked and free ourselves from whatever distracts 
our hearts from truth and obedience to Allah. 

4. Have full control over our desires and passions and 
align our will with Allah’s will.  

5. Purify ourselves from all imperfection or 
weaknesses.  
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Al-Khaliq (الخالق) - The Creator  
 

The names of Allah — Al-Khaliq (The Creator), Al-Bari’ 
(The Producer), and Al-Musawwir (The Fashioner) — 
appear together only once in the Qur'an, in Surat Al-
Hashr: 
 

 مَا 
ُ
ه

َ
 ل

ُ
ح ٰ ۚ يُسَبِّ نََ حُسأ

ْ
مَاءُ ال سأ

َ أ
 الْ

ُ
ه

َ
رُ ۖ ل مُصَوِّ

ْ
 ال

ُ
بَارِئ

ْ
الِقُ ال

َ
خ

ْ
ُ ال وَ اللَّه

ُ
)) ه

 : حَكِيمُ(( الحشر
ْ
عَزِيزُ ال

ْ
وَ ال

ُ
ضِ ۖ وَه رأ

َ أ
مَاوَاتِ وَالْ ي السَّ  24فَِ

“He is Allah, the Creator, the Producer, the 
Fashioner. To Him belong the most beautiful 
names. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth 
glorifies Him, and He is the Mighty, the Wise.” (Al-
Hashr 59:24) 
 
Though these names appear in other forms elsewhere 
in the Qur’an, they are mentioned together as definite 
names only in this verse. 
 
These three names share close meanings and are 
considered near synonyms. In Arabic, when near-
synonyms appear individually, each can represent the 
broader meaning of the others. However, when listed 
together, the subtle distinctions between them must be 
considered. This is a known linguistic rule. 
 
For example, Allah says: 
 

... (( التوبة:  ِ
ن اكِي  س  م 

ْ
ال اءِ و  ر 

 
ق
 
ف
ْ
 لِل
 
ات

 
ق
 
د ا الصَّ م 

َّ
 60)) إِن

“Charity is for the poor and the needy …” (Al-
Tawba 9:60) 
 
Although the poor and the needy are similar, their 
distinction is necessary here because they are 
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mentioned together. The poor refers to those in 
extreme need — for instance, someone earning 5 
while needing 10. The needy refers to those with slight 
deficiency, someone earning 90 but needing 100. 
 
However, when only one of these terms appears, it can 
imply both categories. For example: 

ا هِِ  (( نِعِمَّ
 
تِ ف ٰـ ق 

 
د  ٱلصَّ

ْ
وا
 
بۡد
 
ا  ۖإِن ت

 
وه
 
ت
ۡ
ؤ
 
ت ا و 

 
وه

 
ف
ۡ
خ
 
إِن ت ءَ  و 

ٓ
رَا
َ
ق
ُ
ف
ۡ
و   ٱل ه 

 
ف

مۡ 
ُ
ڪ

َ
 ل
ًٌ۬ ۡ ي 
 
 271...(( البقرة:  ۚخ

“If you openly give the charity, it is good, and if 
you keep it secret and give it to the poor, it is 
better for you.” (Al-Baqarah 2:271) - Here, the poor 
includes the needy. 
 

)) 
 
ون

 
نفِق ا ي 

 
اذ  م 

 
ك
 
ون
ُ
ل ٔـَ سۡ نۡ  ۖي  م مِّ

 
ت
ۡ
ق
 
نف
َ
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ٓ
ا لۡ م 

 
و   ق

 
لِل
 
 ً۬ ف
ۡ
ي 
 
يۡنِ ٲخ

 
ن  ٱو   لِد بِي  ر 

ۡ
ق
 ۡ
 لأ

ٰ ٱو   م  ٰـ ت  ي 
 
ن ٱوَ  ل

كِي   ٰـ مَسَ
ۡ
بِيلِ ٱ  بۡنِ ٱو   ل  215(( البقرة:  ۗۚ لسَّ

“They ask you what they should spend (in charity). 
Say: Whatever good you spend is for the parents, 
the relatives, the orphans, the needy and 
wayfarers.” (Al-Baqarah 2:215) - Here, the needy 
includes the poor. 
 
Similarly, since Al-Khaliq (الخالق), Al-Bari' ( البارئ) and Al-
Musawwir (المصور) are mentioned together, each name 
carries a distinct shade of meaning that should be 
appreciated: 

• Al-Khaliq (The Creator): Refers to bringing 
something into existence from nothing. 

• Al-Bari’ (The Producer): Indicates creating with 
precision according to a preordained plan. 

• Al-Musawwir (The Fashioner): Refers to shaping 
and giving form and features. 

 
This distinction is supported by Surah Al-A‘raf: 
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 11الأعراف: 
“We created you, then shaped you, then said to the 
angels: Prostrate before Adam...” (Al-Araf 7:11) 
 
Here, creation (khalq) precedes shaping (tasweer), 
reflecting the difference between the two stages.  
Likewise, in Surah Al-Hadid (57:22): 
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 22(( الحديد:    ۚق

“No disaster strikes the earth or yourselves but it 
is in a Book before We bring it into being (نهبْرَأهََا).” 
(Al-Hadid 57:22) 
 
The verb nabra’uha — derived from Al-Bari’ — 
emphasizes the execution of what was prewritten, 
showing the precision of the creative process. 
 
Although Allah’s attributes are beyond human 
comparison, relatable examples help clarify the 
concepts — as the Qur'an itself uses such examples. 
For instance, to explain the illogical nature of 
associating partners with Allah, He says in Surah Ar-
Rum): 
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ْ
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ف
 
 ن
 
لِك

 
ذ
َ
 28(( الروم: ك

“He gives you an example from yourselves: Do you 
have among those you own partners in the wealth 
We have provided for you, equal with you? Do you 
fear them as you fear each other? This is to explain 
the Signs to people who understand.” (Al-Room 
30:28) 
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In human practice, everything we create follows three 
essential stages: planning, construction, and 
refinement. For example, building a structure involves: 

1. Hiring an architect to develop the design and 
plans. 

2. Contracting a construction company to build 
according to the plans. 

3. Engaging an interior designer to add finishing 
touches and unique features. 

 
Each stage requires experts who rely on accumulated 
knowledge — past designs, construction methods, 
material science, codes, and analytical tools — to 
complete the project successfully. 
 
In contrast, for the universe, Allah alone is the Creator 
of the materials, the Planner, the Designer, the Builder, 
and the Perfecter. When Allah creates, His divine 
names — Al-Khaliq (The Creator/Planner), Al-Bari’ 
(The Producer/Constructor), and Al-Musawwir (The 
Fashioner/Decorator) — are all manifested. 
 
Muslims are commanded to study both Allah’s 
revealed words (the Qur'an) and His observed creation 
(the universe and themselves). Through this reflection, 
believers witness every stage of creation — from raw 
materials, to design, to construction, to beauty and 
perfection. This deep understanding leads to truly 
knowing Allah. Without such study, Allah may remain 
an abstract concept, easily shaken by doubts or 
Satan’s whispers. 
 
Since Allah cannot be seen, as He says: 
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ر  (( ٰـ بۡص 
 ۡ
 ٱلأ
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ۡ
د و  ي 
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 ۡ
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َ
و  ٱلل

 
ه ((   و 

 103الأنعام: 
No vision can comprehend Him, but He 
comprehends all visions. He is the Subtle, the All-
Aware”. (Al-An’am 6:103) 
 
We come to know Him by reflecting on His creation — 
just as we recognize a person’s genius through their 
work, even if we never meet them.  This is why the 
Qur'an repeatedly calls attention to the beauty and 
precision of Allah’s creation. For example, Allah says: 
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“He created the heavens without pillars that you 
see, placed mountains on the earth so it would not 
shake with you, and spread throughout it all kinds 
of creatures. And We send down rain from the sky, 
causing every noble kind (of plant) to grow. (10) 
This is the creation of Allah. So, show Me what 
those besides Him have created. Indeed, the 
wrongdoers are in clear error.” (Luqman 31:10-11) 
 
In Islam, there is no division between "religious" and 
"secular" sciences. Fields such as biology, chemistry, 
physics, astronomy, earth sciences, and history are 
considered part of divine knowledge. Studying them is 
not only encouraged but praised by Allah, as it leads to 
true understanding and recognition of Him. Allah says: 
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“Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the 
earth and the alternation of night and day are signs 
for those of understanding. (190) They remember 
Allah while standing, sitting, and lying down, and 
reflect on the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, saying, ‘Our Lord, You did not create all of 
this without purpose. Glory be to You, protect us 
from the punishment of the Fire.’” (Al-Emran 3:190-
191) 
And He says: 
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زِيزٌ غ      28-27ع 

“Do you not see that Allah sends down rain from 
the sky, producing fruits of different colors? And in 
the mountains are streaks of white, red, and black 
of varying shades. (27) Likewise, among people, 
animals, and cattle are those of different colors. 
Only those with knowledge (scientists) truly fear 
Allah. Verily, Allah is Mighty and Forgiving.” (Fatir 
35:27-28) (Fater 35:27-28) 
 
Note: In this verse, proper understanding of Arabic 
grammar is essential. The word  َ  is the object (Allah) ٱلِلّه
(marked with fatha), and  ْٰٓؤُا ٰـ  is the (the scientists)  ٱلۡعلَُمَ
subject (marked with damma). Thus, the correct 
meaning is: “It is the scientists who truly fear Allah.” 
Reversing this would distort the meaning entirely, 
implying Allah fears the scientists — which is a grave 
error. 
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Allah commands believers to study the universe and 
their own creation:   
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“And on the earth are signs for those with certainty 
of faith — and in yourselves. Will you not then 
see?” (Al-Dhariyat 51:20-21) 
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19-20 
“Have they not seen how Allah originates creation, 
then will reproduce it? Surely, that is easy for 
Allah. (19) Say: Travel through the land and 
observe how He began creation. Then Allah will 
bring forth the next creation. Indeed, Allah is 
capable of all things.” (Al-Ankabout 29:19-20)  
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“He is the One who created the seven heavens, 
one above the other. You will not see any 
inconsistency in the creation of Al-Rahman. So 
look again: do you see any flaws? Then look again 
and yet again — your gaze will return to you 
humbled and weary.” (Al-Mulk 67:3-4) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
Allah’s name Al-Khaliq (The Creator) should remind us 
of His greatness and our limited power and knowledge. 
There are five key ways to embody elements of this 
divine attribute in our lives: 
 

1. Pursue knowledge through studying Allah’s 
creation. 
Reflecting on the natural world leads to 
understanding Allah. Scientific advancements — 
submarines inspired by fish, planes by birds, 
navigation by migratory animals, and medical 
breakthroughs through studying the human 
body — all trace back to His creation. Many 
discoveries still await us. 

 
2. Honor the perfection of Allah’s creation. 

Avoid any actions that distort or disrespect the 
natural form and function Allah has perfected. 

 
3. Acknowledge and be grateful for how Allah 

created you. 
Recognize your unique beauty and the 
blessings of being served by other creations.  

 
4. Guard your belief from Satan’s whispers. 

Knowing that Allah is the incomparable and 
eternal Creator — “There is nothing like Him” 
 protects you — (Ash-Shura 42:11) (ليَْسَ كَمِثْلِهِ شَيْء  )
from doubts. The Prophet (PBUH) said: 
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 البخاري( 
“Satan may come to one of you and ask, ‘Who created 
you?’ and you reply, ‘Allah.’ Then he continues: ‘Who 
created Allah?’ If this happens, seek refuge with Allah 
and abandon such thoughts.” (Bukhari) 
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 Al-Bari' (البارئ) - The Producer, The Maker of 
Order 
 

Allah’s name Al-Bari’ (البـارئ) appears once in the 
Quran, in Surah Al-Hashr, alongside Al-Khaliq (الخالق) 
(the Creator) and Al-Musawwir (المصور) (The 
Fashioner):   
 

ح له  ))هو الله الخالق، البارئ، المصور، له الْسماء الحسنَ، يُسبِّ
 :  24ما فَي السماوات والْرض، وهو العزيز الحكيم(( الحشر

“He is Allah—the Creator, the Producer, the 
Fashioner. To Him belong the Most Beautiful 
Names. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth 
glorifies Him. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.” (Al-
Hashr 59:24) 
 
In our earlier discussion on Al-Khāliq, we noted that 
although these three names all relate to creation, their 
specific mention together indicates distinct roles: 

• Al-Khāliq: The Planner or Designer 
• Al-Bāri’: The Executor of the plan 
• Al-Muṣawwir: The One who completes the form 

and detail 
 
However, when any of these names appear alone, they 
encompass the entire process of creation. For 
example: 

ن   اب  مِّ
 
ي كِت ِ

 فن
َّ
مْ إِلَ

ُ
سِك

 
نف
َ
ي أ ِ
 فن
 
لَ رْضِ و 

 ْ
ي الأ ِ

ة  فن
صِيب  اب  مِن مُّ ص 

َ
ا أ )) م 

ا(( الحديد: 
 
ه
َ
أ يِْ 
َّ
ن ن
َ
بْلِ أ

 
 22ق

“No disaster strikes the earth or yourselves but it 
is in a Book before We bring it into being (نهبْرَأهََا). 
Surely that is easy for Allah.” (Al-Hadid 57:22) 
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The verb (نَّبْرَأهََا) is derived from Al-Bari’ (البارئ) showing 
Allah’s role in bringing a pre-planned event into reality 
— not by chance, but through divine order and 
causality. 
 
In Surah Al-Baqarah (2:54), the word Bāri’ikum refers 
to Allah as the Creator in the comprehensive sense, 
encompassing the attributes of Al-Khāliq and Al-
Muṣawwir: 
 

مْ(( البقرة: 
ُ
ارِئِك  ب 

َ
وا إِلَ وب 

 
ت
 
 54)) ف

“So turn in repentance to your Creator 
(Bāri’ikum)…” (Al-Baqara 2:54) 
 
Linguistic Roots and Connotations 
The root b-r-ʾ carries several classical meanings: 

• To bring into being something of value out of 
nothing 

• To be free from fault or imperfection 
• To cure or heal from illness 
• To absolve from a claim 
• To shape or sharpen 

 
These meanings appear in common Arabic 
expressions like: 

• Barā’ah ikhtirāʿ (patent) (برأة الاختراع), 
• Barīʾ (innocent) (برئ) 
• Barā al-qalam (sharpen the pen) (برى القلم) 
• Barā min al-maraḍ (recovered from illness) (  برأ

 (من المرض
Allah uses this root in Surah Al-Bayyina: 
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الِدِين   
 
م  خ

َّ
ن ه  ارِ ج 

 
ي ن ِ
ن  فن كِِي 

ْ
شۡ م 

ْ
ال ابِ و 

 
كِت
ْ
لِ ال

ْ
ه
َ
وا مِنْ أ ر 

 
ف
َ
ذِين  ك

َ
 ال
َّ
)) إِن

ةِ )  يَّ ِ
يِ 
ْ
ُّ ال

 
مْ سَۡ

 
 ه

 
ئِك

َ
ول
ُ
ا أ اتِ 6فِيه  الِح  وا الصَّ

ُ
مِل ع  وا و 

 
ن ذِين  آم 

َ
 ال
َّ
( إِن
ةِ (( البينة:  يَّ ِ

يِ 
ْ
ْ  ال ي 

 
مْ خ

 
 ه

 
ئِك

َ
ول
ُ
 7-6أ

“Indeed, those who disbelieved from the People of 
the Book and the polytheists will be in Hellfire to 
dwell in it forever. They are the worst of [al-
barīyah] creation. (6) But those who believed and 
did righteous deeds are the best of [al-barīyah] 
creation.” (Al-Bayyina 98:6-7) 
 
Allah’s name Al-Bara’a (البـارئ) implies the following 
key attributes: 
 

1. Creating from Nothing and Without Precedent: 
Allah, Al-Bāri’, brings the elements of creation 
into existence from nothing. He created 
hydrogen and helium, from which all elements 
— including oxygen and water — were later 
formed. These were the building blocks for life, 
as stated: 

ا  م 
 
اه
 
ن
ْ
ق
 
ت
 
ف
 
ا ف
ً
ق
ْ
ت ا ر 
 
ت
 
ان
َ
رْض  ك

 ْ
الأ اتِ و  او  م   السَّ

َّ
ن
َ
وا أ ر 

 
ف
َ
ذِين  ك

َ
ر  ال مْ ي 

َ
ل و 
َ
)) أ

(( الأنبياء:  ى ي
ء  ح  ْ ي

 
لَّ شۡ

ُ
اءِ ك م 

ْ
ا مِن  ال

 
ن
ْ
ل ع  ج   30و 

“Have The disbelievers not recognized that the 
heavens and the earth were one united piece, then 
We parted them? And We created every living thing 
from water. Will they not then believe?” (Al-Anbiyā’ 
21:30) 

تِهِ (( ٰـ اي  مِنۡ ء     ۦ و 
 
ون شِۡ 

 
نت
 
 ت
ًٌ۬ شۡ  م ب 

 
نت
َ
 أ
ٓ
ا
 
مَّ إِذ

 
ً۬ ث اب 

ر 
 
ن ت م مِّ

ُ
ك
 
ق
َ
ل
 
 خ
ۡ
ن
َ
 أ

 :20 الروم))
“Among His signs is that He created you from 
dust, and now you are humans spreading around.” 
(Al-Rom 30:20) 
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2. Healer and Curer: Al-Bāri’ is also the One who 
heals. Prophet Ibrahim (AS) said: 

(( الشعراء:  ِ
ن فِي 

ْ
ش و  ي  ه 

 
 ف
 
ت

ْ
رِض ا م 

 
إِذ  80)) و 

“And when I am ill, it is He who cures me.” (Ash-
Shuʿarā’ 26:80) 
 

3. Protector Against Injustice: Allah, Al-Bāri’, 
defends believers from the harm and claims of 
transgressors: 

 

)) 
ْ
وٓا
 
ن ام  ذِين  ء 

َ
نِ ٱل ٲفِع  ع 

 
د   ي 

َ
 ٱللّ

َّ
ور   ۗإِن

 
ف
َ
 ك
ً۬
ان 
وَّ
 
لَّ خ

ُ
حِبُّ ك  ي 

 
  لَ

َ
 ٱللّ

َّ
((   إِن

 38الحج: 
“Surely, Allah defends those who believe. Indeed, 
Allah does not love anyone who is treacherous or 
ungrateful.” (Al-Ḥajj 22:38) 
 

4. Purifier of Societies: Allah gives warnings before 
purging evil from societies. He purifies them 
only after ample warnings are ignored: 

 

(( )التوبة:  ن  كِِي 
ْ

شۡ م 
ْ
ن  ال م مِّ

ُّ
دت
 
اه ذِين  ع 

َ
 ال

َ
ولِهِ إِلَ س  ر  ِ و 

َ
ن  اللّ  مِّ

ٌ
ة اء  ر  )) ب 

1) 
“Freedom from obligation is proclaimed from Allah 
and His Messenger toward those polytheists with 
whom you made treaties.” (At-Tawbah 9:1) 
 

ا ((
 
ن
ۡ
ق
َ
ل
 
ا خ و  ٱم  ٰـ م  رۡض  ٱو   تِ ٲ لسَّ

 ۡ
 بِ  لأ

َّ
 إِلَ
ٓ
ا م  ه 

 
يۡن ا ب  م  قِّ ٱو  ح 

 
  ل

م ً۬ س  ً۬ مُّ ل 
ج 
َ
أ   ۚو 

ذِين  ٱو  
َ
   ل

 
ون

 
عۡرِض  م 

ْ
وا نذِر 

ُ
 أ
ٓ
ا مَّ  ع 

ْ
وا ر 

 
ف
َ
 :3حقافٴالا ))ك

“We did not create the heavens and the earth 
except in truth and for a specified term. Yet the 
disbelievers turn away from what they are warned 
of.” (Al-Aḥqāf 46:3) 
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The Prophet (PBUH) said:  

عن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسلم قال: »لا شخصٌ أحبَّ إليه العذر  
ين ومنذرِين« 

ِّ
، مبشۡ ن  الله المرسلي 

 
من الله، منْ أجلِ ذلك بعث
 .)صحيح البخاري: ، و مسلم( 

“No one loves to accept excuses more than Allah. 
That’s why He sent messengers with good news 
and warnings.” 
 

