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✩✩✩ 

Between the world of existence and the horizon of eternity, 

this book calls to you; 

to awaken your spirit from the heedlessness of days, 

and to restore the insight of the heart within the shadows of the 

Most Beautiful Names. 

Pages that guide you to the meaning of life, 

and reveal to you the secret of the path to your Lord; 

where wisdom is made manifest,  

and the heart beats with an undying love. 

So pass through it to come to know yourself, 

and grow nearer by it to the One who fashioned you in the best of 

forms; 

until — at the end — you find that the whole way led to Him. 

✩✩✩ 
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 خطبت الكتاب

بعد حمدِ الِله تعالى ٗاهصلاِٝ ٗاهشلاَِ عوٟ جمٚعِ أُبٚا٢ِِٕ ٗزسُوِِٕ، فوقد تٚشَّسَ هٛ الاطلاعُ عوٟ 

ِْ الِله )بِأَسما٢ِِٕ َُٔتَدِٜ(  ِْ؛  ُٖاهرٜ أعدَّجاُبٍ ًّ اهلتابِ الجِّٚدِ اهِافِعِ، بإذ ِْ اهلبِيرا الُأستاذا

ُٞ ُٗٗاهدُكت٘زُ إسماعٚىُ اهشسبٚنيُّ، ٗسَ ،اهدُكت٘زُ ممدٗحُ سلاً ِْ إلى ًساعاِٝ فِّسَُِّٛ أْ  قَ الُأستاذا

ِّ، ٗخاصًٞ في الم٘ض٘عاتِ  الج٘اُبِ ٗاهشٌاتِ اهتي تجبُ ًلاحظتُٔا في خطابِ اهقازئِ اهػسب

ُٕ ٗحِٚٞ، ذاتِ اهطابعِ اهسُّ ِْ نح٘ خاهِقِِٕ، ٗاستشسافَ ِّ اهعٌٚقِ، اهتي تشتححُّ ًشاعسَ الإُشا الإُشاُ

هوػاِٙٞ اهشاًِٚٞ، ًّ زحوِٞ الحٚاِٝ اهفاُِٚٞ، اهتي ٓٛ لدسّدُ تمٔٚدٍ ٗإعدادٍ لحٚاٍٝ باقٍٚٞ دا٢ٌٍٞ، في ج٘ازِ 

ٍِ، بلا ًلاهٍٞ ٗلا سَأٍََ، ٗهلّ في سعادٍٝ ٗحب٘زٍ ٍٍ عِدَ الِلهٗزضا ٗسس ،ٓرا الخاهقِ اهعظٚ  .ٗزٍ دا٢

ُٕ الخطابُ ،إْ اختٚازَ الم٘ض٘عِ ِّ اهرٜ ٙدٗزُ ح٘هَ ٓ٘ تومَ اهشٌاتُ المشازُ  ،ٗالمح٘زِ الأساس

َُ٘ٔا عوٟ  إهٚٔا، ٗهٚصَ ِٓان أكجسُ إثازٍٝ لآتٌاَِ اهبشسِ ًّ ًعسفِٞ غاِٙٞ الخوقِ ٗسِسِّ الحٚاِٝ، اهتي ٙقط

ٍِاهل٘كبِ اهرٜ ُعٚشُ عوِٕٚ جمٚعّا، هٚتَّٔٚ ٍِ الُمقٚ ِّٛ الخاهدِ، ٗاهِعٚ َ٘ازِ اهسباُ  .ؤٗا هوجَ

ِْ ثقافٍٞ ًػاٙسٍٝ،  ُٕ كىُّ قازئٍ ٗبالأخصِّ قازئُ اهوػِٞ الإنجوٚزِٙٞ المعاصسِٝ، ممّ ُشأَ في أحطا ٗيحتاجُ

ٌّتِِٕ، ٗتحسٙمِ  ُٕ ٙتطوّعُ إلى استِٔاضِ ٓ ّٗهًا، هلِ ُٕ أ ِْ عقو إلى أسو٘بٍ خاصٍّ، يخاطبُ في الإُشا

ِّ هوحٚاِٝ اهبشسِٙٞ، في زحوتِٔا الأزقٟ  طاقتِِٕ ِّ، ٗالمػز٠ المعِ٘ ِّ، ٗالمعِٟ الج٘ٓس نح٘ الُأفُقِ اهسٗح

 .عوٟ ك٘كبِ الأزضِ، ًٗساحؤِا اهشاًِٚٞ في ج٘ازِ الِله
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َّ، في هػٍٞ بشٚطٍٞ سٔوٍٞ، قسٙبٍٞ ًّ  ٗقد تِاٗيَ اهلتابُ ٓرا الجاُبَ اهباهؼَ اهعٌقِ، ٗاهجسا١َ المعِ٘

ِْ ُفصِ  ِْ الخبيرا ًٞ، فاهسجلا ًٞ ثاهج قازئِ تومَ اهوػِٞ، ٗثقافتِٕ ٗفِلسِِٖ، دْٗ عِتٍ أٗ إزٓاقٍ، ٗسٌِ

بأدبٚاتِ اهوػِٞ الإنجوٚزِٙٞ المعاصسِٝ، ًٗشاكىِ قُسَّا٢ِٔا ٗفقًا في اختٚازِ 

الأسو٘بِ اهشٔىِ المٌتِعِ في الحقٚقِٞ هيرتفعا بِقُسَّا٢ٌِِٔا إلى آفاقٍ 

شاغىِ اهدُِٚ٘ٙٞ، في ًشت٘آا عوٚا، تشٌ٘ عوٟ الم

ِّ، ٗتتطوّعُ إلى الأبعادِ اهشاًِٚٞ، في غاِٙٞ  الماد

الخوقِ ٗسِسِّ الحٚاِٝ، اهرٜ ًّ أجوِٕ ج٣ِِا إلى 

 ُٞ ِٓا، ٗهّ ُوبَحَ أْ ُع٘دَ إلى ِٓان، إُٔا قطٚ

ٍّٜ، المصيُر اهرٜ ِٙتظسُُا  ٍّ بشس المصيِر اهرٜ ٙعني كىَّ كا٢

  .ٚينجمٚعّا، شسقٚين كِا أٗ غسب

ُٞ الُخوُ٘دِ، ٗثمسُٝ اه٘ج٘دِ  إهٚمَ أٙٔا اهقازئُ بشا٢ِسُ المساحىِ اهعاهِٚٞ، هوٌسحوِٞ اهتي شَسَعِتَ فٚٔا، زِحِوَ

ِْ الِله  .ٗسعادُٝ الأبدِ، بإذ

 أ. د. حسن الشافعي      هـ4118غرة  المحرم 

 أستاذ جامعي مصري       م46/6/0206
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Foreword 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

After praising Allah, the Exalted, and sending prayers and peace 

upon all His prophets and messengers, I was granted, by Allah's 

permission, the opportunity to read part of this excellent and 

beneficial book— Guided by Divine Purpose—prepared by the 

two distinguished scholars: Dr. Mamdouh Salama and Dr. Ismail 

El-Sharbeni. 

I was delighted that these two esteemed authors successfully 

attended to the essential aspects and characteristics that must be 

considered when addressing the Western reader, particularly 

regarding spiritual topics of profound human significance. These 

subjects awaken humanity's emotions toward their Creator and 

inspire them to seek the sublime purpose of this transient life—

which is merely a preparatory stage for eternal, everlasting life in 

the presence of the Great Creator. There will be no weariness or 

boredom there, but rather perpetual happiness, joy, contentment, 

and delight with Allah. 

The choice of topic and the central theme around which the 

discourse revolves is precisely these aforementioned 



 
13 

characteristics. Nothing captivates human interest more than 

knowing the purpose of creation and the mystery of life—the life 

we spend on this planet we all share—in preparation for the eternal 

divine proximity and the enduring bliss. 

Every reader, especially the contemporary English-speaking reader 

raised within a different cultural context, requires a special 

approach that addresses the human mind first, yet aims to awaken 

their spirit, energize their potential toward the spiritual horizon, and 

reveal the essential meaning and moral significance of human life 

in its highest journey on Earth and its sublime stages in the 

presence of Allah. 

This book addresses this profoundly deep and spiritually rich 

dimension in a simple, accessible language that resonates with the 

psyche, culture, and thought of the reader of this language—

without difficulty or strain. A third remarkable feature is that both 

authors, who are deeply knowledgeable about contemporary 

English literature and the challenges faced by its readers, 

consistently chose the truly elegant and effortless style that elevates 

their readers to lofty horizons—transcending worldly concerns in 

their material dimension and gazing toward the sublime dimensions 

of the purpose of creation and the mystery of life.  
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For this purpose, we came here, and soon we shall return there. It is 

the issue of destiny that concerns every human being—the destiny 

that awaits us all, whether we are Easterners or Westerners. 

To you, dear reader, come the glad tidings of the elevated stages of 

the journey you have begun: the journey of eternity, the fruit of 

existence, and the happiness of eternity—by Allah's permission. 

Prof. Dr. Hassan El-Shafiei 

Egyptian University Professor 

29/12/1447 AH  / 15/6/2026 CE         
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Preface 

Before we begin to speak about the Most Beautiful Names of 

Allah, we should bear in mind that a person does not attain true 

tranquility nor find the meaning of his existence except when he 

knows his Lord in a way that quickens the heart, fills the spirit with 

certainty, and binds the servant to his Creator in every state. The 

more a servant increases in knowledge of Allah Almighty, the 

closer he becomes to Him, the firmer he stands on the path, and the 

clearer his insight into life and its trials and gifts. 

This book is an invitation to rebuild our relationship with Allah 

Almighty on the foundations of love, knowledge, and certainty. It 

teaches us that knowing the Most Beautiful Names of Allah is not 

an end in itself, but a means of purifying the soul, refining conduct, 

and attaining the rank of excellence (ihsan), whereby we worship 

Allah Almighty as if we see Him. 

We conclude this preface with a fundamental reminder: 

Our knowledge of Allah through His names and attributes is not 

merely an intellectual understanding; it is food for the heart, 

strength for the soul, light in life, and a bridge to the Hereafter. The 

more you increase in knowledge of Allah, Glorified be He, the 

more you increase in love for Him; and the more your love for Him 

grows, the more you strive toward Him. Whoever walks sincerely 

toward Allah, Allah will bring him nearer to Himself. 

We ask Allah Almighty to make this work purely for His noble 

face, beneficial to those who read it, blessed in its effects, a cause 
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for drawing hearts closer to their Creator, and a key to 

understanding the purpose of our existence. He is the Guardian of 

that and fully capable of it. 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. May God‘s peace 

and blessing be upon our Noble Prophet Muhammad (peace and 

blessings be upon Him), and upon his family and companions all 

together. 

At some point in life, every thoughtful person is expected to 

grapple with questions such as: Why am I here? Where did I come 

from? Where am I going? Yet, it is suspected that billions of people 

on this planet may have never paused to seriously ask themselves 

these foundational questions. Many live and die without truly 

considering where they came from, why they were placed on this 

earth, and what awaits them beyond it. 

Clarity in answering these questions is not a luxury, it is essential. 

It gives life meaning, provides a foundation for decision-making, 

helps us endure trials, directs our efforts toward what truly matters, 

and shields us from being consumed by distractions or trivial 

pursuits. Without this clarity, life can feel disjointed, superficial, or 

even meaningless. 

In our personal search for answers, we found that these 

fundamental questions naturally gave rise to four deeper, more 

specific ones: 

1. What is the purpose of our lives on earth? 

2. What is the nature of this life on earth? 
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3. What is our role in fulfilling the purpose of our lives? 

4. What traits and qualities must we develop to fulfill our role 

and achieve our purpose on earth? 

Since neither humanity nor the universe had any answers to these 

questions, and since neither humanity nor the universe chose to 

exist, the answers to these questions cannot be found solely within 

human thought. They must come from the One who created us and 

willed us into existence, the Creator of the universe. It is only 

through a revelation from Him that we can understand His purpose 

for us, His expectations, and the path to fulfillment and success. 

But a challenge arises: many people throughout history have 

claimed to possess divine revelation. Which of these revelations is 

authentic? How can we identify the true message from the Creator, 

the one that genuinely holds the answers we seek? 

If we believe that the Creator possesses perfect knowledge and 

wisdom, then His revelation should be self-evident, recognizable 

with sincerity and minimal confusion. To begin, we must examine 

the major texts whose followers believe them to be divine in origin. 

There are four major scriptures, available in English and followed 

by more than 70% of the world‘s population: 

 The Vedas, followed by the Hindus 

 The Old Testament (Torah), followed by the Jews and the 

Christians 

 The New Testament, followed by the Christians 

 The Qur‘an, followed by the Muslims 
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In the first chapter of this book, we offer an approach to identifying 

the most authentic among these revelations, not through blind faith, 

but through reasoned exploration. Once this foundation is 

established, the subsequent chapters present the answers to our four 

essential questions, grounded in the guidance of the confirmed 

divine revelation. 

Dr. Mamdouh M. Salama 
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Foreword 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, who introduced 

Himself to His servants through His Most Beautiful Names and 

Sublime Attributes. He, the Exalted, says: 

«―And to Allah belong the Most Beautiful Names, so invoke Him 

by them.‖ (Al-A‗raf 7:180)» 

May peace and blessings be upon our master Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, 

who guided the Ummah to one of the greatest gateways to knowing 

Allah, saying: 

«―Indeed, Allah has ninety-nine names, one hundred minus one; 

whoever comprehends and preserves them will enter Paradise.‖» 

Thereafter: 

By virtue of my position as Director General of Educational 

Technical Affairs at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, and through the 

opportunities Allah has granted me to participate in publishing 

books and developing numerous curricula and educational 

resources—particularly within pre-university education—as well as 

my contribution to the preparation of the Glimpses from Revelation 

series specializing in Islamic sciences in the English language, I 

have had the privilege of meeting many scholars, intellectuals, and 

researchers from diverse fields of specialization. 

Among the greatest blessings Allah has bestowed upon me is 

introducing me to a remarkable individual who combines the 
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brilliance of a scientific mind with the illumination of a believing 

heart; the precision of an academic researcher with the sincerity of 

a devoted caller to Allah. That individual is Dr. Mamdouh Salama. 

In truth, speaking about Dr. Mamdouh Salama is not merely 

speaking about a university professor or an engineering researcher; 

rather, it is speaking about a rare model of a scholar whom Allah 

has granted excellence in the sciences of this world and who 

subsequently devoted that excellence to serving the sciences of the 

Hereafter. 

Dr. Salama earned both his Master‘s degree and Doctor of Science 

(Sc.D.) from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), one 

of the world's most prestigious academic institutions. He was also 

awarded Life Fellowship by the American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers (ASME). He has published more than 125 peer-reviewed 

scientific papers, holds 25 patents, and has chaired numerous 

international scientific conferences. These accomplishments have 

earned him distinguished recognition and esteem within global 

scientific and engineering communities. 

Yet despite his eminent academic standing, the sciences of the 

material world never distracted him from the sciences of revelation. 

Nor did worldly achievements divert him from serving the religion 

of Islam. Rather, he carried the message of Islam to both Muslims 

and non-Muslims alike as a lecturer, author, and thinker, 

combining rational evidence with divine guidance, embodying the 

words of Allah: 
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«―Say, ‗This is my way; I invite to Allah with insight—I and those 

who follow me.‘‖ (Yusuf 12:108)» 

٩ةَ ٨َ٦ِ ال٧ُْ 
َ
ِ و٦ََة أ نِِ وقَُجعَْةنَ الَلَّ َٕ جَ ٩ةَ و٨ِ٦ََ اتَّ

َ
ِ عََلَ ثىَِيَرةٍ أ ٮ إلََِ الَلَّ ُٔ دْ

َ
   شْْرِِنَِ ٢ُْٝ ٬َؾِهِ قَبيِلِِ أ

  1ٓٔ :يٮقٙ

Anyone who reads Dr. Salama‘s writings quickly realizes that they 

are encountering an exceptional pen—one possessing the rare 

ability to simplify profound concepts and present deep ideas in a 

style that is both accessible and intellectually engaging. The reader 

feels as though he is embarking upon an enriching journey of 

knowledge that he wishes would never end. 

It is within this context that the blessed book Guided by His Names 

should be understood. It is far more than a conventional 

explanation of the Beautiful Names of Allah. Rather, it is a 

comprehensive spiritual and intellectual project that seeks to 

answer the most fundamental questions that have occupied 

humanity since the beginning of its existence: 

- Why were we created? 

- What is the true nature of this life? 

- What role have we been entrusted to fulfill? 

- What qualities must we cultivate in order to succeed in our 

mission? 
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These are the very questions that philosophers and thinkers have 

wrestled with throughout history. Yet this book returns them to 

their authentic source of answers: the Book of Allah and the 

Sunnah of His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. 

The Qur‘an makes clear that the purpose of human existence is to 

worship Allah, know Him, and draw nearer to Him. Allah says: 

«―And I did not create jinn and mankind except that they may 

worship Me.‖ (Adh-Dhariyat 51:56)» 

ْٕجُؽُونِ  نفَْ إلََِّ لِحَ ٨َّ وَالِْْ خُ الِْْ ْٞ  و٦ََة ػ٤ََ

As for the nature of worldly life, it is a realm of testing and trial. 

Allah says: 

«―He who created death and life to test you as to which of you is 

best in deed.‖ (Al-Mulk 67:2)» 

َٜ ال٧َْ  ِي ػ٤ََ ظْك٨َُ خ٧ََلً الََّ
َ
يس٥ُُّْ أ

َ
٥ْ أ ُِ  ٕ: ا٤٧٣ٟ     ٮتَْ وَالَْْيَةةَ لِحج٤َْٮَُ

The role of humanity is to cultivate the earth according to Allah‘s 

guidance and fulfill the trust of stewardship entrusted to them. 

Allah says: 

«―He brought you forth from the earth and settled you therein.‖ 

(Hud 11:61)» 

٥ْ ذيِ٭َة ُِ ٧َؿَ ْٕ رضِْ وَاقْذَ
َ
ز٥ُْ ٨َ٦ِ الْْ

َ
ننَْأ

َ
 ٔٙ: ٬ٮد  ٬ُٮَ أ
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The qualities that enable a person to fulfill this mission are those of 

sincere servitude to Allah: sincerity, patience, gratitude, reliance 

upon Him, mercy, justice, and excellence. Allah says: 

«―O you who believe, fear Allah and be with those who are 

truthful.‖ (At-Tawbah 9:119)» 

ةدرِنَِ  َٓ الىَّ ٮ٩ٮُا ٦َ ُِ ٮا الَلٍَّ وَ ُٞ ِي٨َ آ٦َُ٪ٮا اتَّ ٭َة الََّ حُّ
َ
 1ٔٔ  :التٮبح      يةَ أ

Thus, knowing Allah through His Names and Attributes becomes 

the greatest key to answering all these questions. For a person 

cannot truly know himself until he knows his Lord, nor can he 

understand his purpose until he understands the will of his Creator. 

When we come to know Allah as Al-Khaliq (The Creator), we 

realize that our existence is not the result of chance but of 

deliberate creation founded upon wisdom and knowledge. 

When we reflect upon His Name Al-Hakim (The All-Wise), our 

certainty increases that everything occurring in our lives is 

governed by wisdom and mercy, even when its reasons remain 

hidden from us. 

When we live with the meaning of His Name Al-Wadud (The Most 

Loving), our hearts become filled with love for Him, longing for 

Him, and compassion toward His creation. 

When we contemplate His Name Al-‗Aziz (The Almighty), we 

derive strength, dignity, and steadfastness from Him alone, 
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refusing to bow before anyone besides Allah or seek honor from 

any source other than Him. 

Thus the reader journeys through each of Allah‘s Beautiful Names, 

discovering that every Name opens a new door to knowledge, 

grants a key to guidance, and draws him one step closer to his 

Lord. 

As I have the honor of presenting this book to the esteemed reader 

alongside a distinguished scholar such as Dr. Mamdouh Salama, I 

regard it as far more than a book to be read. It is a companion on a 

spiritual journey, the fruit of a great scientific mind and a believing 

heart devoted to the Qur‘an and its people, and a guide along the 

path to Allah. 

This book is the product of Dr. Salama‘s long journey of research, 

reflection, and contemplation. Its pages have been compiled to 

serve as a guide that helps individuals know their Lord, understand 

the reality of their existence, and remain steadfast upon the straight 

path throughout their lives. 

The book is organized into two principal sections: 

Part One consists of seven chapters that illuminate the reality of 

human existence, explain the purpose for which humanity was 

created, answer a number of the great questions that have occupied 

minds throughout the ages, and provide practical guidance for 

attaining happiness in both this world and the Hereafter through 
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adherence to the two primary sources of Islam: the Book of Allah 

and the Sunnah of His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. 

Part Two consists of thirty-one chapters and presents an enriching 

spiritual journey through the Beautiful Names of Allah. Through 

these chapters, we come to know our Lord with knowledge and 

understanding, faith and certainty, light and guidance, belief and 

practice. The objective is to move beyond merely knowing the 

Names to embodying their implications, worshipping Allah in 

accordance with their meanings, and bringing their guidance into 

everyday life. 

May Allah reward Dr. Mamdouh Salama abundantly, benefit others 

through his knowledge, bless his life and work, and place this book 

and all his writings in the scale of his good deeds. 

We ask Allah, the Most High, to make this work sincerely devoted 

to His Noble Countenance, to benefit its author, its readers, and all 

who encounter it, and to make it a means of guidance, 

righteousness, and nearness to Him. 

And our final prayer is: All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the 

Worlds. May Allah‘s peace, blessings, and grace be upon our 

master Muhammad, his family, and all his companions. 

Dr. Ismail Elshirbini 

Director General of Educational Technical Affairs 

Al-Azhar Al-Sharif 
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Commendation 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, to Whom belong the Most 

Beautiful Names and the Loftiest Attributes. We praise Him for His 

countless blessings, thank Him for what He has inspired and taught, and 

invoke peace and blessings upon our master Muhammad, who was sent 

as a mercy to all creation, as well as upon his family and companions 

altogether. 

To proceed: 

Knowledge of Allah, the Most High, is the noblest and most exalted of 

all forms of knowledge. It is the very foundation upon which the life of a 

believer is built. A person cannot properly worship his Lord, fulfill the 

purpose for which he was created, or walk the path of guidance and 

righteousness unless he possesses true insight into his Lord and 

knowledge of His Beautiful Names and Sublime Attributes. The more a 

servant comes to know Allah, the greater his love, reverence, awe, hope, 

and reliance upon Him become. This knowledge is then reflected in his 

character, conduct, and dealings with his Lord, himself, and those 

around him. 

It is for this reason that the present book has been written. It takes the 

reader on a spiritual and intellectual journey that begins with affirming 

the Divine source of guidance, understanding the purpose and nature of 

life, and comprehending the reality and objectives of worship. It then 

leads the reader into the horizons of knowing Allah through His 

Beautiful Names and appreciating their impact on the life of the 

believer. The book does not merely explain the meanings and 

implications of the Beautiful Names of Allah; rather, it seeks to connect 

those meanings to the realities of everyday life.  
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It demonstrates the transformative effects of the Beautiful Names of 

Allah in purifying the soul, refining behavior, and building the Muslim 

personality upon foundations of faith, knowledge, and certainty. The 

author—may Allah preserve him—has endeavored to make each Divine 

Name a gateway to guidance, spiritual cultivation, and reform. He 

explains the meanings and implications of each Name and then 

illustrates how believers may embody, in a manner appropriate to them, 

the virtues inspired by these Divine Attributes in their conduct and 

character. In this way, knowledge of Allah‘s Names becomes beneficial 

knowledge that produces righteous action rather than remaining a purely 

theoretical or intellectual exercise. 

Consequently, acquaintance with the Beautiful Names of Allah is 

transformed from a theoretical subject into a comprehensive way of life 

that helps individuals understand themselves, recognize their mission in 

this world, draw nearer to their Lord, and find the path of true guidance. 

I have had the honor of reviewing this book and contributing to its 

preparation in a scholarly and linguistic form worthy of its subject 

matter and its educational and intellectual value. In doing so, I exerted 

my utmost effort to correct grammatical, morphological, linguistic, and 

orthographic errors; refine the wording in accordance with the principles 

and rules of the Arabic language; verify quotations and references; 

provide complete vocalization of the text; and ensure the proper use of 

punctuation marks, all of which contribute to clarity of meaning and 

linguistic precision. 

The review also encompassed the scholarly dimension of the work. The 

Prophetic traditions and narrations cited throughout the book were 

traced back to their original authoritative sources and properly 

documented. Any reports for which no reliable source could be 

identified were omitted.  
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Certain passages were revised and refined to ensure conformity with the 

creed and methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‗ah. Furthermore, 

several sections were supplemented with supporting examples, 

narrations, and explanatory passages that enhance understanding and 

strengthen the scholarly structure of the material presented. Throughout 

this process, great care was taken to preserve the author‘s original style 

and ideas, intervening only to the extent required for linguistic accuracy, 

reliable citation, sound documentation, and adherence to proper 

scholarly methodology. 

I ask Allah, the Most High, to make this work sincerely devoted to His 

Noble Countenance, to benefit its authors and readers through it, and to 

grant us all beneficial knowledge and righteous deeds. May He make us 

among those who truly know Him, worship Him sincerely, and embody 

the qualities that He loves and approves. May He grant this book 

acceptance, success, and widespread benefit, for indeed He is the 

Guardian of all such matters and fully capable of accomplishing them. 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. May Allah‘s peace and 

blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his 

companions. 

 

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mahmoud Al-Jubbah 

Assistant Professor of Linguistics 

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies, Al-Azhar University 

Member of the Al-Azhar Global Center for Electronic Fatwa 

June 2026 
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Important Notes to the Reader 

1. Inclusivity of Address: 

All subjects discussed in this book apply to both males and 

females. The pronoun ―he‖ is used solely for linguistic 

convenience, avoiding repetitive usage of ―he/she‖ or ―his/her.‖ 

2. The Proper Name of God: 

The proper name of God, the Creator of the universe, is Allah. 

This term is not exclusive to Muslims; it is also used by 

Christians and Jews in the Arab world, even before the advent of 

Islam. For instance, the opening phrase of Exodus in the Arabic 

Bible reads:               ―ََٚالَأسْك َٚادِ  َّب  ‖,فِٟ اٌْجَذْءِ خٍََكَ الُله اٌغَّ

which translates to, ―In the beginning Allah created the heavens 

and the earth.‖ Unfortunately, English translations have replaced 

―Allah‖ with ―God,‖ resulting in the phrase: ―In the beginning 

God created the heavens and the earth.‖ 

3. Use of the Name ―Allah‖: 

In this book, the name Allah will always be used when referring 

to mentions in the Qur‘an or the sayings of the Prophet (peace 

and blessing be upon him). It will not be translated into ―God.‖ 

The name ―Allah‖ is preferred over ―God‖ or ―Lord‖ because 

Allah is genderless and has no plural form. When the pronoun 

―We‖ is used for Allah in the Qur‘an, it signifies the majestic 

plural, denoting His supreme grandeur and power, while 

affirming His absolute oneness. 