5. Remover of Corruption When All Hope is Lost: 
When reform is no longer possible, Allah 
removes corrupt people entirely. This was the 
case with the people of Nuh (AS): 

 
ارًا((  يَّ

 
افِرِين  د

َ
ك
ْ
رْضِ مِن  ال

 ْ
 الأ

َ
لَ رْ ع 

 
ذ
 
 ت
 
بِّ لَ وحٌ رَّ

 
ال  ن

 
ق  26نوح:  ) و 

“Nuh said: ‘My Lord, do not leave on the earth a 
single disbeliever. If You leave them, they will 
mislead Your slaves…’” (Nūḥ 71:26–27) 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
1. Study the Causes of Disasters: Since Allah, Al-

Bāri’, executes the divine plan when conditions 
are met, Muslims are encouraged to study 
natural causes — such as those leading to 
disasters — to anticipate and protect against 
their effects. 
 

2. Strive for Excellence in Execution: When 
entrusted with implementing a plan, a Muslim 
should aim to follow the best procedures and 
choose the most suitable materials to ensure 
the plan is fulfilled with excellence. 
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3. Purify Yourself from Wrongdoing: A believer 

should actively cleanse himself from harmful 
habits and avoid relationships that lead to 
disobedience or tolerating evil. 

 
4. Give Excuses and Advise Gently: Muslims 

should assume the best of others and offer 
advice before judgment. Imam Ja‘far Al-Sadiq 
said: 

ي شعب الْيمان عن جعفر الصادق رحمه الله قال: "إذا  
ن
ي ف

روى البيهق 
ن عذر،   ا إلَ سبعي 

ً
رًا واحد

ْ
مِسْ له عذ

 
ه فالت كِر 

ْ
ن
 
ء  ت  الشۡي

 
 عن أخيك

 
ك
 
بلغ

ه". 
 
ه وإلا قلْ: لعلَّ له عذرٌ لا أعرف

 
 فإن أصبت

“If you hear something unpleasant about your 
brother, make up to seventy excuses for him. If you 
can’t, say: ‘Perhaps he has an excuse I don’t 
know.’” 
 

5. Remain Humble: Recognizing that we were 
created from soil should instill deep humility and 
prevent arrogance. 

 
6. Be a Source of Healing: Since Allah is the 

Healer, Muslims should be grateful for His care 
and strive to be a source of comfort, healing, 
and support for others. 
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Al-Musawwir (المصور) - The Shaper of 
Beauty, the Fashioner 
 

The name Al-Muṣawwir appears once in the Qur'an in 
Surah Al-Hashr alongside Al-Khāliq (The Creator) and 
Al-Bāri’ (The Producer):   

ي  ِ
ا فن  م 

 
ه
َ
 ل
 
ح بِّ س  ٰ ي  سْتن  ح 

ْ
اء  ال سْم 

 ْ
 الأ

 
ه
َ
ر  ۖ ل وِّ ص  م 

ْ
 ال
 
ارِئ ب 

ْ
الِق  ال

 
خ
ْ
  ال

َ
و  اللّ

 
))ه

(( الحشۡ:  كِيم  ح 
ْ
زِيز  ال ع 

ْ
و  ال

 
ه رْضِ ۚ و 

 ْ
الأ اتِ و  او  م   24السَّ

“He is Allah, the Creator, the Producer, the 
Fashioner. o Him belong the Most Beautiful Names. 
Whatever is in the heavens and the earth glorifies 
Him. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.” (Al-Hashr 
59:24) 
 
As previously discussed, while all three names relate 
to Allah’s power of creation, their mention together 
highlights distinct roles: 

• Al-Khāliq: The Planner 
• Al-Bāri’: The Executor 
• Al-Muṣawwir: The One who gives unique shape, 

detail, and beauty to each creation 
 
Allah says: 

مْ 
ُ
اك
 
ن
ْ
ق
َ
ل
 
 خ
ْ
د
 
ق
َ
ل ((   )) و  م 

 
وا لِِد

 
د ةِ اسْج 

َ
ئِك

 
لَ م 

ْ
ا لِل
 
ن
ْ
ل
 
مَّ ق

 
مْ ث
ُ
اك
 
رْن وَّ مَّ ص 

 
ث

 الأعراف: 
“We have created you, then shaped you. Then We 
said to the angels, 'Prostrate before Adam.” (Al-
Araf 7:11) 
 
This verse implies that shaping (taṣwīr) follows 
creation (khalq), emphasizing the uniqueness and 
detailed design of each human being — unlike 
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animals, who often appear similar, even children from 
the same parents have distinct features.   
 
Meaning of Al-Muṣawwir 
 
The root ṣ-w-r (ر  :conveys meanings such as (صو 

• To shape, form, or sculpt 
• To design or give image 
• To imagine or visualize 

 
Thus, Al-Muṣawwir is: 

• The One who bestows form and structure 
• The One who ensures harmony, balance, and 

perfection 
• The One who gives each creation its 

uniqueness and special features 
 
Allah affirms this in various verses: 
 

زِيز   ع 
ْ
و  ال

 
 ه

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ه ٰـ
 
 إِل
 
اء  ۚ لَ

 
ش يْف  ي 

َ
امِ ك رْح 

 ْ
ي الأ ِ

مْ فن
ُ
ك ر  وِّ ص  ذِي ي 

َ
و  ال

 
))ه

(( آل عمران:  كِيم  ح 
ْ
 6ال

“He is the One who shapes you in the wombs as 
He wills. There is no God but He, the Almighty, the 
Wise” (Al-Imran 3:6) 
 

ن    حْس 
َ
أ
 
مْ ف

ُ
ك ر  وَّ ص  اء  و 

 
اء  بِن م  السَّ ارًا و  ر 

 
رْض  ق

 ْ
م  الأ

ُ
ك
َ
ل  ل ع  ذِي ج 

َ
  ال

َ
)) اللّ

مْ(( غافر: 
ُ
ك ر  و   64ص 

“Allah made the earth your resting place, the sky 
your canopy, and shaped you in the best form.” 
(Ghafer 40:64) 
 

يْهِ  
َ
إِل مْ ۖ و 

ُ
ك ر  و  ن  ص  حْس 

َ
أ
 
مْ ف

ُ
ك ر  وَّ ص  قِّ و  ح 

ْ
رْض  بِال

 ْ
الأ اتِ و  او  م  ق  السَّ

َ
ل
 
)) خ

(( التغابن:  صِي   م 
ْ
 3ال
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““He created the heavens and the earth in perfect 
balance and shaped you beautifully and to Him is 
the final return.” (Al-Taghabun 64:3) 
 
Allah’s attribute Al-Musawwir ensures the perfection of 
the creation as He said: 
 

نِ مِنْ  ٰـ حْم  قِ الرَّ
ْ
ل
 
ي خ ِ

ىٰ فن ر 
 
ا ت ا م 

ً
اق ات  طِب 

او  م  بْع  س  ق  س 
َ
ل
 
ذِي خ

َ
)) ال

ور  ) 
 
ط
 
ىٰ مِنْ ف ر 

 
لْ ت

 
صَ   ه ب 

ْ
ارْجِعِ ال

 
ت  ۖ ف

او 
 
ف
 
ِ 3ت

ن ي ْ
 
ت رَّ
َ
صَ   ك ب 

ْ
مَّ ارْجِعِ ال

 
( ث

(( الملك:  ٌ سِي 
و  ح 

 
ه ا و 

ً
اسِئ

 
صَ   خ ب 

ْ
 ال
 
يْك

َ
لِبْ إِل

 
ق
ْ
ن  4-3ي 

“He is Who has created the seven heavens one 
above the other, you can see nothing out of 
proportion in the creation of the Rahman. Then 
look again: "Can you see any flaws?" (3) Then look 
again and yet again, your sight will return to you 
abased and in a state of weariness.” (Al-Mulk 67:3-
4) 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

1. Appreciate Beauty in Creation: Reflect on the 
beauty around you — birds, flowers, mountains, 
lakes, fruits — and thank Allah for the pleasure 
of experiencing it. Respect all of His creation 
and see diversity as a reflection of Al-
Muṣawwir’s artistry. 

 
2. Be Content with Your Appearance: Allah 

created you in the best form. Trust His wisdom 
and avoid envy or dissatisfaction. Remember: if 
we were as beautiful as Prophet Yusuf 
(Joseph), we might not bear the trials he faced. 
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3. Look Beyond the Mirror: When you see yourself 
in the mirror, thank Allah for your form, but also 
examine your character and ask Allah to 
beautify your inner self just as He has your outer 
appearance. 

 
4. Live Up to Your Potential: Allah says: 

 

 : ن (( التي  وِيم 
ْ
ق
 
نِ ت حْس 

َ
ي أ ِ
 فن
 
ان نس  ِ

ْ
ا الْ

 
ن
ْ
ق
َ
ل
 
 خ
ْ
د
 
ق
َ
 4)) ل

“Indeed, We created the human being in the best of 
forms.” (At-Tīn 95:4) 
 
Use your intellect, body, and skills wisely. Strive for 
excellence in all tasks. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

ي الله تعالَ عنها قالت : قال رسول الله صلَ الله  
عن عائشة رضن

 أن يتقنه. 
 
أخرجه (عليه وسلم " إن الله يحب إذا عمل أحدكم عمل

ي 
 )أبو يعلَ والطيِاتن

“Allah loves that when any of you does a task, he 
perfects it.” 
 

عالَي   “قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وسلم 
حِبُّ م   الله  تعالَ ي 

َّ
إن

ه
 
ساف

ْ
ف ه  س  كر  ها ، و ي 

 
سَۡاف

َ
مورِ ، و أ

 
ي عن   ”( الأ

أخرجه الطيِاتن
ن   بن علَي أمي  المؤمني 

ن  )الحسي 
“Allah loves serious efforts and dislikes trivial 
pursuits.” 
 
Note on Perceived Imperfections 
One might ask: How can everything Allah created be 
perfect if we observe defects in some creations? This 
question reflects a limited understanding. Allah says: 

(( الأنبياء: 
 
ون
ُ
ل
َ
سْأ مْ ي 

 
ه ل  و  ع 

ْ
ف ا ي  مَّ ل  ع 

َ
سْأ  ي 

 
 23))لَ

“He is not questioned about what He does, but 
they will be questioned.” (Al-Anbiyā’ 21:23) 
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What appears as imperfection may carry hidden 
wisdom. For instance, a person born blind may, 
through patience, be guaranteed Paradise. The 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

ضه الله منهما الجنة “ : صلى الله عليه وسلمقال النتِي  من فقد حبيبتيه فصيِ عوَّ
 )مسند أحمد بن حنبل( “

“If someone loses their sight and remains patient, 
Allah will grant them Paradise.”  
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Al-Hakeem ( لۡحَكَيمُ ٱ ) - The All-Wise 

 
Allah’s name Al-Ḥakeem appears 38 times in the 
Qur’an with the definite article Al- and 53 times without 
it Hakeem (حكيم). It is frequently paired with names 
such as: 

• Al-Aziz (The Mighty) 
• Al-Aleem (The All-Knowing) 
• Al-Khabir (The All-Aware) 

 

ي   مَا فَِ
ُ
ه

َ
 ل

ُ
ح ٰ يُسَبِّ نََ حُسأ

ْ
مَاءُ ال سأ

َ أ
 الْ

ُ
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َ
رُ ۖ ل مُصَوِّ

ْ
 ال

ُ
بَارِئ

ْ
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َ
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ْ
ُ ال وَ اللَّه

ُ
))ه

 : حَكِيمُ(( الحشر
ْ
عَزِيزُ ال

ْ
وَ ال

ُ
ضِ ۚ وَه رأ

َ أ
مَاوَاتِ وَالْ  24السَّ

“He is Allah—the Creator, the Producer, the 
Fashioner. To Him belong the Most Beautiful 
Names. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth 
glorifies Him. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.” (Al-
Ḥashr 59:24) 
 
The repeated pairing of Al-Ḥakeem with Al-Aziz, Al-
Aleem, and Al-Khabir emphasizes that Allah’s wisdom 
stems from His complete power, knowledge, and 
awareness. Every action He takes is based on 
absolute knowledge and flawless judgment. 
 
Al-Ḥakeem comes from the Arabic root ḥ-k-m ( م-ك-ح ), 
which conveys meanings such as: 
 

• To restrain or control 
• To possess deep knowledge of the reality of 

things 
• To pass judgment and enforce justice 
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Wisdom (ḥikmah) is the ability to place things in their 
proper place, time, manner, and measure, based on 
knowledge, experience, and sound judgment. 
 
Allah’s name Al-Ḥakeem reflects His perfect wisdom 
across all domains, including: 

• Creation of the heavens and the earth 
• Design of mankind and all living beings 
• Control and governance over the universe 
• Distribution of provisions 
• Sending prophets and revelations 
• Delivering justice and assigning reward or 

punishment 
 
Key Expressions of Divine Wisdom: 
 

1. Absolute Legislative Authority: Allah alone has 
the right to legislate and judge: 

2.  

م  
ْ
ك ح 
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(( المائدة: 
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“Is it the judgment of ignorance they seek? Who is 
better than Allah in judgment for a people who 
have certainty?” (Al-Mā'idah 5:50) 
 

3. Wise Distribution of Provisions 
4.  

 
 
ط س  وْ ب 

َ
ل   ٱ))و 

َ
 ٱ للّ

 
ق
ْ
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۟
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َ
رْضِ ٱل

 ْ
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د
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ين  كِن ي  ٰـ
َ
ل و 

 
 
ه
َّ
ء  ۚ إِن

ٓ
ا
 
ش ادِهِ   ۥي  (( الشورى:   ۦبِعِب  ٌ صِي 

 ب 
ٌٍۢ بِي 
 
 27خ

“If Allah were to expand provision for His servants, 
they would transgress, but He sends it in due 
measure as He wills. He is s All-Aware, Ever- 
Watchful.” (Al-Shura 42:27) 
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5. Use of History as a Warning 
 

ن   م مِّ
 
ه ء 
ٓ
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ْ
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ق
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ٓ
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 ْ
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ُّ
 5-4(( القمر: لن

“And there came to them news (of previous 
nations) that should be enough to deter. (4) 
Containing wisdom, but warnings did not benefit 
them.” (Al-Qamar 54:4–5) 
 

6. Control Over Human Affairs 
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ْ
    18-17(( الأنعام: ل

“If Allah touches you with harm, none can remove 
it but Him and if He causes you good, He has 
power over all things. (17) He is the dominant over 
all His servanys; and He is the All-Wise, the All-
Aware.” (Al-Anaam 6:17–18) 
 

7. Complete Knowledge and Oversight 
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ن بِي 
ً۬ مُّ ب 

ٰـ ِ كِت 
 فن
َّ
ابِس  إِلَ  ي 

 
لَ  59:  لأنعامو 

“With Him are the keys of the Unseen. No one 
knows them but He. He knows whatever is there in 
the earth, and in the sea. No leaf falls but He knows 
it and there is no grain in the dark layers of the 
earth nor anything fresh or dry but is recorded in a 
clear book … all is recorded in a clear Book.” (Al-
Anaam 6:59) 
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8. Support of the Righteous, Power Against the 
Wrongdoers 

 

ا  م  صَْ  ٱ)) و 
َّ
 مِنْ عِندِ  لن

َّ
ِ ٱإِلَ

َ
  ۚللّ
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  ٱ إِن

َ
كِيمٌ(( الأنفال:  للّ  ح 

ً۬
زِيزٌ      10ع 

“Victory is only from Allah. Indeed, Allah is the All-
Mighty, All-Wise.” (Al-Anfal 8:10) 
 

9. Perfection in Creation 
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ه كِيم  ٱ و  ح 

ْ
بِي   ٱ ل

 
خ
ْ
 73(( الأنعام: ل

“He is the One who created the heavens and the 
earth in truth.  On the day He says "Be" Behold! it 
is. His Word is the truth. And His is the kingdom on 
the day the trumpet will be blown. He is the Knower 
of the Unseen and the Seen.  For He is the All-
Wise, the All-Aware”. (Al-Anaam 6:73) 

 

))  
ۡ
د
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َ
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ۡ
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ۡ
ً۬  لْ وِيم 

ۡ
ق
 
نِ ت حۡس 
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ٓ أ ِ
  ))فن

ِّ
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“Indeed, We created man in the best form…” (At-
Tīn 95:4) 
 

10. Creation Has Purpose and Meaning 

 
ا ))

كُمْ عَبَث ٍٖ۬ ٰـ المؤمنون:    (( وَأنََّكُمْ إلَِيْنَا لَا ترُْجَعوُنَ   أفَحََسِبْتمُْ أنََّمَا خَلَقْنَ
115 

“Did you think We created you without purpose 
and that you would not be returned to Us?” (Al-
Mu’minūn 23:115) 
 
 
 



 183 

11. The Qur’an as a Source of Wisdom 

  
 
ه
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ْ
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 1ث

“(This is) a book whose verses are perfected and 
then explained — from One who is All-Wise, All-
Aware.” Hud 11:1) 
 

)) ( 
ً۬
زِيزٌ بٌ ع  ٰـ كِت 

َ
 ۥل  
 
ه
َّ
إِن  مِنۡ ٤١و 

 
لَ يۡهِ و 

 
د ِ ي 

ن ۡ ي 
طِل  مِنٍۢ ب  ٰـ ب 

 
تِيهِ ٱل

 
أ  ي 

َّ
( لَ

فِهِ ۦ
 
ل
 
  ۖخ

ً۬
مِيد 

كِيم  ح 
نۡ ح   مِّ

ً۬
يلٌ ِ
ن ين
 
 )) ت

  :42 فصلت 
“No falsehood can approach it , neither from its 
front nor from its behind: it is a revelation from the 
All-Wise, the Praiseworthy.” (Fussilat 41:42) 
 
 

12. The Prophet’s Role in Teaching Wisdom 
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ْ
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َ
إِن ك (( و 

 2الجمعة: 
“He sent among the unlettered people a messenger 
from among themselves, reciting to them His 
signs, purifying them, and teaching them the Book 
and wisdom.” (Al-Jumuʿah 62:2) 
 

13. Wisdom as a Divine Gift 

)) ِ
ت 
ۡ
ؤ حِ ٱي 

 
 ل
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ْ
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ُ
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ُ
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ٓ َّ
بِ ٱ إِلّ ٰـ ب 

 
ل
 ۡ
 269(( البقرة: لأ

“He grants wisdom to whom He wills. Whoever is 
given wisdom has been given great good. Only 
those who are endowed with insight bears this in 
mind.” (Al-Baqarah 2:269) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
1. Trust in Allah’s Plan: Believing in Al-Ḥakīm 

brings peace and acceptance, even in hardship. 
Everything happens with divine purpose and 
wisdom. 