 
31 

4. Translations of the Qur‘an and Hadith: 

Since the Qur‘an was revealed in Arabic and the Prophet‘s 

sayings were expressed in Arabic, any English translation 

represents the translator‘s interpretation, which is inherently 

limited compared to the richness of the original language. This is 

why a single verse may appear differently in various translations. 

Allah‘s words carry layers of meaning, far beyond what one 

English word can convey. This is emphasized in the Qur‘an: 

o “If all the trees on earth were pens, and the ocean (were ink), 

with seven more oceans replenishing it, the words of Allah 

would never be exhausted.”      

 (Surah Luqman 31:27) 

بُْْؿٍ ٦َة }
َ
حُ أ َٕ ْٕؽِهِ قَجْ هُ ٨ْ٦ِ بَ ٝلَْمٌ وَالَْْعْؿُ ح٧َُؽُّ

َ
رضِْ ٨ِْ٦ مَضَؿَةٍ أ

َ
٧َة فِِ الْْ جَّ

َ
وَلٮَْ أ

ٌـ  ـيِ َٔ ِ إنَِّ الَلٍَّ   2ٕ: ٧ٞ٣ةن  { ظ١َِي٥ٌ ٩َٛؽَِتْ ك٧َََِةتُ الَلَّ

o “Say, if the ocean were ink for (writing) the words of my 

Lord, the ocean would be exhausted before the words of my 

Lord were finished, even if We brought another like it as a 

supplement.”       

 (Surah Al-Kahf 18:109) 

ؽَ ك٧َََِةتُ رَبِِّ  ٢ُْٝ لٮَْ كََنَ } َٛ نْ تَ٪ْ
َ
الَْْعْؿُ ٦ِؽَادًا ٣ك٧َََِِةتِ رَبِِّ لَجَٛؽَِ الْْعَْؿُ رَج٢َْ أ

 1ٓٔ:  ال١٭ٙ   {وَلٮَْ صِبَْ٪ة ث٧ِِس٫ِ٤ِْ ٦َؽَدًا
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5. peace and blessing be upon Him (Peace Be Upon Him): 

―peace and blessing be upon Him‖ stands for “Peace Be Upon 

Him,” a phrase of respect and reverence that is said upon 

mentioning the name of any Prophet. 

6. The Most Beautiful Names of Allah: 

Not all of the Glorious Names of Allah are analyzed in this 

edition of the book. Insha‘Allah (God willing), the remaining 

Names will be discussed in future editions. 
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Introduction 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.  

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. May peace and 

blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be 

upon him), his family, and all his noble companions. 

This book is not merely an academic study of the Most Beautiful 

Names of Allah, nor is it a dry theological treatise on matters of 

creed. Rather, it is a heartfelt journey, intellectual, spiritual, and 

practical. guided by  a longing to answer the most profound 

questions that have occupied the human soul since the dawn of 

time: 

Why were we created? What is the true nature of this life? What is 

our role in it? And what qualities must we cultivate to fulfill that 

role and succeed in our mission? 

At the heart of this journey lie four essential existential questions 

that every sincere seeker must confront: 

1. What is the purpose of our life on earth? 

Our purpose is to know Allah, love Him, worship Him alone 

without partner, and walk His path in pursuit of His pleasure 

— until we meet Him in joy and nearness in the Hereafter. 

2. What is the true nature of this worldly life? 

This life is a place of trial and cultivation, a short-lived 

passage, not a final destination. We live in it between 
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blessings and tests, opportunities and challenges, until we 

return to our Creator bearing the harvest of our deeds. 

3. What is our role in fulfilling this purpose? 

We are the devoted servants of Allah and His vicegerents on 

earth. Our role is to uphold His guidance, spread goodness 

and justice, nurture ourselves and others, and strive to build a 

righteous and constructive society. 

4. What traits and qualities must we develop to succeed in our 

mission? 

We must adorn ourselves with the traits of true servitude: 

sincerity, patience, gratitude, humility, trust in Allah, hope in 

Him, love for Him and His creation, justice, and mercy. 

These questions are not abstract reflections to be pondered and set 

aside. They are the compass guiding every chapter and every word 

of this book. And because the clearest key to answering these 

questions lies in knowing Allah through His Names and Attributes, 

this book invites the reader to walk that illuminated path: 

 With each of Allah‘s Names, we uncover a living answer, 

one that deepens our understanding of existence. 

 With every reflection upon His Attributes, we find clarity 

about life‘s realities, our purpose within them, and the path 

to salvation in this world and the next. 
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When we understand that Allah is Al-Khaliq (The Creator), we 

realize that we are created with knowledge, wisdom, and purpose. 

When we know that He is Al-Hakeem (The All-Wise), we learn to 

trust that every moment in our lives, even the painful ones, is 

infused with divine wisdom. 

When we recognize Him as Al-Wadud (The Most Loving), our 

hearts overflow with love for Him, and strive to reflect His mercy 

toward His creation. When we contemplate His Name Al-Aziz 

(The Almighty), we find sufficiency in His power, freeing 

ourselves from attachment to or dependence upon creation. In 

every Name of Allah, there is light for the heart, clarity for the 

mind, and guidance for the soul. 

This book is an invitation to rebuild our relationship with Allah 

upon the foundation of love, knowledge, and certainty.  It teaches 

us that learning Allah‘s Beautiful Names is not an end in itself; it is 

a transformative path. It purifies the soul, refines the character, and 

draws us closer to the state of Ihsan, worshiping Allah as though 

we see Him. Consider the following vital reminder. 

 To know Allah by His Names is not merely intellectual 

knowledge; it is nourishment for the heart, strength for the 

soul, a light in this world, and a bridge to the Hereafter. 

 The more we come to know Him, the more we love Him. 

 The more we love Him, the more earnestly we strive toward 

Him. 

 And whoever sincerely journeys to Allah, Allah will surely 

guide them to Himself. 
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We ask Allah, the Most High, to make this work sincerely for His 

Noble Face, beneficial to every reader, blessed in its reach, a means 

of bringing hearts closer to their Creator, and a key to 

understanding the purpose of our existence. He alone is capable of 

all things. 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. May peace and 

blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and his 

companions. 

The Authors 
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Chapter 1  The Reality of Life 

In the Light of Revelation 
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Introduction 

The greatest question that has occupied humanity since the 

beginning of its existence on earth is the question of knowing God. 

It is the foundational issue from which all other major existential 

questions arise, such as understanding the nature of human beings, 

the purpose of life, and the destiny of mankind after death. 

Throughout history, people have sought answers to these profound 

questions through various philosophies, religions, and schools of 

thought. However, certain knowledge of God can only be attained 

through the source that correctly introduces the Creator to His 

creation. 

With the diversity of religions, intellectual trends, and books 

believed by their followers to be divine revelations, there arises a 

need for an objective method that enables seekers of truth to 

distinguish genuine divine revelation from other claims. Faith in 

God should not rest solely upon inherited tradition or blind 

imitation; rather, it should be founded upon conscious conviction, 

thoughtful reflection, and sincere investigation of the truth. 

Questions concerning God and humanity‘s eternal destiny are 

among the most important matters deserving careful examination 

and verification. 

Therefore, the first step on the path to knowing God is to verify the 

divine source from which one derives beliefs and conceptions. If it 

is established that a particular book is truly the Word of God, then 

it may be relied upon to answer the great questions concerning the 

purpose of existence, the nature of life, humanity‘s role within it, 
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and the qualities that people must cultivate in order to fulfill the 

purpose for which they were created. If, however, its divine origin 

cannot be established, then the ideas and teachings it contains 

remain subject to scrutiny and critical examination. 

For this reason, this section serves as a fundamental introduction to 

the knowledge of God. It begins by examining the issue of 

verifying divine revelation and then proceeds to explain what 

authentic revelation discloses about the reality and purpose of life, 

as well as the role that human beings were created to fulfill. 

Knowledge of God is not merely a theoretical concept; rather, it is 

the foundation upon which a person‘s understanding of oneself and 

the surrounding world is built. From this knowledge begins the 

journey toward guidance, fulfillment, and success in both this life 

and the Hereafter.  
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Section 1 Divine Reference 

Authentication of the Divine Reference 

Since various groups claim different scriptures as the true word of 

God, the question arises: how can we identify the authentic 

revelation? If we are sincerely seeking a message from the 

Creator—who is defined by perfect knowledge and wisdom—His 

revelation should be clear, consistent, and recognizable through 

honest reflection and minimal effort. The first step is to identify the 

most widely followed scriptures available in English: 

 The Vedas (Hinduism) 

 The Old Testament/Torah (Judaism and Christianity) 

 The New Testament (Christianity) 

 The Qur‘an (Islam) 

These four texts are followed by over 70% of the world‘s 

population.  

To fairly and efficiently assess their authenticity, we can apply a 

simple, rational method—similar to how most people choose a 

book to study among many. They read the first page to understand 

the book‘s purpose and the last page to grasp the key message the 

author wants to leave with the reader. This approach, free of bias 

and accessible to anyone with an internet connection, provides a 

reasonable starting point. The following table presents a 

comparison of the opening and closing passages of these four 

scriptures, whose followers claim divine origin. 
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The First Page 

The Rig Veda 
The Old 

Testament 

The New 

Testament 
The Quran 

1 I Laud Agni, 

the chosen 

Priest, God, 

minister of 

sacrifice, 

The hotar, 

lavishest of 

wealth. 

2 Worthy is 

Agni to be 

praised by 

living as by 

ancient seers. 

He shall bring 

hitherward the 

Gods. 

3 Through Agni 

man obtaineth 

wealth, yea, 

plenty waxing 

day by day, 

Most rich in 

1 In the 

beginning God 

created the 

heaven and the 

earth. 

2 And the earth 

was without 

form, and void; 

and darkness 

was upon the 

face of the 

deep. And the 

spirit of God 

moved upon the 

face of the 

waters. 

3 And God 

said, Let there 

be light: and 

there was light. 

4 And God saw 

the light, that it 

1 The book of 

the generation 

of Jesus Christ, 

the son of 

David, the son 

of Abraham. 

2 Abraham 

begat Isaac; 

and Isaac begat 

Jacob; and 

Jacob begat 

Judas and his 

brethren; 

3 And Judas 

begat Phares 

and Zara of 

Thamar; and 

Phares begat 

Esrom; and 

Esrom begat 

Aram; 

4 And Aram 

1. In the name 

of Allah, the 

Gracious, the 

Merciful. 

2. Praise be to 

Allah, Lord of 

the Worlds. 

3. The Most 

Gracious, the 

Most Merciful. 

4. Master of 

the Day of 

Judgment. 

5. It is You we 

worship, and 

upon You we 

call for help. 

6. Guide us to 

the straight 

path. 
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heroes,  

glorious. 

4 Agni, the 

perfect sacrifice 

which thou 

encompassest 

about 

Verily goeth to 

the Gods. 

5 May Agni, 

sapient-minded 

Priest, truthful, 

most gloriously 

great, The God, 

come hither 

with the Gods. 

6 Whatever 

blessing, Agni, 

thou wilt grant 

unto thy 

worshipper, 

That, Aṅgiras, 

is indeed thy 

was good: and 

God divided the 

light from the 

darkness. 

5 And God 

called the light 

Day, and the 

darkness he 

called Night. 

And the 

evening and the 

morning were 

the first day. 

6 And God 

said, Let there 

be a firmament 

in the midst of 

the waters, and 

let it divide the 

waters from the 

waters. 

7 And God 

made the 

firmament, and 

divided the 

waters which 

begat 

Aminadab; and 

Aminadab 

begat Naasson; 

and Naasson 

begat Salmon; 

5 And Salmon 

begat Booz of 

Rachab; and 

Booz begat 

Obed of Ruth; 

and Obed begat 

Jesse; 

6 And Jesse 

begat David 

the king; and 

David the king 

begat Solomon 

of her that had 

been the wife 

of Urias; 

7 And 

Solomon begat 

Roboam; and 

Roboam begat 

Abia; and Abia 

7. The path of 

those You 

have blessed, 

not of those 

against whom 

there is anger, 

nor of those 

who are 

misguided. 

 

In the name of 

Allah, the 

Gracious, the 

Merciful. 

1. Alif, Lam, 

Meem. 

2. This is the 

Book in which 

there is no 

doubt, a guide 

for the 

righteous. 

3. Those who 

believe in the 
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truth. 

7 To thee, 

dispeller of the 

night, O Agni, 

day by day with 

prayer 

Bringing thee 

reverence, we 

come 

8 Ruler of 

sacrifices, guard 

of Law eternal, 

radiant One, 

Increasing in 

thine own 

abode. 

9 Be to us easy 

of approach, 

even as a father 

to his son: 

Agni, be with 

us for our weal. 

were under the 

firmament from 

the waters 

which were 

above the 

firmament: and 

it was so. 

8 And God 

called the 

firmament 

Heaven. And 

the evening and 

the morning 

were the second 

day. 

9 And God 

said, Let the 

waters under 

the heaven be 

gathered 

together unto 

one place, and 

let the dry land 

appear: and it 

was so. 

begat Asa; 

8 And Asa 

begat Josaphat; 

and Josaphat 

begat Joram; 

and Joram 

begat Ozias; 

9 And Ozias 

begat Joatham; 

and Joatham 

begat Achaz; 

and Achaz 

begat Ezekias; 

10 And 

Ezekias begat 

Manasses; and 

Manasses 

begat Amon; 

and Amon 

begat Josias; 

unseen, and 

perform the 

prayers, and 

give from what 

We have 

provided for 

them. 

4. And those 

who believe in 

what was 

revealed to 

you, and in 

what was 

revealed 

before you, 

and are certain 

of the 

Hereafter. 

5. These are 

upon guidance 

from their 

Lord. These 

are the 

successful. 
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The Last Page 

The Rig Veda 
The Old 

Testament 

The New 

Testament 
The Quran 

1. 

VENOMOUS, 

slightly 

venomous, or 

venomous 

aquatic 

worm,—  Both 

creatures, 

stinging, 

unobserved, 

with poison 

have infected 

me. 

2 Coming, it 

kills the 

unobserved; it 

kills them as it 

goes away, 

It kills them as 

it drives them 

off, and bruising 

bruises them to 

death. 

3 Sara grass, 

Darbha, Kuśara, 

1 For, behold, 

the day cometh, 

that shall burn 

as an oven; and 

all the proud, 

yea, and all that 

do wickedly, 

shall be stubble: 

and the day that 

cometh shall 

burn them up, 

saith the Lord of 

hosts, that it 

shall leave them 

neither root nor 

branch. 

2 But unto you 

that fear my 

name shall the 

Sun of 

righteousness 

arise with 

healing in his 

wings; and ye 

shall go forth, 

1 And he 

shewed me a 

pure river of 

water of life, 

clear as crystal, 

proceeding out 

of the throne of 

God and of the 

Lamb. 

2 In the midst of 

the street of it, 

and on either 

side of the river, 

was there the 

tree of life, 

which bare 

twelve manner 

of fruits, and 

yielded her fruit 

every month: 

and the leaves of 

the tree were for 

the healing of 

the nations. 

3 And there 

In the name 

of Allah, the 

Gracious, the 

Merciful. 

1. Say, ―He is 

Allah, the 

One. 

2. Allah, the 

Absolute. 

3. He begets 

not, nor was 

He begotten. 

4. And there 

is none 

comparable to 

Him.‖ 

In the name 

of Allah, the 

Gracious, the 

Merciful. 

1. Say, ―I take 

refuge with 

the Lord of 

Daybreak. 

2. From the 
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and Sairya, 

Muñja, Vīraṇa, 

Where all these 

creatures dwell 

unseen, with 

poison have 

infected me. 

4 The cows had 

settled in their 

stalls, the beasts 

of prey had 

sought their 

lairs, 

Extinguished 

were the lights 

of men, when 

things unseen 

infected me. 

5 Or these, these 

reptiles, are 

observed, like 

lurking thieves 

at evening time. 

Seers of all, 

themselves 

unseen: be 

therefore very 

and grow up as 

calves of the 

stall. 

3 And ye shall 

tread down the 

wicked; for they 

shall be ashes 

under the soles 

of your feet in 

the day that I 

shall do this, 

saith the Lord of 

hosts. 

4 Remember ye 

the law of 

Moses my 

servant, which I 

commanded 

unto him in 

Horeb for all 

Israel, with the 

statutes and 

judgments. 

5 Behold, I will 

send you Elijah 

the prophet 

before the 

coming of the 

shall be no more 

curse: but the 

throne of God 

and of the Lamb 

shall be in it; 

and his servants 

shall serve him: 

4 And they shall 

see his face; and 

his name shall 

be in their 

foreheads. 

5 And there 

shall be no night 

there; and they 

need no candle, 

neither light of 

the sun; for the 

Lord God giveth 

them light: and 

they shall reign 

for ever and 

ever. 

6 And he said 

unto me, These 

sayings are 

faithful and true: 

and the Lord 

evil of what 

He created. 

3. And from 

the evil of the 

darkness as it 

gathers. 

4. And from 

the evil of 

those who 

practice 

sorcery. 

5. And from 

the evil of an 

envious when 

he envies.‖ 

 

In the name 

of Allah, the 

Gracious, the 

Merciful. 

1. Say, ―I 

seek refuge in 

the Lord of 

mankind. 

2. The King 

of mankind. 

3. The God of 

mankind. 
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vigilant. 

6 Heaven is 

your Sire, your 

Mother Earth, 

Soma your 

Brother, Aditi 

Your Sister: 

seeing all, 

unseen, keep 

still and dwell 

ye happily. 

great and 

dreadful day of 

the Lord: 

6 And he shall 

turn the heart of 

the fathers to the 

children, and the 

heart of the 

children to their 

fathers, lest I 

come and smite 

the earth with a 

curse. 

God of the holy 

prophets sent his 

angel to shew 

unto his servants 

the things which 

must shortly be 

done. 

7 Behold, I 

come quickly: 

blessed is he that 

keepeth the 

sayings of the 

prophecy of this 

book. 

4. From the 

evil of the 

sneaky 

whisperer. 

5. Who 

whispers into 

the hearts of 

people. 

In comparing these four books, We concluded that only the Holy 

Quran  and the Old Testament appear to reflect divine revelation. 

The next step is to decide which of these two can be considered the 

most authentic divine revelation to study in order to derive answers 

to the four questions. 

To validate the divinity of these two books, I sought answers to the 

following six questions: 

1. Does the book define its purpose? 

2. Does the book state that its content was revealed by God? 

3. Does the book state that it presents the revelations to a specific 

Messenger? 
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4. Is the person considered the Messenger well-known for his 

wisdom, reliability, and truthfulness? 

5. Is the person responsible for documenting the revelation well-

known for his wisdom, reliability, and truthfulness? 

6. Is the version we have now an exact original? 

In searching for the answers to these questions in both the Old 

Testament and the Holy Quran , We noted that the Holy Quran  

provided the answer to the first question on the first page, while it 

was difficult to find the answer in the Old Testament. The Quran 

states on its first page: 

َٟ ٱ٣   } ِ  ـ ١ذَل ى  ۛذي٫ِِ   ۛتَ لََ رَي   تُ ذَ  2 :الْٞؿة { ٤ِ٣ّ ٧ُذٍّٞنَِ  ٬ُؽًً۬

"This is the Book; in it is guidance without doubt to those who are 

righteous" (Al-Baqarah 2:2). 

The answers to the other questions were found on subsequent 

pages, but a particularly intriguing feature of the Holy Quran  is its 

inclusion of falsification tests for skeptics to validate its divine 

origin. These tests essentially state: If this book is not what it 

claims to be a divine revelation, then all you have to do is: 

1. Find an error or a contradiction in it. 

2. Find someone or a group of experts who can produce ten 

chapters like any of its chapters; when this challenge proved 

too difficult, Allah reduced the challenge to just one chapter. 

3. Find another book that addresses all the subjects in the Holy 

Quran  and is as easy to understand, regardless of the reader‘s 

educational level. 
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These challenges are presented in the following verses: 

ٚلََ }
َ
ؿ ءَانَ حَذَؽَثٍّؿُونَ ٱ٣  أ ِ  ِٔ٪ؽِ  ٨٦ِ   كََنَ  وَلٮَ    ُۚٞ ِ لٮَصََؽُواْ ذي٫ِِ ٱػ   دَير  ةٱللٍَّ ًً۬ٛ  ـ       22 :ا٣نكةء { اسيًِرً۬ ٠ ذ٤َِ

"Do they not ponder on the Holy Quran ?  Had it been from other 

than Allah, they would surely have found in it a great deal of 

discrepancy." (Al-Nisa 4:82).  

م  } 
َ
ٮلٮُنَ  أ ُٞ ٮ  ٱذ   حَ ْ  ٢ُٝ    ٫ُۖ تَََ دٮُا

 
ِ  َٚأ َٕشْر  ِ ٛ   ٦ِّس ٫ِ٤ۦِ قُٮَرًٍ۬  ث  ـخًٍ۬ ٦ُ يَ ْ ٱد  وَ  تَََ ٮا ذ٨ِ٦َ٥ُ ٱق   ُٔ  ٕ َُ ِ  ذَ ٨ِ٦ّ دُونِ ٱللٍَّ

 ـؽِرنَِ  إنِ ٠ُ٪ذ٥ُ   ْ  ( ٚإ٥ٍّ٣َِ  13) وَ ذَضِيجُٮا ٔ  َٚ  ٣س٥َُ   يكَ  ْ ٱ ٓ  ٧َُ٤ٮٓا ٧َة جٍّ
َ
٩ـلَِ  أ

ُ
ٓ  ث٤ِِٕ ٥ِ  أ ن لٍَّ

َ
ِ وَأ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ إ٣ِـَ   ٱللٍَّ

٩ذ٥ُ ذَ٭٢َ   ۖ ٬ُٮَ 
َ
٧ُِ٤ٮنَ  أ ك       31-31 :٬ٮد {٦َّ

"They may say "He made it all up. Say "then bring ten chapters 

made up like it; seek aid from anyone you like other than Allah if 

you are so truthful! "If they do not respond to you, then everyone 

should know that this Revelation is sent down with the knowledge 

of Allah and that there is no deity except Him.  Will you not 

become Muslims?" (Hud 11:13-14) 

ة تًٍ۬ فِِ رَي   ٪ذ٥ُ  ٠وَإِن }  ةَ م٧ٍِّّ لج  ّـٍ ْ  خَج ؽ٩ِةَ عََلَ   ٩َ دٮُا
 
ً۬  ٚأَ ْ وَٱد   ٦ِّس ٫ِ٤ۦِ ٨ِ٦ّ بكُِٮرَةٍ ٮا ُٔ  ٓ  ٨ِ٦ّ ءَز٥ُمُ٭َؽَا

ِ إنِ ٠ُ٪ذ٥ُ   دُونِ   ـؽِرنَِ  ٱللٍَّ ْ  ( ٚإَنِ ٥ٍّ٣  23) وَ ٤ٮُا َٕ  ٛ ْ  و٨َ٣َ تَ ٤ٮُا َٕ  ٛ ٮاْ ٱلجٍّةرَ ٱ٣ٍّتِِ وَٝٮُد٬َُة ٱلجٍّةسُ َٚ  تَ ُٞ ٱتٍّ

 ِ ت   ۖ ضَةرَةُ وَٱلْ  ِٔؽٍّ
ُ
 21-21 :الْٞؿة {ل٤ِ ١َـ ِٛؿي٨َِ  أ

 "And if you are in any doubt about what We have revealed to Our 

servant (Prophet Mohammad peace and blessing be upon him), 

then produce a chapter like it, and then call in your witnesses, 

besides Allah, if you are so truthful.  If you do not and you will 
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never do so, then heed the Fire whose fuel is Men and stones which 

is prepared for the disbelievers " (Al-Baqara 2:23-24).   

ؽ  }  َٞ ٩ةَ و٣ََ ؿ ءَانَ ٱ٣   يسٍََّّ  ٠ؿًٍِ۬  ٨٦ِ ذَ٭٢َ   ؿِ ٠  للِِّ  ُٞ ؽٍّ   11،12،22،34:ا٧ٞ٣ؿ {٦َّ

We made the Holy Quran  easy to learn. Is there anyone who 

wishes to learn?  (Al-Qamar 54:17, 22, 32, 40) 

Based on these straightforward analyses of the four books claimed 

to be divine, we concluded that the Holy Quran  is the only 

authentic divine revelation. Therefore, I will seek the answers to 

the four questions from it. We acknowledge that some might 

suggest we are biased by our upbringing as Muslims. Thus, we 

encourage anyone who can justify another book as an authentic 

revelation to seek answers to the four questions from that book and 

publish their findings separately. Ultimately, the creator will judge 

us individually based on our sincerity in identifying and following 

His authentic revelation. At that time, no one will be there to 

defend us; each person will be accountable for their own decisions 

in this life.  
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Section 2 The Purpose of Life 

Having clarity regarding the purpose of our lives is extremely 

important because it gives our lives meaning, simplicity, focus, and 

motivation. Understanding the purpose of our lives allows us to 

cope with difficulties, provides a foundation for making decisions, 

enables us to concentrate our efforts and energy on what is 

important, and helps us avoid being distracted by minor issues. 

Without knowing the purpose of our lives, life becomes trivial, 

confusing, and pointless. 

It is unfortunate that most Muslims lack clarity regarding their 

purpose in life, and they often impose this same lack of clarity on 

their children from a young age by asking them self-centered 

questions like: 

 What do you want to be?  

 What should you do with your life? 

 What are your goals and your dreams? 

Focusing on ourselves will never reveal the purpose of our lives. 

To understand why we were placed on this planet, we must begin 

with the Creator, Allah. 