)) 
ْ
ح بِّ س  ا و 

 
نِن عْي 

َ
 بِأ
 
ك
َّ
إِن
 
 ف
 
ك بِّ مِ ر 

ْ
ك ْ لِح  اصْيِِ

ور )( .…و 
ُّ
 :48 الط

“Be patient with the command of your Lord. You 
are under Our watch...” (Aṭ-Ṭur 52:48) 
 

2. Pursue Wisdom as a Life Goal: Wisdom can be 
learned. Study the Qur’an and reflect on 
creation to see Allah’s wisdom and deepen your 
understanding of Him. The more you know 
Allah, the wiser you become. 

 
3. Apply and Share Wisdom 

Without wisdom, actions lead to failure in this 
life and the next. Seek wisdom from Allah, use 
it, and teach it. 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 
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ْ
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 )البخاري ومسلم ( “  آت

“Envy is not justified except in two cases: a man 
whom Allah gave wealth and he spends it rightly, 
and a man whom Allah gave wisdom and he judges 
by it and teaches it.” (Bukhārī & Muslim) 
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Al-Wadud ( الودود) - “The Affectionate”, “The 
Most Loving”  
 

Allah’s name Al-Wadud appears twice in the Qur’an: 
 

 ( 
 
عِيد ي   و 

 
بْدِئ و  ي 

 
 ه
 
ه
َّ
(( اليِوج: 13)) ِن

 
ود
 
د و 
ْ
ور  ال

 
ف
 
غ
ْ
و  ال

 
ه       14-13( و 

“Indeed, He alone originates and resurrects. (13) 
And He is the Most Forgiving, the Most Loving.” 
(Al-Burooj 85:13-14) 
 

(( هود: 
ٌ
ود
 
د حِيمٌ و  ي ر 

تِِّ  ر 
َّ
يْهِ إِن

َ
وا إِل وب 

 
مَّ ت

 
مْ ث
ُ
ك بَّ وا ر  فِر 

ْ
غ
 
اسْت  90))و 

"But ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto 
Him (in repentance): for my Lord is Most Merciful, 
Most Loving.” (Hud 11:90) 
 
A core Islamic truth is that our relationship with Allah 
should be driven more by love than by fear. This is 
beautifully emphasized in: 
 

وْم   
 
  بِق

َ
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ت 
ْ
أ وْف  ي  س 

 
نْ دِينِهِ ف مْ ع 

ُ
ك
ْ
 مِن

َّ
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رْت نْ ي  وا م 

 
ن ذِين  آم 

َ
ا ال ه  يُّ

َ
ا أ )) ي 

(( المائدة
 
ه
 
ون حِبُّ ي  مْ و  ه  حِبُّ  ي 

“O’ you who believe, if any of you turn back from 
his religion, Allah will bring forth people whom He 
loves, and they love Him.” (Al-Maeda 5:54) 
 
Notice that Allah’s love comes first “He loves them”—
before their love for Him. 
 
Although none of Allah’s names is “Al-Ḥabīb” (الحبيب) 
(The Loving One in emotional terms). Allah’s name Al-
Wadud conveys something deeper: love expressed 
through action. 
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Wud (  وُد) vs. Ḥubb (  حُب): 

• Ḥubb is emotional love. 

• Wud is love expressed through action, 

generosity, and care. 

You may feel love for someone but do nothing to show 
it. Wud means you act to bring joy and comfort to the 
one you love. That is Allah, Al-Wadud—He loves you 
and constantly shows it.  
 
Imam Hammad ibn Salamah ibn Dinar (91-167 H) said:   

ي الله أو  
حاسبتن ن أن ي  ت بي 

ّ
ي 
 
قال الْمام حماد بن سلمة رحمه الله: لو خ

 . ت محاسبة الله، لأن الله أرحم تِي من أبويَّ ي أبواي، لاخي 
حاسبتن  ي 

“If I had to choose who would judge me—Allah or 
my parents—I would choose Allah, for He is more 
merciful to me than they are.”. 
 
Consider the many ways Allah demonstrates His love: 

• He created the sun for warmth and light, and 
darkness for rest. 

• He didn’t just provide sustenance, but diverse 
foods, beautiful flowers, fragrant scents, colorful 
birds, and stunning sunsets—many of which 
serve no survival purpose, only to please us. 

• All of this is given equally to believers and 
disbelievers. 

But for believers, Allah reserves a special love: 

  ))
ً
ا
ّ
د ن  و  حْم  م  الرَّ ه 

َ
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ُ
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ن ذِين  آم 

َ
 ال
َّ
)) إِن
 96مريم: 

“Indeed, those who believe and do righteous 
deeds— Al-Rahman will bestow on them (Wud) 
[special love].” (Maryam 19:96) 
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How would you feel if any dignitary/celebrity mentioned 
you by name? Surely, you would be so excited and 
very proud.  Why don’t you feel the same excitement 
when Allah, the Lord of the universe and the King of all 
kings mentions your name and tells everyone that He 
loves you? The Prophet (PBUH) said: 
 
Imagine being publicly loved by a king—how honored 
would you feel? Now imagine being loved by Allah, and 
having your name announced in the heavens. The 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

ي   “ : صلى الله عليه وسلمقال رسول الله 
 الله  إِذا أحبَّ عبدا دعا جيِيل  ، فقال : إِتن

َّ
إِن

ي السماءِ ، 
ه جيِيل  ، ثم ينادي فن حِبُّ ه ، قال : في   فأحِبَّ

ً
أحبُّ فلانا

ه أهل السماء ، ثم  وه ، فيحبُّ  فأحِبُّ
ً
 الله  يحبُّ فلانا

َّ
فيقول : إِن

ي الأرض
ول  فن قب 

َ
ع  له ال

 
 .] البخاري عن أتِي هريرة[   ”يوض

“When Allah loves someone, He calls Jibril and 
says: ‘I love so-and-so, so love him.’ Then Jibril 
announces in the heavens: ‘Allah loves so-and-so, 
so love him.’ Then the inhabitants of the heavens 
love him, and he is granted acceptance on earth.” 
(Bukhari) 
 
Allah doesn’t need our love—it adds nothing to Him. 
Yet, He invites us to love Him so He can fill the 
heavens and the earth with love for us. 
 
It is natural that you may not want to expose your 
weaknesses to anyone and shed your tears in front of 
anyone.  But, when you are with Al-Wadud (الودود), you 
can because He loves you and wants to help you.  
 
Al-Wadūd wants us to come to Him, especially in 
weakness and pain. He wants us to share our fears, 
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anxieties, and needs. He is always available to comfort 
and console us. 
 
When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was rejected in Ṭā’if, wounded 
and exhausted, he cried out—not with complaint, but 
with loving vulnerability:  

ي علَ  
، وهواتن ي

، وقلة حيلت  ي
"اللهم إليك أشكو ضعف قوت 

 الناس..." 
“O Allah, to You alone I complain of my weakness, 
lack of resources, and humiliation before men.” 
 
When the wife of Imran gave birth to a girl, concerned 
she could not fulfill her vow to dedicate a male child to 
Allah’s service, she called upon Al-Wadud saying: (O 
my Lord, I have delivered of a female!). But Allah, Al-
Wadud, reassured her, not only did He accept her 
daughter Maryam, but honored her beyond measure:   
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 37عمران: 
And so it was that her Lord graciously accepted 
her and made her grow in purity and beauty, and 
He entrusted her to the foster care of Zakariya. 
Whenever he entered (her) sanctuary to see her, he 
found her with provisions. He said: "O Maryam! 
From where this comes to you." She said: "It is 
from Allah: for Allah provides for whoever He wills 
without measure."  (Al-Imran 3:37) 
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Who else, other than Al-Wadud, invites you to confide 
in Him—without judgment, without expectations, simply 
out of pure love 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
1. Love Allah Sincerely: Reciprocate Allah’s love 

through obedience and devotion. 
 

2. Live by the Qualities Allah Loves: Allah loves those 
who are: 

o Righteous ( َحْسِنيِن  (الْم 

o God-conscious ( َتَّقِين  (الْم 

o Just ( َقْسِطِين  (الْم 

o Pure ( َرِين تطََه ِ  (الْم 

o Repentant ( َابيِن  (التَّوَّ

o Trustful of Him ( َلِين توََك ِ  (الْم 

o Patient ( َابِرِين  (الصَّ
 

3. Love and Serve Creation: Show mercy and kindness 
to others, just as Allah shows it to you. 

 
4. Love for the Sake of Allah: Love others not for gain, 

but purely for Allah. The Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

ال  
 
م  ق

َ
ل س  يْهِ و 
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ي اللّ ِ
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نِ ت
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يْهِ 
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ل ا ع 

 
ق رَّ
 
ف
 
ت يْهِ و 

َ
ل  )البخاري و صحيح مسلم ( .…“ع 

“Seven are shaded by Allah on the Day of 
Judgment… two people who loved each other for 
the sake of Allah, meeting and parting on that 
basis…” (Bukhārī & Muslim) 

من أحب لله وأبغض لله وأعطى لله ومنع لله فقد استكمل  “
 رواه أبو داود( (  “الْيمان 

“Whoever loves, hates, gives, and withholds for 
the sake of Allah has perfected faith.” 
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Al-Waliyy (  ٱلْوَلَي) – The Guardian - Al-Mawlā 
 The Master – (ٱلْمَوْلَىٰ )
 

Both Al-Waliyy and Al-Mawlā are beautiful names of 
Allah that emphasize His nearness, protection, and 
authority. While Al-Waliyy is included in the 99 Names 
of Allah, Al-Mawlā is also mentioned in the Qur’an and 
Sunnah with a closely related meaning.  
 
Al-Waliyy (The Guardian) is mentioned in the following 
verses:  
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ء  ق ْ ي
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“Have they taken others as guardians besides 
Him? But Allah is the Guardian. He gives life and 
causes death, and He is capable of all things.” 
(Ash-Shura 42:9) 
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ْ
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“And He is the One who sends down rain after they 
lose hope and spreads His mercy. He is the 
Guardian, the Praiseworthy.” (Al-Shura 42:28) 
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َ
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 و 
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196 

“Surely, my Guardian is Allah Who reveals the 
book and He befriends the righteous.” (Al-A’araf 
7:196) 
 
Al-Mawla (The Master) is mentioned in the following 
verses:    



 191 

  )) صِي  
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)) ف

 40الأنفال: 
“If they turn away, then know that Allah is your 
Master. How excellent is the Master and how 
excellent the Helper!” (Al-Anfal 8:40) 
 

(( الحج:   صِي  
َّ
نِعْم  الن  و 

َ
وْلَ م 

ْ
نِعْم  ال

 
مْ ف

ُ
ك
 
وْلَ و  م 

 
ِ ه

َ
وا بِاللّ صِم 

 
اعْت )) و 

78 
“And hold fast to Allah. He is your Master. How 
excellent He is as the Master and the Helper.” (Al-
Hajj 22:78) 
 

لِ 
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ْ
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ت
َ
ا ك  م 

َّ
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ن صِيب  ن ي 

َ
ل ل

 
)) ق

(( التوبة: 
 
ون
 
مِن
ْ
ؤ م 
ْ
 51ال

“Say: Nothing will happen to us except what Allah 
has written for us. He is our Master. And in Allah 
let the believers put their trust.”  (Al-Tawba 9:51) 
 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also combined both names in his 
supplication:  
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َ
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َ
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ْ
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اه و 

ْ
ق
 
مت ا و  ه  اولِيُّ

 
ه
 
 رواه مسلم( .”وْلّ

( 
“O Allah, grant my soul its Taqwa and purify it. You 
are the best to purify it. You are its Guardian and 
its Master.” (Muslim) 
 

Both Al-Waliyy and Al-Mawlā come from a root 
meaning nearness, suggesting closeness, support, and 
authority. That’s why Allah says: 
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“Indeed, We created man, and We know what his 
soul whispers. We are closer to him than his 
jugular vein.” (Qaf 50:16) 
 
This nearness means Allah is the true Guardian and 
Master over everything—offering protection, guidance, 
and care to those who choose Him as their Waliyy. 

مْ((   ه 
َ
 ل
َ
وْلَ  م 

 
افِرِين  لَ

َ
ك
ْ
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َّ
ن
َ
أ وا و 

 
ن ذِين  آم 

َ
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َ
وْلَ   م 

َ
 اللّ

َّ
ن
َ
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لِك ٰ

 
)) ذ

 11محمد: 
“That is because Allah is guardian of those who 
believe, and the disbelievers have no guardian.” 
(Muhammad 47:11) 
 

بًا  ((
ْ
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خ ابًا و  و 

 
ٌ ث ْ ي 
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قِّ ۚ ه ح 

ْ
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َ
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ة ي 

 
لَ و 

ْ
 ال
 
الِك

 
ن
 
 44الكهف:  ))ه

“There, the (only) guardianship (protection) comes 
from Allah, the True. He is the best in reward and 
the best in outcome.” (Al-Kahf 18:44) 

 
So, if you seek to be near to Allah, He becomes your 
Waliyy.  He will protect and guide you and thus you 
should never have any fear.  Allah says:  
 
When Allah is your Waliyy, you never need to fear 
anything—not enemies, hardship, or conspiracies—
because Allah is fully aware and in control.: 

ا(( النساء:   ً صِي 
 
ِ ن
َ
ٰ بِاللّ

قن 
َ
ك ا و  لِيًّ ِ و 

َ
ٰ بِاللّ

قن 
َ
ك مْ ۚ و 

ُ
ائِك
 
عْد
َ
م  بِأ

َ
عْل
َ
  أ
َ
اللّ )) و 

45 
“Indeed, Allah knows your enemies well. Allah is 
sufficient as a Guardian and sufficient as a 
Helper.”    (Al-Nisaa 4:45) 
 

Even in the face of hardship, believers trust that Allah’s 
plan is wise and beneficial:  



 193 

 

)) قل: لن يصيبنا إلا ما كتب الله لنا، هو مولانا، وعلَ الله فليتوكل 
 51المؤمنون(( التوبة: 

“Say: Nothing will happen to us except what Allah 
has decreed. He is our Guardian. And in Him let the 
believers put their trust.” (Al-Tawbah 9:51) 
 

If Allah is your Waliyy, you will feel secure in this life 
and in the Hereafter as He said: 

ل عليهم الملائكة: ألا   ن )) إن الذين قالوا ربنا الله ثم استقاموا تتين
ي كنتم توعدون ) 

( نحن 30تخافوا ولا تحزنوا وأبشۡوا بالجنة الت 
ي الِخرة(( فصلت: 

ي الحياة الدنيا وفن
 31-30أولياؤكم فن

“Indeed, those who say: “Our Lord is Allah”, then 
remain steadfast, on them the angels descend, 
saying: Do not fear or grieve. Rejoice in the 
Paradise you were promised. (30) We are your 
guardians in this life and in the Hereafter.”  
(Fussilat 41:30-31) 
 

To deserve Allah’s guardianship, a person must 
embody Taqwa and Eman that are demonstrated by 
righteousness: 

( الذين 62)) ألا إن أولياء الله لا خوف عليهم ولا هم يحزنون ) 
 63-62آمنوا وكانوا يتقون(( يونس: 

 “Behold, verily on those whom Allah is their 
guardian, there will be no fear, nor shall they 
grieve. (62) Those who believe and have Taqwa.” 
(Yunus 10:62-63) 
 

(( الجاثية: ( ۖ ن  19) والله ولَي المتقي 
“And Allah is the guardian of those who have 
Taqwa”. (Al-Jathiya 45:19) 
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(( الأعراف:   ن ي الله الذي نزل الكتاب، وهو يتولَ الصالحي  )) إن ولت 
196 

“Surely, my Guardian is Allah Who reveals the 
book. He befriends the righteous.” (Al-A’araf 7:196) 
 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said that Allah declares: 
ي الله عنه، قال: قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وسلم: )إن  

عن أتِي هريرة رضن
ّ عبدي   فقد آذنته بالحرب، وما تقرب إلَي

ً
الله تعالَ قال: من عادى لَي وليا

ضته عليه، ولا يزال عبدي يتقرب إلَي بالنوافل حت   
ّ مما افي  ء أحب إلَي بشۡي

الذي يبصَ به، ويده  أحبه، فإذا أحببته كنت سمعه الذي يسمع به، وبصَه 
ي  
ن استعاذتن ي لأعطينه ولي 

ن سألتن ي يمشۡي بها، ولي 
ي يبطش بها، ورجله الت 

الت 
 )البخاري( .لأعيذنه

“Whoever shows enmity My “walia” (My ward; the 
one I mam His Guardian), I declare war against 
him. My servant draws near to Me through what I 
have made obligatory. Then, he continues to draw 
nearer through voluntary acts until I love him. 
When I love him, I become his hearing that he 
hears with; his sight that he sees with, his hand 
that he grips with, his foot that he walks with. If he 
asks Me, I will give him. If he seeks My protection, I 
will protect him...” (Bukhari) 
 

Note that the word "Wali" is used for both Allah and the 
person. When Allah is the Wali of a person, it means 
that Allah is the Guardian and Protector of that 
individual. However, when a person is described as a 
Wali of Allah, it means that the person is under Allah's 
guardianship and care—in other words, he is “a ward 
of Allah”. 
 