We must recognize that our existence is not an accident. While our 

parents may not have planned us, Allah certainly did. If left to 

chance, the probability of any one of us existing is unimaginably 

low—far less than one in a trillion. Yet our creation was not 

random. Long before we were formed in our mothers‘ wombs, we 
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were known and willed by Allah. He tells us that our souls were 

created long ago, during the time of Prophet Adam (peace and 

blessing be upon him), when He brought forth all of humanity from 

his loins and made them bear witness to His Lordship. Our 

existence, then, is not only deliberate, it is rooted in a divine plan 

that precedes time itself. Allah says in Surah Al-Araf:  

{  ِ ر٩ْةَز٥ُْ ث٥ٍُّ ٤َُْٝ٪ة ل٧َْ٤ِلَن َ٪ةز٥ُْ ث٥ٍُّ وَٮٍّ ْٞ ؽْ ػ٤ََ َٞ ؿاف {١َحِ اقْضُؽُوا لِِدَمَ و٣ََ     11 :الْٔ

―We created you and shaped you, then We said to the angels:  

prostrate before Adam‖ (Al-Araf 7:11) 

Also, in Surah Al-Araf, Allah presents another scene of our 

original birth as He says:  

لكَْخُ ثؿَِبّس٥ُِْ  } 
َ
كِ٭٥ِْ أ ُٛ جْ

َ
مْ٭َؽ٥ْ٬َُ عََلَ أ

َ
٭ُٮر٥ِْ٬ِ ذُرّيٍِّذَ٭٥ُْ وَأ ُّ َٟ ٨ْ٦ِ ثنَِِ آدَمَ ٨ْ٦ِ  ػَؾَ رَبَّ

َ
 وَإِذْ أ

ٮلٮُا يٮَمَْ ا٣ْٞيَِة٦َحِ إ٩ٍِّة ٠ُ٪ٍّة خ٨َْ ٬َؾَا غ٤ََِٚنَِ  ُٞ نْ تَ
َ
ؿاف {ٝةَلٮُا ثلََِ مَ٭ِؽ٩ْةَ أ  172 :الْٔ

―(Recall) when your Lord brought the descendants of the children 

of Adam (meaning you and I) from their loins and made them bear 

witness about themselves (by asking them) Am I not your Lord?  

They said: Yes, indeed, we bear witness.‖ (Al-Araf 7:172) 

In Surah Al-Kahf, Allah describes a similar scene to that of the first 

creation when we will stand before Him again on the Day of 

Judgment, as He says:  
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٢َ ٣َسُ  } َٕ ٨ٍّْ٣ نََْ
َ
ةٍ ث٢َْ زخ٧ََْذ٥ُْ أ لَ مَؿٍّ وٍّ

َ
َ٪ةز٥ُْ أ ْٞ ؽْ صِبذ٧ُُْٮ٩ةَ ٧َ٠َة ػ٤ََ َٞ ة ٣َ ًّٛ َٟ وَ ِ ٮا عََلَ رَبّ ًُ ؿِ ُٔ ٥ْ وَ

ِٔؽًا  48 :ال١٭ٙ {مَٮْ

―And they will be presented lined-up before your Lord, (with the 

announcement), "Now you have come back to Us as We created 

you the first time; yet you thought We would not make any 

appointed time for you. ―(Al-Kahf 18:48) 

How we were brought to life from loins to stand in front of Allah 

and testify that He is our Lord is not the subject here, but what we 

need to know is that at that time, Allah had already prescribed 

every single detail about each one of us. He deliberately chose your 

race, the color of your skin, and every other feature of your body. 

Allah chose your parents with the right genetic makeup to custom 

make you. He also determined the natural talents you would 

possess and the uniqueness of your personality. He even created the 

world with great precision to be uniquely suited for your existence, 

to make your life possible. 

Allah has a reason for everything, and because of that reason, He 

decided the exact time and place of your birth and your death, and 

He planned how long and where you would live on earth. Nothing 

in your life is arbitrary; it is all for a purpose. Allah did not create 

you because He was lonely; He created you because He has a 

purpose for you. Allah says in Surah Al-Mu‘minun:  

ُٕٮنَ  }  ٩ٍّس٥ُْ إلَِحَْ٪ة لََ دؿُصَْ
َ
َ٪ةز٥ُْ خَجَسًة وَأ ْٞ ٧َة ػ٤ََ جٍّ

َ
ٚعََكِبذ٥ُْْ أ

َ
 115 :ا٧٣ؤ٦٪ٮن {أ
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―Do you think We created you for nothing, and that you would not 

be returned to us.‖ (Al-Mu‘minun 23:115) 

So, when we ask what is the purpose of our lives on earth, the 

answer is to prepare ourselves for the eternal life when we return to 

the Creator. This point is emphasized in many verses in the Holy 

Quran , as Allah says that when we return to Him after our short 

stay on earth, He will ask: 

ةءَ  }  َٞ ٤يَس٥ُْْ آيةَتِِ وَيُ٪ؾِْرُو٩س٥َُْ ٣ِ َٔ ٮنَ  ىَّ ُٞ دس٥ُِْ رق٢ٌُُ ٦ِ٪س٥ُْْ حَ
ْ
ل٥َْ يأَ

َ
نفِْ أ ٨ِّ وَالِْْ ْٕشَْرَ الِْْ يةَ ٦َ

كَِ٪ة ُٛ جْ
َ
    130 :ال٩ْٕةم {...يٮ٦َِْس٥ُْ ٬َؾَا ٝةَلٮُا مَ٭ِؽ٩ْةَ عََلَ أ

"O you assembly of Jinn and humankind, haven‘t you received 

Messengers from amongst yourselves who used to relate My verses 

to you, and used to warn you of the meeting of this Day?" They 

will say: "We testify against ourselves." (Al-Anaam 6:130)  

The purpose of this life on earth is to prepare ourselves for this 

return, and this preparation is very important because while on 

earth we have many options, in the eternal life we will have only 

two: Heaven or Hell. The purpose of preparing for eternity should 

be far greater than our personal fulfillment and happiness. Being 

successful and fulfilling your life purpose are not the same. You 

could reach all your personal goals, becoming a raving success by 

the world‘s standards, and still miss the purpose for which you 

were created by Allah. 
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Life on earth is just a dress rehearsal before the real production. 

Just as the nine months you spent in your mother‘s womb were not 

the end in themselves but preparation for your life, this life is a 

preparation for the next. Tragically, many people will have to 

endure eternity without the company of Allah because they chose 

to live without Him on Earth. 

While a person‘s life on earth seems long, it is actually extremely 

short when compared to a single day in the hereafter, as Allah says: 

ونَ  } ُٕؽَّ ة تَ ِٙ قََ٪حٍ م٧ٍِّ ْ٣
َ
َٟ ٠َأ ِ ِٔ٪ؽَْ رَبّ     47 :الْش {وَإِنٍّ يٮ٦ًَْة 

―Verily a day with your Lord is like a thousand years from what 

you count (on Earth).‖ (Al-Hajj 22:47) 

Allah emphasizes this point in many places in the Holy Quran , as 

He says: 

حً ٨ِْ٦ جَ٭َةرٍ  } َٔ ؽُونَ ل٥َْ ي٤َجَْسُٮا إلٍَِّ قَة َٔ ٭٥ُْ يٮَمَْ يؿََوْنَ ٦َة يٮُ جٍّ
َ
     35 :الْظٞةف {٠َأ

―On the Day when they see what had been promised them, they 

will realize that their life on Earth has only been a mere one hour of 

day. (Al-Ahqaf 46:35) 

The purpose of your life on earth is to prepare for eternity. 

Recognizing that you live on earth in the light of eternity will make 

your values noble, your use of time and money wiser, and you will 

place a higher premium on character instead of wealth and fame. 

Living in the light of eternity will make many of your problems 

appear trivial. 
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To make the most of your life, you must keep the vision of eternity 

continuously in your mind and the value of it in your heart. If you 

have this vision, you will never fear death because you will know 

that death is not the end of life, but it is the birthday into an eternal 

life. While our brains cannot fully comprehend the wonders and 

greatness of heaven, Allah has given us glimpses of eternity in the 

Holy Quran  in words that we can understand.   
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Section 3 The Nature of this Life 

The way we perceive our life shapes its trajectory. If you ask 

someone how they envision their life, they will likely use a 

metaphor, and this metaphor influences their life more profoundly 

than they might realize. For example: 

1. If someone views life as a party, their primary value is 

having fun. 

2. If someone sees life as a race, they value speed and are often 

in a hurry. 

3. If someone sees life as a marathon, they value endurance. 

4. If someone sees life as a battle, winning is their main focus. 

For Muslims, the Holy Quran  provides three metaphors that reflect 

eternal truths about life. These metaphors should form the 

foundation of our lives and help us understand the world around us. 

The three metaphors are: 

1. Life is a temporary assignment 

2. Life is a test 

3. Life is a trust 

Life is a Temporary Assignment 

The Quran teaches that our time on Earth is brief and transient. 

After we leave this world, it will seem as if we were here for only a 

fraction of an hour. Allah says: 

نْ ل٥َْ ي٤َجَْسُٮا إلٍَِّ  }
َ
٨َ الج٭ََّةرِ وَيَٮمَْ يََشُْْر٥ْ٬ُُ ٠َأ حً ٦ِّ َٔ      54 :يٮنف { قَة
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―The day He will gather them together (on the Day of Judgement): 

They will feel as if they had not stayed (on earth) any longer than 

an hour of a day:‖ (Yunus 10:45) 

ك٥ُِ }  ْٞ حُ حُ َٔ ة ٮمُ الكَّ ُٞ حٍ وَيَٮمَْ تَ َٔ      44 :الؿوم {ال٧ُْضْؿمُِٮنَ ٦َة لَْسُِٮا دَيْرَ قَة

―On the Day when the Hour (The Day of Judgement) will take 

place, the transgressors will swear that they did not remain (in the 

grave) more than one hour.‖ (Al-Rom 30:55) 

 {  َ٧ ِ دَيتُْ الكٍّ َ عََلَ وَلِلٍَّ ٝؿَْبُ إنٍِّ اللٍَّ
َ
وْ ٬ُٮَ أ

َ
حِ إلٍَِّ ك٧َََْطِ الْْصَََِ أ َٔ ة مْؿُ الكٍّ

َ
رضِْ و٦ََة أ

َ
ةوَاتِ وَالْْ

ءٍ ٝؽَِيؿٌ  ِ شََْ
     77 :الجع٢ {كُّ

―To Allah belongs the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. And 

the Decision of the Hour (of Judgment) is no more than twinkling 

of the eye, or even quicker: for Allah has power over all things.‖ 

(Al-Nahl 16:77) 

َٟ أـيكَ   } ٨ِ  لٮ٩َُ حِ  َٔ َٔ ة يٍّةنَ  ٱلكٍّ
َ
٩خَ ٨ِ٦ ذ٠ِ  42) ٭َةقَٮ  مُؿ   أ

َ
ٓ ؿَٮ  ( ذي٥َِ أ َٟ  ( إلََِ  43) ٭َة ِ ٓ ٮ  ٭٦ُ٪ذَ  رَبّ   ٭َة

٧َةٓ 44) ٩خَ  ( إجٍِّ
َ
٩ٍّ 45) ٭َةنَٮ  يَ   ٨٦َ ٦ُ٪ؾِرُ  أ

َ
ْ ي٤َ   ل٥َ   ة٭٩َ يؿََو   مَ يٮَ   ٥  ٭( ٠َأ نِيٍّحً  إلٍَِّ  جَسُٮٓا و   َٔ

َ
عَٮ   أ  { ٭َةًُ

     54-54 :الجةزعات

―They ask you about the Hour (Day of Judgement), when will it 

take place. (42)  Who are you to tell them, (43) With Your Lord is 

the final word about it. (44)  You are only a Warner for anyone 

who fears it.  (45) The day they will see it, it will seem to them as 

if they did not live (in this world) but only for an evening, or a 

fraction of midday.‖ (Al-Naziat 79:42-46) 

Compared to eternity, our life is incredibly short. One day with 

Allah is like a thousand years on Earth: 
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ونَ  } ؽُّ ُٕ ة تَ ّ٧َ ِٙ قََ٪حٍ مِّ ْ٣
َ
َٟ ٠َأ ِّ ِٔ٪ؽَ رَب     57 :الْش {وَإِنَّ يٮ٦ًَْة 

―Verily a day with your Lord is like a thousand years from what 

you count (on Earth).‖ (Al-Hajj 22:47) 

Even if you live for 100 years, it is equivalent to about two hours in 

the context of eternity. 

We must recognize that Earth is a temporary residence, and we are 

travelers on our way to our true home in Heaven. True believers 

understand that they are citizens of Heaven and are here to prove 

their worthiness to return to where they were created. 

Allah, in His mercy, allows us to experience discomfort and 

dissatisfaction to prevent us from becoming too attached to Earth. 

While we may have happy moments, we will never feel completely 

satisfied here.  

Life is a Test 

The metaphor that life is a test is emphasized in many verses of the 

Holy Quran  and is demonstrated through the challenging tests 

faced by Allah's Prophets. Allah tested all His Prophets, including 

Ibrahim, Jacob, Lot, Joseph, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. 

Allah continually tests our character, faith, obedience, integrity, 

and love. Terms like testing, trials, temptations, and refining appear 

frequently in the Holy Quran . These tests develop and reveal our 

character. Allah watches our response to both blessings and 

difficulties, observing how we handle power, happiness, health, 
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and wealth, as well as problems, conflicts, illness, and 

disappointments. 

The Quran makes it clear that we will be tested: 

 {  َ ن حُتَ 
َ
ظَكِتَ ٱلجٍّةسُ أ

َ
ْ أ ٮٓا ن ُِ

َ
ْ  أ ٮلٮُٓا ُٞ ذَ٪ٮُنَ  لََ  و٥٬َُ   ءَا٦َ٪ٍّة حَ  ٛ ؽ  2) حُ َٞ ِي٨َ ٨٦ِ رَج   ذَذَ٪ٍّة ( و٣ََ  ۖ ٤٭٥ِِ  ٱلٍَّ

 ٍّ٨٧ََ٤  ٕ ٕ   ٤َٚيََ ِي٨َ وَؽَٝٮُاْ وَلَحَ ُ ٱلٍَّ  ـؾِبنَِ ٱ٣   ٨٧ََ٤ٍّ ٱللٍَّ     3-4 :ا٣ٕ٪١جٮت {..١َ

―Do people think that they will be left alone on saying, "We 

believe," and that they will not be tested? (2) Indeed, We have 

tested those before them, so Allah can affirm who the truthful are 

and who the liars are.‖ (Al-Ankabout 29:2-3) 

Allah also says: 

ُٕٮنَ  } ِ وَالَْْيْرِ ٚذَِْ٪حً وَإِلَحَْ٪ة دؿُصَْ ّ ٥ْ ثةِلشْرٍّ ُِ حُ ال٧َْٮتِْ وَجَج٤ْٮُ َٞ ِ فٍ ذَان ْٛ     34 :ال٩ْبيةء {كَُّ جَ

 ―Everyone has to taste death: and We test you with misfortune and 

with blessing by way of trial. To Allah you must return.‖ (Al-

Anbiaa 21:35) 

While we do not know when or how we will be tested, we can 

predict the nature of some tests from the Holy Quran  and learn 

how to respond. Allah says in Surah Al-Baqara:  

ٞ   ٮ ِ وَٱلْ ُ  فِ ٮ  ٱلْ َ  ٨ِ٦َّ  ءًٍ۬ بشَِ   ٤ٮ٩ٍَُّس٥ُوَلَججَ  }    ٨ِ٦َّ  هًٍ۬ وَجَ
َ  اٮَ م  ٱلْ 

َ فِ لِ وَٱلْ  ُٛ ِ   تِۗ اوَٱلث٧ٍَّؿَ  ٩  وَبشَّْرِ

 ـ  ٓ 155) بِِِي٨َ ٱلىٍّ ِي٨َ إذَِا  ـ  ( ٱلٍَّ وَ
َ
ىِيجَحًٌ۬  ٭٥ُجَذ  أ َّ٦  ْ ِ  إ٩ٍِّة ٝةَلٮُٓا ٓ  لِلٍَّ ة ُٕٮنَ ارَ  ٫ِ إلَِح   وَإِجٍّ و٣ْـَ  156) صِ

ُ
َٟ ( أ  ٮِٕ

٤يَ   بّ٭٥ِِ   ٨ِ٦ّ تًٌ۬ او٤َٮََ  ٥  ٭َٔ َ  رٍّ و٣ْـَ    حًٌۖ۬ وَرحَ 
ُ
َٟ وَأ  547-544 :الْٞؿة  {.ذَؽُونَ ٧ُ٭  ٱل   ٥٬ُُ  ٮِٕ
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"We will surely test you with some fear and hunger, and some loss 

in wealth, lives and the fruits of your labor. But give glad tidings to 

those who are patient.  (155) Who say when misfortune strikes 

them: We belong to Allah and to Him is our return. (156) Those are 

the ones upon whom Allah grants blessing and mercy, and they are 

the rightly guided." (Al-Baqara 2:155-157). 

Tests can range from minor inconveniences to overwhelming 

challenges, but all have eternal implications. Understanding life as 

a test helps us see that every moment is an opportunity to build our 

character, strengthen our faith, and demonstrate our reliance on 

Allah. Allah wants us to pass these tests and will not test us beyond 

our capabilities: 

٭َةۖ }  َٕ كًة إلٍَِّ وقُْ ْٛ ُٙ جَ ِ حَْ٪ة وَلََ ٩س٤َُّ ُٜ  ٠ذَِةبٌ  وَلَََ ُِ ِّٜ  يَ٪ ٧َُ٤ٮنَ  لََ  و٥٬َُْ  ۚۚ ثةِلَْْ ْْ  44:ا٧٣ؤ٦٪ٮن {حُ

―We do not place a burden on anyone except according to his 

ability and with Us there is a book which speaks with truth, and 

they (the people) will never be wronged.‖ (Al-Mu‘minun 23:62) 

Allah also revealed: 

كًة إلٍَِّ  }  ْٛ ُ جَ ُٙ اللٍَّ ِ ٭َةۚ لََ يس٤َُّ َٕ ٤يَ٭َْة ٠َكَجَخْ  ٦َة ل٭ََة  وقُْ َٔ       484 :الْٞؿة {ا٠ْتكََجَخْ  ٦َة وَ

―Allah does not place a burden on anyone beyond his capacity. For 

him is what he has earned, and on him what he has incurred.‖ (Al-

Baqara 2: 286) 

Every time you pass a test, you build up the chest of your treasure 

in eternity. This is what the Prophet taught us; whether we are 

tested with misfortunes or fortunes, our success in passing the test 

depends on our level of acceptance and the nature of our reaction to 

them. The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) said: 



 
61 

 ّٓ ُٗ ٌ ُٗ ِْشَٖ وٍَُّ َّ أ ِٓ ئِ َّغَجًب لأِشِ اٌّإِ ف١ٙت لبي: لبي سعٛيُ الِله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ:" 

 ُٗ ْْ أفَبثز ُٗ ٚئ ُٗ عَشَّاءُ ؽَىَشَ فىبٔذْ خ١َشًا ٌ ْْ أفَبثز ِٓ ئِ ُّإِْ خ١َشٌ ١ٌٚظَ رٌهَ لأؽَذٍ ئلا ٌٍ

ٌُ.مَشَّاءُ فَجشَ ف ُِغٍِْ  ُٖ ُٗ ". سٚا ىبٔذْ خ١َشًا ٌ  

―I wonder about the state of the believer, all his matters are good, 

and this state is for none but the believer.  If he receives a blessing, 

he is grateful to Allah, and this is good for him and if misfortune 

inflicts him, he is patience and that is good for him,‖ (Muslim) 

Allah also makes another point clear: when we look at things, we 

must have full trust that Allah is in control, and He wants what is 

good for us. What appears to be evil may later prove to be 

extremely good. As Allah says: 

َٕسَ   }  نْ  ذَ
َ
٢َ  مَيبًْة دسَْؿ٬َُٮا أ َٕ  59 :ا٣نكةء {٠َسيًِرا ػَيْرًا ذي٫ِِ  الَلََّ  وَيَضْ

 "It may be that you hate something in which Allah has placed a 

great deal of good" (Al-Nisaa 4:19). 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) recommended that 

we read Surah al-Kahf (The Cave) every Friday. In this surah, there 

is a story about the meeting between Prophet Musa (Moses) and 

the righteous man, Al-Khidr. Al-Khidr did three things to which 

Prophet Musa objected. Prophet Musa interpreted two of them as 

evil acts and one as a foolish act. The two actions Prophet Musa 

interpreted as evil and destructive were damaging the ship of the 

poor fishermen and killing a child. However, when Al-Khidr 

explained the reasons for his actions, it became clear that what 

appeared to be evil were, in fact, great blessings for those impacted 
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by them. In this case, Al-Khidr was in a unique position because 

Allah had revealed to him knowledge of the future that Prophet 

Musa did not know.  

There should be no doubt in our minds that the presence of evil in 

the world does not negate the perfection of Allah‘s actions. The 

real question is how do we react to evil? Apparent evil represents a 

test for those whom Allah granted the power to cause evil, those 

who are afflicted by it, and those who witness it. The question is 

not why Allah allows it; the issue is what you are doing about it. If 

you see evil in the world and stand idle complaining about it, you 

have failed the test. The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) 

taught us three ways to remove evil in his famous hadith:  

ّٓ أثٟ ع١ْذ اٌخذسٞ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي : عّْذ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ٠مٛي 

ِٓ سأٜ ِٕىُ ِٕىشا ف١ٍغ١شٖ ث١ذٖ ، فاْ ٌُ ٠غزيِ فجٍغبٔٗ ، فاْ ٌُ ٠غزيِ فجمٍجٗ ،  ": 

(  "ٚرٌه أمْف الإ٠ّبْ ٍُسٚاٖ ِغ ( 

"Whoever sees an evil must correct it with his hand, if he cannot 

then by his tongue, if he cannot, then by his heart and this is the 

weakest of faith".  (Muslim) 

If you cannot do anything about evil, you should at least reject it 

with your heart and not support those who are committing it. 

For those on whom evil is inflicted, it is also a test regarding how 

they respond when they gain the power to repel it. Their response 

should not be driven by revenge and hatred but by justice and 

mercy. Allah says: 
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يّبِحَُ  كََ٪حُ ٱلْ َ  ذَٮىِوَلََ تكَ  }  ٓ  ٱد    ۚوَلََ ٱلكٍّ ظ   ذَ
َ
ِى ثيَ   ٚإَذَِا ك٨َُ ثٱ٣ٍِّتِِ هَِِ أ َٟ ٱلٍَّ ؽَ  وَبَي َ٪٫ُۥ َ٪  وَةًٌ۬ أَ

 ُ٫ٍّ٩
َ
     34 :ٚى٤خ {..وَلٌِِّ حَي٥ًٌِ۬  ۥ٠َأ

"Good and evil cannot be equal. Respond to evil with what is best, 

then the one you are in a fued with will be like a close friend." 

(Fussilat 41:34)   

Life is a Trust 

Allah offered us the responsibility of life on Earth as a trust, which 

we accepted:  

بَ  } 
َ
جَةلِ ٚأَ رضِْ وَالِْْ

َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ ٦َة٩حََ عََلَ الكٍّ

َ
َ٪ة الْْ ًْ ؿَ َٔ ٨َ ٦ِ٪٭َْة وح٤َََ٭ََة إ٩ٍِّة  ْٞ َٛ مْ

َ
نْ ي٤٧َََِْْ٪٭َة وَأ

َ
نَْ أ

٤ٮ٦ًُة صَ٭ُٮلًَ  َّ نكَْةنُ إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ كََنَ  اـب {الِْْ                                           74 :الْظ

"We offered the trust to the Heavens and the Earth, and the 

mountains, but they refused to carry it and were afraid of it, but 

man accepted it.  He has been grossly unfair (to himself) and 

ignorant." (Al-Ahzab 33:72). 

It is our ignorance and unfairness to ourselves that prevent us from 

recognizing and utilizing the powers Allah has given us to fulfill 

this trust. Allah appointed us as His vicegerents on Earth: 

حً  } َٛ رضِْ ػ٤َيِ
َ
٢ٌِٔ فِِ الْْ َٟ ل٧َْ٤ِلَن١َِحِ إنِِّّ صَة     33 :الْٞؿة   {وَإِذْ ٝةَلَ رَبَّ

―And when your Lord told the angels: I am placing a vicegerent 

(Khalifa) in the earth.  (Al-Baqara 2: 30) 
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Allah has provided all the resources we need and granted us 

energy, intelligence, opportunities, and relationships to fulfill this 

trust. The concept of stewardship begins with the recognition that 

Allah is the Owner of everything and everyone in the universe. 

Everything we have is a loan to us, existing before we arrived and 

continuing after we leave. 

Our role is to manage and care for Allah's creation. The air, water, 

land, animals, birds, and everything on Earth are entrusted to us for 

use and care. Health, wealth, authority, and intellectual capacity are 

gifts from Allah placed in our trust. 

By understanding these metaphors, Muslims can navigate life with 

a clear sense of purpose and direction, rooted in the eternal truths 

of the Holy Quran . 

It is only through our injustice to ourselves and ignorance of our 

capacities and responsibilities that we can squander Allah‘s gifts, 

becoming heedless and losing our way, stumbling through life. 

At the end of your time on Earth, you will be evaluated and 

rewarded based on how well you managed the trust Allah placed 

under your control. This means that everything you do, even simple 

daily chores, has eternal implications. Allah emphasizes this by 

saying that we will be questioned about every blessing on the Day 

of Judgment: 

ي٥ِِ  }  ٨ِ الجٍّٕ َٔ ٨ُ٣ٍّ يٮ٦ََْهؾٍِ 
َ
     8 :التكازؿ {ث٥ٍُّ ٣تَُكْأ
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―Surely, you will be asked about the blessings (that you were 

given).‖ (Al-Takathur 102:8) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) reinforced this by 

saying:  

َُ لَبيَ  َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّْ  ُٗ ِّٟ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ْٓ إٌَّجِ َّ ُْٛدٍ  َِغْ  ِٓ ْٓ اثْ َّ―  ْٓ ِِ َِخِ  ََ اٌْم١َِب ْٛ ٠َ ََ ِٓ آدَ َُ اثْ ٌَب رَضُٚيُ لَذَ

 ْٓ ِِ  ِٗ َِبٌِ َٚ  ُٖ َُ أَثٍَْب ِٗ ف١ِ ْٓ ؽَجَبثِ َّ َٚ  ُٖ َٕب َُ أَفْ ِٖ ف١ِ ُّشِ ُّ  ْٓ َّ ّْظٍ  ْٓ خَ َّ ِٗ ؽَزَّٝ ٠ُغْأَيَ  ْٕذِ سَثِّ ِّ َٓ أ٠َْ

َُ ٍَِّ َّب  ًَ ف١ِ ِّ َّ َِبرَا  َٚ  ُٗ ْٔفَمَ َُ أَ َٚف١ِ  ُٗ  )سٚاٖ اٌزشِزٞ ( ‖اوْزَغَجَ

―On the Day of Resurrection, the son of Adam will not be 

dismissed from (the court of) his Lord until he is asked about five 

issues:  His life and how he lived it. His youth and how he used it. 