We must be mindful that Satan is also near. The 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 



 195 

ي الله عنها، أن النتِي صلَ الله عليه وسلم قال: 
إن “عن صفية رضن

 )البخاري ومسلم  (.”الشيطان يجري من ابن آدم مجرى الدم
"The devil flows through the son of Adam like 
blood.” (Bukhari and Muslim). 
 
This means we must decide: Who will have nearness 
and influence over us — Allah or Satan? 
 
If we choose Allah as our Waliyy (Guardian), He will 
guide us and protect us from going astray. But if we 
allow Satan to take that role, he will surely mislead us. 
Allah says: 

)) الله ولَي الذين آمنوا يخرجهم من الظلمات إلَ النور، والذين 
كفروا أولياؤهم الطاغوت يخرجونهم من النور إلَ الظلمات، أولئك 

 257أصحاب النار هم فيها خالدون(( البقرة: 
“Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He 
brings them out of darkness into light. As for those 
who disbelieve, their guardians are false gods. 
They bring them out of light into darkness. They 
are the people of the Fire where they will remain for 
forever.  (Al-Baqarah 2:257) 
 

ن ليوحون إلَ أوليائهم ليجادلوكم، وإن أطعتموهم  )) وإن الشياطي 
 121إنكم لمشۡكون(( الأنعام: 

“The devils inspire their wards (Awliyaa) to argue 
with you. But if you obey them, you would be 
idolaters.” (Al-Anaam 6:121) 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

1. Earn Allah’s Guardianship through Taqwa and 
Righteousness 
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To have Allah as your Waliyy—your guardian, 
supporter, and protector—you must: 

• Develop deep Taqwa (God-consciousness) 
• Be righteous in all your actions 
• Obey His commands 
• Perform voluntary deeds beyond obligations 

This is how you become among Allah’s Awliyā’ (one of 
Allah’s wards): 
 

رون  
ّ
)) وهذا ضاط ربك مستقيمًا، قد فصلنا الِيات لقوم يذك

( لهم دار السلام عند ربــهم، وهو وليهم بما كانوا يعملون(( 126) 
 127-126الأنعام: 

“This is the path of your Lord—a straight path. We 
have detailed the signs for those who take heed. 
(126) For them is the home of peace with their 
Lord, and He is their Guardian because of what 
they used to do.” (Al-Anaam 6:126-127) 
 
2. Choose Your Companions Wisely 
People are either Awliyā’ of Allah or Awliyā’ of 
Satan. Choose to befriend those who are close to 
Allah, as they will help you stay firm on the righteous 
path. 
 

)) إنما وليكم الله ورسوله والذين آمنوا الذين يقيمون الصلاة 
 55ويؤتون الزكاة وهم راكعون(( المائدة: 

“Your only allies (guardians) are Allah, His 
Messenger, and the believers—those who 
establish prayer, pay zakat, and bow in 
submission.” (Al-Mā’idah 5:55) 
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)) والمؤمنون والمؤمنات بعضهم أولياء بعض، يأمرون بالمعروف  
وينهون عن المنكر، ويقيمون الصلاة ويؤتون الزكاة ويطيعون الله 

حمهم الله، إن الله عزيز حكيم((   71التوبة: ورسوله، أولئك سي 
“The believing men and women are allies 
(guardians) to one another. They enjoin good, 
forbid evil, establish prayer, give zakat, and obey 
Allah and His Messenger. Allah will show mercy to 
them. Indeed, Allah is Almighty, All-Wise.” (At-
Tawbah 9:71) 
 
3. Call Upon Allah by His Name Al-Waliyy in Your 
Duʿā’ 

• Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) said: 

ي من تأويل الأحاديث فاطر  
متتن

ّ
ي من الملك وعل

)) رتِي قد آتيتتن
ي مسلمًا 

ي الدنيا والِخرة توفتن
ي فن السماوات والأرض أنت ولت 
(( يوسف:  ن ي بالصالحي 

 101وألحقتن
“My Lord, You have given me authority and taught 
me the interpretation of dreams. Creator of the 
heavens and the earth, You are my Guardian in this 
world and the Hereafter. Let me die as a Muslim 
and join me with the righteous.” (Yusuf 12:101) 
 

• Prophet Musa (Moses) prayed: 

)) أنت ولينا فاغفر لنا وارحمنا، وأنت خي  الغافرين(( الأعراف: 
155 

“You are our Guardian, so forgive us and have 
mercy upon us. You are the Best of Forgivers.” (Al-
Aʿrāf 7:155) 
 

• Allah instructed believers to say: 
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)) ربنا لا تؤاخذنا إن نسينا أو أخطأنا، ربنا ولا تحمل علينا إضًا كما  
حملته علَ الذين من قبلنا، ربنا ولا تحمّلنا ما لا طاقة لنا به، 
ا واغفر لنا وارحمنا، أنت مولانا فانصَنا علَ القوم 

ّ
واعف  عن

 286الكافرين(( البقرة: 
“Our Lord, do not hold us accountable if we forget 
or make a mistake. Our Lord, do not place on us a 
burden like that which You placed on those before 
us. Our Lord, do not burden us with more than we 
can bear. Pardon us, forgive us, and have mercy 
upon us. You are our Guardian, so grant us victory 
over the disbelieving people.” (Al-Baqarah 2:286) 
 

Al-Wahid ( ُالْواحَد) “The One” and  Al-Ahad 
  ”The Only One, The Unique“ (االََاحَدُ )
 

The names Al-Waḥid and Al-Aḥad are cornerstones of 
Islamic monotheism. Together, they affirm that Allah 
has no partner, rival, equal or comparison — not in His 
essence, His names, nor His attributes. Their 
combined meanings emphasize that: 

1. He is singular, with no second beside Him. 
2. He cannot be divided, duplicated, or replicated. 
3. He is utterly unique — beyond all comparison. 
4. His reality surpasses human comprehension. 

 
Allah’s name Al-Ahad appears once in the Quran, in 
Surah Al-Ikhlaṣ (the Sincerity) — a chapter that 
encapsulates the very heart of Tawḥīd: 
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“Say: He is Allah the Only One; (1) Allah, the Self-
Sufficient; (2) He neither begets nor begotten; (3) 
And there is none like Him.” (Al-Ikhlas 112:1-4) 
 
Al-Aḥad expresses Allah’s absolute uniqueness. The 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

ال  
 
س   ق

 
ن
َ
الِك    بْن   أ

 ,  م 
َّ
ن
َ
ول   أ س  ِ  ر 

َ
  اللّ

َ
لَ    ص 

َ
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َ
ل م   ع 

َ
ل س  ال  ,  و 

 
: "  ق

  أحد  الله هو  قل علَ السبع والأرضون السبع السماوات أسست
ه( "  )رواه أحمد وغي 

“The seven heavens and the seven earths are 
established upon: ‘Say: He is Allah, the One.’”  
 
As long as people continue declaring Allah’s Oneness, 
the world remains. Once this stops, it loses its purpose: 

ونِ(( الذاريات: 
 
د عْب   لِي 

َّ
نس  إِلَ ِ

ْ
الْ جِنَّ و 

ْ
 ال
 
ت
ْ
ق
َ
ل
 
ا خ م   56)) و 

“I did not create the jinn and humans except that 
they worship Me.” (Adh-Dhāriyāt 51:56) 
 
Allah’s name Al-Wahid (The One) appears six times in 
the Qur’an, always paired with Al-Qahhar (The All-
Dominant), underscoring that Allah’s Oneness is linked 
to His supreme power and absolute authority: 

(( الرعد:   ار  هَّ
 
ق
ْ
 ال
 
احِد و 

ْ
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ه ء  و  ْ ي

 
لِّ شۡ

ُ
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  خ

َ
لِ اللّ

 
 16)) ق

“Say: Allah is the Creator of all things. He is the 
One, the All-Dominant.”. (Al-Ra’d 13;16) 
 

(( ص:  ار  هَّ
 
ق
ْ
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َّ
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َ
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ْ
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ن
َ
ا أ م 

َّ
لْ إِن

 
 65)) ق

“Say: I am only a warner. There is no god except 
Allah—the One, the All-Dominant.”  (Sad 38:65) 
 
These verses serve as clear warnings against 
associating partners with Allah and emphasize His 
exclusive right to be worshipped. Allah strongly refutes 
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all forms of association (shirk), especially the idea of 
divine plurality: 
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َ
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َ
 ڪِ و   للّ

ً۬ 
 171((النساء: يل

“O People of the Book do not exaggerate in your 
religion and do not say anything about Allah 
except the truth. The Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, 
was only a messenger of Allah, and His word that 
He delivered to Mary, and a spirit from Him. So, 
believe in Allah and His messengers, and do not 
say "Three" – stop it, that is better for you! - Allah 
is only One God.  Exalted is He above having a 
son.  To Him belongs all that in the heavens and in 
the earth. And Allah is sufficient as a Disposer of 
affairs.” (Al-Nisa 4:171) 
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(( المائدة: 
ٌ
احِد  73و 

“Surely, the disbelievers are those who say: "Allah 
is one of three." But there is no god but One 
God…” (Al-Maeda 5:73) 
 
Rejecting Allah’s Oneness is the gravest sin in Islam — 
one that is unforgivable if not repented before death: 
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ۡ
 48إِث

“Indeed, Allah does not forgive associating 
partners with Him, but He forgives anything less 
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than that for whomever He wills. Whoever 
associates partners with Allah has committed a 
tremendous sin.” (Al-Nisa 4:48) 
 

 بِ 
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نص 
َ
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َ
 72لِلظ

“Whoever associates a partner with Allah, Allah 
has forbidden Paradise for him. His abode is the 
Fire, and the wrongdoers will have no helpers.” (Al-
Maeda 5:72)  
 
Belief in Allah’s Oneness is liberating. It frees the heart 
from fear of others and removes dependence on 
anything besides Allah. It brings peace and certainty, 
knowing that everything rests in His hands: 
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“To Allah belongs the unseen of the heavens and 
the earth. All matters return to Him. So, worship 
Him and rely on Him. Your Lord is never unaware 
of what you do.”  (Hud 11:123)  
 
Rejecting this belief leads to confusion, fear, and loss 
in both this world and the Hereafter: 

(( الشعراء:  ن  بِي 
َّ
ذ ع  م 

ْ
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ر  ف

 
هًا آخ ٰـ

َ
ِ إِل

َ
ع  اللّ  م 

 
ع
ْ
د
 
 ت
 
لَ
 
 213)) ف

“So do not invoke with Allah another god, or you 
will be among the doomed.” (Ash-Shuara 26:213)  
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

1. Embrace Your Uniqueness 
Allah created you with unique talents for a purpose. 
Develop them and leave a legacy of knowledge, virtue, 
kindness, and sincerity. 
 
2. Purify Your Belief from Hidden Shirk 
(Association) 
Regularly examine your heart to ensure you rely on no 
one besides Allah. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم warned: 

إن  “عن محمود بن لبيد أن رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم قال: 
أخوف ما أخاف عليكم الشرك الأصغر. قالوا: وما الشرك الأصغر  

 )رواه أحمد (.  ”يا رسول الله؟ قال: الرياء
"What I fear most for you is minor shirk: showing 
off." (Ahmad) 
 
3. Reflect on Allah’s Power Through Knowledge 
 
Ponder the Qur’an and creation deeply. Allah says: 

دُورِ((   كِنْ تعَْمَى الْقلُوُبُ الَّتِي فِي الصُّ ٰـ ))فَإنَِّهَا لَا تعَْمَى الْأبَْصَارُ وَلَ
 46الحج: 

"It is not the eyes that are blind, but the hearts in 
the chests." (Al-Ḥajj 22:46) 
 
4. Be Honest and Clear About Your Faith 
If asked, declare your belief in Allah’s Oneness with 
clarity and conviction. 
 
5. Seek Evidence, Not Blind Following 
True faith rests on understanding, not imitation. Allah 
commands: 
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ُ(( محمد:  هَ إِلاَّ اللََّّ ٰـ  19))فَاعْلَمْ أنََّهُ لَا إلَِ
"So know that there is no god but Allah." 
(Muḥammad 47:19) 
 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم warned about the danger of shirk 
committed by those who blindly follow scholars and 
monks without knowledge or evidence, saying: 

مُوا عَلَيْهِمْ الْحَلَال وَأحََلُّوا لهَُمْ الْحَرَام فَاتَّبعَوُهُمْ فَذلَِكَ “ إِنَّهُمْ حَرَّ

 )رواه الترمذي(  ”عِبَادَتهمْ إِيَّاهُمْ 
"They permitted what Allah forbade and forbade 
what Allah permitted, and the people followed 
them. That was their worship of them." (Tirmidhi) 
 
6. Read and Reflect on Surah Al-Ikhlāṣ Regularly 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

 "قل هو الله أحد، تعدل ثلث القرآن." )البخاري، مسلم( 
"‘Say: He is Allah, the One’ is equal to one-third of 
the Qur’an." (Bukhārī, Muslim) 
 
This chapter summarizes the essence of Tawḥīd. 
 
7. Pair Tawḥīd with Righteous Deeds 
Monotheism is the foundation, but action completes 
faith: 

ا وَلَا يشُْرِكْ بعِِباَدَةِ   )) فمََنْ كَانَ يرَْجُو لِقاَءَ رَب ِهِ فلَْيعَْمَلْ عَمَلا  صَالِح 
 110رَب ِهِ أحََد (( الكهف: 

"Whoever hopes to meet his Lord, let him do 
righteous deeds and not associate anyone in the 
worship of his Lord." (Al-Kahf 18:110) 
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Al-Aleem (العليم) – “The All-Knowing” 
 

Allah’s name Al-Aleem appears in the Quran more 
than 150 times, often paired with other divine names 
that highlight different dimensions of His infinite 
knowledge, such as: 
 
Al-Hakeem (The All-wise) (الحكيم)   
 

  )) كِيم  ح 
ْ
لِيم  ال ع 

ْ
 ال
 
نت

َ
 أ
 
ك
َّ
ا ۖ إِن

 
ن
 
مْت
َ
ل ا ع   م 

َّ
ا إِلَ

 
ن
َ
م  ل
ْ
 عِل

 
 لَ

 
ك
 
ان بْح  وا س 

ُ
ال
 
)) ق

 32البقرة: 
“They (angels) said: "Glory be to You, we have no 
knowledge except what you have taught us. Surely, 
You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise."” (Al-
Baqarah 2:32) 
 
Al-Aziz (The All-Mighty) (العزيز)   
 

 
 
لِك ٰ

 
ا ۚ ذ

ً
ان سْب  ر  ح  م 

 
ق
ْ
ال مْس  و 

َّ
الش ا و 

ً
ن
َ
ك يْل  س 

َ
ل  الل ع  ج  احِ و  صْب  ِ

ْ
الِق  الْ

 
)) ف

لِيمِ (( الأنعام:  ع 
ْ
زِيزِ ال ع 

ْ
دِير  ال

ْ
ق
 
 96ت

“He is the Cleaver of the daybreak. He made the 
night for rest, and the sun and the moon for 
reckoning. This is a measure set by the All-Mighty, 
the All-Knowing” (Al-Anam 6:96) 
 
Al-Qadeer (The All-Powerful) (القدير)  
 

 
 
ْ لَ ي

َ
رِ لِك م  ع 

ْ
لِ ال

 
رْذ
َ
ٰ أ
َ
 إِلَ

ُّ
د ر  ن ي  م مَّ

ُ
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ُ
اك
َّ
ف و 
 
ت مَّ ي 

 
مْ ث
ُ
ك
 
ق
َ
ل
 
  خ

َ
اللّ )) و 

 
َّ
ا ۚ إِن

ً
يْئ
 
م  ش

ْ
 عِل

 
عْد م  ب 

َ
عْل دِيرٌ(( النحل:  ي 

 
لِيمٌ ق   ع 

َ
 70اللّ

“Allah created you and will take you back. Some 
will reach old age, so that they know nothing after 
having known (much). Indeed, Allah is All-
Knowing, All-Powerful.” (Al-Nahl 16:70) 
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Al-Khabeer (The All-Aware) (الخبير)  
 

ِ أتَقَْاك مْ  )...) َ عَلِيمٌ خَبِيرٌ    إِنَّ أكَْرَمَك مْ عِندَ اللََّّ  13 :الحجرات ((  إِنَّ اللََّّ
“Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is the 
one with most Taqwa. Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing, 
All-Aware.” (Al-Hujurat 49:13) 
 
Al-Khallaq (The Creator) (الخلاق)  
 

لِيم  (( الحجر:  ع 
ْ
 ال
 
ق
َّ
لَ
 
خ
ْ
و  ال

 
 ه

 
ك بَّ  ر 

َّ
  86)) إِن

“Indeed, Your Lord is the Creator of all, the All-
knowing” (Al-Hijr 15:85-86) 
 
Al-Samie (The All-Hearer) ( ُالسَّمِيع) 
 

مِيع    و  السَّ
 
 ه
 
ه
َّ
ِ ۖ إِن

َ
 بِاللّ

ْ
عِذ
 
اسْت

 
 ف
ٌ
زْغ
 
انِ ن

 
يْط

َّ
 مِن  الش

 
ك
َّ
ن
 
غ ن  ين ا ي  إِمَّ )) و 

لِيم  (( فصلت:  ع 
ْ
 36ال

“If Satan tempts you, seek refuge in Allah. He is the 
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.” (Fussilat 41:36) 
 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught his companions to seek refuge 
from Satan by saying:  
 

“   
 
مْزِهِ  أعوذ

 
يطان الرجيم ، مِن  ه

َّ
ميعِ العليمِ من الش بِالِله السَّ

ثِهِ 
ْ
ف
 
خِهِ ون

ْ
ف
 
ي  ” (ون

مذي والنسات    )أبو داود والي 
“I seek refuge in Allah the All-Hearing, All-
Knowing, from the accursed Shaytan and his evil 
whisper, breath and impurity.” (Abu Dawud, 
Tirmidhi, Nasa’i) 
 
The name Al-‘Aleem in Arabic is in the intensive form, 
indicating the highest degree of both depth and breadth of 
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knowledge. Allah’s knowledge encompasses everything—
seen and unseen, past, present, and future, down to the 
smallest details and greatest outcomes. 
 