His wealth and how he earned it. His Wealth how he spent it. His 

knowledge and how he acted upon it.‖  (Al-Tirmidhi) 
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Section 4 Means to Achieve the Purpose of Life 

The Means to Achieve the Purpose of Life - Worship 

The third question is: What is our role on earth to fulfill the 

purpose of our lives? The answer is revealed by Allah in Surah Az-

Zariyat. Allah says:  

ْٕجُؽُونِ )}  نفَ إلٍَِّ لِحَ ٨ٍّ وَالِْْ خُ الِْْ ْٞ ريِؽُ ٦ِ٪٭٥ُْ ٨ِ٦ّ رّزِْقًٍ۬ 56و٦ََة ػ٤ََ
ُ
ٓ  ( ٦َة أ ريِؽُ  و٦ََة

ُ
ن أ

َ
٧ُِٕٮنِ  أ ُْ  حُ

ٮٍّةِ ال٧َْذنُِ 57) ُٞ زٍّاقُ ذوُ ا٣ْ َ ٬ُٮَ الؿٍّ      48-44 :الَاريةت {( إنٍِّ اللٍَّ

And I (Allah) did not create the jinn and humans except that they 

worship Me. (56) I do not want any provision from them, nor do I 

want them to feed Me. (57) In fact, Allah is the provider of 

provisions, Possessor of the Power, the Strong.‖ (Al-Zariat 51:56-58).    

These verses clearly indicate that the primary way for humans to 

achieve their purpose on earth is to worship Allah. However, the 

term "worship" is a traditional English translation of the Arabic 

word revealed by Allah, which is "Ya'abudoon" (ْٚ٠ْجذ). There are 

significant differences between these two words, and thus further 

elaboration is necessary before discussing the key elements of this 

command, its quality metrics, and the potential barriers to 

achieving it.   
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Definitions of the English term “To Worship 

Definitions of the English term “To Worship” and the Arabic Term 

“Ya’abud” 

The English term "worship" is derived from two words: "worth" 

and "-ship." "Worth" means "significant, valuable, of value; 

appreciated, highly thought-of, deserving, meriting; honorable, 

noble, of high rank." The suffix "-ship" means "quality, condition; 

act, power, skill, position; relation between." Therefore, "worship" 

is used to mean "an act of affirming God's worth." This term first 

recorded around the year 1300, signifies an act of expressing 

reverence, respect, admiration, and devotion to God through 

religious practices and rituals. 

The Arabic verb "Ya'abud" (٠ْجذ) and its plural form "Ya'abudoon" 

 as used in the Holy Quran , are derived from the Arabic ,(٠ْجذْٚ)

root "Abad" (ّجذ), meaning "to be a slave." The relationship 

between the master and the slave is called "Ubudiyyah" (ّجٛد٠خ) 

("slavery"). The actions of the slave towards his master are called 

"Ibadah" (ّجبدح), which involves complete obedience and total 

submission. The person performing "Ibadah" (ّجبدح) is called "Abd" 

 ,(ّجذالله) "Thus, a common Arabic name is "Abdallah .("slave") (ّجذ)

meaning "slave of Allah." 

Note: In the West, it is often thought that Abdallah is solely a 

Muslim name, which is incorrect. The name Abdallah existed in the 

Middle East long before Islam and is also used by Christians. The 

first phrase in Genesis in the Arabic Bible reads: “ فِٟ اٌْجَذْءِ خٍََكَ الُله
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َٚالاسْكَ َٚادِ  َّب  In the beginning Allah created the heavens and") ”اٌغَّ

the earth"). Unfortunately, English translators replaced "Allah" 

with "God," so it reads: "In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth." 

In the Holy Quran , Allah uses two different plurals for the title 

"Abd" (ّجذ) ("slave"). Allah uses the common plural "Abeed" (ّج١ذ) 

(slaves) five times and another plural "Ibad" ( جبدّ ) (slaves) ninety-

seven times. The plural "Abeed" (ّج١ذ) is used when addressing 

disbelievers, while "Ibad" (ّجبد) is used when addressing believers. 

For example: 

 {( ِٜ ؾَابَ الَْْؿيِ َٔ ٮلُ ذُوٝٮُا  ُٞ َٟ ( ذَ  181وَجَ ِ ٦َخْ  ث٧َِة ل يؽِْيس٥ُْ  ٝؽٍَّ
َ
نٍّ  أ

َ
َ  وَأ مٍ  ٣َيفَْ  اللٍَّ لٍّ َْ ِ  ث

جيِؽِ  َٕ        584-585 :آل ٧ٔؿان {٤ِ٣ّْ

―We shall say: Taste the punishment of fire! (181) This is due to 

what your hands sent ahead. Allah never do injustice to (His) 

slaves (Abeed).‖ (Al-Emran 3:181-182)  

ِٔجَة }   َٟ َ ل
َ
صِيتُ  ۖ دِى خَنِِّ ٚإَنِِّّ َٝؿِيتٌ وَإِذَا قَأ

ُ
ٮَةَ  أ  ٔ ا ِ  دَ ْ  ۖ دَعَانِ  إذَِا ٱلٍَّ ذَضِيجُٮا ْ  لَِ  ٤َٚ يَك  ٦ُِ٪ٮا ؤُ   وَلح 

٤ٍّ٭٥ُ   بِ  َٕ       584 :الْٞؿة {يؿَ مُؽُونَ  ٣َ

 ―When My slaves (Ibad) ask you about Me, I am near. I respond to 

the call of every suppliant when he calls Me; so, they should 

respond to Me and believe in Me; so that they may be on the right 

path.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2: 186) 
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One must recognize that the term "worship" falls short in 

explaining Allah's command that the role of humans on earth is to 

be steadfast in their Ibadah (ّجبدح) of Allah. The term "Ibadah" 

establishes the foundational relationship between humans and 

Allah, the Master of the universe and everything that exists. This 

divine Master-slave relationship is entirely different from the 

human master-slave relationship. 

Confusion arises when people fail to differentiate between these 

two relationships. In a human master-slave relationship, the master 

benefits from the slaves' labor. However, in the divine Master-slave 

relationship, Allah benefits nothing from His slaves; rather, He 

provides for them and ensures their happiness and survival. Allah 

summarizes this relationship in the following revelation:  

 {  ۖ ِ ؿَاءُ إلََِ اللٍَّ َٞ ُٛ ٩ذ٥ُُ ا٣ْ
َ
٭َة الجٍّةسُ أ حَّ

َ
ُ  يةَ أ نَِِّ  ٬ُٮَ  وَاللٍَّ َ٘ تِ 15) ل٧َِْْيؽُ ا ا٣ْ

ْ
 يؾ٬ُْجِس٥ُْْ وَيَأ

ْ
( إنِ ينََأ

ٍٜ صَؽِيؽٍ )
َٟ ( و٦ََة ذَ  16ب٤َِِْ ِ ِ  عََلَ  ل  ٍـ اللٍَّ ـِي َٕ ِ  57-54 :ٚةَؿ { ث

―O mankind, you are the ones who need Allah. And Allah is Free-

of-All Needs, the Ever-Praised. (15) If He will, He can do away 

with you and bring a new creation. (16) That is not something 

difficult for Allah.‖ (Fatir 35:15-17) 

This point is further emphasized in a Hadith Qudsi where the 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) said that Allah, the 

Almighty, said:  

ّٓ أثٟ رس اٌغفبسٞ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ، ّٓ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ف١ّب ٠ش٠ٚٗ ّٓ سثِٗ 

ث١ٕىُ ِؾشِب فلا ّض ٚعً أٔٗ لبي: ) ٠ب ّجبدٞ ئٟٔ ؽشِذ اٌٍَُ ٍّٝ ٔفغٟ، ٚعٍْزٗ 
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رَبٌّٛا، ٠ب ّجبدٞ وٍىُ مبي ئلا ِٓ ٘ذ٠زٗ ، فبعزٙذٟٚٔ أ٘ذوُ، ٠ب ّجبدٞ وٍىُ عبئِ ئلا 

ِٓ أىّْزٗ، فبعزيّْٟٛٔ أُىّْىُ، ٠ب ّجبدٞ وٍىُ ّبس ئلا ِٓ وغٛرٗ، فبعزىغٟٛٔ 

ًِ ٚإٌٙبس، ٚأٔب أغفش اٌزٔٛة ع١ّْب فبعزغفشٟٚٔ  أوغىُ، ٠ب ّجبدٞ ئٔىُ رخيئْٛ ثب١ٌٍ

ىُ، ٠ب ّجبدٞ ئِٔىُ ٌٓ رجٍغٛا مشٞ فزنشٟٚٔ، ٌٚٓ رجٍغٛا ٔفْٟ فزٕفْٟٛٔ ، ٠ب أغفش ٌ

ّجبدٞ ٌٛ أْ أٌٚىُ ٚآخشوُ ٚئٔغىُ ٚعٕىُ وبٔٛا ٍّٝ أرمٝ لٍت سعً ٚاؽذ ِٕىُ ِب صاد 

رٌه فٟ ٍِىٟ ؽ١ئب، ٠ب ّجبدٞ ٌٛ أْ أٌٚىُ ٚآخشوُ ٚئٔغىُ ٚعٕىُ وبٔٛا ٍّٝ أفغشِ لٍت 

ئب، ٠ب ّجبدٞ ٌٛ أْ أٌٚىُ ٚآخشوُ ٚئٔغىُ ٚعٕىُ لبِٛا ٚاؽذ ِٕىُ ِب ٔمـ ِٓ ٍِىٟ ؽ١

فٟ ف١ْذ ٚاؽذ فغأٌٟٛٔ، فأّي١ذ وً ٚاؽذ ِغأٌزٗ ِب ٔمـ رٌه ِّب ّٕذٞ ئلا وّب 

ِّجبدٞ ئّٔب ٟ٘ أّّبٌىُ أؽق١ٙب ٌىُ صُ أٚف١ىُ ئ٠ب٘ب،  ٠ٕمـ اٌّخ١و ئرا أدخً اٌجؾش، ٠ب 

 ٓ ئلا ٔفغٗ ( سٚاٖ ِغٍُ .فّٓ ٚعذ خ١شا ف١ٍؾّذ الله ، ِٚٓ ٚعذ غ١ش رٌه فلا ٠ٍِٛ

"O My slaves, I have made oppression forbidden for Myself, and I 

have made it forbidden amongst you, so do not oppress one 

another.  

O My slaves, all of you are misguided except those whom I guide, 

so seek guidance from Me and I shall guide you.  

O My slaves, all of you are hungry except those whom I feed, so 

ask Me for food and I shall feed you.  

O My slaves, all of you are naked except those whom I clothe, so 

ask Me for clothes and I shall clothe you.  

O My slaves, you commit sins by night and by day and I forgive all 

sins, so ask Me for forgiveness and I shall forgive you.  

O My slaves, you can neither do Me any harm nor can you do Me 

any good.  
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O My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and all humans 

and Jinns were all as pious as the most pious heart of any 

individual amongst you, that would add nothing to My power and 

dominion.  

O My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and all humans 

and Jinns were all as wicked as the most wicked heart of any 

individual amongst you, it would cause no loss to My power and 

dominion.  

O My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and all humans 

and Jinn were all to stand together in one place and ask of Me, and 

I were to give everyone what he requested, then that would not 

decrease what I possess, except what is decreased of the sea when a 

needle is dipped into it.  

O My slaves, it is only your deeds that you will be held 

accountable for, then I shall recompense you for it. So, anyone 

finds good, let him praise Allah, and anyone finds other than that, 

let him blame no one but himself.‖ (Reported by Muslim) 

Allah's Everlasting Vigilance and Our Role as His slaves 

Allah never sleeps and is always vigilant to support and protect us, 

His slaves. When we sleep, He ensures that all our bodily functions 

operate properly, preventing us from dying. Imagine how long any 

of us would survive if we had to control our heart, blood 

circulation, respiratory system, etc. Allah guarantees our survival 

by controlling the air we breathe, the sun that provides light and 

warmth, the water we drink, and the food we eat. 
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Since Allah does everything for us and needs nothing from us, why 

does He want us to serve Him as our sole Master on earth? The 

answer is that Allah wants us to always feel dignified and liberated, 

preventing any other human from taking advantage of us by 

making us their slaves. 

It seems to be human nature to either dominate or be subservient. 

This belief led many philosophers and Christian theologians to 

justify slavery. The Greek philosopher Aristotle suggested that 

slavery was natural, with human beings falling into two categories: 

slaves and non-slaves. Similarly, Plato argued that justice consists 

of the superior ruling over and having more than the inferior. 

Contrary to these views, Allah dignified all people and liberated 

them from any feelings of inferiority towards others by declaring 

that all people are His slaves, and He is the only Master in the 

universe. However, since life is a test, equality of mankind in this 

life is not the goal; the goal is to ensure equity in the Hereafter. 

 Equality means everyone is given the same resources or 

opportunities.  

 Equity recognizes that each person has different 

circumstances and allocates the exact resources and 

opportunities needed to reach an equal outcome. 

Allah creates people with different talents and capabilities, granting 

them varying levels of fortunes and blessings. These differences 

are intended to ensure the continuation of worldly life. Allah says:   
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﴿  ٥٬ُ
َ
ك٧ُِٮنَ  أ  ٞ َخَ  حَ َٟ  رحَ  ِ َ٪ة نََ ٨ُ   ۚرَبّ ٕيِنَذَ  ٥٭ثيَ ٪َ  ٝك٧ََ  ةِ ٱلْ َ  فِِ  ٥  ٭٦ٍّ ج   يَٮ  ٕ    ۚيَةٱلََّ ٌَ  َ٪ةوَرَذَ  ٕ قَ  ٥  ٭بَ  ٚٮَ 

يًٍ۬   ٕ  ـخًٍ۬  بَ ذٍَّؼِؾَ  دَرصََ ٌُ  لّحِ  ٕ ة ٥٭بَ ًًٌ۬  ٕ ة بَ ؿِيًًّ۬ َخُ  ۗ قُؼ  َٟ  وَرحَ  ِ ًٌ۬  رَبّ ة ػَير  ُٕٮنَ  م٧ٍِّّ ػـؿف ﴾يََ ٧َ  34 :ال

―Is it they who allocate the Mercy of your Lord? We have allocated 

among them their livelihood in the worldly life and raised some of 

them above others in rank that some of them may employ others in 

their work; and the mercy (Paradise) of your Lord is better than 

(the wealth) that they accumulate.‖ (Al-Zukhruf 43:32) 

An interesting reality that many overlook is that if Allah gave 

everyone everything they wanted, transgression and mischief 

would occur. Allah says:  

رضِْ وَلَ   } 
َ
ٮْا فِِ الْْ َ٘ ُ الؿِّزْقَ ٣ِٕجَِةدهِِ لََْ ٍَ اللٍَّ لُِ  س٨ِوَلٮَْ بكََ ؽَرٍ  حُنَّ َٞ ِ ة ث ِ  إ٫ٍّ٩ُِ  ۚۚ ينََةءُ  ٦ٍّ  ػَجيِرٌ  ثِٕجَِةدِه

      47 :النٮرى {ثىَِيرٌ 

―If Allah were to expand the provision for His slaves (to its full 

extent), they would spread mischief on earth; but He sends down 

what He wills in due measure: Surely, with regard to His slaves, He 

is All-Aware, Ever- Watchful.‖ (Al Shura 42:27) 

You may wonder how expanding provisions causes the spread of 

mischief while the general perception is that restriction causes 

mischief. A well-known experiment by John Calhoun, an American 

ethologist and behavioral researcher, called "Universe 25: The 

Mouse Utopia," demonstrated that major disasters result from 

providing provisions to everyone. The experiment, conducted 
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between 1968 and 1970, concluded that tension, stress, and needs 

are necessary for survival because they give life true meaning. 

Whether a person is a king or a servant, an owner or a worker, a 

man or a woman, they are all slaves of Allah. Their role is to 

realize their relationship with Him and act accordingly. No one 

should ever use the blessings Allah granted them to feel superior 

over others. The differences among people are not matters of 

superiority or inferiority but rather roles to ensure a self-sufficient 

society. A doctor has no superiority over a janitor because both are 

essential for each other's survival; both are servants of the One 

Master, Allah. The only superiority metric Allah considers is 

righteousness. Allah says: 

٩ثَ  } 
ُ
َ٪ةز٥ُ ٨ِ٦ّ ذ٠ََؿٍ وَأ ْٞ ٭َة الجٍّةسُ إ٩ٍِّة ػ٤ََ حَّ

َ
٤َْ٪ةز٥ُْ  يةَ أ َٕ ٮبًة وصََ ُٕ ةرَٚٮُا وَرَجَةن٢َِ  مُ َٕ  إنٍِّ  ۚۚ لِتَ

زْؿ٦ََس٥ُْ 
َ
ِ  ِٔ٪ؽَ  أ ةز٥ُْ  اللٍَّ َٞ تْ

َ
٤ي٥ٌِ ػَجيِرٌ  ۚۚ أ َٔ  َ       53 :الْضؿات {إنٍِّ اللٍَّ

―O mankind! We have created you from a single (pair) of a male 

and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may 

know each other. Verily the noblest of you in the sight of Allah is 

the one who is most righteous. And Allah is All-Knowing, All 

Aware.‘ (Al-Hujuraat 49:13)  

On the Day of Judgment, only the purity of the heart will matter. 

Allah say: 

ُٓ ٦َةلٌ وَلََ بَُ٪ٮنَ  }  َٛ ٤تٍْ ق٤َيِمٍ  *يٮَمَْ لََ يَ٪ َٞ ِ َ ث تَِ اللٍَّ
َ
     89-88: النٕؿاء {إلٍَِّ ٨ْ٦َ أ
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―The Day when neither wealth nor sons will be of any benefit (88) 

Except to him who will come to Allah with a sound heart.‖ (Al-

Shuara 26:88-89) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) emphasized this 

point by saying that the metric of superiority is righteousness: 

لَ ٢ٌٚ ٣ٕؿبِ عَل أٔضمي ولَ لْثيي عَل أقٮد ولَ  " :ولِ اللَ ٤ٔي٫ وق٥٤الجبي ٝةل 

يره( "لْقٮد عَل أثيي إلَ ثةلتٞٮى   ).رواه أحؽ وٗ

"O people!  There is no preference for Arabs over non-Arabs, nor 

for non-Arabs over Arabs.  Neither for white over black people, nor 

for black over white people.  Preference is only through 

righteousness." 

The title ―slave of Allah‖ is the most honorable title any person can 

have and thus Allah used it to refer to His most beloved, Prophet 

Muhmmad (peace and blessing be upon him), by declaring him as 

―His slave‖ (ّٖجذ).  Allah says: 

ِىٓ  عَـ ٨َ قُج   } َ  ٱلٍَّ س 
َ
ج ؽِهۦِ ى  أ َٕ ِ ضِؽِ ٱل   ٨ِ٦َّ  لًً۬ لَح   ث ضِؽِ إلََِ ٱل   ؿَامِ ٱلْ َ  ٧َك    ٧َك 

َ  ـ  ٝ ىَةٱلْ  ِى ثَ ٪ةَٱلٍَّ  ِ  ؿَ

لَُ  ٓ  ٨ِ٦   ۥ٣نُُِِي٫َُ  ۥ ظَٮ   ـذَِ٪ة َ  ۥ إ٫ٍّ٩ُِ   ۚءَايَ ُٓ ٱلْ  ٧ِي  5 :الْساء {..ىِيرُ ٬ُٮَ ٱلكٍّ

―Glorious is He Who made His slave (Muhammad) travel by night 

from the sacred Masjid to Al-Aqsa Masjid whose neighborhood is 

blessed, so that We let him see some of Our signs. Surely, He is the 

All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.‘ (Al-Isra 17:1) 
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ؽُ ٱلْ َ  }  ِىٓ  ٧  ِ ٱلٍَّ لَ عََلَ   لِلٍَّ َـ ٩
َ
ِ  أ  ـتَ ٱ٣   خَج ؽِه ٢َٕ وَل٥َ   ١ِذَ ُ  يََ   5 :ال١٭ٙ {..ِٔٮصََةۜ  ۥ لٍّ

―All praise belongs to Allah Who has sent down to His slave 

(Mohammad) the Book (the Qur'an) and allowed no crookedness in 

it.‖ (Al-Kahf 18:1) 

لَ ٱ٣   }  ّـٍ ِى ٩َ ؿ ٝةَنَ تَجَةرَكَ ٱلٍَّ  ـ٧َِ٤نَ لِح١َُٮنَ ل٤ِ   خَج ؽِهۦِ عََلَ   ُٛ  5 :ا٣ٛؿٝةن {٩ؾَِيؿًا َٕ

―Blessed is He Who has revealed His Criterion to His slave 

(Muhammad), (of right and wrong), that he may be a warner to the 

people‖ (Al-Furqan 25:1) 

 {  ٫ٍُّ٩
َ
ة ٝةَمَ خَج   ۥوَأ ِ يؽَ   ؽُ ل٧ٍَّ ٮهُ ٱللٍَّ ُٔ  ْ ٤يَ ٫ِ  يسَُٮ٩ٮُنَ  كََدُوا ا َٔ  59 :ال٨ْ {..لِْؽًًَ۬

―And when the slave of Allah (Muhammad) stood up in prayer to 

Him (Allah), they almost rushed on him in crowds.‖ (Al-Jinn 

72:19) 
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Section 5  "Ibadah" Worship 

While the word "worship" does not fully capture the 

comprehensive meaning of "Ibadah" (our relationship with Allah), 

we will use "worship" for simplicity. 

In the following sections, three aspects of worship will be 

discussed: 

1. The Key Elements of Worship.  

2. The Quality Metrics for Proper Worship. 

3. The Barriers to Proper Worship.  

The Key Elements of Worship 

It is critical to define worship in terms of what Allah, our sole 

Master, is expecting from us, as His slaves, and this is total 

obedience to His commands and that our obedience is to be 

motivated by our love and gratitude to Him and by our trust in Him 

that all His commands are intended for our benefits.  Therefore, we 

can define Worship as any act that demonstrates the four elements: 

1. Obedience 

2. Love 

3. Gratitude 

4. Trust. 

According to this definition, worship is a comprehensive concept 

that includes all inward and outward words and deeds that are 

beloved to Allah. It further signifies the utmost level of love for 
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Allah, coupled with complete humility, submission, and surrender 

to His will. 

1. Obedience of Allah:   

The essence of worship is obedience because it affirms the 

fundamental relationship between us as slaves and Allah as the sole 

Master.  While Allah, Our Master, does not gain any benefit from 

anything we do including our obedience to His commands, He is 

not interested in stale forms of obedience whether they are 

insincere praise, or mechanical rituals.  He is also not interested in 

half-hearted commitment and partial obedience.  Allah gave us 

emotions, so we could perform our acts of obedience with deep and 

genuine feelings, not faked ones.   Full obedience to Allah means 

that you should fulfill all His commands wholeheartedly, joyfully 

and with enthusiasm.  Allah condemns those who fulfill commands 

without enthusiasm and considers them as the hypocrites, as He 

said: 

لَةِ ٝةَمُٮا ٠ُكَةلََ  }        554 :ا٣نكةء {وَإِذَا ٝةَمُٮا إلََِ الىٍّ

―And when they stand for prayers, they stand unenthusiastically.‖ 

(Al-Nisaa 4:142)  

Our understanding of obedience extends far beyond the prescribed 

rituals (i.e., prayers, fasting, reading the Holy Quran , and Hajj).   

These rituals are important to purify our soul to help us withstand 

all temptations and thus perfect all our acts of worship in 

accordance with Allah‘s commands. The concept that worship 
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covers all aspects of the person‘s life is emphasized with the 

declaration that Allah commanded us to say: 

ةل٧َِنَ  }  َٕ ِ ربَِّ ا٣ْ      544:ال٩ْٕةم  {٢ُْٝ إنٍِّ وَلَتِِ وَنكُُكِِ وَمََيْةَيَ وَم٧ََةتِِ لِلٍَّ

―Say: "My prayer, my sacrifice, my life and my death, are for 

Allah, the Lord of the worlds.‖ (Al-Anaam 6:162) 

Therefore, believers are in a state of obedience to Allah all the 

time.   However, full obedience to Allah requires full surrender to 

Him. Surrender means that you obey Allah‘s command, even if you 

do not understand the wisdom behind it.  When you surrender to 

Allah, you will not surrender to anyone or anything else; nothing is 

more powerful and liberating than surrendering your life to Allah.   

However, surrendering to Allah is not passive resignation, fatalism, 

or an excuse for laziness; it is not accepting the status quo.  

Surrendering does not mean giving up rational thinking, Allah does 

not want you to waste the mind He gave you to serve Him. 

Surrendering is not repressing and stifling your personality. 