Unlike human knowledge, which is acquired, Allah’s 
knowledge is intrinsic and eternal. All that exists is known 
because Allah knows it—not the other way around. 

(( الْسَاء:  
 
لِيلَ

 
 ق
َّ
مِ إِلَ

ْ
عِل
ْ
مْ مِن  ال

 
وتِيت

ُ
ا أ م   85)) و 

“You have been given of knowledge but a little” (Al-Isra 
17:85)  
 
Even though humans may be described as “Aleem” 
(knowledgeable)—as Prophet Yusuf described himself: 

رْضِ 
 ْ
ائِنِ الأ ز 

 
ٰ خ

َ
لَ ي ع  ِ

تن
ْ
ل ال  اجْع 

 
لِيمٌ    )) ق  ع 

ٌ
فِيظ ي ح 

 55((  يوسف:  إِتنِّ
 “He said: "Appoint me over the storehouses of the 
land. I am a trustworthy custodian and knowledgeable." 
(Yusuf 12:55) 
 
Yet, our knowledge remains extremely limited in comparison 
to Allah’s infinite knowledge. 
 
Only Allah has full knowledge of what was, what is, and 
what will be. He knows both the unseen (al-ghayb) ( ِ ِالْغَيْب) 
and the seen (ash-shahādah) ( ِالشَّهَادَة): 

لِ 
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ُ
ل عۡم 

 
مۡ ت

 
نت
ُ
ا ك م بِم 

ُ
ك
 
ئ بِّ
 
ن ي 
 
 105التوبة:  ))ف

“Say: Do [good deeds]! Allah will see your deeds, 
and so will His Messenger and the believers. Then 
you will be returned to the Knower of the unseen 
and the seen, and He will inform you of what you 
used to do.” (Al-Tawbah 9:105) 
 

و  ((
 
ةِ  ه

 
اد ه 

َّ
الش يْبِ و 

 
غ
ْ
الِم  ال و  ۖ ع 

 
 ه

َّ
 إِلَ

 
ه ٰـ
 
 إِل
 
ذِي لَ

َ
  ال

َ
 22الحشۡ: ))  اللّ

“He is Allah, there is no god but He― Knower of 
the unseen and the seen.” (Al-Hashr 59:22) 
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Note: In several verses, Allah mentions the unseen (al-
ghayb) before the seen/present (ash-shahādah)—which 
may suggest that knowing the present is even more 
remarkable from a divine perspective. This point is further 
discussed in the appendix. 

 
Nothing in the universe escapes Allah’s knowledge—
not even the smallest atom and what is in it:  

 ِ
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و  ٱ)) لَ ٰـ م  ِ  تِ ٲ لسَّ

 فن
 
لَ رۡضِ ٱو 

 ۡ
ر    لأ

 
صۡغ

َ
 أ
ٓ  
لّ و 

 
 
 ٲمِن ذ

 
  لِك

َ
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 3(( سبأ:  يِ   ڪ

“Not an atom or less or greater than that whether 
in the heavens or in the earth escapes Him.” (Saba 
34:3)  
 
Allah He knows when every leaf falls, every grain in the 
depths of the earth: 
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لَ  59و 
 

“And with Him are the keys of the Unseen. No One 
knows them but He.  He knows what is in the land 
and the sea. No leaf ever falls but that He knows 
about it, and there is no grain in the darkness of 
the earth, or anything fresh or dry that is not in a 
clear record.” (Al-Anaam 6:59) 
 
He knows what enters and emerges from the earth, 
what descends from the sky and what ascends to it: 
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 ِ
 فن
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 4الحديد: 
“He knows all that enters the earth and all that 
emerges from it, and all that comes down from the 
sky and all that ascends from it; and He is with you 
wheresoever you may be. And Allah is Seer of what 
you do.” (Al-Hadeed 57:4) 
 
Allah even knows what the soul whispers and He is 
closer to each person than their jugular vein: 
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“We verily created man, and We know what his 
soul whispers to him, and We are nearer to him 
than his jugular vein” (Qaf 50:16) 
 
His knowledge extends to every womb and its 
mysteries: 
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 9-8الرعد: 
“Allah knows what every female bears, and by how 
much the wombs fall short (of their time or 
number) or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due) 
proportion. (8) He is the All-Knower of the unseen 
and the seen, the Great, the Most- High.” (Ar Ra’d 
13:8-9) 
 
Such verses invite us to reflect deeply on the 
magnitude of Allah’s knowledge, encouraging us to 
value knowledge, pursue science, and recognize the 
patterns embedded in creation. These patterns, visible 
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to those who reflect, reveal the beauty of Allah’s 
wisdom and design. 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 
 

1. Pursue deep and broad knowledge: Strive to 
excel in your field with diligence and sincerity. 

 
2. Appreciate the value of small details: Nothing is 

insignificant. Every action, every moment 
matters. 

 
3. Develop awe of Allah through understanding His 

knowledge: Reflect on His mastery to 
strengthen your faith and obedience. 

 
4. Seek knowledge through Taqwa 

ء عليم(( البقرة:   282)) واتقوا الله ويعلمكم الله والله بكل شۡي
“Have Taqwa of Allah, and Allah will teach you. 
Allah knows all things.” (Al-Baqarah 2:282) 
 

5. Commit to studying natural sciences and the 
universe: The Qur’an encourages reflection on 
the universe as a sign for people of 
understanding. 
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“Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the 
earth  and in the alternation of night and day, and 
the ships which sail through the sea with that 
which is of use to mankind, and the water (rain) 
which Allah sends down from the sky and makes 
the earth alive therewith after its death, and the 
moving (living) creatures of all kinds that He has 
scattered therein, and in the veering of winds and 
clouds which are held between the sky and the 
earth, are indeed sign for people of 
understanding.” (Al-Baqarah 2:164) 
 

ي خلق السماوات والأرض واختلاف الليل والنهار لِيات 
))إن فن

 190لأولَي الألباب(( آل عمران: 
Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, and in the alternation of night and day, there 
are indeed signs for those who endowed with 
understanding.” (Al-Imran 3:190)  
 

6. Embrace scientific advancement as part of 
Islamic purpose 
Imam Badi al-Zaman Saʿid Nursi (  الإمام بديع الزمان
 the great Turkish scholar who was ,(سعيد النورسي
born in 1873 said: 

المعجزات فن كتاب الله هِ وعد للبشۡ سيبلغون مثلها بالاسباب “
 .  ”و العلم

“The miracles mentioned in the Qur’an are a divine 
promise that humans will one day reach them 
through knowledge and effort.” 
 
This includes innovations like teleportation, advanced 
communication with other life forms, and cures for all 
diseases. Muslims should be at the forefront, guided by 
their certainty in Allah’s promises. 
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The more you reflect on the expanse of His knowledge, the 
more your heart fills with awe, gratitude, and motivation to 
live a life of purpose and awareness. 

Discussion on The Seen vs. the Unseen 

 

In several verses, Allah mentions the unseen (al-
ghayb) before the seen/the present (ash-shahādah)—
suggesting the latter (the seen) is even more 
extraordinary for Allah to know.  
 
One may wonder: Isn’t it easier for Allah, who is 
unseen, to know the seen? But even we humans 
primarily perceive the past (unseen) rather than the 
seen/the present. 
 
Why We Don’t Actually See the Present 
Vision works in stages: 

1. Light reflects off objects and enters the eye. 
2. The retina converts light into electrical signals. 
3. The brain interprets the signals into images. 

 
These steps take time. Even at the speed of light (670 
million mph), a person standing 10 feet away is seen 
10 million femtoseconds later. By then, the present has 
already passed. 
 
Dr. Ahmed Zewail, who won the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry, demonstrated that chemical reactions occur 
in femtoseconds (10⁻¹⁵ seconds)—yet even that is 28 
orders of magnitude slower than the Planck time (10⁻⁴³ 
seconds), the theoretical smallest unit of time. 
 



 212 

Allah sees and knows the present without any delay, 
while we perceive only what has already happened. 
 
The Vastness of Allah’s Knowledge 
 
The James Webb Space Telescope has identified a 
star whose light took 13.6 billion years to reach us. It 
may now be over 30 billion light-years away. That’s 80 
sextillion miles—and yet, Allah knows its exact location 
and every detail about it. 
 
Allah’s knowledge encompasses both the vast and the 
minuscule. The Planck length, the smallest measurable 
distance, is around 1.6 × 10⁻³² mm—trillions of times 
smaller than a proton. Even there, Allah knows what 
exists and what changes moment by moment. 
 
The Significance of Knowledge of Minor Even such as 
a Leaf falling from a Tree 
 
The Butterfly Effect, introduced by Edward Lorenz in 
1963, highlights how tiny events can cause massive 
changes over time. Allah alone knows all these causes 
and effects—He governs the seen and the unseen, the 
smallest particles and the farthest galaxies. 
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Al-Haleem (الحليم) (The Forbearing) 

 
The name Al-Ḥaleem comes from the root ḥ-l-m (حِلم), 
which conveys forbearance, patience, gentleness, 
clemency, and self-restraint. In Arabic, this quality is so 
noble that it is said: 
 

• “Ḥilm is the master of all virtues.” (الحلم سيد الأخلاق) 
• “A person with ḥilm is nearly a prophet.” ( كاد الحليم

 (أن يكون نبي ا
 
Al-Ḥaleem is commonly translated as “The 
Forbearing”—the One who delays punishment despite 
having full power to act, allowing the wrongdoer time to 
reflect, repent, and return.  Importantly, this is neither a 
delay meant to trap the wrongdoer for harsher 
punishment, nor a result of weakness or inability to act. 
 
Allah’s name Haleem (Forbearing) came in the Quran 
11.  In all cases it is paired with other names to provide 
better understanding of the name. It is mentioned 6 
times with the Forgiver (غَفوُر), 3 times with the All-
Knowing (  عَلِيم), one time with the Self-Sufficient (  غَنِي) 
and one time with the Appreciative (  شَكُور).  Examples of 
the Ayat that includes Allah’s attribute of Hilm 
(forbearance) include:   
 
The name Al-Ḥaleem appears 11 times in the Qur’an, 
always paired with another name to clarify its depth: 

• 6 times with Al-Ghafour (The Forgiving) 
• 3 times with Al-‘Aeeīm (The All-Knowing) 
• Once each with Al-Ghani (The Rich, The Self-

Sufficient) and Ash-Shakour (The Appreciative) 
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Examples: 
 

ي  ِ
وِ فن
ْ
غ
َ
  بِالل

َ
م  اللّ

ُ
ك
 
اخِذ

 
ؤ  ي 

 
  )) لَ

ْ
ت ب  س 

َ
ا ك م بِم 

ُ
ك
 
اخِذ

 
ؤ كِن ي  ٰـ

 
ل مْ و 

ُ
انِك يْم 

َ
أ

لِيمٌ(( البقرة:  ورٌ ح 
 
ف
 
  غ

َ
اللّ مْ ۗ و 

ُ
ك وب 

ُ
ل
 
 225ق

“Allah does not hold you accountable for 
unintentional oaths, but He holds you accountable 
for what your hearts have earned. Allah is 
Forgiving, Forbearing.”  (Al-Baqarah 2:225) 
 

  
َ
 اللّ

َّ
ن
َ
وا أ م 

َ
اعْل وه  ۚ و  ر 

 
احْذ

 
مْ ف

ُ
سِك

 
نف
َ
ي أ ِ
ا فن م  م 

َ
عْل   ي 

َ
 اللّ

َّ
ن
َ
وا أ م 

َ
اعْل )) و 

لِيمٌ(( البقرة:  ورٌ ح 
 
ف
 
 235غ

“Know that Allah knows what is in your hearts, so 
beware of Him. And know that Allah is Forgiving, 
Forbearing.” (Al-Baqarah 2:235)  
 

 
َّ
ء  إِلَ ْ ي

 
ن شۡ إِن مِّ ن فِيهِنَّ ۚ و  م  رْض  و 

 ْ
الأ بْع  و   السَّ

 
ات او  م   السَّ

 
ه
َ
 ل
 
ح بِّ س 

 
)) ت

ورًا((  
 
ف
 
لِيمًا غ  ح 

 
ان
َ
 ك
 
ه
َّ
مْ ۗ إِن ه  سْبِيح 

 
 ت
 
ون ه 

 
ق
ْ
ف
 
 ت
َّ
كِن لَ ٰـ

 
ل مْدِهِ و   بِح 

 
ح بِّ س  ي 

 44الْسَاء: 
“The seven heavens and the earth and all those 
who are in them declare His glory, and there is not 
a single thing but glorifies and praises Him, but 
you do not understand their glorifying; surely He is 
Forbearing, Forgiving” (Al-Isra 17:44) 

لِيمٌ"(( الحج:  لِيمٌ ح  ع 
َ
  ل
َ
 اللّ

َّ
إِن  ۗ و 

 
ه
 
وْن
 
رْض  ي 

 
لَ
 
خ
ْ
د م مُّ ه 

َّ
ن
َ
خِل

ْ
د ي 
َ
 ) 59)) ل

“Verily He will admit them (the martyrs) to a place 
pleasing to them. Indeed Allah is All-Knowing, 
Forbearing. (Al-Hajj 22:59) 
 

لِيمًا(( الأحزاب:  لِيمًا ح    ع 
َ
 اللّ

 
ان
َ
ك مْ ۚ و 

ُ
وبِك

ُ
ل
 
ي ق ِ
ا فن م  م 

َ
عْل   ي 

َ
اللّ  51)) و 

“And Allah knows (all) that is in your hearts: and 
Allah is All-Knowing Forbearing.” (Al-Ahzab 33:51)  
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 ٌّ ي ِ
تن
 
  غ

َ
اللّ ى ۗ و 

 
ذ
َ
ا أ ه  ع  ب 

ْ
ت ة  ي 

 
ق
 
د ن ص  ٌ مِّ ْ ي 

 
 خ
ٌ
ة فِر 

ْ
غ م  وفٌ و  عْر  وْلٌ مَّ

 
)) ق

لِيمٌ(( البقرة:   263ح 
“A kind word and forgiveness are better than 
charity followed by harm. Allah is Rich (Self 
Sufficient) and Forbearing.” [Al-Baqarah 2:263] 
 

ورٌ 
ُ
ك
 
  ش

َ
اللّ مْ ۚ و 

ُ
ك
َ
فِرْ ل

ْ
غ ي  مْ و 

ُ
ك
َ
 ل
 
ه
ْ
اعِف

 
ض ا ي 

ً
ن س  ا ح 

ً
رْض

 
  ق

َ
وا اللّ

 
رِض

ْ
ق
 
)) إِن ت

لِيمٌ(( التغابن:   17ح 
“If you loan to Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply 
it for you and forgive you. And Allah is 
Appreciative, Forbearing” (Al-Taghabun 64:17) 
 
Al-Ḥaleem knows every transgression and has full 
power to punish instantly. Yet, He chooses to delay 
punishment, offering time for repentance. He continues 
to sustain even those who deny Him—out of mercy 
and wisdom. 
 

كِن  ٰـ
 
ل ة  و 

ابَّ
 
ا مِن د يْه 

َ
ل  ع 

 
ك ر 

 
ا ت مِهِم مَّ

ْ
ل
ُ
اس  بِظ

َّ
  الن

َ
 اللّ

 
اخِذ

 
ؤ وْ ي 

َ
ل )) و 

(( النحل:  م  س  ل  مُّ
ج 
َ
ٰ أ
َ
مْ إِلَ

 
ه ر 

ِّ
خ
 
ؤ  61ي 

“If Allah were to punish people for their 
wrongdoing, He would not leave a single living 
creature on earth. But He gives them respite until 
an appointed time.” (Al-Nahl16:61) 
 

ا 
 
يْن
َ
ل مْطِرْ ع 

َ
أ
 
 ف
 
قَّ مِنْ عِندِك ح 

ْ
و  ال

 
ا ه

 
ـذ
 
 ه
 
ان
َ
مَّ إِن ك ه 

َ
 الل
ْ
وا
ُ
ال
 
 ق
ْ
إِذ )) و 

لِيم  (( الأنفال: 
َ
اب  أ

 
ذ ا بِع 

 
تِن
ْ
وِ ائ
َ
اءِ أ م  ن  السَّ  مِّ

 
ة ار   32حِج 

“And they said: O Allah! If this is truly the truth 
from you, then rain down upon us stones from the 
sky, or bring upon us a painful punishment.” (Al-
Anfal 8:32) 
 



 216 

Despite such defiance, Allah responds not with instant 
wrath, but with ḥilm. 
 
We all benefit daily from Allah’s forbearance. He gives 
us time and opportunities to correct our mistakes and 
return to Him. He even ignores the foolishness of those 
who ask for His punishment: 
 

)) 
 
اخِذ

 
ؤ وۡ ي 

َ
ل   ٱو 

َ
اس  ٱ للّ

َّ
  لن

 
ك ر 

 
ا ت مِهِم مَّ

 
ل
ُ
كِن بِظ ٰـ

َ
ل  و 
ً۬
ة 
بَّ
ٓ
ا
 
ا مِن د يۡہ 

َ
ل ع 

 
م ً۬ س  ً۬ مُّ ل 

ج 
َ
ٰٓ أ
َ
مۡ إِلَ

 
ه ر 

ِّ
خ
 
ؤ  :61النحل  ))  ۖي 

“If Allah were to punish people for their 
wrongdoing, not a single creature would remain on 
earth. But He grants respite until an appointed 
time.” (An-Naḥl 16:61) 
 
However, forbearance does not apply indefinitely to all. 
Some people, if left unchecked, would harm others or 
themselves. In such cases, Allah may impose 
immediate justice, as part of His perfect wisdom. 
 
Allah described both Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and his son 
Ismail (AS) with this quality of Hilm: 
 

نِيبٌ(( هود:  اهٌ مُّ وَّ
َ
لِيمٌ أ ح 

َ
اهِيم  ل  إِبْر 

َّ
 75)) إِن

“Indeed, Ibrahim was forbearing, tender-hearted, 
and ever turning to Allah.” (Hud 11:75). 

(( الصافات:  لِيم 
م  ح 

 
لَ
 
اه  بِغ

 
ن ْ
َّ

شۡ ب 
 
 101)) ف

“So, We gave him (Ibrahim) glad tidings of a 
forbearing boy [Ismail].” (Al-Saffat 3:101) 
 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) used to invoke Allah with 
this name in times of distress:  
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َّ اِلله صلَ الله عليه وسلم كان   نتِي
َّ
يدعو باسم  عن ابن عباس:   أن

ي أوقات الكرب 
 :الله الحليم فن

" لا إله إلا الله العظيم الحليم، لا إله إلا الله رب العرش العظيم، لا 
إله إلا الله رب السماوات ورب الأرض ورب العرش الكريم" )رواه 

 البخاري( 
“There is no god but Allah, the Majestic, the 
Forbearing.  There is no god by Allah, the Lord of 
the grand throne.  There is no god by Allah, the 
Lord of the Heavens, the Lord of the earth and the 
Lord of the honorable throne. (Bukhari) 
 
He صلى الله عليه وسلم also taught that forbearance can be cultivated: 

إنما  ”قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وسلمقال،عن أتِي الدرداء 
ه( ”العلم بالتعلم وإنما الحلم بالتحلم.  ي وغي 

 )رواه الطيِاتن
“Knowledge comes through learning, and 
forbearance comes by practicing it.”  
 
He (PBUH) used to praise this trait as he said to Al-
Ashajj ‘Abdul-Qays:  

عن ابن عباس رضي الله عنهما قال: قال رسول الله صلى الله عليه  
ِ عبدالقيس: "إن فيك خَصلتينِ يحُِبُّهما الله: الحِلمُ،   وسلم لأشج 

 )رواه مسلم (والأناة"

“You possess two qualities beloved to Allah: 
forbearance and thoughtful judgment.” (Muslim)  
 
Forbearance in the Prophet’s Life: The Story of Ṭā’if: 
 
When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم went to Ṭā’if seeking support after 
enduring persecution in Mecca, the leaders mocked 
him and incited a mob to drive him out. He was pelted 
with stones, wounded, and humiliated. As he left, 
heartbroken, Angel Jibril appeared with the Angel of 
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the Mountains, offering to crush the people between 
the surrounding peaks. Instead of revenge, the Prophet 
 :replied صلى الله عليه وسلم
 

خرج الله من أصلابهم من يعبد الله وحده لا يشۡك  "بل أرجو أن ي 
ا" 
ً
 به شيئ

“No, I hope that Allah will bring from their 

descendants those who worship Him alone.” 
 
His forbearance was rewarded: Ṭā’if later embraced 
Islam and its people played important roles in Islamic 
history, including battles and state administration. 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
1. Don’t act out of anger or rush to punish, 

especially with family. 
2. Give people space to recognize and correct 

their mistakes. 
3. Avoid being harsh and judgmental—people 

value patience and mercy. 
4. Allow others the chance to change before 

holding them accountable. 
5. Correct mistakes gently, without humiliation—

your kindness will be remembered. 
6. Reflect on the power of forbearance, its calming 

effect on you, and its impact on others.  
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Al-Ghahffar ( ُٱلْغَفهار) (The Most Forgiving), Al-
Ghafour ( ُٱلْغَفُور) (The Oft-Forgiving), and Al-
Afuww (العفو) (The Pardoner, The Eraser of 
Sins) 

 

Allah’s names Al-Ghaffar, Al-Ghafour, and Al-Afuww all 
relate to forgiveness, but each reflects a unique aspect 
of divine mercy. However, they are often translated in 
English as the “Most Forgiving” ignoring the subtle 
difference. 
 
Al-Ghaffar ( ُٱلْغفََّار), Al-Ghafour ( ُٱلْغفَوُر) both come from 
the root gh-f-r (غفر), meaning to forgive, cover, and 
conceal. They indicate Allah’s mercy in forgiving sins 
and shielding the sinner from disgrace. 
 

• Al-Ghaffar: Forgives regardless of the type of 
sin (quality). 

• Al-Ghafour: Forgives regardless of the number 
of sins (quantity). 

 
Al-Afuww comes from the root ‘a-f-a (عفا), meaning to 
erase or remove. It refers to completely wiping away 
sins as if they never existed. 
 
Allah’s name Al-Ghaffar ( لْغفَهارُ ٱ ):  
 
Appears in the Quran 3 times, always paired with Al-
Aziz (The Almighty).    

بُّ  اتِ ٱ)) ر  او  م  رۡضِ ٱو   لسَّ
 ۡ
ا  لأ م  ه 

 
يۡن ا ب  م  زِيز  ٱو  ع 

 
ار  ٱ ل

َّ
ف
 
غ
 
 66(( ص: ل

“The Lord of the heavens and the earth and 
everything between them, the Almighty, the Most 
Forgiving.” (Sad 38:66) 
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ق  
َ
ل
 
و  ٱ)) خ ٰـ م  رۡض  ٱو   تِ ٲلسَّ

 ۡ
قِّ ٱبِ  لأ ح 

 
ر    ۖل وِّ

َ
ك يۡل  ٱي 

َ
  ل

َ
لَ ارِ ٱع  ہ 

َّ
ر   لن وِّ

َ
ك ي  و 

ار  ٱ ه 
َّ
  لن

َ
لَ يۡلِ ٱع 
َ
ر    ۖل

َّ
خ س  مۡس  ٱو 

َّ
ر  ٱو   لش م 

 
ق
 
   ۖل

ُ
 ڪ
م   لًٌّ۬ س  ً۬ مُّ ل 

ج 
 
جۡرِى لِأ   ۗي 

 
لَ
َ
 أ

و  
 
زِيز  ٱه ع 

 
ر  ٱ ل ٰـ

َّ
ف
 
غ
 
 5(( الزمر:  ل

“He created the heavens and the earth in truth. He 
wraps the night over the day, and He wraps the day 
over the night: He subjected the sun and the moon 
(to His law), each one moving for an appointed 
term. Is He not the Almighty, the Most Forgiving?” 
(Al-Zumar 39:5) 
 

و  ع 
ۡ
د
َ
ا لَِٓ أ وۡمِ م 

 
ق ٰـ ي   )) و 

ُ
  مۡ ڪ

َ
وٰةِ ٱإِلَ ج 

َّ
  لن

َ
ٓ إِلَ ِ

تن
 
ون ع 

ۡ
د
 
ت ارِ ٱو 

َّ
(  41)  لن

 
 
ِ لِأ

تن
 
ون ع 

ۡ
د
 
 ت

 
ر  ڪ
 
ِ ٱبِ  ف

َ
 بِهِ  للّ

 
ِك

ۡ
سَۡ
ُ
أ يۡس  لَِ بِهِ   ۦو 

َ
ا ل و    ۦم  ع 

ۡ
د
َ
 أ
۟
ا
 
ن
َ
أ  و 
ً۬
مٌ
 
 عِل

ُ
  مۡ ڪ

 
َ
زِيزِ ٱإِلَ ع 

 
رِ ٱ ل ٰـ

َّ
ف
 
غ
 
 42-41(( غافر: ل

“O my people! Why I call you to salvation while you 
are calling me to the Fire? (41) You call me to 
disbelieve in Allah and ascribe to Him partners 
about whom I have no knowledge, while I call you 
to the Almighty, the Most-Forgiving.” (Ghafir 40:41-
42) 
 
Allah’s name Al-Ghafour ( لْغفَوُرُ ٱ ):  
 
It is mentioned in the Quran 11 times 

• 9 times with Al-Rahime (The Most Merciful) 

• Once with Al-Aziz (The Almighty) and once with 

Al-Wadud (The Most Loving). 

 

ا 
 
ن
َ
ي أ
تنِّ
َ
ادِي أ ْ عِب  تِِّ 

 
ور  ٱ)) ن

 
ف
 
غ
ْ
حِيم  ٱ  ل  49(( الحجر: لرَّ

“Tell My slaves that I am the Oft-Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful” (Al-Hijr 15:49) 
 



 221 

 ((  ِ
َ
ةِ اللّ حْم  وا مِنْ ر 

 
ط
 
ن
ْ
ق
 
 ت
 
سِهِمْ لَ

 
ف
ْ
ن
َ
 أ
َ

لَ وا ع 
 
ف سَْ 

َ
ذِين  أ

َ
ادِي  ال ا عِب  لْ ي 

 
ق

حِيم((  الزمر:  ور  الرَّ
 
ف
 
غ
ْ
و  ال

 
 ه
 
ه
َّ
مِيعًا إِن وب  ج 

 
ن
ُّ
فِر  الذ

ْ
غ   ي 

َ
 اللّ

َّ
 53إِن

“Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed 
against their souls! Do not despair of the Mercy of 
Allah: for Allah forgives all sins. He is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Al-Zumur 39:53) 
 

 
 
ك ر  ٰـ ب 

 
ذِىٱ)) ت

َ
دِهِ  ل  ٱبِي 

 
ك
 
ل م 
 
دِيرٌ )  ل

 
ً۬ ق ء  ۡ

 
لِّ شۡ

ُ
ٰ ك

َ
لَ و  ع 

 
ه ذِىٱ( 1و 

َ
ق   ل

َ
ل
 
خ

 ٱ
 
وۡت م 

 
 ٱو   ل

 
وٰة ي  ح 

 
  ل

ً۬ 
ل م  ن  ع  حۡس 

َ
مۡ أ
ُ
ك يُّ
َ
مۡ أ
ُ
ك و 
ُ
بۡل و   ۚلِي 

 
ه زِيز  ٱ و  ع 

 
ور  ٱ ل

 
ف
 
غ
 
((   ل

 2-1الملك: 
“Blessed is He in Whose hand is the Kingdom: and 
He is powerful over everything (1) He Who created 
death and life, that He may test you as of which is 
better in his deeds: and He is the All-Almighty, the 
Oft-Forgiving” (Al-Mulk 67:1-2) 
 

 
 
ه
َّ
 )   ۥ)) إِن

 
عِيد ي   و 

 
بۡدِئ و  ي 

 
و  13ه

 
ه ور  ٱ( و 

 
ف
 
غ
 
 ٱ ل

 
ود
 
د و 
 
 14-13(( اليِوج:  ل

“He begins (creation) and restores it (13) And He is 
the Oft-Forgiving, the Most-Loving.” (Al-Burooj 
85:13-14) 
 
Allah’s name Al-Afuww (العفو):  
 
It is mentioned in the Quran in 5 verses.   

• 4 times with Al-Ghafour  

• Once with Allah’s name Al-Qadeer (القدير) *The 

All-Powerful”. 

 

 
َّ
ذِين  ٱ))إِن
َ
  ل

َّ
ف و 
 
م  ٮٰ ت  ٱ ه 

ٰـٓ لَ م 
 
 ٮِٕ ل

 
ة
َ
مۡ  ك

 
نت
ُ
 فِيم  ك

ْ
وا
ُ
ال
 
سِہِمۡ ق

 
نف
َ
الِمِٓ أ

َ
ا   ۖظ

َّ
ن
ُ
 ك
ْ
وا
ُ
ال
 
 ق

 ِ
ن  فن فِي  ع 

ۡ
ض
 
سۡت رۡضِ ٱم 

 ۡ
رۡض    ۚلأ

َ
نۡ أ

ُ
ك
 
مۡ ت

َ
ل
َ
 أ
ْ
وٓا
ُ
ال
 
ِ ٱق

َ
 ٲ و   للّ

ً۬ 
ة ا  سِع   فِيہ 

ْ
وا اجِر  ہ 

 
ت
 
   ۚف

 
ٰـٓ وْلَ
ُ
أ
 
 ٮِٕ ف

 
و   ك

 
أ م  ٮٰ م 

َّ
ن ه  مۡ ج  ا )  ۖه  ً صِي 

 م 
ۡ
ت ء 

ٓ
ا س   97 و 

َّ
ن  ٱ( إِلَ فِي  ع 

ۡ
ض
 
سۡت م 

 
مِن    ل

الِ ٱ ج  ءِ ٱو   لرِّ
ٓ
ا س 
ِّ
 ٱو   لن

 
د
 
وِل
 
   نِ ٲ ل

ً۬ 
بِيل  س 

 
ون

 
د
 
ہۡت  ي 

 
لَ  و 

ً۬ 
ة
َ
 حِيل

 
ون طِيع 

 
سۡت  ي 

 
لَ



 222 

 (98 
ٰـٓ وْلَ
ُ
أ
 
 ٮِٕ ( ف

 
ش   ك   ٱع 

َ
مۡ  للّ ہ 

ۡ
ن و  ع 

 
عۡف ن ي 

َ
  ۚأ

 
ان
َ
ك   ٱ و 

َ
  للّ

 
ا غ وًّ

 
ف ا ع 

ور ً۬
 
((   ف

 99-97النساء: 

“When angels take the souls of those who die 
while transgressing against themselves (i.e., 
committing injustice and sins), the angels say to 
them): "In what (predicament) were you under (that 
forced you to transgress against yourselves)?" 
They reply: " we were oppressed in the earth." 
They (the angels) say: "Was not the earth of Allah 
spacious enough for you to emigrate in it (away 
from the environment that made you commit 
sins)?" Those people will find their abode in 
Hell―what an evil refuge! (97)  Except those who 
are (really) oppressed―men, women, and children 
who have no means (to emigrate), nor find a way. 
(98)  These are they whom Allah is likely to forgive 
them, and Allah is Most-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.” 
(Al-Nisa 4:97-99) 
 

دِيرًا  
 
ا ق وًّ

 
ف  ع 

 
ان
َ
  ك
َ
 اللّ

َّ
إِن
 
وء  ف

نْ س  وا ع 
 
عْف
 
وْ ت
َ
وه  أ

 
ف
ْ
خ
 
وْ ت
َ
ا أ ً ْ ي 

 
وا خ

 
بْد
 
 ت
ْ
)) إِن

  149(( النساء: 
“Whether you reveal a good deed or conceal it, or 
pardon an evil, verily, Allah is Most-forgiving, All-
Powerful” (Al-Nisa 4:149) 
 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught ‘Ā’isha (RA) to say during Laylat 
al-Qadr: 
 

ي “
تنِّ و  فاعْف  ع 

ْ
ف ع 
ْ
حِب  ال

 
وٌّ ت
 
ف مذي“  (اللهم إنك ع  أحمد,  ,الي 

, وابن ماجه ي
  )والنسات 

“O Allah, You are Most Pardoning, and You love to 
pardon—so pardon me.” (Tirmidhi) 
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In reading the Quran, one notes that the Al-Afwu (العفو) 
is associated with erasing major sins.  Examples: 
 
Banu Israel after worshiping the golden calf:  
 

مۡ  )) 
 
نت
َ
أ  ۦو  عۡدِهِ عِجۡل  مِنٍۢ ب 

 
م  ٱل

 
ت
ۡ
ذ
 
خ
َّ
مَّ ٱت

 
 ث
ً۬ 
ة
َ
يۡل
َ
ن  ل عِي 

رۡب 
َ
ٰٓ أ وش  ا م 

 
ن
ۡ
د ٲع   و 

ۡ
إِذ و 

 ( 
 
ون لِم  ٰـ

َ
 ((  51ظ

 
ون ر 

ُ
ك
ۡ
ش
 
مۡ ت
ُ
ك
َ
ل ع 
َ
 ل
 
ٲلِك

 
عۡدِ ذ نٍۢ ب  م مِّ

ُ
نك ا ع 

 
وۡن
 
ف مَّ ع 

 
( ث

 52-51البقرة: 
“And remember when We appointed forty nights 
for Moses and (in his absence) you took the calf 
(for worship) and you were unjust. (51) Then We 
forgave you (afawnā ʿankum) after that so you may 
be grateful.” (Al-Baqarah 2:51-52) 
 
Muslims after fleeing at Uhud:  
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 155عمران: 
“Those of you who turned back on the day the two 
armies met (i.e. the battle of Uhud), it was Satan 
who caused some of them to backslide (run away 
from the battlefield) because of some of what they 
had earned. But Allah has pardoned them. Indeed, 
Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing.” (Al-Imran 3:155) 
 
Which is Greater: Al-Ghafūr or Al-‘Afūww? Scholars 
differ: 

• Some say Al-‘Afūww is greater since it 
completely erases sins. 