The Quran gives us many examples of the obedience that Allah 

expects and commends.  The most compelling are those of Prophet 

Ibrahim‘.  He obeyed Allah‘s command to leave his infant and only 

son, Prophet Ismael, with his wife, Hajar, alone in the arid desert of 

Mecca. Then, later when Prophet Ismael grew up and became an 

impressive youth, Prophet Ibrahim was commanded to sacrifice 

him.  He proceeded with the process of sacrificing him.  Also, the 

reaction of the young son, Prophet Ishmael, is another example of 
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obedience. He accepted Allah‘s commands when he was informed 

by his father of it. The scene is presented to us by Allah in the 

following verse: 

ؿْ ٦َةذَا دؿََى ٝةَلَ  } ُْ َٟ ٚةَجْ ذبَُْْ
َ
نِّّ أ

َ
رَى فِِ ال٧ََْ٪ةمِ أ

َ
عَْْ ٝةَلَ يةَ بُنٍَِّ إنِِّّ أ ٫ُ الكٍّ َٕ ٦َ َٖ ة ث٤ََ ثخَِ  ٧َ٤ٍَّٚ

َ
يةَ أ

 ْ٢َٕ ةثؿِِي٨ اذْ ُ ٨َِ٦ َالىٍّ      534 :الىةٚةت {٦َة دؤُْمَؿُ قَذَضِؽُنِّ إنِْ مَةءَ اللٍَّ

―Then, when (the son, Prophet Ismael) reached the age at which he 

could work with him, he (Prophet Ibrahim) said: "O my son! I have 

seen in my sleep that I am slaughtering you, consider it, what is 

your opinion?" (The son) said: "O my father! do as you are 

commanded: you will find me, if Allah wills, one of those who are 

patient." (Al-Safat 37:102) 

Full obedience means that you should do everything exactly as 

Allah has commanded, exactly the way He described it and at the 

exact time He specified without delays or procrastination.  Full 

obedience means that you obey without objections or reservations 

and without asking for clarification.  Allah does not owe us any 

explanation.  Understanding can wait, but obedience cannot.  Allah 

Says: 

مْؿ٬ِِ  } 
َ
نْ يسَُٮنَ ل٭٥َُُ الْْيَِرَةُ ٨ْ٦ِ أ

َ
مْؿًا أ

َ
ُ وَرقَُٮلُُ أ ٥ْ و٦ََة كََنَ ل٧ُِؤ٨ٍ٦ِْ وَلََ مُؤ٦ِْ٪حٍَ إذَِا َٝضََ اللٍَّ

لَلًَ ٦ُجيًِ٪ة ًَ  ٍّ٢ ًَ ؽْ  َٞ َ وَرقَُٮلَُ ذَ ْٕهِ اللٍَّ اـب {...و٨ْ٦ََ حَ     34 :الْظ

―It is not befitting for a Believer, man or woman, when a matter has 

been decided by Allah and His Messenger to have a choice about 
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the matter; and whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger has 

gone astray falling into a clear error.‖ (Al-Ahzab 33:36)  

َٟ لََ يؤ٦ُُِْ٪ٮنَ ظَتٍِّ ي١ََُِّ  }  ِ ة ٚلََ وَرَبّ كِ٭٥ِْ ظَؿصًَة م٧ٍِّ ُٛ جْ
َ
٧ُٮكَ ذي٧َِة مَضَؿَ ثيََْ٪٭٥ُْ ث٥ٍُّ لََ يََِؽُوا فِِ أ

يخَْ وَيك٧ُِّ٤َُٮا تك٤َْي٧ًِة ٌَ     44 :ا٣نكةء  {َٝ

―By your Lord, they will not believe, until they make you the judge 

in all the disputes between them and then find no discomfort in 

their souls against what you have decided and surrender to it in 

total submission.‖ (Al-Nisaa 4:65) 

Partial obedience by selectively following certain commands while 

ignoring others is not true obedience. Allah gives a serious warning 

to those who engage in this behavior: 

ْـيٌ فِِ } َٟ ٦ِ٪س٥ُْْ إلٍَِّ ػِ ِ ٢ُ ذَل َٕ ْٛ اءُ ٨ْ٦َ حَ َـ ْٕيٍ ذ٧ََة صَ ؿُونَ ثجَِ ُٛ ْٕيِ ا١ِْ٣ذَةبِ وَدسَْ ذَذُؤ٦ُِْ٪ٮنَ ثجَِ
َ
أ

ة٢ٍِٚ  َ٘ ِ ُ ث ؾَابِ و٦ََة اللٍَّ َٕ مَؽِّ ا٣ْ
َ
جيَْة وَيٮَمَْ ا٣ْٞيَِة٦َحِ يؿَُدَّونَ إلََِ أ ٤٧َْٕٮُنَ الَْْيَةةِ الََّ ة تَ  84 :الْٞؿة {خ٧ٍَّ

"Do you believe in part of the scripture and disbelieve in others?  

The reward for those who do so is shame in this life and the most 

grievous doom in the hereafter. For Allah is not unaware of what 

you do" (Al-Baqarah 2:85).  

Obedience to Allah‘s commands extends far beyond performing 

rituals; it includes all acts of charity, business dealings, and our 

responses to difficulties and challenges. Allah says:    



 82 

 { ْ نْ دٮ٣ََُّٮا وصُُٮ٬َس٥ُْ ٝج٢ََِ ال٧َْشْْرقِِ وَال
َ
ِ وَالْحٮَمِْ ٣يَفَْ ا٣بٍِِّْ أ ْ٘ؿبِِ و٣ََس٨ٍِّ ا٣بٍِِّْ ٨ْ٦َ آ٨َ٦َ ثةِللٍَّ ٧َ

ؿْبَِ وَالْحذََةمََ وَال٧َْكَ  ُٞ ة٠نَِ الِْػِؿِ وَال٧َْلَن١َِحِ وَا١ِْ٣ذَةبِ وَالجٍّبيِّنَِ وَآتَِ ال٧َْةلَ عََلَ ظُج٫ِِّ ذَويِ ا٣ْ

ٝةَمَ 
َ
ةن٤ِنَِ وَفِِ الؿِّٝةَبِ وَأ بي٢ِِ وَالكٍّ ٭ْؽ٥ِْ٬ِ إذَِا عَا٬َؽُوا وَاب٨َْ الكٍّ َٕ ِ كََةَ وَال٧ُْٮٚٮُنَ ث ّـٍ لَةَ وَآتَِ ال الىٍّ

ٮنَ  ُٞ َٟ ٥ُ٬ُ ال٧ُْذٍّ ِ و٣َه
ُ
ِي٨َ وَؽَٝٮُا وَأ َٟ الٍَّ ِ و٣َه

ُ
سِ أ

ْ
اءِ وظَِنَ الَْْأ ٍّ قَةءِ وَالضٍَّّ

ْ
ةثؿِِي٨َ فِِ الَْْأ   {وَالىٍّ

 577 :الْٞؿة

―It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards the East or 

the West; but it is righteousness to believe in Allah, the Last Day, 

the Angels, the Book, and the Prophets. And to spend of your 

wealth in spite of love for it to your kin, the orphans, the needy, the 

wayfarer, those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves. And to be 

steadfast in prayer and give the Zakat (charity).  And to fulfill the 

contracts that they have made. And to be firm and patient, in pain 

and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the 

people of truth, and they are the righteous‖. (Al-Baqarah 2:177) 

A crucial aspect of obedience is glorifying Allah and declaring His 

praise. The Arabic term for this is "Tasbeeh," which appears in the 

Holy Quran  over 80 times. Allah says:  

يَّ يـَ  } 
َ
ِي٨َ ءَا٦َُ٪ٮاْ ٱذ   ة٭أ ْ ٱلٍَّ َ ذ٠ِ   ٠ُؿُوا اٱللٍَّ ا ؿًً۬ وِيلً  ؿَةًً۬ ( وقََجّعُِٮهُ ثسُ  ٤١) ٠َسيًِرً۬

َ
   54-55:الْظـاب {وَأ

―O you who believe, Remember Allah with much remembrance; 

(41) And glorify Him morning and evening.‖ (Al-Azab 33:41-42) 

ؽِ  َٚكَجّطِ  }  َٟ  ب٧َِْ  ِ ٨ رَبّ ُِ  ـ  ٨ِ٦َّ  وَ َٟ ظَتٍِّ   جُؽ  وَٱخ   ٩٨ ضِؽِي٨َ ٱلكٍّ َٟ  رَبٍّ تيَِ
 
َ  يأَ  88–89: الحجر{ِٞنُ ٱلح 
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―So, glorify the praises of your Lord and be among those who 

prostrate themselves (before Him). (98)  And worship your Lord 

until comes to you the certainty (death). ― (Al-Hajr 15:98-99) 

To truly fulfill this command and glorify Allah with certainty and 

conviction, one must study His creations, a point emphasized in 

many Quranic verses. Thus, studying all forms of science is a key 

element of obedience to Allah. Allah not only praises those who 

study His creations but also attributes disbelief to those who do not 

appreciate them. Allah says:  

وَل٥َ  } 
َ
ؿُوٓ  يؿََ  أ َٛ ِي٨َ زَ ْ ٱلٍَّ نٍّ  ا

َ
 ـ  أ ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ

َ ٞ   ةًًٞ۬ جَذَة رَت  كَ ضَ رۡتِ وَٱلْ  ذَ َٛ  ـ ذَ ٤   ۖ ٭٧َُةَ٪ َٕ كٍُّ  ٧َةءِٓ ٱل   ٨٦َِ  َ٪ةوصََ

ٚلََ   حٍَّۖ  ءٍ شََ  
َ
 03الأنبياء:  {٦ُِ٪ٮنَ يؤُ   أ

―Did the disbelievers not see that the heavens and the earth were 

joined together, then We parted them and We made from water 

every living thing. Would they still not believe?‖ (Al-Anbiya 

21:30) 

 ـ  ِٜ إنٍِّ فِِ ػ٤َ  }  ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ ِٙ وَٱػ   رۡضِ تِ وَٱلْ   ـ ِٟ وَٱلجٍّ٭َةرِ وَٱ٣   ٢ِ ٱلحٍّ   ذ٤َِ  ٤ َ  فِِ  ؿىِٱ٣ٍّتِِ تَ   ُٛ ؿِ ٱلْ  ث٧َِة  ع 

 ٓ ُٓ ٱلجٍّةسَ و٦ََة َٛ لَ  يَ٪ َـ ٩
َ
ٓ  أ ٧َة ُ ٨َِ٦ ٱلكٍّ ٓ  ءِ ٱللٍَّ ة يَة ءًٍ۬ ٨٦ِ ٦ٍّ ظ 

َ
  ث٫ِِ  ٚأَ

َ ٕ   رۡضَ ٱلْ  ِ  ؽَ بَ د  كِّ ة ٨٦ِ ٭ذيِ وَبرٍَّ  ة٭مَٮ 

ِٙ  ثٍّحًٍ۬ دَآ ِي  ـ  وَدصََ  عَةبِ ٱل   طِ ٱلؿِّيَ ؿِ وَٱلكٍّ َ  ٧ُكَؼٍّ ٓ  بَن  ٧َة   ءِ ٱلكٍّ
َ  ـ  رۡضِ وَٱلْ  يَ

َ
مًٍ۬  خًٍ۬ لَْ ٮ  َٞ ِ ٤ِٞٮُنَ  ٣ّ  ٕ  {حَ

     461 :الْٞؿة

―Surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the 

alternation of night and day, and the ships that sail in the sea 
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carrying what benefits mankind, and in the water Allah sends down 

from the sky reviving with it the earth after it was dead; and in 

every creations He has scattered on it (earth), and in the 

movements of the winds and the cloud subjected for service 

between heaven and earth, are signs for those who have 

understanding. ‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:164) 

 ـ  ِٜ إنٍِّ فِِ ػ٤َ  } ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ ِٙ وَٱػ   رۡضِ تِ وَٱلْ   ـ  ـ  ةرِ ٭وَٱلجٍّ  ٢ِ ٱلحٍّ   ذ٤َِ يَ

َ
وْلِِ  خًٍ۬ لَْ

ُ   لِّْ
َ  ـتِ ٱلْ  َ آل عمران: {لْ 

593    

Surely, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and in the 

alternation of night and day are signs for those who have intellect. 

(Al-Emran 3:190) 

Studying the universe and all its creations is required not only to 

foster awe of Allah but also to utilize these creations to fulfill our 

role on earth as Allah‘s vicegerents. Another important element of 

glorifying Allah is living in harmony with all other creations that 

constantly glorify Him, even if we do not understand their 

language. Allah says:  

ءٍ إلٍَِّ يكَُجّطُِ ب٧َِْْؽِهِ و٣َس٨َِْ لََ  }  رضُْ و٨ْ٦ََ ذيِ٭٨ٍِّ وَإِنْ ٨ْ٦ِ شََْ
َ
ُٓ وَالْْ جْ ٧َةوَاتُ الكٍّ  تكَُجّطُِ لَُ الكٍّ

٭ُٮنَ تكَْبيِعَ٭٥ُْ إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ كََنَ  َٞ ْٛ ٮرًا تَ ُٛ       55 :الْساء {ظ٤َي٧ًِة دَ

―The seven heavens and the earth, and all beings therein, declare 

His glory: there is not a thing but celebrates His praise; but you do 

not understand how they declare His glory! Surely, He is Oft 

Forbearing, Most Forgiving! ―(Al-Isra 17:44) 
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ُـ ال١َِْْي٥ُ  }  ـِي َٕ رضِْ و٬َُٮَ ا٣ْ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ ِ ٦َة فِِ الكٍّ    5: الْؽيؽ { .قَجٍّطَ لِلٍَّ

―Whatever is in the heavens and on Earth, declares the Praises and 

Glory of Allah: for He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.‖ (Al-

Hadeed 57:1; Al-Hashir 59:1; Al-Saaf 61:1) 

This life is a trust, and a key element of demonstrating our 

obedience to Allah involves effectively using our unique talents 

and abilities. Perfecting any profession that creates value for 

mankind is an act of worship, as it fulfills the trust that Allah 

granted us. The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

أخشعٗ أثٛ ٠ٍْٝ (. "ئْ الله ٠ؾت ئرا ًّّ أؽذوُ ّّلا أْ ٠زمٕٗ" :صلى الله عليه وسلملبي إٌجٟ 

 )ٚاٌيجشأٟ، ّٓ ّبئؾخ سمٟ الله ّٕٙب

 ―Allah loves that when one of you does something to perfect it.‖ 

This point is further emphasized by the Prophet (peace and blessing 

be upon Him) when asked about Ihsan (perfection and excellence), 

he said: 

"فأٗ ٠شان الإؽغبْ أْ رْجذ الله وأٔه رشاٖ، فاْ ٌُ رىٓ رشاٖ"  سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ فٟ فؾ١ؾٗ 

―Ihsan (perfection/excellence) is to worship Allah as if you see 

Him and if you don‘t see Him, you should know that He sees you.‖ 

Thus, perfecting any beneficial work is an act of obedience to 

Allah. Regarding preferred professions, scholars have different 

opinions. Some favor agricultural professions, citing the Prophet‘s 

saying:  
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ِب ِٓ ِغٍُ ٠غشط غشعب أٚ ٠ضسُ صسّب ف١أوً ِٕٗ ى١ش أٚ ئٔغبْ أٚ " :صلى الله عليه وسلملبي إٌجٟ 

 " سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ فٟ فؾ١ؾٗث١ّٙخ ئلا وبْ ٌٗ ثٗ فذلخ

―No Muslim will ever plant a tree or cultivate a crop that feed a 

man, a bird or an animal except it will be recorded for him as a 

charity.‖ 

Others advocate for industrial professions, supported by the 

Prophet‘s hadith:  

٠ذٖ، ٚئْ ٔجٟ الله  "ِب أوً أؽذ ىْبِب لو خ١شا ِٓ أْ ٠أوً ِٓ ًّّ :صلى الله عليه وسلملبي إٌجٟ 

 " سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ فٟ فؾ١ؾٗداٚد ١ٍّٗ اٌغلاَ وبْ ٠أوً ِٓ ًّّ ٠ذٖ

―The best food one can eat is the one paid for by the person‘s labor; 

Prophet David used to eat from what his hands earned.‖ (We know 

that Prophet David was a steel maker.) 

Those favoring commercial professions quote the Prophet‘s hadith:  

" سٚاٖ اٌزبعش اٌقذٚق ٠ؾؾش ِِ إٌج١١ٓ ٚاٌقذ٠م١ٓ ٚاٌؾٙذاء" :صلى الله عليه وسلملبي إٌجٟ 

 اٌزشِزٞ فٟ عٕٕٗ

―The honest merchant will be resurrected with the Prophets, the 

truly faithful and the martyrs.‖ 

Scholars conclude that there is no absolute preference among 

professions; value is based on societal needs and addressing 

existing shortages. 
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Obedience to Allah demonstrates true love for Him and secures His 

blessings and love, as He said:  

يٞنَِ  } ؽِّ ٤يَ٭٥ِْْ ٨َ٦ِ الجٍّبيِّنَِ وَالىِّ َٔ  ُ ٥َ اللٍَّ َٕ جْ
َ
ِي٨َ أ َٓ الٍَّ ٦َ َٟ ِ و٣َه

ُ
َ وَالؿٍّقُٮلَ َٚأ ِٓ اللٍَّ ُِ  و٨ْ٦ََ يُ

ة  ًٞ َٟ رَذيِ ِ و٣َه
ُ
ةلِْنَِ وظََك٨َُ أ ٭َؽَاءِ وَالىٍّ       49 :ا٣نكةء {وَالنَّ

―Those who obey Allah, and the Messenger are with those whom 

Allah has blessed, namely the Prophets, the truly faithful, the 

martyrs and the righteous, and how excellent they are as 

companions.‖ (Al-Nisa 4:69) 

ٮنِِ يَُ   تُُجَِّٮنَ  ٠ُ٪ذ٥ُ   إنِ ٢ُٝ   }  ُٕ َ ٚٱَدٍّجِ ٘   ججِ س٥ُُ ٱللٍَّ ُ وَيَ ٮرًٌ۬ وَ  ۗ ٮبَس٥ُ  ذ٩ُُ  ٣س٥َُ   ٛؿِ  ٱللٍَّ ُٛ ُ دَ  رٍّظِي٥ًٌ۬  ٱللٍَّ

(31  ٢ُٝ )  ْ ٮا ُٕ ي َِ
َ
َ وَٱلؿٍّقُٮلَ  أ ْ ٚإَنِ دٮ٣ٍََّٮ   ۖ ٱللٍَّ َ لََ يَُتَِّ ٱ٣   ٚإَنٍِّ  ا  ـٛؿِي٨َِ ٱللٍَّ              34-35 :آل ٧ٔؿان { ١َ

―Say: "If you really love Allah then follow me and Allah will love 

you and forgive for you your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful." (31) Say: "Obey Allah and the Messenger.  But if 

they turn away, then Allah does not like the disbelievers‖ (Al-

Emran 3: 31-32) 

2. Love of Allah:   

Love of Allah is essential for full obedience. Fear might secure 

some obedience but never full obedience. All of Allah‘s commands 

are for our benefit because He loves us, and our love for Him 

should be natural and expected. For those who rebel against Allah‘s 

commands, He will easily replace them with others whom He loves 

and who love Him: 
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ٮْمٍ يَُجَِّ٭٥ُْ وَيُعِجَّٮ٫َ٩ُ  } َٞ ِ ُ ث تِِ اللٍَّ
ْ
٨ ديِ٪٫ِِ َٚكَٮفَْ يأَ َٔ ِي٨َ آ٦َُ٪ٮا ٨٦َ يؿَْدؽٍَّ ٦ِ٪س٥ُْ  ٭َة الٍَّ حَّ

َ
 {يةَ أ

  45 :ا٧٣ةاؽة

―O you who believe, if anyone from you repel from his faith, Allah 

will bring a people whom He loves and who love Him.‖ (Al-Maeda 

5:54) 

This verse shows that Allah‘s love for us precedes our love for 

Him. Therefore, our love for Allah should surpass our love for 

anything else. Allah says: 

مْٮَالٌ ارْتََذَْذ٧ُُٮ٬َة  }
َ
نِيَردس٥ُُْ وَأ َٔ زْوَاصُس٥ُْ وَ

َ
بْ٪ةَؤز٥ُُْ وَإِػْٮَا٩س٥ُُْ وَأ

َ
٢ُْٝ إنِْ كََنَ آثةَؤز٥ُُْ وَأ

ِ وَرقَُٮلِِ وصَِ٭َةدٍ فِِ قَبي٤ِِ  ظَتٍّ إلَِحس٥ُْْ ٨َ٦ِ اللٍَّ
َ
ٮْجَ٭َة أ ًَ ٫ِ وَتِةَرَةٌ تََنَْٮْنَ ٠َكَةد٬ََة وَمَكَةز٨ُِ دؿَْ

ةقِٞنِ ذَتَََ  َٛ ٮمَْ ا٣ْ َٞ ُ لََ حَ٭ْؽِي ا٣ْ مْؿهِِ وَاللٍَّ
َ
ُ ثأِ تَِِ اللٍَّ

ْ
    45التوبت: {بٍّىُٮا ظَتٍِّ يأَ

―Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your spouses, and 

your clan; and the wealth you have earned; the business you are 

afraid to decline; and the homes you like are dearer to you than 

Allah and His Messenger and striving in His way - then wait until 

Allah comes with His command. Allah does not guide the 

rebellious.‖ (Al-Tawba 9:24) 

Allah contrasts believers with others by saying: 

ِ ۖ و٨َ٦َِ الجٍّ } ٩ؽَادًا يَُجَِّٮجَ٭٥ُْ ٠َعُتِّ اللٍَّ
َ
ِ أ ِي٨َ  ةسِ ٨٦َ حَذٍّؼِؾُ ٨٦ِ دُونِ اللٍَّ مَؽَّ  آ٦َُ٪ٮا وَالٍَّ

َ
ِ  ظُجًّة أ ٍّ  {لّلَِ

      :الْٞؿة
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―Among the people there are some who take others besides Allah, 

they love them like the love due to Allah, but those of believe are 

most firm in their love for Allah.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:165) 

Love is not merely an emotional feeling; it is a commitment 

demonstrated by actions. While our love for Allah is shown 

through our commitment to obey Him, His love for us is shown 

through His extensive support and continuous guidance. In the 

famous hadith Qudsi, Allah says:  

 :: ئْ الله لبي -فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ  -ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي : لبي سعٛي الله 

ِٓ ّبدٜ ٌٟ ١ٌٚب فمذ آرٔزٗ ثبٌؾشة ، ِٚب رمشة ئٌٟ ّجذٞ ثؾٟء أؽت ئٌٟ ِّب "

افزشمذ ١ٍّٗ ، ِٚب ٠ضاي ّجذٞ ٠زمشة ئٌٟ ثبٌٕٛافً ؽزٝ أؽجٗ ، فارا أؽججزٗ وٕذ عّْٗ 

اٌزٞ ٠غِّ ثٗ ، ٚثقشٖ اٌزٞ ٠جقش ثٗ ، ٠ٚذٖ اٌزٟ ٠جيؼ ثٙب ، ٚسعٍٗ اٌزٟ ٠ّؾٟ ثٙب ، 

 .فٟ فؾ١ؾٗ سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ" ْبرٟٔ لأ١ّزٔٗ ٚئْ عإٌٟٔ لأّي١ٕٗ ، ٌٚئٓ اعز

―Whosoever shows enmity to my Wali (one whom I am His 

guardian), I will declare war against him.  My slave does not draw 

nearer to me by anything more than what I made obligatory upon 

him.  And my slave continues to draw closer to me with ―Nawafel‖ 

(supererogatory) deeds until I love him.  When I love him, I 

become his hearing that he hears with; his sight that he sees with, 

his hand that he grips with, his foot that he walks with and if he 

asks Me I‘ll give him and if he seeks my refuge, I will protect him, 

and I do not hesitate about anything I am doing as much as I 

hesitate to take his soul because I know he hates death and I hate to 

hurt him.‖  
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One of the scholars offered ten recommendations that result in 

Allah‘s love for you and your love for Him: 

1. Reciting the Qur‘an while reflecting on its meanings. 

2. Performing voluntary deeds in addition to obligatory ones. 

3. Engaging in voluntary prayers during the last portion of the 

night and concluding with repentance and seeking 

forgiveness. 

4. Remembering Allah in all circumstances, with your tongue, 

heart, and actions. 

5. Prioritizing what Allah loves over what you love. 

6. Keeping your heart aware of Allah‘s Names and Attributes. 

7. Observing and acknowledging Allah‘s blessings, whether 

obvious or hidden. 

8. Having a heart that is soft, subdued, and humble before 

Allah. 

9. Keeping the company of sincere and knowledgeable 

believers, benefiting from their most fruitful knowledge. 

10. Avoiding anything that comes between Allah and your heart. 

Your love for Allah is demonstrated by your reaction when facing 

difficulties.  

True love means that when you encounter any problem, pain, 

sickness, or misfortune, you acknowledge it as a manifestation of 

Allah‘s love, helping you fulfill His purpose in your life, and you 

are content with it. Only through true love for Allah will you 

experience peace, freedom, and His power in your life.   
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We demonstrate our love for Allah through our praise of Him and 

repentance for our shortcomings. Knowing that Allah sees, hears, 

and records everything we do, our love for Him should strongly 

motivate us to avoid anything displeasing to Him. However, Allah 

understands our weaknesses and has instituted repentance to allow 

us to erase our embarrassing actions. 

Repentance is like a software tool that allows you to edit your life‘s 

video by removing your sins. Granting us this ability is a clear 

manifestation of Allah‘s love, as He does not want to embarrass us 

on the Day of Judgment. Our love for Him is demonstrated by 

using repentance because we do not want to be embarrassed before 

Him. 

The following verse from Surat Al-Tawba reveals Allah‘s love by 

accepting our repentance even before we make it:   

٤يَ٭٥ِْْ لِحذَُٮبُٮا ۚ  } َٔ َ  إنٍِّ  ث٥ٍُّ دةَبَ        558 :التٮبح { الؿٍّظِي٥ُ  التٍّٮٍّابُ  ٬ُٮَ  اللٍَّ

He accepted their repentance, so that they may repent.  Surely 

Allah is the Most-Relenting, the Most Merciful. (Al-Tawba 9:118) 

This blessing of repentance, which Allah committed to accept from 

all human beings, is critical because the lack of its clarity in other 

religions caused major confusion. With the ability to cleanse one‘s 

soul by repenting for one's sins, the concept of original sin becomes 

irrelevant, eliminating the need for human sacrifice or incarnation 

to purify the human soul. Prophet Adam, like any other human, had 

his sin erased by his own repentance:  
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ب٫ِِّ  ٨٦ِ آدَمُ  ذَذ٤ََقٍّّ   } ٤ي٫َِْ  ذَذَةبَ  ك٧َََِةتٍ  رٍّ ابُ  ٬ُٮَ  إ٫ٍّ٩ُِ  ۚۚ َٔ      37 :الْٞؿة {ظِي٥ُ الؿٍّ  التٍّٮٍّ

―Then Adam received from his Lord Words (to repent using them). 

And his Lord accepted his repentance. No doubt, He (Allah) is the 

Most-Relenting, the Most Merciful.‖ (Al-Baqara 2:37) 

Regarding those who commit major sins, Allah says:  

 ـ } ٌَ ٙ  يُ ؾَابُ  لَُ  َٕ َٕ  ـ٧َحِ  يٮَ مَ  ٱ٣  يَِ لُ   ٱ٣ٞ  ٢َ٧ِ خ٧ََلًً۬ ٦٩) مُ٭َة٩ةً ذي٫ِۦِ وَيَؼ  َٔ  ( إلٍَِّ ٨٦َ دةَبَ وَءَا٨َ٦َ وَ

ة  ـ٤عًًِ۬ َٟ  وَ و٣ْـَ ٮِٕ
ُ
لُ  َٚأ ُ  حُجَؽِّ  ـخًٍ۬  قَيّـَِٔةد٭٥ِِ   ٱللٍَّ ُ  وَكََنَ  ۗ ظَكََ٪ ا ٱللٍَّ ٮرًً۬ ُٛ ة دَ      73-49 :ا٣ٛؿٝةن {رٍّظِي٧ًً۬

―The punishment will be doubles from him on the day of Judgment 

and he will remain there in agony forever. (69) except the one who 

repents, believes, and does good deeds, then Allah will replace his 

evil deeds with good ones and Allah is Most-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful.‖ (Al-Furqan 25:69-70) 

3. Gratitude to Allah 

Expressing our gratitude and thanks to Allah is a crucial element of 

worship. The first phrase in the Holy Quran  is: 

ؽُ ٱلْ َ }   ٧  ِ  ـ٧َِ٤نَ  رَبِّ  لِلٍَّ َٕ   {ٱ٣ 

―All Thanks and Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all the world‖.   

Throughout his life, the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) 

expressed his thanks to Allah and encouraged his companions to 

always be thankful. He advised them: 
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َٚلَبيَ:   ِٖ َُ أَخَزَ ث١َِذِ َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّْ ِٗ فٍََّٝ  َّ سَعُٛيَ اٌٍَّ ُٗ أَ ْٕ َّ  ُٗ َٟ اٌٍَّ ًٍ سَمِ ِٓ عَجَ َْبرِ ثْ أُٚف١ِهَ ٠َب ُِ

ِّجَبدَرِهَ  ِٓ َٚؽُغْ َٚؽُىْشِنَ  ٍََّٝ رِوْشِنَ   ِِّّٟ َّ أَ ُٙ ِّ فٍََبحٍ رَمُٛيُ: اٌٍَّ َّ فِٟ دُثُشِ وُ َّ َْبرُ، ٌَب رَذَ ُِ »

َّخَ( ُٓ خُض٠َْ ُٗ اثْ َٚفَؾَّؾَ ُٚدَ  ُٖ أَثُٛ دَا َٚا  .)سَ

―After each prayer, don‘t leave until you say: ―O Allah help me to 

always be in a state of your remembrance, your thanks, and the 

perfection of my Worship.  

Offering continuous praise and thanks to Allah fills our hearts with 

joy and increases His blessings, as He said: 

{  
َ
ذٍّنَ رَبَّس٥ُْ ٣َه٨ِْ م١ََؿْت٥ُْ لَْ

َ
      7 :إثؿا٬ي٥ {زيِؽ٩ٍَّس٥ُْ وَإِذْ دأَ

―Your Lord has decreed, if you express your gratitude, I shall 

certainly give your more (more blessings).‖ (Ibrahim 14:7) 

Therefore, expressing gratitude to Allah benefits us, as expressed 

by Luqman:  

 {  ِۚ نِ ٱم١ُْؿْ لِلٍَّ
َ
٧َةنَ ال٧َ١ِْْْحَ أ ْٞ ؽْ آديََْ٪ة ٣ُ َٞ ك٫ِِ  ين١َُْؿُ  ٚإَج٧ٍَِّة ين١َُْؿْ  و٨٦ََ و٣ََ ْٛ ؿَ  و٨٦ََ ۖۚ لِجَ َٛ  ٚإَنٍِّ  زَ

نٌِِّ حَيِؽٌ  َٗ  َ  54 :٧ٞ٣ةن {ٱللٍَّ

―We gave wisdom on Luqman: "Be grateful to Allah", and 

whoever is grateful, his gratitude is for his own self; but if any is 

ungrateful, indeed Allah is free of all needs, worthy of all praise‖. 

(Luqman 31:12) 

Gratitude to Allah is expressed not only through words but also 

through actions. Allah says:  
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ْ ٱخ   }  ادَ م١ُ  ۥءَالَ دَاوُ  ٤٧َٮُا ١ُٮرُ  ِٔجَةدِىَ  ٨ِ٦ّ   و٤ََٝي٢ًٌِ۬   ۚؿًً۬       53 :قجأ {ٱلنٍّ

"O family of David, work for expressing thanks! but few of My 

slaves are grateful!" (Sabaa 34:13) 

In this verse, Allah commands the family of David to express their 

gratitude through actions that may involve the following five 

aspects:  

1. Attributing blessings to Allah, the provider. 

2. Using blessings in obedience to Allah and according to His 

commandments. 

3. Not allowing blessings to distract from Allah. 

4. Not using blessings to act superior or arrogant towards 

others. 

5. Thanking and praising Allah for His blessings. 

An important form of expressing gratitude is not squandering the 

gifts, resources, and opportunities granted by Allah. Use them for 

the benefit of all. Allah intentionally gifted us differently so that we 

complement each other. He watches how we apply our abilities, 

whether we use them properly or waste them. Fully using one‘s 

abilities is essential for a strong society, as the Prophet (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) illustrated: 

اٌّإِٓ ―ؽْشٞ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ أْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي: ّٓ أثٟ ِٛعٝ الأ

َُّ ؽَجّه ث١ٓ أَفبثْٗ ْْنب، صُ ْْنُٗ ثَ ١ْٕبْ ٠َؾُذُّ ثَ  )سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ( ‖ٌٍِّْإِْٓ وبٌجُ
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 ―A believer to another believer is as a structure in which each part 

supports the other parts.‖  

A person who does not fully apply their knowledge and talents 

creates a weakness in society‘s structure, leading to its potential 

collapse. Thus, society‘s survival depends on each person fully 

utilizing their abilities. This is supported by the Prophet‘s saying: 

ئْ الله ٠ؾت ئرا ًّّ  ‖ّبئؾخ سمٟ الله ّٕٙب أْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبيّٓ 

 )أخشعٗ أثٛ ٠ٍْٝ ٚاٌيجشأٟ (.‖أؽذوُ ّّلا أْ ٠زمٕٗ

―Indeed, Allah loves that whoever is assigned a task must perform 

it with perfection.‖   

4. Trust in Allah    

Complete trust in Allah:   Having complete trust in Allah means 

having faith that He knows what is best for you. There should be 

no doubt that He will assist you in times of trouble and will never 

burden you with more than you can bear. We demonstrate our trust 

in Allah through our reactions to misfortunes. Allah has instructed 

every Muslim on what to say when facing hardships: 

 {  ٓ ُ لَجةَ ٬ُٮَ مَٮ   ٠َذتََ  ٦َة إلٍَِّ  ٢ُٝ ٨ٍّ٣ يىُِيبََ٪ة ِ ٤َٚ    َۚ٪ة٣ٮَ  ٱللٍَّ ِ وَعََلَ ٱللٍَّ ٦ُِ٪ٮنَ ٱل   يَذَٮَكٍّّ     45 :التٮبح { ٧ُؤ 

"Say, nothing will ever happen to us except what Allah has 

prescribed for us.  He is our protector and on Allah alone the 

believers should put their trust" (Al-Tawba 9:51). 
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 (Note: The Quranic phrase "Katab Allah Lana" means "what 

Allah prescribed for us," not "Katab Allah Alaina," meaning "what 

Allah prescribed upon us").   

We must fully trust that whatever Allah prescribes is for our own 

good, no matter how adverse it may seem. Allah has emphasized 

this in several verses, such as:  

َٕسَ   }  ن ذَ
َ
ْ  أ ؿ٬َُٮا ة دسَ  ٢َ وَيَ  مَي ـًًٔ۬ َٕ ًً۬  ض  ُ ذي٫ِِ ػَير        59 :ا٣نكةء { اٱللٍَّ

 "It may be that you dislike something in which Allah has placed a 

great deal of good" (Al-Nisaa 4:19). 

We also need to trust that Allah knows what is better for us than we 

do ourselves. Allah says:  

سَ   } َٔ ن وَ
َ
ْ  أ ة تُُجَِّٮا ُ   ٥ۚ  ٣ٍّسُ  شًٌَّ۬  و٬َُٮَ  مَي ـًًٔ۬ ٥َ٤ُ  وَٱللٍَّ  ٕ ٩ذ٥ُ   حَ

َ
٧َُ٤ٮنَ  لََ  وَأ  ٕ      454 :الْٞؿة { تَ

 "It is possible that love something, which is bad for you.  But 

Allah knows, and you do not know." (Al-Baqarah 2:216)   

Believing that any setback and hardship is ultimately for our good 

allows us to face them with patience, rather than grief. This 

perspective towards misfortune is unique to believers. Allah says:   

ءًٍ۬  ٤ٮ٩ٍَُّس٥ُوَلَججَ   }  َٮ فِ  ٨ِ٦َّ  بشَِ  ُٮ ِ  ٱلْ  هًٍ۬  وَٱلْ   ٞ ٮَ  ٨ِ٦َّ  وَجَ م 
َ فِ  لِ اٱلْ  ُٛ ٩

َ ِ وَ   تِۗ اوَٱلث٧ٍَّؿَ  وَٱلْ  بشَّْرِ

 ـ  ٓ 155) بِِِي٨َ ٱلىٍّ ِي٨َ إذَِا  ـجَذ ٭٥ُ ( ٱلٍَّ وَ
َ
ىِيجَحًٌ۬  أ َّ٦  ْ ِ  إ٩ٍِّة ٝةَلٮُٓا ٓ  لِلٍَّ ة ُٕٮنَ ارَ  إلَِح ٫ِ  وَإِجٍّ و٣ْـَ  156) صِ

ُ
َٟ ( أ  ٮِٕ

٤يَ   بّ٭٥ِِ   ٨ِ٦ّ تًٌ۬ او٤َٮََ  ٥  ٭َٔ َحًٌ۬  رٍّ َٟ  ۖ وَرحَ  و٣ْـَ ٮِٕ
ُ
ذَؽُونَ  ٥٬ُُ  وَأ  547–544 :الْٞؿة { ٱل ٧ُ٭ 
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"We will surely test you with some fear and hunger, and some loss 

in wealth, lives and the fruits of your labor. But give glad tidings to 

those who are patient.  (155) Who say when misfortune strikes 

them: We belong to Allah and to Him is our return. (156) Those are 

the ones upon whom Allah grants blessing and mercy, and they are 

the rightly guided." (Al-Baqarah 2:155-157). 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) directed Muslims to 

respond to any misfortune by saying:   

ِب ِٓ ّجذ ٠قبة ثّق١جخ ف١مٛي: ئٔب لله ٚئٔب ئ١ٌٗ ―أٔٗ لبي:  صلى الله عليه وسلمصجذ ّٓ إٌجٟ 

ساعْْٛ، اٌٍُٙ آعشٟٔ فٟ ِق١جزٟ، ٚأخٍف ٌٟ خ١شًا ِٕٙب؛ ئلا آعشٖ الله فٟ ِق١جزٗ، 

 ‖ٚأخٍف ٌٗ خ١شًا ِٕٙب.

"Verily, we belong to Allah and verily, unto Him shall we return. O 

Allah! Reward me for the calamity that has befallen me and grant 

me better than what I lost." 

Money as a Test of Trust in Allah 

One of the tests Allah has instituted to evaluate our trust in Him is 

money. For many, money is the greatest test of all. It is said that 

you cannot serve both God and money, and your heart will follow 

whatever you treasure. Allah made money a key test for every 

Muslim by making it the third pillar of Islam (zakat). How you 

manage your worldly wealth directly reflects your spiritual wealth. 

A time will come when we regret the missed opportunities to spend 

money on charity, but then it will be too late. Allah reminds us:  
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ٮا  }  ُٞ ِٛ٩
َ
ةوَأ  ـس٥ُ م٧ٍِّ ن رَج٢ِْ  ٨ِ٦ّ رَزرََْ٪

َ
تَِِ  أ

ْ
ظَؽَز٥ُُ  يأَ

َ
ٮلَ رَبِّ لٮَْلََٓ  أ ُٞ ؿْدنَِِٓ  ٱل٧َْٮتُْ ذَيَ ػٍّ

َ
ص٢ٍَ   إلََِ   أ

َ
 أ

وٍّ  َٝؿِيتٍ  
َ
 ـ َٚأ ز٨ُ ٨َِ٦ّ ٱلىٍّ

َ
قَ وَأ        53 :ا٧٣٪ةٚٞٮن {٤عِِنَ ؽٍّ

―Spend from what We have provided you before death comes to 

one of you and he would say: ‗My Lord, if You would only delay 

things for me for a short time, then I will give charity and become 

one of the doers of good.‖ (Al-Munafeqoun 63:10) 

When an opportunity arises to give to charity and you withhold, it 

will be to your loss. Allah says: 

٩ذ٥ُْ ٬َـ   }
َ
ٮْنَ  ٬َـ ؤُلََءِٓ  أ َٔ ٮا دؽُْ ُٞ ٨ حَجؼ٢َُْ و٨٦ََ حَجؼ٢َْْ ٚإَج٧ٍَِّة حَجؼ٢َُْ  قَبي٢ِِ  فِِ  لِتُ٪ِٛ ِ ٧َِٚ٪س٥ُ ٦ٍّ ٱللٍَّ

ك٫ِِ  ْٛ ٨ جٍّ ؿَآءُ  ۦَٔ َٞ ُٛ ٩ذ٥ُُ ٱ٣ْ
َ
نَِِّ وَأ َ٘ ُ ٱ٣ْ       38 :م٧َؽ {وَٱللٍَّ

―Here you are being invited to spend in the way of Allah, among 

you are some who are miser. But anyone who is miser, his 

miserliness is only at the expense of himself.  Allah is rich, and you 

are poor.‖ (Mohammad 47:38) 

Allah has warned us about Satan‘s trickery, using the fear of 

poverty to make us fail in demonstrating our trust in Allah. Allah 

said:  

 ـ  }  َُ يْ عْنَآءِۖ  ٨ُ ٱلنٍّ َٛ مُؿز٥ُُ ثٱ٣ِْ
ْ
ؿَ وَيَأ ْٞ َٛ ْ٘ٛؿَِةًًۭوَ  يَٕؽُِز٥ُُ ٱ٣ْ ُ يَِٕؽُز٥ُ ٦ٍّ ٤ًًۭة ٦ِّ٪٫ُْ  ٱللٍَّ ٌْ ُ وَ  ۚۗ وََٚ ٱللٍَّ

ٌٓ وَ   ٤ي٥ٌِ  قِ َٔ
 448 :الْٞؿة {

"Satan threatens you with poverty and bids you to commit 

indecency.  But Allah promises you His forgiveness and bounties 

and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing." (Al-Baqarah 2: 268) 
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Knowing that Satan will use the fear of poverty, Allah emphasizes 

His promise of goodness and prosperity in this life and the 

hereafter for those who spend in charity for Allah‘s sake. Allah 

says:  

ٮٓ  }  ُٔ ِْ٘ٛؿَةٍ   إلََِ   اوقََةرِ بّس٥ُِْ  ٨ِ٦ّ ٦َ ٭َة وصََ٪ٍّحٍ   رٍّ ًُ ؿْ  ـوَ تُ  َٔ ٧َ رضُْ  ٱلكٍّ
َ
تْ  وَٱلْْ ِٔؽٍّ

ُ
( ١٣٣) ل٧ُْ٤ِذٍّٞنَِ  أ

 ٓ ا ٍّ ٮنَ فِِ ٱلسٍَّّ ُٞ ِي٨َ يُ٪ِٛ اءِٓ  ءِ ٱلٍَّ ٍّ     535 -533 :آل ٧ٔؿان { وَٱلضٍَّّ

"Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and for a garden that 

expands the heavens and the earth prepared for the righteous (133) 

Those who spend (in cause of Allah) in prosperity and in 

adversity." (Al-Imran 3:133-134) 

The money we spend is an investment with a huge return. Allah 

says:  

٦ْوَ   } 
َ
ٮنَ أ ُٞ ِي٨َ يُ٪ِٛ س٢َُ ٱلٍَّ نۢ قَبي٢ِِ  فِِ  ل٭٥َُْ ٦ٍّ

َ
ِ ٧َ٠َس٢َِ ظَجٍّحٍ أ َٓ  جَذَخْ ٱللٍَّ  قُنۢج٤ُحٍَ   كُِّ  فِِ  قََ٪ةث٢َِ  قَجْ

 ـ وَ  ۚۗ ظَجٍّحٍ   ٦ِّةاحَُ  ٌَ ُ يُ ُٙ ٱللٍَّ ُ وَ  وَ  ۚۗ ينََآءُ  ل٨٧َِ ِٕ ٌٓ ٱللٍَّ ٤ي٥ٌِ  قِ َٔ
    445 :الْٞؿة {

"The parable of those who spend their money in the way of Allah is 

that of a grain that produces seven ears, and each ear has a hundred 

grains.  Allah gives manifold increase to whom He pleases; and 

Allah is All-Embracing and All-Knowing, "(2:261). 

If you withhold because your needs are barely met, Allah addresses 

your concern by advising you not to be miserly but to be righteous 

and to place full trust in Him. Allah says:   
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َ يََ   } ِٜ ٱللٍَّ ُ  ٢َٕو٨٦ََ حَذٍّ ةمَ   ۥ لٍّ ٝ ٫ُ ( وَيَؿ  2) ؿصًًَ۬   3-4: ا٣ُلق { ۚتَكِتُ يََ   لََ  ظَي رُ  ٨٦ِ   زُ

―Whoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will grant him a way-out (2) and 

will provide for him from sources that he never anticipated.‖ (Al-

Talaq 65:2-3) 

You will surely be provided with wealth from unexpected sources 

if you trust Allah and spend in charity. After all, you are spending 

the money Allah has entrusted you with, and the resources from 

which your wealth comes will never run out. The Prophet (peace 

and blessing be upon Him) said: 

 فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ّٓ أثٟ وجؾخ ّّشٚ ثٓ عْذ الأّٔبسٜ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ أٔٗ عِّ سعٛي الله

 ِب ٔمـ ِبي ّجذ ِٓ فذلخ،  : صلاصخ ألغُ ١ٍّٙٓ ٚأؽذصىُ ؽذ٠ضبً فبؽفَٖٛ "   : ٚعٍُ ٠مٛي

ٚلا ٍٍُ ّجذ ٍَِّخ فجش ١ٍّٙب ئلا صادٖ الله ّضاً، ٚلا فزؼ ّجذ ثبة ِغأٌخ ئلا فزؼ الله 

 )سٚاٖ اٌزشِزٜ( ‖١ٍّٗ ثبة فمش،

"Three things, I swear by Allah for them, and I am going to tell you 

about them, so you should remember them well: (1) The wealth of 

a slave will not diminish by charity, (2) Allah increases in honor 

the slave who endures injustice patiently. and (3) the person who 

opens a gate of begging, Allah opens for him a gate of poverty. 

(Tirmidhi) 
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Section 6  Proper Worship 

The Quality Metrics for Proper Worship 

Proper worship must fulfill two essential requirements: sincerity 

and accuracy. Therefore, it necessitates engaging both our hearts 

and minds. 

1. Sincerity:  

Worship must be sincere and genuine. It is not just about saying the 

right words but truly meaning them. Insincere and heartless praises 

of Allah are worthless. Allah demands our sincere worship, pure 

for Him alone. He says:  

{ ٓ مِؿتُْ  ٢ُْٝ إنِِّّ
ُ
نْ  أ

َ
خْجُؽَ  أ

َ
َ م٤ُْىًًِۭ أ ُ  ةٱللٍَّ لَ ٱل٧ُْك٧ِِ٤ْنَ  *ٱلَِّي٨َ  لٍّ وٍّ

َ
زُٮنَ أ

َ
مِؿتُْ لِْ

ُ
  54-55:الـمؿ{وَأ

Say: "Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah with sincere 

devotion exclusive for Him; (11) "And I am commanded to be the 

first of those who submit." (Al-Zumur 39:11-12) 

Allah looks past our words to see the attitude of our hearts. While 

humans judge by outward appearance, Allah judges by inward 

feelings and thoughts. 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) pointed to the heart 

and said: (اٌزمٜٛ ٘ب ٕ٘ب) ―righteousness is here, righteous is here.‖   

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) also said: 
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ئْ الله لا  ‖لبي: لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ: -سمٟ الله ّٕٗ  -أثٟ ٘ش٠شح  ّٓ

 .)سٚاٖ ِغٍُ( ‖٠َٕش ئٌٝ أعغبدوُ ٚلا ئٌٝ فٛسوُ ٌٚىٓ ٠َٕش ئٌٝ لٍٛثىُ

―Verily, Allah does not look at your appearance or wealth, but 

rather He looks at your hearts.‖ (Reported by Muslim) 

Allah also teaches us that without a pure and sound heart, all we do 

is in vain. He says regarding the condition for success on the Day 

of Judgment: 

ُٓ ٦َةلًٌۭ﴿ َٛ تَِ  ( إلٍَِّ ٨٦َ  ٨٨)  بَُ٪ٮنَ  وَلََ  يٮَمَْ لََ يَ٪
َ
٤   أ َٞ ِ َ ث ۚ  تًٍ۬ ٱللٍَّ  89-88: النٕؿاء ﴾ق٤َيِمًٍ۬

―At that day neither wealth nor progeny shall be of benefit, except 

one who comes to Allah with a sound heart.‖ (26:88-89) 

2. Accuracy   

Your worship must be as Allah commanded, not as you wish. We 

cannot create our own comfortable forms of worship; they must be 

guided by the commands in the Holy Quran  and the Sunnah of His 

messenger (peace and blessing be upon Him). Scholars have stated 

that ritualistic acts of worship must follow the Prophet's (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) example. Anything else is forbidden as 

misguided innovation (bidaa). Hence, knowledge is crucial.    

Islam prioritizes seeking knowledge before actions and deeds. In 

his Book of Knowledge (ٌٍُْوزبة ا), Imam Bukhari (ٞاٌجخبس) begins 

with a chapter titled "The chapter of Knowledge before words and 

deeds‖ ( ٌمٛي الله رْبٌٝثبة اٌٍُْ لجً اٌمٛي ٚاًٌّْ  ). Knowledge guides 

actions; without it, actions are prone to error. Only through 
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knowledge can a person discern truth from falsehood, right from 

wrong, and halal from haram. Allah elevates those with knowledge, 

saying:  

ِي٨َ ءَا٦َُ٪ٮا }  ُ ٱلٍَّ ِٓ ٱللٍَّ  ـ وَ  ٦ِ٪س٥ُْ يؿََْٚ ودٮُا ٱ٥َْ٤ِْٕ٣ دَرصََ
ُ
ِي٨َ أ ٤٧َْٕٮُنَ ػَجيٌِرًۭوَ  ۚۚ خٍ  ٱلٍَّ ُ ث٧َِة تَ  {ٱللٍَّ

 55:ا٧٣ضةد٣ح

―Allah raises in ranks those of you who believe and have 

knowledge. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do‖ (Al-

Mugadala 58:11) 

The prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said,  

َٛاوِتِ― ٍََّٝ عَبئِشِ اٌْىَ َّشِ ١ٌٍََْخَ اٌْجَذْسِ  ًِ اٌْمَ َْبثِذِ وَفَنْ ٍََّٝ اٌْ  ُِ َْبٌِ ًَ اٌْ َّ فَنْ أخشعٗ أثٛ  (،― َٚئِ

 )ٚأؽّذ داٚد  ٚاٌزشِزٞ  ٚاثٓ ِبعٗ

"A learned person ('Alim) is as much superior to a worshiper 

('Abid) as the full moon is superior to all stars."  

The Prophet‘s companion Muadh ibn Jabal (ًِْبر ثٓ عج) emphasized 

the value of knowledge:  

َّْ:ّٓ ِْبر ثٓ عجً أٔٗ لبي َُ ، فَاِ ٍْ ِْ ُّٛا اٌْ ٍََّْ ِٗ خَؾْ " رَ ٌٍَِّ ُٗ َّ ٍَُّْ ِّجَبد١ََخٌرَ  ُٗ َٚىٍََجَ  ، ُٗ ُِزَاوَشَرَ َٚ حٌ، 

َٙبدٌ ُٗ عِ ْٕ َّ َٚاٌْجَؾْشَ  ُٗرَغْج١ِؼٌ،  َّ ١ٍِْْ َٚرَ ُٗ فَذَلَخٌ ،  ُّ ٍَْْ ْٓ لا ٠َ َّ ًِب ف١ََغٌِْ َٛا ِٗ أَلْ ُٗ ثِ ُِ اٌٍَّ ُْ فِٟ ، ٠َشْفَ ُٙ ٍَُْ

ُْ ِٙ ْٙزَذَٜ ثِ ُ٘ذَاحً ٠ُ َٚ َّّخً فِٟاٌْخ١َْشِ لَبدَحً،  َٚأَئِ َٙٝ اٌْخ١َْشِ رُمْ ،  ْٕزَ ٠َُٚ   ،ُْ ُٙ َّبٌُ ّْ َِكُ أَ َٚرُشْ  ،ُْ ُ٘ ُّـ آصَبسُ زَ

ُْ ِٙ َُ اٌْئٌَِٝ سَأ٠ِْ َِب ًُ ، لَبيَ، ئِ َّ َْ َٚاٌْ  ًِ َّ َْذَاءُ: رَبثَِْ ُٗ اٌغُّ ُّ َٙ ٍْ ٠ُ ، ُٗ ُٗ الَأؽْم١َِبءُُْ ُِ ٠َُٚؾْشَ  سٜٚ― [ ، 

 ]أثٛ ١ُْٔ فٟ اٌؾ١ٍخ
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―Seek knowledge, for learning it brings awareness of Allah. 

Seeking it is worship; searching for it is Jihad; teaching it to those 

who do not know is charity. With it, Allah elevates people, making 

them exemplary leaders and guides for those seeking righteousness. 

Knowledge is an Imam (leader), and deeds are its followers. Only 

the blessed are hungry for it; the wicked are deprived of it. " 

Imam Al-Hassan Al-Basri warned against actions without 

knowledge, stating,  

اٌْبًِ ٍّٝ غ١ش ٍُّ وبٌغبٌه ٍّٝ غ١ش ىش٠ك، "لبي اٌؾغٓ اٌجقشٞ سؽّٗ الله رْبٌٝ: 

ًِب ىٍجٛا اٌْجبدح ٚرشوٛا اٌٍُْ ؽزٝ ٚاٌْبًِ ٍّٝ غ١ش  ٍُّ ٠فغذ أوضش ِّب ٠قٍؼ، فاْ لٛ

خشعٛا ثأع١بفُٙ ٍّٝ أِخ ِؾّذ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ، ٌٚٛ ىٍجٛا اٌٍُْ ٌُ ٠ذٌُٙ ٍّٝ ِب 

 ]عبِِ ث١بْ اٌٍُْ ٚفنٍٗ، اثٓ ّجذاٌجش[ "فٍْٛا

"One who acts without knowledge is like one who is not on any 

road; he causes more harm than good. Some sought worship 

without knowledge, leading them to carry swords against the nation 

of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him). Had 

they sought knowledge, they would not have acted as they did." 