• Others say Al-Ghafūr is greater because, under 
certain conditions, it not only forgives but 
replaces sins with good deeds, as in: 
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 70-68(( الفرقان: غ

“(The faithful slaves of Allah) Those who do not 
invoke with Allah, any other god, and do not kill the 
life that Allah has made sacred, except for just 
cause, nor they commit fornication, and whoever 
does this shall face the punishment (68) (The 
punishment will be doubled for him on the Day of 
Judgment, and he will remain there humiliated 
forever. (69) Except those who repent, believe, and 
do righteous deeds—for such people, Allah will 
replace their sins with good deeds.” (Al-Fourqan 
25:68-70) 
 
The conditions for transforming sins to good deeds are: 
1) Sincere belief, 2) True repentance, 3) Avoiding 
willful disobedience, and 4) Performing righteous 
deeds.   
 
To seek complete forgiveness—covering, erasure, and 
transformation—invoke all three names together: Al-
Ghaffar, Al-Ghafour, Al-Afuww.  
 
 
Exceptions to Forgiveness 
 
1. Shirk (associating partners with Allah): 
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“Allah does not forgive associating partners with 
Him, but He forgives anything else for whomsoever 
He wills; to set up a partner with Allah is to commit 
heinous sin.” (Al-Nisaa 4:48) 
  
2. Persisting in sin knowingly without repentance: 
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عْل  135(( آل عمران: ي 

“And those who commit shameful deeds or wrong 
themselves, remember Allah and seek forgiveness 
for their sins; and who is there to forgive sins 
except Allah? And They do not persist knowingly 
in what they’ve done.” (Al-Imran 3:135) 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
1/ Call upon Al-Ghaffar, Al-Ghafoor and Al-Afuww.  No 
matter the nature or frequency of your sins, always 
seek Allah’s forgiveness sincerely, with repentance 
and righteous deeds.ds.  
 
2/ Never despair from Allah’s mercy.  The Messenger 
of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, 

والذي نفشي بيده لو لم تذنبوا  “قال الرسول صلَ الله عليه وسلم: 
كم يذنبون فيستغفرون الله فيغفر   لذهب الله بكم ولجاء بقوم غي 

 ]المصدر : صحيح مسلم ,الراوي : أبو هريرة [  ”لهم
 “By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if you did 
not sin, Allah would replace you with people who 
would sin and seek forgiveness, and He would 
forgive them.” (Muslim) 
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This Hadith is not a license to sin, but a reassurance 
that no sin is too great for Allah’s forgiveness—what 
matters is repentance. 
 
3/ Forgive others as you hope for Allah’s forgiveness: 

ورٌ  
 
ف
 
  غ

َ
اللّ مْ و 

ُ
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  ل
َ
فِر  اللّ

ْ
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وا أ ح 

 
صْف ي 

ْ
ل وا و 

 
عْف ي 

ْ
ل )) و 

حِيمٌ(( النور:   22ر 
“Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love that 
Allah should forgive you? Allah is Forgiving, 
Merciful.” (Al-Nour 24:22) 
 
While justice is allowed, forgiveness is praised:  

 ( 
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ُ
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 40-39الشورى: 

“And those who, when an oppression inflicts them, 
they defend themselves. (39) The recompense of 
an injury is an injury equal to it, but whoever 
forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is 
with Allah: for (Allah) does not love those who are 
unjust.” (Ash-Shura 42:39-40) 
 

رْض   
 ْ
الأ  و 

 
ات او  م  ا السَّ ه 
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َّ
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ُ
ك بِّ ن رَّ ة  مِّ
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ْ
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َ
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ْ
حِبُّ ال   ي 

َ
اللّ اسِ ۗ و 

َّ
نِ الن ن  ع  افِي  ع 

ْ
ال  و 

َ
يْظ

 
غ
ْ
ن  (( آل عمران:  ال حْسِنِي 

133-134 
And race with one with another towards 
forgiveness from your Lord, and towards a 
paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, 
prepared for those who have Taqwa; (133) Those 
who suppress their anger and forgive others—
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Allah loves those who do good. (Al-Emran 3:133-
134) 
 
4/ Conceal others’ faults and sins.  The Prophet 
(PBUH) said:  

ي الله عنه قال : قال رسول الله صلَ الله عليه  
عن أتِي هريرة رضن

ي الدنيا والِخرة ---- “وسلم : 
ه الله فن   ( ----”ومن سي  مؤمنا سي 

 )رواه مسلم 
 “Whoever conceals the faults of a Muslim, Allah 
will conceal his faults in this world and the 
Hereafter”.  (Muslim) 
 
5/ Don’t publicize your sins The Prophet (PBUH) said:  

ي الله عنه ـ أن النتِي صلَ  
ن من حديث أتِي هريرة ـ رضن ي الصحيحي 

فن
ي معافن إلا المجاهرين “الله عليه وسلم قال: 

رواه ( ”. ..كل أمت 
 )البخاري ومسلم 

“Every one of my followers will be forgiven except 
those who expose their sins…” (Bukhari and 
Muslim) 
 
6/ Make frequent istighfār (seeking forgiveness).  The 
Prophet (PBUH) Said:  

ي الله عنه  -عن أتِي هريرة 
قال : سمعت رسول الله صلَ الله   -رضن

ي لأستغفر 
ي اليوم  عليه وسلم يقول : "والله إتن

الله, وأتوب إليه فن
ن مرة" )رواه البخاري( .   أكيَ من سبعي 

“By Allah, I seek Allah’s forgiveness more than 
seventy times a day.” (Bukhari) 
 
7/ Seek forgiveness as a solution to all problems.  
Imam Al-Ḥasan Al-Baṣri advised people with different 
issues—drought, poverty, infertility—to seek Allah’s 
forgiveness, citing the words of Prophet Nuḥ (AS):  
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“I (Nuh) said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for 
He is Oft-Forgiving. (10)  He will send rain in 
abundance. (11) And increase your wealth and 
children, and grant you gardens and rivers.” (Nuh 
71:10-12) 
 
8/ Seek forgiveness during the pre-dawn hours. Allah 
praises those who rise early to seek forgiveness: 

ارِ(( آل عمران:  سْح 
 ْ
فِرِين  بِالأ

ْ
غ
 
سْت م 

ْ
ال  17)) و 

“Those who seek forgiveness in the pre-dawn 
hours” (Al-Emran 3:17) 
 

(( الذاريات: 
 
ون فِر 

ْ
غ
 
سْت مْ ي 

 
ارِ ه سْح 

 ْ
بِالأ  18)) و 

“And in the hours before dawn they used to ask 
forgiveness;” (Al-Dhariyat 51:18) 
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Al-Hameed ( الحميد) - The Praiseworthy  
 

The name Al-Hameed appears frequently in the Quran, 
both alone and alongside other divine names such as 
Al-Ghani (The Self-Sufficient), Al-Aziz (The Almighty), 
Al-Wali (The Guardian), Al-Majeed (The Glorious), and 
Al-Hakeem (The All-Wise). 
 
Al-Hameed comes from the root ḥ-m-d (حمد), meaning 
praise, thanks, and appreciation. It is broader than Al-
Shakoor (The Appreciative), which refers specifically to 
gratitude in return for favors. Al-Hamd (الحمد) denotes 
praise due to the praiseworthiness of one’s essence or 
attributes, not merely for specific actions. Thus, Allah is 
Al-Hameed—worthy of all praise at all times, in all 
circumstances. 
 
There are three Dimensions of the Name Al-
Hameed: 
 
1/ Deserving of Praise in All States: Allah is praised not 
only for His blessings, but even in hardship—because 
we trust in His wisdom. Any affliction may be a mercy, 
as Allah says: 
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ۡ
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ك
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ل ع 
َ
ل

(( السجدة: 
 
ون رۡجِع   21ي 

“We shall certainly make them taste the lesser 
punishment before the greater punishment, so they 
may return (to righteousness).” (As-Sajdah 32:21) 
 
2/ He Guides, Rewards, and Praises Good Deeds: 
Allah provides us with opportunities, inspires us to act 
righteously, and then praises and rewards us. Just as a 
father might praise a child for using the money he gave 
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to buy a gift for his mother, Allah praises us for good 
actions—though all resources are from Him. 
 
3/ He Rightfully Praises Himself: Unlike humans, 
Allah's self-praise is necessary and true, so we may 
know Him and seek His help. His praise reflects His 
perfection, not arrogance.  To illustrate: imagine a 
wealthy man offering help to someone in need but 
being dismissed because his appearance gives no sign 
of wealth. If he reveals his status, it’s not to boast, but 
to inform—so that others recognize his ability to help. 
Likewise, when Allah praises Himself, it is so we 
recognize His greatness, turn to Him in times of need, 
and rely on Him fully. 
 
Reflection on the verses in which Allah’s name Al-
Hameed is mentioned:   
 
1/ Allah’s name Al-Hameed (الحميد) came associated 
with pure speech and the path to Allah: 

مِيدِ(( الحج:   ح 
ْ
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ه وْلِ و 

 
ق
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“They have been guided to good speech, and 
guided to the path of the  
Praiseworthy.” (Al-Hajj 22:24) 
 
While pure, respectful speech leads to Allah, improper 
speech has grave consequences. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 
 

ن    إن “ ي جهنم سبعي 
 يهوي بها فن

 
ي لها بالّ

الرجل ليتكلم بالكلمة لا يلق 
 
ً
مذي عن أتِي هريرة ”. (خريفا

 )الي 
“A person may say a word carelessly that will cause 
him to fall into Hellfire seventy years deep.” 
(Tirmidhi) 
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حت  “ قلبه  يستقيم  ولا  قلبه  يستقيم  حت   عبد  إيمان  يستقيم  لا 
 .) أخرجه الْمام أحمد عن أنس بن مالك “ (يستقيم لسانه 

“The belief of a person will not be upright unless 
his heart is upright, and his heart will not be 
upright unless his tongue is upright.” (Ahmad) 
 
2/ Allah’s name Al-Hameed came Associated with 
Allah’s name Al-Aziz (The Almighty):  
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“This is a Book that We have revealed to you, to 
bring people out of darkness into light, by the will 
of their Lord, to the path of the Almighty, the 
Praiseworthy.” (Ibrahim 14:1) 
 
Truth is one, but falsehood takes many forms—hence 
“light” is singular while “darkness” is plural.  
 
3/ Allah’s name Al-Hameed came associated with 
Allah’s name Al-Wali (The Guardian): 
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 28(( الشورى: ل

“He sends rain after despair and spreads His 
mercy. He is the Guardian, the Praiseworthy.” 
(Ash-Shura 42:28) 
 
Allah defends and cares for the believers as their Wali 
(Guardian).  
 
4/ Allah’s name Al-Hameed also came in association 
with the name Al-Majeed (The Glorious): 
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“They said: "Do you (Sarah) wonder at Allah's 
decree? The mercy of Allah and His blessings be 
upon you, people of the house. Indeed, He is 
Praiseworthy, Glorious." (Hud 11:73) 
 
This same phrase appears in the Prophet’s  صلى الله عليه وسلم taught 
du’a during tashahhud (salutation) for his family and 
the family of Prophet Ibrahim.  The Prophet (PBUH) 
was asked by the companions on how can they do 
Salat on Ahl-Albayt?  He (PBUH) answered:  

ي الله عنه أنه قال : 
عن البخاري من حديث كعب بن عجرة رضن

سألنا رسول الله صلَ الله عليه وسلم فقلنا : يا رسول الله كيف  
الصلاة عليكم أهل البيت ؟ قال :“قولوا اللهم صل علَ محمد  
وعلَ آل محمد ، كما صليت علَ إبراهيم وعلَ آل إبراهيم إنك 

وعلَ آل محمد كما باركت  حميد مجيب ، اللهم بارك علَ محمد 
 .  علَ إبراهيم وعلَ آل إبراهيم إنك حميد مجيد “

Say: “O Allah, bless Mohammad and the members 
of his household as You have blessed Abraham 
and the members of his household.  You are 
indeed Praiseworthy and Glorious.  
O Allah, be gracious unto Mohammad and the 
members of his household as You were gracious 
unto Abraham and the members of his household.  
You are indeed Praiseworthy and Glorious.” 
(Bukhari) 
 
5/ The name Al-Hameed came associated with Al-
Hakeem (The Wise)   
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“No falsehood can approach it from its front or 
from its behind: it is sent down by the All-Wise, the 
Worthy of all Praise.” (Fusulat 41:42) 
 
Allah protects the Quran in its perfection and from any 
imperfection. 
 
6/ The name Al-Hameed came associated with Al-
Ghani (The Rich)  
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“O mankind! You are in need of Allah, while Allah 
is Free of need, Praiseworthy.” (Fater 35:15) 
 
Our praise does not benefit Allah, but it benefits us. 
 
Glorifying Allah with Hamd and Tasbeeh 
 
Expressing gratitude to Allah by declaring His Hamd is 
often associated with declaring Allah’s perfection by 
saying Subhan Allah (سبحان الله).  Therefore, we say 
 Subhanallahi Wa Bihamdihi”.  Saying“ (سبحان الله و بحمده)
Subhan Allah means declaring the infinite perfection of 
Allah’s essence, names, attributes, and actions beyond 
any human measure.  While it is difficult to translate 
Subhan Allah with simple words to reflect its meaning, 
it is often translated as “All Glory is to Allah.”   The best 
words we express our gratitude to Allah by combining 
tasbih (glorification) and hamd (praise). 
 
The most complete form of remembrance is combining 
praise (hamd) with glorification (tasbeeh): 
"Subhanallahi wa bihamdihi” (سبحان الله و بحمده)– Glory 
and praise be to Allah.  The Prophet (PBUH) said: 
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تانِ إلَ “ بِيب  انِ، ح  ن ي المِي 
تانِ فن
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بْحان نِ، س  حْم   ." )البخاري( الرَّ

“Two phrases are light on the tongue, heavy on the 
scale, and beloved to Allah: Subhanallahi wa 
bihamdihi, Subhanallahil Azeem (Glory and praise 
to Allah, glory to Allah the Almighty).” (Bukhari) 
 
The Prophet’s wife Juwairiyah bint Al-Harith (May Allah 
be pleased with her) reported that the Prophet (PBUH) 
said:   

ي الله عنها
النتِي صلَ الله عليه   أن عن جويرية بنت الحارث رضن

: لقد قلت بعدك أربــع كلمات ثلاث مرات لو وزنت بما  قال وسلم

سبحان الله وبحمده عدد خلقه ورضن “ قلت منذ اليوم لوزنتهن: 
 )مسلم( . ”نفسه وزنة عرشه ومداد كلماته

“I recited four phrases three times that outweigh 
everything you have said since morning: ‘Glory 
and praise be to Allah as much as the number of 
His creations, according to His pleasure, equal to 
the weight of His Throne, and the ink of His 
words.’” (Muslim) 
 
Everything in the universe praises Allah in this way, 
even if we don’t perceive it: 
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 44الْسَاء: 
“The seven heavens and the earth and all within 
them glorify Him. There is not a thing that does not 
glorify Him with praise, though you do not 
understand their glorification. Surely, He is 
forbearing, Most Forgiving.” (Al-Isra 17:44) 
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The ultimate expression of gratitude in Paradise will be 
the same declaration we repeat daily in our prayers 
ِ الْعَالمَِينَ ) ِ رَب   All Praise be to Allah, Lord of the“ (الْحَمْدُ لِلََّّ
Worlds."  
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“Their call therein (in paradise) will be: ‘Glory be to 
You, O Allah!’ and their greeting will be ‘Peace!’ 
And the conclusion of their call will be: ‘Praise be 
to Allah, the Lord of the worlds!” (Yunus 10:10) 
 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 
1. Keep Your Tongue Constant in Praise: Train 

yourself to regularly say Alhamdulillah—"All 
praise is due to Allah"—with reflection. Each 
time you say it, recall Allah’s countless 
blessings. We often take basic gifts—like food, 
shelter, or sleep—for granted. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 
said: 
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“Whoever wakes up with health in his body, safety 
in his surroundings, and food for his day—it is as if 
he owns the entire world.” (Tirmidhi) 
 

2. Appreciate the Meaning of Hamd Through 
the Example of the Righteous 
Reflect on the humility of those before us. When 
a messenger from Azerbaijan visited Caliph 
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Omar ibn Al-Khattab expecting a grand meal, he 
was offered only bread and salt. Omar joyfully 
said: “Alhamdulillah, this is a blessing.”  After 
finishing the meal, Omar said: 
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“All praise is due to Allah who fed us, gave us 
drink, and made us Muslims.” 
 
Even the simplest of provisions deserve gratitude. How 
many of us would say Alhamdulillah if served only 
bread and salt for breakfast? 
 

3. Acknowledge the Gifts Allah Has Given You: 
Recognizing your talents is not arrogance if 
done with humility and sincerity. Allah grants 
gifts to individuals for the benefit of others. Don’t 
hide your strengths—use them to serve the 
community. Likewise, support and uplift others 
in developing their own gifts. 
 

4. Be Content in Every Situation: Gratitude is not 
limited to times of ease. True believers cycle 
between gratitude during blessings and patience 
during trials. When we are truly pleased with 
Allah in all circumstances, Allah is pleased with 
us. 
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“Allah will say: "This is a day on which the truthful 
shall profit from their truthfulness.  For them there 
are gardens beneath which rivers flow, their eternal 
home.  Allah is pleased with them, and they are 
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pleased with Him—that is the greatest success.” 
(Al-Maeda 5:119) 
 
Imam Al-Shafi’i once saw a man circumambulating 
around the Kabbah saying: O’ Allah, are you pleased 
with me. He told him: “Are you pleased with Allah? The 
man asked: “how can I be pleased with Allah? He said: 
“You are pleased with Allah when your joy in 
hardship equals your joy in ease.” 
 

5. Find Contentment Through Constant Praise: 
Achieving inner peace comes through 
consistent Tasbeeh (glorifying) and Hamd 
(praising) of Allah. 