Past and current history shows that lack of knowledge and 

understanding of Islam can result in chaos and harm. The Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) described such people: 

ع١خشط فٟ ―ّٓ ٍّٟ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي: عّْذ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ٠مٛي: 

اس الأعٕبْ عفٙبء الأؽلاَ ٠مٌْٛٛ ِٓ خ١ش لٛي اٌجش٠خ، ٠مشأْٚ آخش اٌضِبْ لَٛ أؽذ

اٌمشآْ لا ٠غبٚص ؽٕبعشُ٘، ٠ّشلْٛ ِٓ اٌذ٠ٓ وّب ٠ّشق اٌغُٙ ِٓ اٌش١ِخ، فارا ٌم١زُّٛ٘ 

  ]ِغٍُ  [ ‖فبلزٍُٛ٘، فاْ فٟ لزٍُٙ أعشاً ٌّٓ لزٍُٙ ّٕذ الله ٠َٛ اٌم١بِخ.
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"In the end times, there will come a people young in years, foolish 

in minds, who quote the sayings of the Messenger and recite the 

Qur'an, but it will not go beyond their throats. They leave this 

religion as an arrow leaves its target. Stand against them, for those 

who do will be rewarded on the Day of Resurrection." (Reported 

by Muslim) 
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Section 7 Barriers to Proper Worship 

Barriers to Proper Worship 

There are four main barriers to the proper worship of Allah: 

arrogance, fear, lack of commitment, and confusion/ignorance.  

1. Arrogance  

Arrogance is the most dangerous barrier to worship; it prevented 

Satan from obeying Allah‘s command. Allah says: 

ٓ َٚكَضَؽُوا ﴿ بَ   إث٤ِْيِفَ  إلٍَِّ
َ
 ـ وَ  أ  34 :الْٞؿة ﴾ٛؿِي٨َِ ٱقْذ١َْبََِ وَكََنَ ٨َ٦ِ ٱ١َْ٣

―And when We said to the angels: Prostrate yourselves before 

Adam, they prostrated, all but Iblis (Satan). He refused and showed 

arrogance and became one of the disbelievers.‖ (Al-Baqara 2:34) 

Arrogance is a severe disease of the heart, with dire consequences 

in the Hereafter. The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) 

said: 

لا ٠ذخً اٌغٕخ ِٓ وبْ فٟ "ّٓ ّجذ الله ثٓ ِغْٛد ّٓ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي: 

 )سٚاٖ ِغٍُ ٚأؽّذ ٚغ١شّ٘ب  ) ."لٍجٗ ِضمبي رسح ِٓ وجش

―No one will enter Paradise if he has in his heart an atom weight of 

arrogance‖. 

Arrogance arises when a person desires to be like God, but no one 

can be like God. Attempting to be like God leads one to become 

like Satan.   
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2. Fear  

Fear of the unknown is a natural human emotion, but fear that leads 

one to disobey Allah‘s commands reflects a lack of trust in Allah. 

One must trust that Allah controls one‘s fortune and lifespan. Trust 

in Allah is the cure for fear of poverty, death, and the future of 

one‘s children. Only when fear is removed can one truly be free.   

Some fear poverty despite Allah‘s assurance:  

ٓ وَفِِ { ٧َة ؽُونَ  و٦ََة ٝس٥ُُ  رزِ   ءِ ٱلكٍّ َٔ ٧َةٓ ٢٢) دٮُ   ءِ ( ٚٮََرَبِّ ٱلكٍّ
َ ًٌّٜ۬  ۥإ٫ٍُّ٩ِ  رۡضِ وَٱلْ  ٓ  ٦ِّس ٢َ  لََْ ٩ٍّس٥ُ   ٦َة

َ
 أ

ٮنَ  ُٞ ُِ  43- 44 :الَاريةت}  دَ٪

―And in Heaven is your fortunes and what you have been 

promised. (22) By the Lord of the heaven and the earth, this is the 

truth, as certain as you can speak.‖ (Al-Zariyat 51:22-23) 

We may fear for our children's future, leading us to violate Allah‘s 

commands. Allah knows that fear of children‘s future drives greed 

and misery. He reveals that righteousness is the insurance needed 

for one‘s children:  

ٮا ا }  ُٞ ٤يَ٭٥ِْْ ٤َٚيَْذٍّ َٔ ةٚةً ػَةٚٮُا  َٕ ًِ ٮا ٨ِْ٦ ػ٤َْٛ٭٥ِِْ ذُرّيٍِّحً  ُِ ِي٨َ لٮَْ دؿََ ٮلٮُا ٝٮَْلًَ وَلْحؼَْلَ الٍَّ ُٞ َ وَلْحَ للٍَّ

 9 :ا٣نكةء {قَؽِيؽًا 

―Let those who fear leaving helpless children behind have Taqwa 

of Allah and only say what is right.‖ (Al-Nisaa 4:9) 
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Allah provides examples of protecting the children of the righteous 

in the Holy Quran . In Surah Al-Baqara, a righteous man left a 

small calf in Allah‘s trust, which became extremely valuable. In 

Surah Al-Kahf, Allah sent two Prophets to protect the wealth of 

young orphans because their father was righteous. 

Early Muslims understood this well. Mohammad Ibn Kaab Al-

Qarzi gave charity instead of saving money for his children, 

trusting Allah to care for them:   

ٌٛ ادخشرٗ ٌٌٛذن ِٓ ثْذن   : ٚسٚٞ أْ ِؾّذ ثٓ وْت اٌمشٍٟ أفبة ِبلًا وض١شاً فم١ً ٌٗ

  . لا ٌٚىٕٟ أدخشٖ ٌٕفغٟ ّٕذ سثٟ ٚأدخش سثٟ ٌٌٛذٞ  : لبي

―I save this money for myself with my Lord, and I save my Lord 

for my children‖.  

Trusting Allah eliminates fear of the future, bringing peace and 

freedom. Surrendering to Allah frees one from all other fears. 

3. Lack of Commitment  

Many Muslims aspire to perfect their worship of Allah but lack the 

willingness to fully obey Him. A major factor is the false hope of a 

long life, leading to procrastination. Allah says: 

ل٥َ  }
َ
نِ  أ

 
ِي٨َ  يأَ ْ  للٍِّ ن ءَا٦َُ٪ٮٓا

َ
َٓ  أ لَ ِلَِِ  ٥  ٭٤ُٝٮُبُ  تََ نَ َـ ِ و٦ََة ٩َ ِي٨َ  ِّٜ ٨َ٦ِ ٱلْ َ ؿِ ٱللٍَّ ْ ٠َٱلٍَّ وَلََ يسَُٮ٩ٮُا

ودٮُاْ ٱ٣  
ُ
 ـتَ أ ةلَ  ٢ُ ٨٦ِ رَج   ١ِذَ َُ ٤يَ   ذَ   ٥ُ ٭َٔ

َ كَخ   ٦َؽُ ٱلْ  َٞ سيٌِرً۬   ٥ۖ  ٭٤ُٝٮُبُ  ذَ َِ ٮنَ  ٥  ٭٦ِّ٪   وَ ُٞ  ـكِ  54الحديد:  {َٚ
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―Has the time not yet come for those who believe that their hearts 

should be humbled by the remembrance of Allah and the truth 

revealed, and not become like those who received the Scripture 

before, and whose hearts were hardened over time and thus many 

of them became sinners.‖ (Al-Hadid 57:16) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) warned against 

procrastination: 

ّٚٓ اثٓ ّجبط سمٟ الله ّّٕٙب لبي : لبي سعٛي الله فٍٟ الله ١ٍّخ ٚعٍُ ٌشعً ٚ٘ٛ 

٠َْٗ : " اغزُٕ خّغبً لجً خّظ : ؽجبثه لجً ٘شِه ، ٚفؾزه لجً عمّه ، ٚغٕبن لجً 

 ]فمشن ، ٚفشاغه لجً ؽغٍه ، ٚؽ١بره لجً ِٛره ". ] سٚاٖ اٌؾبوُ

―Take advantage of five before five: your youth before old age, 

your health before sickness, your wealth before poverty, your life 

before death, and your free time before preoccupation‖.  

4. Confusion/Ignorance  

Proper worship requires knowledge. Many fail due to confusion, 

often stemming from a lack of interest in learning. People may 

follow what they are told without verifying the information. In 

Islam, accurate knowledge must precede actions. Allah says: 

 {  ٞ َٟ  ٣يَ فَ  ٦َة ُٙ وَلََ تَ َ ٧   إنٍِّ   ٥ٌۚ ٤ِٔ   ث٫ِۦِ ل َ  َٓ ٱلكٍّ ؤَادَ وَٱ٣   صَََ وَٱلْ  و٣ْـَ   ُٛ
ُ
ـُٔٮلًًَ۬  ٫ُ َٟ كََنَ خَ٪  ٮِٕ كَُّ أ  {مَك 

 34 :الْساء
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―Do not follow anything about which you have no knowledge. 

Surely, the hearing, the sight, and the heart—each of those, one 

will be questioned.‖ (Al-Isra 17:36) 

Everyone is accountable for their actions and must have knowledge 

to defend them before Allah on Judgment Day. Recognizing right 

from wrong in every aspect of life requires knowledge. The 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: ―  

 "بً عًٙ الله ٌٗ ىش٠مبً ئٌٝ اٌغٕخه ىش٠مبً ٠يٍت ف١ٗ ٍِّّٓ عٍ": لبي فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ

 )سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ(

―Whoever seeks a path to acquire knowledge, Allah will make an 

easy path for him to paradise.‖ 

Other barriers to worship may exist but they are likely subsets of 

these four. 
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Section 8 Traits and Qualities of Muslims  

The fourth question is: What are the that we must possess to fulfill 

our role and achieve our purpose on earth? 

The clear answer is to emulate the traits and qualities of someone 

with perfect character who has fulfilled their role and achieved 

their purpose in life. Allah has identified the perfect role model for 

us in the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him). 

Allah says:   

َ وَ } قْٮَةٌ ظَكََ٪حٌ ل٨ْ٧َِ كََنَ يؿَصُْٮ اللٍَّ
ُ
ِ أ ؽْ كََنَ ٣س٥َُْ فِِ رقَُٮلِ اللٍَّ َٞ َ الْحٮَمَْ ال٣َِ ػِؿَ وَذ٠ََؿَ اللٍَّ

اـب {٠َسيًِرا  .45 :الْظ

You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah an excellent role model 

for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and 

remembers Allah often. (Al-Ahzab 33: 21) 

Other Prophets also serve as role models, but none are as 

thoroughly documented as Prophet Muhammad (peace and 

blessing be upon Him). However, Allah did ask us to take Prophet 

Ibrahim and his followers as role models, particularly in their 

relationship with disbelievers. Allah says: 

ٮَةٌ  ٣س٥َُ   ك٩ََخَ   َٝؽ  { ق 
ُ
٫ُ اإثِ ؿَ  فِِٓ  ظَكَ٪حًٌَ۬  أ َٕ ِي٨َ ٦َ ْ  إذِ   ۥ٬ۤي٥َِ وَٱلٍَّ ٮ ٦ِ  ٝةَلٮُا َٞ ْ ٦ِ٪س٥ُ  اثؿَُءَ  إ٩ٍِّة ٥  ٭٣ِ  ؤُا

ة جُؽُونَ  وَم٧ٍِّ  ٕ ؿ   دُونِ  ٨٦ِ تَ َٛ ِ زَ  4 :ا٧٧٣ذع٪ح { ثس٥ُِ   ٩ةَٱللٍَّ
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―Indeed, there is for you an excellent example in Ibrahim and those 

with him when they said to their people: "We disown you and 

whatever you worship instead of Allah: We have done with you,‖ 

(Al-Mumtahina 60:4) 

ؽ  } َٞ ٮَةٌ  ٥  ٭ذيِ ٣َس٥ُ   كََنَ  ٣َ ق 
ُ
ْ  كََنَ  ل٨٧َِّ ظَكََ٪حًٌ۬  أ َ  يؿَ صُٮا َ وَٱلح    ٮ مَ ٱللٍَّ

َ َ ٬ُٮَ وَ   ۚػِؿَ ٱلْ  ٨٦َ حَذَٮَلٍّ ٚإَنٍِّ ٱللٍَّ

نَِِّ ٱ٣    4 :ا٧٧٣ذع٪ح {٧ِيؽُ ٱلْ َ  َ٘

―Indeed, for you there is an excellent role model in them, for 

anyone whose hope is in Allah and in the Last Day. But if any 

turns away, truly Allah is Free of all Wants, Worthy of all Praise.‖ 

(Al-Mumtahina 60:6) 

The question then becomes; how do we identify the key traits of 

Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him) to develop 

our character? These key traits must relate to the role of Prophet 

Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him) and other 

Messengers and Prophets of Allah on earth, as well as to us. This 

role is to serve as Allah‘s "Khalifa" (ًخ١ٍَِفَخ) (vicegerent, deputy) on 

earth. This role is clearly identified by Allah when He mentioned to 

the angels His plan to create man. Allah says:  

َٟ  ٝةَلَ  وَإِذ  }  ٢ًٌِٔ۬ ل٤ِ ٤٧َـَ ٮِٕ  رَبَّ   فِِ  ١َحِ إنِِّّ صَة
َ حًً۬  رۡضِ ٱلْ  َٛ ْ  ۖ ػ٤َيِ ٢ُ  ٝةَلٮُٓا َٕ تَ 

َ
كِؽُ  ٨٦َ ة٭ذيِ أ  ٛ  ة٭ذيِ حُ

 ُٟ ِٛ ٓ  وَيكَ  ؽِكَ  نكَُجّطُِ  ٨ُ وَنََ   ءَ ٱل٦ََِّة سُ  ب٧َِْ  ؽِّ َٞ َٟ  وَجُ َ ٓ  ٝةَلَ  ۖ ل ٥َ٤ُ  إنِِّّ  ٔ َ
٧َُ٤ٮنَ  لََ  ٦َة أ  ٕ  33 :الْٞؿة {تَ

And when your Lord said to the angels: I am going to create a 

khalifa (vicegerent, deputy) in the earth, they said: Will You create 

there one who will make mischief in it and shed blood, while we 
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hymn Your praise and glorify Your name? He said: Certainly, I 

know what you know not. (Al-Baqara 2:30) 

Our assignment on earth is to serve as Allah‘s deputy and 

representative. A key element of this assignment as Allah‘s khalifa 

on earth is to establish justice. This is identified in Surah Sad in 

which Allah designated Prophet Dawud (David) as Khalifa on earth 

to judge among people with justice, which is how Allah wanted us 

to represent Him. Allah says:  

 ـ  }  َٟ  إ٩ٍِّة ؽَاوُدُ يَ  ـ ٪َ ٤ َٕ حًً۬  صَ َٛ   فِِ  ػ٤َيِ
َ َ  س٥َُٚٱظ   رۡضِ ٱلْ  ِٓ ٱل   ِّٜ ٱلجٍّةسِ ثٱِلْ َ  بَن   ٭َٮَى  وَلََ دتٍَّجِ

 ِ ٨ قَبي٢ِِ ٱللٍَّ َٔ  َٟ ٍّ٤ ٌِ  44 :ص { ۚذَيُ

―O Dawud (David), Indeed we made you a vicegerent on earth: so 

judge between the people with truth (and justice): and do not 

follow your desire, lest it misleads you from the Path of Allah:‖ 

(Sad 38:26) 

So far, we have not established a clear path to identify the traits and 

qualities that we must possess by taking the Prophet (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) as our role model. A question was raised to 

the Prophet‘s wife, Sayeda Aisha, about the character of the 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him). She said: 

، أعبثذ: أٌََغذَ صلى الله عليه وسلمٌّٚب عُئٍذ اٌغ١ذح ّبئؾخ سمٟ الله ّٕٙب ّٓ خٍك سعٛي الله  .

َْ ؟ َْ  رَمشَأُ اٌمُشآ َْ اٌمُشآ َُ وَب َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّ  ُٗ ِٗ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ِّ اٌٍَّ َّْ خٍُُكَ َٔجِ   )سٚاٖ ِغٍُ( . فَاِ

―Don‘t you read the Holy Quran ! The character of the Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) was the Holy Quran ‖.  

(Reported by Muslim and others) 
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Chapter Two The Most Beautiful Names 

In the Presence of the Most Beautiful Names  

From Knowledge to Conduct  
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Preface 

There is no doubt that knowing Allah, the Most High, is the 

noblest and most profound of all forms of knowledge, for it is the 

foundation upon which faith is built, worship is made upright, and 

morals and conduct are guided. The more a person comes to know 

his Lord, the greater his love for Him, his fear of Him, his reliance 

upon Him, and his turning to Him in repentance and devotion. 

Among the greatest pathways to this knowledge is reflecting upon 

the Most Beautiful Names and Sublime Attributes by which Allah 

has introduced Himself to His servants, so that they may serve as a 

means of knowing Him, a key to understanding their relationship 

with Him, and a framework for directing their lives and behavior. 

The Noble Qur‘an calls upon believers to know Allah through 

His Beautiful Names. Allah, the Exalted, says: ―And to Allah 

belong the Most Beautiful Names, so call upon Him by them‖ 

(Qur‘an 7:180). Thus, these Names are made a means of 

supplication, a path to drawing nearer to Him, and a source of 

guidance and reform. The purpose of knowing the Beautiful Names 

is not merely to memorize or enumerate them; rather, it is to 

comprehend their meanings, understand their implications, and 

internalize their significance within the heart until they become a 

motivating force for righteous conduct and a continual source of 

spiritual purification and self-improvement. 
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When a believer realizes that his Lord is Ar-Raḥmān (the Most 

Compassionate) and Ar-Raḥīm (the Most Merciful), his heart 

becomes filled with mercy toward creation. When he becomes 

certain that Allah is Al-Malik (the Sovereign King), he is freed 

from attachment to anything besides Allah. When he knows that 

Allah is Al-Quddūs (the Most Holy) and As-Salām (the Source of 

Peace), he strives to purify his soul, reform his heart, and spread 

peace within his surroundings. In this way, knowledge of the 

Beautiful Names is transformed from mere intellectual information 

into practical values that shape the character of the Muslim and are 

reflected in his words, actions, and relationships with others. 

It is for this reason that this chapter, entitled ―In the Presence of 

the Most Beautiful Names: From Knowledge to Conduct,‖ seeks to 

demonstrate that the purpose of studying the Beautiful Names of 

Allah is not limited to theoretical understanding. Rather, it is to 

move from understanding their meanings to embodying their 

effects, and from contemplating their implications to manifesting 

them in everyday life. Every one of Allah‘s Beautiful Names opens 

before the believer a door to deeper knowledge of his Lord and 

illuminates a path toward guidance and moral excellence, enabling 

him to become a devoted servant who worships Allah with insight 

and walks through life guided by the light of knowing Him, 

Glorified and Exalted is He. 
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Section 1 The 99 Names of Allah 

The Muslim’s Character in the Shade of Allah’s Beautiful 

Names 

Basis for the Answer 

The most important information the Holy Quran  provides relates 

to Allah and His attributes. The name Allah is mentioned more 

than 1,400 times in the Holy Quran , in addition to references to 

Allah by His other names/attributes, which are mentioned many 

times. In fact, Allah is referenced in some Surahs in every verse 

(ayat). You will note that every verse that announces glad tidings, 

presents a promise, declares a threat, or establishes a rule is 

concluded with attributes of Allah. To understand the verse, you 

need to carefully reflect on Allah‘s attributes at its end. 

Therefore, if we truly want to fulfill our role and serve as Allah‘s 

deputy on earth, we must study Allah‘s attributes and incorporate 

most of them into our character. This approach was understood by 

the companions and early Muslims and is reflected in their 

understanding of the famous Hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah and 

reported in Al-Boukhari, where the Prophet (peace and blessing be 

upon Him) said:   

ِٗ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لَبيَ  َّ سَعُٛيَ اٌٍَّ ُ٘ش٠َْشَحَ ـ سمٝ الله ّٕٗ ـ أَ ْٓ أَثِٟ  َّ  "  ٌٍَِّ َّ َْخً ئِ ِٗ رِغْ

َّب؛  َٓ اعْ ١ِْ ًَ اٌْغََّخَ َٚرِغْ َ٘ب دَخَ ْٓ أَؽْقَب َِ َٚاؽِذًا   )سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ(. .  " ِِبئَخً ئِلاَّ 
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―Allah has ninety-nine names, one hundred minus one, whoever 

―Ahsaha‖ (enumerates them) will enter Paradise.‖ *Reported by 

Bukhari) 

This simple Hadith represents the cornerstone of belief and the 

building blocks of the character of a true believer. However, to 

understand its significance, we need to understand the meaning of 

the Arabic word ―Ahsa‖ (ٝأؽق), often translated as ―count‖ or 

―enumerate.‖ We must note that there are differences between the 

word ―Ahsa‖ (ٝأؽق) and the word ―A‘dd‖ (َّّذ ), which can be 

translated as counting. The two terms are used in verse 94 in Surah 

Maryam. Allah says: 

 ـ كَّ إنِ } ٧َ  اٮَ  ٨٦َ فِِ ٱلكٍّ
َ ٓ  رۡضِ تِ وَٱلْ  َ  ءَاتِِ  إلٍَِّ اخَج    ـ٨ِ ٱلؿٍّح  ؽ  93) ؽًً۬ َٞ ىَٮ   ( ٣ٍّ ظ 

َ
٥٬ُ   ٭٥ُ  أ ؽٍّ َٔ ا وَ ؽًًّ۬ َٔ

} 
 [95 - 93:]مؿي٥

―There is none in the heavens and the earth but bound to come to 

the All-Merciful as a slave. (93) Surely, we (Ahsa them) ―fully 

encompassed them‖ ―know them‖ and (add them) ―counted them‖ 

a full count.‖  (Maryam 19:93-94) 

The word ―Ahsa‘ also came in Surah Al-Nahl: 

ٮرٌ رظَِي٥ٌ }  ُٛ َ٘ َ٣ َ ِ لََ تُُىُْٮ٬َة إنٍِّ اللٍَّ ٧َْٕحَ اللٍَّ ِ وا ٩ ؽَّ ُٕ   18الجع٢{ وَإِنْ تَ

―And if you would count a blessing of Allah, you would never be 

able to (Ahsa it) ―enumerate it‖. Truly! Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful.‖ (Al-Nahl 16:18) 

To understand what the word ―Ahsa‖ means, we need to realize 

that the term is related to the word ―Ihsaa‖ (ئؽقبء), which is a 
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branch of mathematics called ―statistics‖ that involves the analysis 

of data, not just counting. So, the Hadith does not mean that you 

enter Paradise by memorizing the 99 names of Allah and reciting 

them; it goes beyond that. It means: ―Who memorized it, perfected 

their understanding and acted according to them will be in 

Paradise.‖ 

Ibn Abbas said the word ―Ahsaha‖ involves two elements: the first 

is to learn the names from the Holy Quran  and the Sunnah, and the 

second is to apply them. Similar interpretations were given by 

other scholars who said the word ―Ahsaha‖ means ―apply them,‖ 

―submit to them,‖ and ―seek a way to make them part of your 

character.‖ Imam Al-Ghazali wrote In his book "The Main 

Objectives in Explaining the Meaning of the Names of Allah"  

 لبي: ٌلإِبَ أثٟ ؽبِذ اٌغضاٌٟ (اٌّمقذ الأعٕٝ فٟ ؽشػ ِْبٟٔ أعّبء الله اٌؾغٕٝ)فٟ 

اٍُّ أْ ِٓ ٌُ ٠ىٓ ٌٗ ؽٌ ِٓ ِْبٟٔ أعّبء الله ّض ٚ عً ئلا ثأْ ٠غِّ ٌفَٗ ٠ٚفُٙ فٟ )

٠ْٚزمذ ثبٌمٍت ٚعٛد ِْٕبٖ فٟ الله رْبٌٝ فٙٛ ِجخٛط اٌؾٌ اٌٍغخ ِْٕٝ رفغ١شٖ ٚٚمْٗ 

ٌىٓ ؽًَٛ اٌّمشث١ٓ ِٓ ِْبٟٔ أعّبء الله .ٔبصي اٌذسعخ ١ٌظ ٠ؾغٓ ثٗ أْ ٠زجغؼ ثّب ٔبٌٗ

اٌؾٌ الأٚي ِْشفخ ٘زٖ اٌّْبٟٔ ؽزٝ ٠ٕىؾف ٌُٙ ارقبف الله ّض ٚ عً ثٙب  :رْبٌٝ صلاصخ

اٌؾٌ اٌضبٟٔ ٘ٛ  .اٌؾبفً ٌلإٔغبْأىؾبفب ٠غشٞ فٟ اٌٛمٛػ ٚاٌج١بْ ِغشٜ ا١ٌم١ٓ 

اعزَْبُِٙ ٌقفبد اٌغلاي ٍّٝ ٚعٗ ٠ٕجْش ِٓ الاعزَْبَ ٠ؾٛلُٙ ئٌٝ الارقبف ثّب 

اٌؾٌ اٌضبٌش  .٠ّىُٕٙ ِٓ رٍه اٌقفبد ١ٌمشثٛا ثٙب ِٓ اٌؾك لشثب ثبٌقفخ لا ثبٌّىبْ 

 اٌغْٟ فٟ اوزغبة اٌّّىٓ ِٓ رٍه اٌقفبد ٚاٌزخٍك ثٙب ٚاٌزؾٍٟ ثّؾبعٕٙب ٚثٗ ٠ق١ش

  (اٌْجذ سثب١ٔب أٞ لش٠جب ِٓ اٌشة رْبٌٝ ٚثٗ ٠ق١ش سف١مب ٌٍّلأ الأٍّٝ ِٓ اٌّلائىخ

―Know that whoever has no part of the meaning of the names of 

Allah other than hearing them and understanding their meanings 

and believing in them by his heart is ill-fated and of lowly rank and 

he has no right to boast about what he has. But the fortunes of the 
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lucky ones who are near to the meaning of the names of Allah are 

three: 

The first fortune is knowing the meaning of the names of Allah to 

the point that they are so clear to them to the level of the unshaken 

belief. 

The second fortune is their magnification of the attributes of Allah 

to the level of their passionate desire to possess them as much as 

possible to be close to Allah in the attribute but not in place. 

The third fortune is that they seek to possess these attributes in 

every way possible and adopt their beauties in their character to 

become godly slaves of Allah meaning they become so near to 

Allah and companions of the angels of the high‖.  

All these explanations highlight the importance of understanding 

the meaning of Allah‘s attributes and ensuring that we build our 

character around these names to draw nearer to Allah. While the 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) did not provide a 

complete list of these 99 names of Allah, different scholars have 

assembled them from both the Holy Quran  and the sayings of the 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him). Therefore, you may see 

differences in these lists, but most of the names are common 

among them. 

When you examine any list of these 99 names and attributes of 

Allah, you note that they can be classified into three groups: 

beautiful attributes, perfection attributes, and majestic attributes. 

Beautiful Attributes (ففبد اٌغّبي): These include attributes that 

assert the mercy and love of Allah, such as ( اٌشؽّٓ اٌشؽ١ُ اٌغلاَ اٌغفٛس
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 the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate, the Peace, the (اٌٛدٚد

Most Forgiving, the Most Loving, etc. These names instill in the 

heart love and hope in Allah. 