)) 
ْ
ح بِّ س  اءِ   و 

 
مِنْ آن ا ۖ و  ه  وبــِ

ر 
 
بْل  غ

 
ق مْسِ و 

َّ
وعِ الش

ُ
ل
 
بْل  ط

 
 ق
 
ك بِّ مْدِ ر  بِح 

ٰ (( طه: 
رْضن 
 
 ت
 
ك
َ
ل ع 
َ
ارِ ل ه 

َّ
اف  الن ر 

ْ
ط
َ
أ  و 
ْ
ح بِّ س 

 
يْلِ ف

َ
 130الل

“So, glorify and praise your Lord before sunrise, 
before sunset, and during parts of the night and 
day, so that you may be content.” (Taha 20:130) 
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Al-Hayy (الحي) - The Ever Living and Al-
Qayyum (القيوم) - The Self-Sustaining, The 
Sustainer of All 

Al-Hayy refers to Allah’s perfect, eternal life—without 
beginning or end. His existence is not dependent on 
anything, and He is the source of all life. Unlike human life, 
which begins from non-existence and ends in death, Allah's 

life is absolute and self-existent and thus He is also Al-
Qayyum. Al-Qayyum has two key meanings: 

1. Self-Sustaining – Allah needs nothing and no 
one. Nothing can affect or diminish His 
existence or attributes. 

2. Sustainer of All – Everything in creation 
depends entirely on Him. He governs all affairs, 
upholds all existence, and maintains perfect 
justice. 

These names are deeply connected to others like Al-
Samad ( مَدُ ٱ  لْصَّ ) (The Self-Sufficient), Al-Muhaymin 
( لْمُهَيْمِنُ ٱ ) (The Guardian), and Al-Razzaq ( اقُ ٱ زَّ لْرَّ ) (The 
Provider). 
 
Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyum are mentioned together in 
three powerful verses: 
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Allah! There is no god but He, the Ever-Living, the 
Sustainer of all. Neither slumber nor sleep 
overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever is in the 
heavens and on earth....” (Al-Baqarah 2: 255) 
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 3-2آل عمران: 
“Allah! There is no god but He, the Ever Living, the 
Sustainer of all. (2) He has sent down to you the 
Book in truth…” (Al-Emran 2:2-3) 
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“All faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, 
the Sustainer of all, and the loser is the one who 
carries injustice.” (Taha 20:111) 

 
Al-Hayy also appears independently in two other 
verses:  
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"Put your trust in the Ever-Living who does not 
die." (Al-Fourqan 25:58) 
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“He is the Ever-Living. There is no God but He.  So 
call upon Him, devoting the religion sincerely to 
Him.” (Ghafir 40:65) 
 
Only Allah is Al-Hayy. All other beings began from non-
existence and eventually perish. He alone creates life 
and death: 
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“He who created death and life to test which of you 
is better in deeds.” (Al-Mulk 67:2) 
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“There has come upon man a period in which he 
was nothing worth mentioning.” (Al-Insan 76:1) 
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“Everything will perish except His Face. To Him 
belongs the Command, and to Him you (all) will 
return.” (Al-Qasas 28:88) 
 
Trusting in anyone other than Allah is flawed, people 
die, disappear, or fail. But Allah, the Ever-Living, will 
always be there. That is why He says: 
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"Put your trust in the Ever-Living who does not 
die." (Al-Fourqan 25:58) 
 

As Al-Qayyum, Allah determines when things exist, 
how they live, and when they die. He sustains all 
creation moment by moment: 
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“There is no creature on earth but its provision is 
upon Allah. He knows its dwelling and its resting 
place. All is recorded in a clear Book.” (Hud 11:6) 
 

These names together highlight Allah’s absolute 
independence and our complete dependence on 
Him—for life, sustenance, guidance, and ultimate 
return. 
 

To appreciate the meaning of Al-Qayyum, imagine 
being responsible for sustaining just one street. You 
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would have to manage everyone’s food, water, air, 
bodily functions (like breathing, digestion, circulation), 
and environmental factors such as oxygen levels and 
the ozone layer. You’d also need to care for every 
pregnant woman, provide milk for each newborn, and 
sustain every insect, bird, animal, and plant on that 
street—every second, without rest or error. Clearly, 
such a role would require endless power and zero 
need for rest. 
 
Now consider that Allah is Al-Qayyum over the entire 
universe—across land, sea, and space. He sustains 
every being in every place, at all times. 
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 33الرعد: 
“Is He who watches over every soul and what it 
earns (like those false gods)? Yet they ascribe 
partners to Allah...” (Al-R’ad 13:33) 
 

To fulfill this role, Allah must be free from fatigue: ( 
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“Slumber does not overtake Him, nor does 
sleep….” (Al-Baqarah 2:255) 
 
Nothing escapes His knowledge or control, not even 
for a split second. Were He to doze for a moment, the 
universe would collapse. 
 
When Bani Israel asked Prophet Musa if Allah sleeps, 
Allah inspired him to place two glass bottles in a man’s 
hands and have him hold them overnight. As the man 
slept, he dropped and broke them. This was a lesson—
if the Sustainer of the universe were to sleep, 
everything would fall apart. 
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Consider Earth: it weighs around 6 billion trillion metric 
tons and travels around the sun at 67,000 miles/hour. 
A tiny lapse in speed or orbit would make life 
impossible. Yet Allah, Al-Qayyum, maintains it all with 
perfect precision. 
 
In human terms, a slave stays awake to serve the 
master—not the other way around. But Allah, our 
Master, is awake every moment, sustaining us while 
we sleep. Who keeps your heart beating? Your lungs 
breathing? Your immune system alert while you rest? It 
is Allah, Al-Qayyum. 
 
This is not just an intellectual truth but a deeply 
personal one: Allah says, 
 
“Put your trust in the Ever-Living who does not 
die.” (Al-Furqan 25:58) 
 
Allah doesn’t just sustain—He owns and governs all: 
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“To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and 
on earth.” (Al-Baqarah 2:255) 
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“Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the 
Trustee over all things.” (Al-Zumar 39:62) 
 
Since Allah is Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum, no one else 
deserves our worship, reliance, or love on par with 
Him. This is the essence of Tawheed (pure 
monotheism). 
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We are allowed to love others—for Allah ( الحب في الله), 
but not with Allah  (الحب مع الله). That is, we love 
righteous people, the Prophet (PBUH), the Qur’an, 
Ramadan, etc., because Allah loves them—not in 
place of or alongside Him. 
 
Loving anything with Allah (الحب مع الله) is a form of 
hidden shirk (polytheism). If your love for someone 
leads you to disobey Allah, it becomes misplaced 
loyalty and hidden idolatry. 
 
Abu Bakr (RA) exemplified true belief. When the 
Prophet (PBUH) died, he said: 
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“Whoever worshipped Mohammad, Mohammad 
has died. But whoever worships Allah, Allah is 
Ever-Living and never dies”.  
He loved the Prophet deeply but never confused love 
with worship. The Prophet (PBUH) warned: 

ي 
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  أخوف ما أخاف علَ أمت 
“What I fear most for my Ummah is hidden shirk.” 
(Ahmad) 
 

True belief in Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum erases fear. Allah 
says: 
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“We will cast terror into the hearts of those who 
disbelieve because they associate partners with 
Allah...” (Al-Imran 3:151) 
 
In contrast, belief brings peace: 
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“Those who believe and whose hearts find peace 
in the remembrance of Allah—verily in the 
remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.” (Al-Ra’d 
13:28) 
 

Death is merely a transition. The real question is: will 
you be among those who get to see Al-Hayy, the Ever-
Living, in the Hereafter? 
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“Some faces that Day shall be shining and radiant. 
(22) Looking at their Lord.” (Al-Qiyamah 75:22-23) 
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“Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upon 
their hearts. (14) But surely, on that Day, they will 
be veiled from seeing their Lord.” (Al-Mutafifeen 
83:14-15) 
 

Everything that happens—blessings or trials—is by His 
will and for a purpose. We seek no helper but Him:  
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“Do you not know that to Allah belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth? And 
besides Allah, you have no protector or helper.” 
(Al-Baqarah 2: 107) 
 

This understanding distinguishes pure monotheism 
from hidden shirk. Whatever befalls us is only by His 
decree: 
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“Say: Nothing will ever befall us except what Allah 
has written for us. He is our Master. And in Allah, 
let the believers place their trust." (At-Tawba 9:51)  
 
Many scholars interpret Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum as part of 
Allah’s Greatest Name, the one that if invoked, 
guarantees a response.  The Prophet (PBUH) said:   
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“The greatest name of Allah is in three Surahs: Al-
Baqarah, Al -Imran and Ta-Ha.” (Ibn Maajah)  
 
In all three, Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum appears. 
 
Another hadith confirms its power:A man invoked: 
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: »لقد دعا باسمِه   صلى الله عليه وسلمالجلال والْكرام، يا حي

ئل به أعطى «.  عِي  به أجاب، وإذا س 
 
 الأعظم الذي إذا د

“O Allah, I ask You by the fact that all praise is Yours. 
There is no god but You, the Bestower, the Creator of 
the heavens and the earth, the Possessor of Majesty 
and Honor, Ya Hayy, Ya Qayyum.” 
The Prophet (PBUH) said: “He has called upon Allah 
by His Greatest Name. When He is called by it, He 
responds, and when He is asked by it, He gives.” 
(Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood, An-Nasa’i) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

 

1. Call Upon Allah with These Names in Times of 
Hardship: Understand the power of the names 
Al-Hayy (The Ever-Living) and Al-Qayyum (The 
Sustainer of All), and use them in your 
supplications during difficulty. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 
would say in times of distress: 

يا حي يا قيوم “كان النتِي صلَ الله عليه و سلم إذا كربه أمر قال: 
 )ابن حبان(  برحمتك أستغيث”

“Ya Hayy, Ya Qayyum, I seek refuge in Your 
mercy.” (Ibn Hibban) 
 
He also advised his daughter Fatimah to say each 
morning and evening: 

ي الله عنه قال : قال النتِي صلَ الله عليه  
عن أنس بن مالك رضن

ي الله عنها : قولَي إذا أصبحت وإذا أمسيت : 
يا “وسلم لفاطمة رضن

ي إلَ 
ي كله ، ولا تكلتن

حي يا قيوم برحمتك أستغيث ، أصلح لَي شأتن
ن  هم. [.  ”نفشي طرفة عي  ي ، وغي 

ي والحاكم والبيهق 
 ]رواه النسات 

“Ya Hayy Ya Qayyum, by Your mercy I seek 
assistance. Rectify all of my affairs and do not 
leave me to myself, even for the blink of an eye.” 
 
Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim said: “Calling on Allah by these 
two names has a powerful impact in relieving hardship 
and reviving your strength—whether physical, 
emotional, or spiritual”. 
 

2. Revive Your Heart Spiritually: Call upon Al-Hayy 
to bring life to your heart. A living heart 
recognizes truth, feels remorse for sin, and 
draws nearer to Allah. A dead heart feels 
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nothing. Keep your heart alive with 
remembrance, prayer, and sincere repentance. 
 

3. Trust That Allah Will Sustain You: Have full 
reliance on Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum, who never 
neglects His creation. Reflect on His perfection 
and constant care. Whatever you need—health, 
sustenance, guidance—He is the source and 
sustainer. 

ِ رِزْق هَا...(( هود:   6))  وَمَا مِنْ داَبَّةٍ فِي الْْرَْضِ إِلاَّ عَلَى اللََّّ
“There is no creature on earth but that upon 

Allah is its provision,” (Hud 11:6) 

4. Be a Support to Others: Embody the spirit of 
Qayyumiyyah by supporting others in their 
needs. Extend your help wherever you can, 
ease people’s burdens, and be a source of 
strength and stability for your family and 
community. The prophet (PBUH) said: 

من نفس عن مؤمن كربة من كرب الدنيا، نفس الله عنه كربة  " 
ي 
من كرب يوم القيامة، ومن يش علَ معش يش الله عليه فن
ي الدنيا والِخرة،  

ه الله فن الدنيا والِخرة، ومن سي  مسلمًا سي 
ي عون أخيه

ي عون العبد ما كان العبد فن
 ." )مسلم( والله فن

“He who removes from a believer one of his 
difficulties of this world, Allah will remove one of 
his troubles on the Day of Resurrection; and he 
who finds relief for a hard-pressed person, Allah 
will make things easy for him on the Day of 
Resurrection; he who covers up (the faults and 
sins) of a Muslim, Allah will cover up (his faults 
and sins) in this world and in the Hereafter. 
Allah supports His slave as long as the slave is 
supportive of his brother”. (Muslim) 
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The Glorious Names of Allah 
Several of the Glorious Names that ae listed below have not 
yet been included in this edition of the book. The author 
intends to address these additional names in a future 
edition.":   
 

1  Allah (الله)   The Greatest Name 

2  Ar-Rahman (الرحمن)  The All-Compassionate 

3  Ar-Rahim (الرحيم)  The All-Merciful 

4  Al-Malik (الملك)  The Absolute Ruler 

5  Al-Quddus ( القدوس)  The Pure One 

6  As-Salam ( السلام)  The Source of Peace 

7  Al-Mu'min (المؤمن)  The Inspirer of Faith 

8  Al-Muhaymin (المهيمن)  The Guardian 

9  Al-Aziz (العزيز)  The Victorious 

10  Al-Jabbar (الجبار)  The Compeller 

11  Al-Mutakabbir (المتكبر)  The Greatest 

12  Al-Khaliq (الخالق)  The Creator 

13  Al-Bari' (البارئ)  The Maker of Order 

14  Al-Musawwir (المصور)  The Shaper of Beauty 

15  Al-Ghaffar (الغفار)  The Forgiving 

16  Al-Qahhar (القهار)  The Subduer 

17  Al-Wahhab (الوهاب)  The Giver of All 

18  Ar-Razzaq (الرزاق)  The Sustainer 

19  Al-Fattah (الفتاح)  The Opener 

20  Al-`Alim (العليم)   The Knower of All 

21  Al-Qabid (القابض)  The Constrictor 

22  Al-Basit (الباسط)  The Reliever 

23  Al-Khafid ( الخافض)  The Abaser 

24  Ar-Rafi (الرافع)   The Exalter 

25  Al-Mu'izz (المعز)  The Bestower of Honors 

26  Al-Mudhill ( المذل)  The Humiliator 

27  As-Sami (السميع)  The Hearer of All 

28  Al-Basir (البصير)  The Seer of All 

29  Al-Hakam (الحكم)  The Judge 
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30  Al-`Adl (العدل)   The Just 

31  Al-Latif (اللطيف)  The Subtle One 

32  Al-Khabir (الخبير)  The All-Aware 

33  Al-Halim (الحليم)  The Forbearing 

34  Al-Azim (العظيم)  The Magnificent 

35  Al-Ghafur (الغفور)  The Forgiver and Hider of 
Faults 

36  Ash-Shakur (الشكور)  The Rewarder of 
Thankfulness 

37  Al-Ali (العلى)   The Highest 

38  Al-Kabir (الكبير)  The Greatest 

39  Al-Hafiz (الحفيظ)  The Preserver 

40  Al-Muqit (المقيت)  The Nourisher 

41  Al-Hasib (الحسيب)  The Accounter 

42  Al-Jalil (الجليل)   The Mighty 

43  Al-Karim (الكريم)  The Generous 

44  Ar-Raqib (الرقيب)  The Watchful One 

45  Al-Mujib (المجيب)  The Responder to Prayer 

46  Al-Wasi (الواسع)  The All-Comprehending 

47  Al-Hakim (الحكيم)  The Perfectly Wise 

48  Al-Wadud ( الودود)  The Loving One 

49  Al-Majid (المجيد)  The Majestic One 

50  Al-Ba'ith (الباعث)  The Resurrector 

51  Ash-Shahid (الشهيد)  The Witness 

52  Al-Haqq ( الحق)   The Truth 

53  Al-Wakil (الوكيل)  The Trustee 

54  Al-Qawiyy (القوى)  The Possessor of All Strength 

55  Al-Matin (المتين)  The Forceful One 

56  Al-Waliyy (الولى)  The Governor 

57  Al-Hamid (الحميد)  The Praised One 

58  Al-Muhsi ( المحصى)  The Appraiser 

59  Al-Mubdi' (المبدئ)  The Originator 

60  Al-Mu'id (المعيد)  The Restorer 

61  Al-Muhyi (المحيى)  The Giver of Life 

62  Al-Mumit (المميت)  The Taker of Life 
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63  Al-Hayy (الحي)   The Ever Living One 

64  Al-Qayyum (القيوم)  The Self-Existing One 

65  Al-Wajid (الواجد)  The Finder 

66  Al-Majid ( الماجد)  The Glorious 

67  Al-Wahid ( الواحد)  The One, the All Inclusive, 
The Indivisible 

68  As-Samad (الصمد)  The Satisfier of All Needs 

69  Al-Qadir (القادر)  The All Powerful 

70  Al-Muqtadir (المقتدر)  The Creator of All Power 

71  Al-Muqaddim (المقدم)  The Expediter 

72  Al-Mu'akhkhir (المؤخر)  The Delayer 

73  Al-Awwal (الأول)  The First 

74  Al-Akhir ( الأخر)  The Last 

75  Az-Zahir ( الظاهر)  The Manifest One 

76  Al-Batin (الباطن)  The Hidden One 

77  Al-Wali (الوالي)   The Protecting Friend 

78  Al-Muta'ali (المتعالي)  The Supreme One 

79  Al-Barr ( البر)   The Doer of Good 

80  At-Tawwab (التواب)  The Guide to Repentance 

81  Al-Muntaqim (المنتقم)  The Avenger 

82  Al-'Afuww (العفو)  The Forgiver 

83  Ar-Ra'uf ( الرؤوف)  The Clement 

84  Malik-al-Mulk (مالك الملك)  The Owner of All 

85  Dhu-al-Jalal wa-al-Ikram (ذو الجلال و الإكرام)  The 
Lord of Majesty and Bounty 

86  Al-Muqsit (المقسط)  The Equitable One 

87  Al-Jami' (الجامع)  The Gatherer 

88  Al-Ghani (الغنى)  The Rich One 

89  Al-Mughni (المغنى)  The Enricher 

90  Al-Mani'(المانع)   The Preventer of Harm 

91  Ad-Darr ( الضار)  The Creator of The Harmful 

92  An-Nafi' ( النافع)   The Creator of Good 

93  An-Nur (النور)   The Light 

94  Al-Hadi ( الهادي)  The Guide 

95  Al-Badi (البديع)   The Originator 
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96  Al-Baqi ( الباقي)   The Everlasting One 

97  Al-Warith (الوارث)  The Inheritor of All 

98  Ar-Rashid (الرشيد)  The Righteous Teacher 

99  As-Sabur (الصبور)  The Patient One 
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