Perfection Attributes ( د اٌىّبيففب ): These include attributes that 

assert Allah‘s perfection, such as 

 ( ُُ ،الأؽذ ،اٌم١َٛ ،اٌؾٟ ،اٌخبٌك َْض٠ضُ اٌؾَى١ اٌقّذ اٌ )  

The Creator, the Ever-Living, The Sustainer, the Only One, The 

Self-Sufficient, The All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

Majestic Attributes (ففبد اٌغلاي): These include attributes that 

assert the grand power of Allah, such as ( ُُا ،اٌمٙبس ،اٌغجبس ،اٌمٛٞ ْٕزَمِ ُّ ٌْ ) 

the Most Powerful, the Compeller, the Subduer, the Avenger. 

These names instill in the heart the fear of Allah. 

The intelligent Muslim is the one who fears Allah‘s majestic 

attributes and seeks refuge in His beautiful attributes. The Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) used to supplicate to Allah by 

saying:  

َْبفَبرِهَ ُّ َٚثِ ْٓ عَخَيِهَ،  ِِ ُّٛرُ ثِشِمَبنَ  َّ أَ ُٙ ْٕهَ" "اٌٍَّ ِِ ُّٛرُ ثِهَ  َٚأَ ُّمُٛثَزِهَ،   ْٓ ِِ  

―I seek refuge in Your mercy from Your anger.  I seek refuge in 

Your Pardon from Your punishment.  I seek refuge in You from 

You.‖  

Without fear of the majestic and wrath attributes, people become 

bold and do what they want without worrying about the 

consequences. Also, without hope in Allah‘s attractive and gentle 

attributes, they despair. However, Allah‘s names of beauty and 
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mercy are more representative of Allah‘s true nature than the wrath 

attributes. As Allah says in Surah Al-A‘raf: 

ءٍ } خْ كٍُّ شََْ َٕ مَةءُ وَرحََْتِِ وقَِ
َ
وِيتُ ث٫ِِ ٨ْ٦َ أ

ُ
ؾَابِ أ َٔ

ؿاف {  544 :الْٔ

 ―I impose my punishment on whom I will, but My mercy 

embraces all things‖ (Al-Araf 7:156).   

The prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said:  

َّزٟ عَجَمَذْ غَنَجِٟ، " :صلى الله عليه وسلم ٚلبي إٌجٟ َّ سَؽْ ْْ ٠َخٍُْكَ اٌخٍَْكَ: ئ ًَ أ َٗ وَزَتَ وِزبثًب لَجْ َّ اٌٍَّ ئ

َْشْػِ ْٛقَ اٌ ُٖ فَ ْٕذَ ِّ َِىْزُٛةٌ   )سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ(." فَٙٛ 

The Prophet Mohammad (peace and blessing be upon Him) said 

―Verily, Allah inscribed a decree before creating the creation: ‗My 

mercy has preceded My wrath.‘ This decree is preserved with Him 

above the Throne.‖ 

Everything we do is either perfect or imperfect, and obviously, the 

perfect is nobler than the imperfect. While we know that ultimate 

perfection is unattainable by man and is only limited to Allah, the 

more perfect we are, the closer we are to Him. To contemplate the 

attributes of Allah, we need to empty our hearts of desiring 

anything other than Allah. Knowledge is the seed of desire, but for 

such a seed to bear fruit, it must be planted in a free heart. 

When we study the names and attributes of Allah to understand 

their meaning and how we can adopt them in our character, we 

must realize that defining Allah by these attributes is limited 

because Allah is far more perfect than our language can explain. 

Allah says:  
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ءٌ  }   55 :النٮرى {٣يَفَْ ٧ِ٠َس٫ِ٤ِْ شََْ

―There is nothing whatever like unto Him.‖ (Al-Shura 42:11) 

Therefore, we must realize that the words we use to describe 

Allah‘s attributes are inadequate and are only used to offer 

resemblances. We also need to realize that our knowledge is 

complemented by the knowledge that denies any likeness and 

commonality, even though the name is shared. The ultimate 

knowledge of those who know Allah lies in their inability to know 

Him. This is what is meant by the Prophet Mohmmad (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) when he said:  

راد ١ٌٍخ،  -فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ-إٌجٟ ، لبٌذ: افْزَمَذْدُ -سمٟ الله ّٕٙب-ّٓ ّبئؾخ 

َْذْ ٠َذِٞ ٍّٝ ثَيٓ لذ١ِٗ َٛلَ َّ ئٟٔ لا أُؽْقِٟ صَٕبءً ١ٍّه أٔذ "ٚ٘ٛ ٠مٛي:  فَزَؾَغَّغْذُ، فَ ُٙ اٌٍَّ

١َْٕذَ ٍّٝ ٔفغه  ]سٚاٖ ِغٍُ.[ "وّب أَصْ

―I cannot enumerate Your praise, as You have praised Yourself.‖   

In the next section, we will discuss several of the names/attributes 

of Allah to explain how they relate to Allah and how we can adopt 

them in our character to become His true representatives and be His 

godly slaves. However, the first name is the name of Allah, which 

we cannot emulate because it is a personal name and not an 

attribute.  
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Section 2  Allah (الله) 

Allah (الله) - The Greatest Name 

By counting Allah‘s name only once in the Basmallah, the name 

Allah is mentioned 2,930 times in the Holy Quran. For anyone to 

become a Muslim, they need to declare, "There is no god but Allah, 

and Muhammad is his messenger." 

Allah is not an Eastern or Arabian God as some Westerners might 

think. Allah is the personal name of the same God that Christians 

and Jews worship worldwide. In fact, in the Arabic Bible, Allah is 

the name used for God.   

Unlike the word ―god,‖ which has gender distinctions like "god" 

and "goddess," and is subject to plurality like "god" and "gods," 

Allah is a word that has no gender and is not subject to plurality. 

This makes Allah an ideal word to describe the one genderless 

Supreme Being. The most important reason Muslims use the word 

Allah is that the Creator refers to Himself by this name in Surah 

Taha in the Holy Quran:  

 ـ  }  ُ لََ إ٣َِ ٩ةَ اللٍَّ
َ
٩ةَ إلٍَِّ  ٫َ إ٩ٍِّنِِ أ

َ
٥ِِٝ  ٚةَخْجُؽْنِّ  أ

َ
ؿيِ  وَأ ِْ لَةَ لَِِ  55 :٫َ {ٱلىٍّ

"Verily, I am Allah. There is no god but Me, so worship me, and 

establish prayers for celebrating My praise" (Taha 20:14). 

Allah is the one name that unifies all attributes of divinity, whereas 

each of the other names refers to a single attribute. The name Allah 

is analogous to proper names. It is the most specific of the names, 
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and no one has ever used it for anyone other than the Creator, 

neither literally nor metaphorically.   

It is from Allah‘s mercy that He revealed this name to humanity 

and taught them to use it. Otherwise, our approach would have 

been complicated, as we would tend to start our actions by 

invoking the names of the attributes that we feel necessary to 

support the action at hand. For example, if one is starting a 

financial activity, he might say: "In the name of Al-Razzaaq (the 

provider), Al-Mughni (The Enricher), As-Samee (The Hearer), Al-

Mujeeb (The Responsive), Al-Qaadir (The Capable)." Instead, we 

only say, "In the name of Allah."   

Elements to Adopt in our Character  

1/ Start every action we do by invoking this name, Allah. When we 

become accustomed to starting all our actions in the name of Allah, 

we will naturally avoid doing anything displeasing to Him.  

2/ Recognizing that the name Allah is unique and befitting because 

it is genderless and not subject to plurality, we need to consider the 

names we select for our children. These names must be proper and 

honorable, without any derogatory or negative implications. The 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

ئٔىُ رذّْٛ ٠َٛ اٌم١بِخ " :أثٟ اٌذسداء لبي لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ّٓ

 ]عٕٓ أثٟ داٚد[ "ثأعّبئىُ ٚأعّبء آثبئىُ فأؽغٕٛا أعّبءوُ
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―You will all be called on the day of judgement by your names and 

the names of your fathers. So, always select good names.‖ (Abu 

Daud, Ahmad) 

The Prophet Mohammad (peace and blessing be upon Him) also 

said: 

ْٓ ؽَكِّ ِِ َُ  لَبيَ: "  َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّْ  ُٗ َّ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ َّ اٌَّجِ ُٗ ، أَ ْٕ َّ َْبٌَٝ  ُٗ رَ َٟ اٌٍَّ ُ٘ش٠َْشَحَ سَمِ ْٓ أَثِٟ  َّ 

َٛاٌِذِ صٍََبصَخُ أَؽ١َْبءَ ٍََّٝ اٌْ ٌََٛذِ  ُٗ ئِرَا اٌْ ِّعَ ٠َُٚضَ  ،ًَ َّمَ ُٗ اٌْىِزَبةَ ئِرَا  َّ ٍَِّْ ٠َُٚ ٌُِٚذَ،  ُٗ ئِرَا  َّ َٓ اعْ ْْ ٠ُؾْغِ : أَ

 )سٚاٖ أثٛ ا١ٌٍش اٌغّشلٕذٞ فٟ رٕج١ٗ اٌغبف١ٍٓ ثأؽبد٠ش ع١ذ الأٔج١بء ٚاٌّشع١ٍٓ(. أَدْسَنَ "

"Among the rights of a child upon his parents are three: to give him 

a good name, to teach him the Book of Allah when he can 

comprehend, and to get him married when he becomes mature." 

―Reported by Abu al-Layth al-Samarqandi in Tanbīh al-Ghāfilīn 

bi-Aḥādīth Sayyid al-Anbiyāʾ wa-l-Mursalīn (‗Awakening the 

Heedless with the Traditions of the Chief of the Prophets and 

Messengers‘ 

In the next sections, we will discuss several of the names/attributes 

of Allah to explain how they relate to Allah and how we can adopt 

them in our character to become His true representatives and be His 

godly slaves.  
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Section 3 Al-Rahman (الرحون) 

The traditional interpretation of Allah‘s name Al-Rahman (ّٓاٌشؽ) 

is that it reflects Allah's attribute of granting mercy to all people in 

this life, whether they are believers or non-believers. This 

definition suggests a similarity between Al-Rahman and another 

name of Allah, Al-Rahim (ُاٌشؽ١). To differentiate between the two 

names, interpreters have proposed that Al-Rahim refers to Allah's 

attribute of granting mercy solely to believers in the hereafter. 

However, interpreting Al-Rahman as solely related to mercy 

reveals a major misunderstanding. This misunderstanding arises 

because many interpreters and translators derive the term's meaning 

from the Arabic lexicon. Terms in the Holy Quran should be 

interpreted based on their use within the Holy Quran itself. The 

lexicon should only be consulted when the Holy Quran  does not 

provide detailed applications of the term, particularly for terms that 

appear only once. 

When we examine the use of the name Al-Rahman ( ٓاٌشؽّ ) in the 

Holy Quran, we find that, excluding the Basmalah except in the 

first surah, Al-Fatihah, Al-Rahman appears 57 times. The use of 

the name Al-Rahman in the Holy Quran suggests that Allah, as the 

sole authority who can assign meanings to words, has assigned this 

name to Himself as an integration of all His other names and 

attributes, whether they are related to creation, sending revelation, 

control and domination, mercy, or punishment. Thus, it is difficult 

to provide a direct translation for this name. Al-Rahman is the only 
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name that can be used as a substitute for Allah in any verse in the 

Holy Quran . This is supported by Allah who said: 

ٮا الؿٍّظْمَ  }  ُٔ وِ ادْ
َ
َ أ ٮا اللٍَّ ُٔ يًّة ٨َ ٢ُِٝ ادْ

َ
ة أ ٮا ٦ٍّ ُٔ ق٧َْةءُ الُْْكْنَِ   ٫َ٤َُٚ  دؽَْ

َ
 553 :الْساء {الْْ

―Say: "call Allah or call Al-Rahman, by whatever name you call, to 

Him belongs the Best Names.‖ (Al-Isra 17:110) 

Additionally, Al-Rahman is the only name that can be used when 

professing the faith by saying, "There is no god but Al-Rahman" ( لا

ٓئٌٗ الا اٌشؽّ ), which is equivalent to saying, "There is no god but 

Allah" (لا ئٌٗ الا الله). This is implied by the following verse: 

ر  } 
َ
َٟ أ ِ َٟ ٠َؾَل  ـ حًٍ۬  فِِٓ  ق٤َ َ٪ ٍّ٦

ُ
ٓ  ٨ِ٦ ػ٤َخَ   ٝؽَ   أ م٥ًٌَ۬  رَج ٤٭َِة

ُ
ْ  أ ذَ ٤ٮَُا ٤يَ   لّتِ ِىٓ  ٥ُ ٭َٔ و   ٱلٍَّ

َ
ٓ أ َٟ  ظَي َ٪ة  و٥٬َُ   إلَِح 

ؿُونَ  ُٛ ِ  يسَ  َ ث  ـ٫َ  لََٓ  رَبِِّ  ٬ُٮَ  ٢ُٝ    ۚ ـ٨ِ ٱلؿٍّح  ٤يَ ٫ِ  ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  إ٣َِ ؽ {٦َذَةبِ  ٫ِ وَإِلَح   خُ كَ  دٮََ  َٔ  33 :الؿٔ

―Thus, have We sent you amongst a nation before which many 

nations have   passed away; in order that you recite to them what 

We have revealed to you; yet they reject Al-Rahman, say "He is 

my Lord! There is no god but He.  In Him I place my trust and to 

Him is my return!" (Al-Rad 13:30) 

The equivalence of Allah and Al-Rahman is supported by the 

following Hadith Qudsi that was narrated by the Prophet (peace 

and blessing be upon Him) on behalf of Allah who said:   

فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ  -ّٓ ّجذ اٌشؽّٓ ثٓ ّٛف سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي : عّْذ سعٛي الله 

٠مٛي :  - لبي الله رجبسن ٚرْبٌٝ : أٔب الله ٚأٔب اٌشؽّٓ ، خٍمذ اٌشَّؽُِ ، ٚؽممذ ٌٙب ِٓ ―

 )سٚاٖ اٌزشِزٞ ٚأثٛ داٚد ٚأؽّذ( ―اعّٟ ، فّٓ ٚفٍٙب ٚفٍزٗ ، ِٚٓ ليْٙب ثزَزُّٗ 
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―I am Allah, and I am Al-Rahman.  I created the ―Rahim‖ (womb) 

 and extracted its name from My name. So, whoever (اٌشؽُ)

connects with it (family ties), I will keep ties with him and 

whoever severs it (family ties), I‘ll sever ties with him.‖   

(Tirmidhi, Ahmad and Abu Dauod)  

The following verses provide examples of the attributes associated 

with the name Al-Rahman: 

1/ Al-Rahman is used in reference to Allah‘s perfection attributes 

of creation and control over all that exists.  Allah says:  

ِى لََ ح٧َُٮتُ وقََجّطِ   حَِّ عََلَ ٱ٣   كَّ  وَدٮََ } ؽِهۦِ ٱلٍَّ ِ  ۦث٫ِِ  فَ  ِوَ   ۚب٧َِْ  ِٔجَةدِه ىِ 58ػَجيًِرا ) ۦثؾ٩ُِٮُبِ  ( ٱلٍَّ

 ـ  ٧َ َٜ ٱلكٍّ  اٮَ ػ٤ََ
َ يٍّةمًٍ۬  قِذٍّحِ  فِِ  َ٪٭٧َُةو٦ََة ثيَ   رۡضَ تِ وَٱلْ 

َ
ؿ شِ عََلَ ٱ٣   ذٮََى  ٱق   ث٥ٍُّ  أ َٕۚ   َ  ث٫ِۦِ ـ٢َٔ  َٚك    ـ٨ُ ٱلؿٍّح 

ؿٝةن  {اػَجيًِرً۬  ُٛ  49-48 : ا٣

―And place your trust in the Ever-Living who does not die; and 

celebrate His praise; and enough is He to be aware of the sins of 

His slaves. (58) He Who created the heavens and the earth and all 

that is between in six days, and is firmly established control on the 

―Arsh‖ (Throne) (the biggest creation ever), Al-Rahman, so ask 

about Him someone who knows,‖ (Al-Furqan 25:58-59) 

 { َ ؿ شِ عََلَ ٱ٣    ـ٨ُ ٱلؿٍّح   ـ  ۥ( لَُ 5) ذَٮَى  ٱق   َٕ ٧َ  اٮَ ٦َة فِِ ٱلكٍّ
َ  تَُ خَ  و٦ََة ٧َة٭٪َ و٦ََة ثيَ   رۡضِ تِ و٦ََة فِِ ٱلْ 

َى        4-٫َ4  {ٱ٣ثٍَّّ

―Al-Rahman who is in control of the ―Arsh‖ (Throne). (5) To Him 

belongs all that in the heavens, all that in the earth and whatever is 

between them and whatever is underneath the soil.‖ (Taha 20:5-6) 
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َٓ قَمَ  }  َٜ قَجْ ِي ػ٤ََ جةَٝةً  وَ تٍ ٱلٍَّ ة َِ ِٜ  فِِ  دؿََى   ٦ٍّ  ـ  ػ٤َْ ِٓ ٱلْْصََََ ٢ْ٬َ دؿََى   ٨ِ ٱلؿٍّحَْ ةوُتٍ َٚٱرصِْ َٛ  ٨٦ِ تَ

ٮرٍ  ٨٦ِ ُُ  3 :ا٤٧٣ٟ {ذُ

―He created seven skies, one over the other. You will see nothing 

out of proportion in the creation of Al-Rahman. So, cast your eye 

again. Do you see any rifts? ―(Al-Mulk 67:3) 

وَل٥َْ }
َ
 ـ أ يْرِ ٚٮَرَْ٭٥ُْ وَ ٍُّ  ـخٍ يؿََوْا إلََِ ٱ٣ ٍّٛ  َ٨ ٌْ جِ ْٞ  ـ  إلٍَِّ  ح٧ُْك١ُِ٭٨ٍُّ  ٦َة وَيَ ءٍ  ٨ُ ٱلؿٍّحَْ إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ ثس٢ُِِّ شََْ

  59:ا٤٧٣ٟ  {ثىَِيرٌ 

―Have they not seen the birds above them spreading their wings, 

and (at times) they fold (them) in? No one holds them up except 

Al-Rahman. Surely, He is watchful of everything.‖ (Al-Mulk 

67:19) 

2/ Al-Rahman represents Allah‘s majestic attributes that reflect 

threat and punishment, as in the following verses:  

ثخَِ ي  } 
َ
ۤ أ ػَةفُ  إنِِّّ

َ
ن أ

َ
َٟ  أ ؾَابٌ  ح٧ََكٍّ  ـ  ٨ِ٦َّ  َٔ ةنِ وَلِحّةً ذَ  ٨ِ ٱلؿٍّحَْ َُ يْ  54 :مؿي٥ {ذ١َُٮنَ ل٤ِنٍّ

―(Ibrahim said) My dear father, I fear that you will be afflicted by a 

punishment from Al-Rahman, and you become a companion of 

Satan.‖ (Maryam 19:45) 

 ـ }  َ٤ ٌٍّ  ـ٨ُ  لَُ  ٤َٚي٧َْْؽُدْ  ٤حَِ ٢ُْٝ ٨٦َ كََنَ فِِ ٱل ْ  إذِاَ ظَتٍِّ   ٦َؽّاً  ٱلؿٍّحَْ وْا
َ
ة يُ  ٦َة رَأ ؾَابَ وَإ٦ٍِّ َٕ ة ٱ٣ ؽُونَ إ٦ٍِّ َٔ ٮ

ُٙ صُ٪ؽاً  َٕ ًْ َ
كَا٩ةً وَأ ٧َُ٤ْٕٮنَ ٨ْ٦َ ٬ُٮَ شٌَّ ٦ٍّ حَ َٚكَيَ َٔ ة  :75 مؿي٥ {ٱلكٍّ

―Say, ―Whoever stays straying, Al-Rahman will prolong his span 

of life until they see what they are being warned of: either the 

punishment (in this world) or the Hour (Day of Judgement), then 

they will know who was worse in position and who is weaker in 

forces.‖ (Maryam 19:75) 
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َٓ ٱلَِّ }  جَ ٧َة دُ٪ؾِرُ ٨ِ٦َ ٱتٍّ َ ٠إجٍِّ ي تِ  ثٱ٣ِ    ـ٨َ ؿَ وػََشَِ ٱلؿٍّح  ً۬  هُ ٚبَشَّْرِ   َ٘ ِٛؿَةٍ  ٘ ؿًٍ۬  ث٧َِ ص 
َ
 55:فٓ ي {ؿيِمٍ ٠ وَأ

―You only warn the one who follows the advice and fears Al-

Rahman in secret.  So, give him good news of forgiveness and a 

generous reward.‖ (Yaseen 36:11)  

ؾُِ ٨٦ِ دُو٫ِ٩ِ } تٍَّ
َ
 ـ٨ُ  يؿُدِ نِ  إنِ ءَال٭َِحً  ۦۤءَأ َ ًٍ۬  ٱلؿٍّح  ٘   لٍَّ  ثضَُِّّ  ـ تُ َٛ ذُ٭٥ُ  ٨ِ خَنِِّ مَ ة َٕ  {يُ٪ٞؾُِونِ  وَلََ  مَي ـًًٔ۬

 55:فٓ ي

―Shall I take (other) gods in place of Him.  If Al-Rahman intends to 

do harm to me, their intercession neither help me nor save me?‖ 

(Yaseen 36:23) 

 ـ  }  ٨ ذ٠ِْؿِ ٱلؿٍّحَْ َٔ ْٕلُ  ة٩ةً ذَ٭ُٮَ لَُ ٝؿَِي٨ٌ  ٨ِ و٨٦ََ حَ َُ يّيِْ لَُ مَيْ َٞ ػـؿف {جُ  34 :ال

 ―Whoever makes himself blind to the remembrance of Al-

Rahman, We assign for him a devil who becomes his companion 

all the time.‖ (Al-Zughtouf 43:36) 

ٓ  ٝة٣َخَ  } ٮذُ  إنِِّّ ُٔ َ
 ـ٨ِ  أ َ  58 :مؿي٥ } ةدَٞيًًِّ۬ َٟ إنِ ٠ُ٪خَ ٦ِ٪ ثٱِلؿٍّح 

―She (Maryam) said, ―I seek refuge with Al-Rahman against you, if 

you are God-fearing‖ (Maryam 19:18)   

3/ Al-Rahman implies the Controller and the Dominator of the 

world and the Hereafter as Allah says:  

مَ  }   ـ  وَ تِ إنِ كَُّ ٨٦َ فِِ ٱلكٍّ رضِْ إلٍَِّ آتِِ ٱلؿٍّحَْ
َ
 93:مؿي٥ {خَجؽْاً  ٨ِ وَٱلْ

―There is none in the heavens and the earth, but bound to come to 

Al-Rahman as a slave‖ (Maryam 19:93) 

ُٕٮنَ  ٦َٮِٕؾًٍ۬ يٮَ  }  اعَِ  يتٍَّجِ   ۖ لَُۥ ِٔٮَجَ  لََ  ٱلٍَّ
َ خِ ٱلْ  َٕ ٮَاتُ وػََنَ  ـ٨ِ  و  َ ُٓ  ٚلََ  ل٤ِؿٍّح  ٧َ ة إلٍَِّ  تكَ  كًً۬  ٧٬َ} 

٫َ108: 
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―That day they will follow the caller without any deviation. And 

the voices will turn low in awe for Al-Rahman. So, nothing will 

you hear but whispering‖ (Taha 20:108) 

ُٜ  مَ وَيَٮ   }  ٍّٞ ٓ  تنََ ٧َة  ـ٥ِ ثٱ٣ِ   ءُ ٱلكٍّ ٧َ لَِ ٱل   َ٘ ّـ ُٟ ( ٱل  25)١َحُ دنَِيلً ٤٧َـَ ٮِٕ و٩َُ َ  َّٜ ؾٍ ٱلْ َ ٦َٮِٕ يٮَ   ٤٧ُ    ۚ ـ٨ِ ل٤ِؿٍّح 

كِيًرً۬  ١َـ ِٛؿي٨َِ ٱ٣   عََلَ  ٦ًةنَ يٮَ  كَوَ   44-44:ا٣ٛؿٝةن {أَ

―The Day the sky will split open with clouds, and angels will be 

sent down, descending (in ranks) (25) The kingdom on that day is 

be the true one, belonging to Al-Rahman: it will be a day of dire 

difficulty for the disbelievers.‖ (Al-Furqan 25:25:26) 

 ـ  }  ٧َ رۡضِ  تِ اٮَ رٍّبِّ ٱلكٍّ
َ  ـ٨ِ  ٧َة٭ثيَ ٪َ  و٦ََة وَٱلْ  َ ١ُِ٤ٮنَ  لََ  ۖ ٱلؿٍّح  ةثًً۬ة ٦ِ٪ ٫ُ  ح٧َ  َُ ٮمُ  مَ ( يٮَ  37) ػِ ُٞ وحُ  حَ  ٱلؿَّ

ة وَٱل ٤٧َـَ ٮ١َِٕحُ  ًًّ۬ٛ ذنَِ  ٨٦َ   إلٍَِّ  حَذَك٧ٍََُّٮنَ  لٍَّ  ۖ وَ
َ
 ـ٨ُ  لَُ  أ َ  38-37 :الججأ  { وَٮَاثًً۬ة وَٝةَلَ  ٱلؿٍّح 

‗‘The Lord of the heavens and the earth and what is between them, 

Al-Rahman, with Whom none can speak. (37) On the Day when 

the Spirit (Jibril) and the angels will stand in rows. They will not 

speak, except for the one who is permitted by Al- Rahman, and 

speaks aright‖ (Al-Nabaa 78:37-38) 

Elements to Adopt in our Character  

1. When we realize that Allah‘s name Al-Rahman is a 

comprehensive attribute encompassing all other attributes of 

Allah, we learn that to embody this name in our character, 

we must cultivate a well-balanced personality that integrates 

many different qualities.  

2. While we should develop traits such as being merciful, kind, 

forgiving, trusting, empathetic, trustworthy, unbiased, 
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reliable, supportive, noble, knowledgeable, visionary, and 

creative, we must also recognize the need to be firm, 

resolute, restrained, enforcing, and decisive.   

3. Some of these traits may seem contradictory, so it is 

essential to have knowledge and wisdom to discern the 

appropriate time, place, and extent to apply each trait.   

4. Recognizing the uniqueness of Allah‘s name, Al-Rahman, it 

is inappropriate to use it as a name for a person, except in the 

form Abdulrahman (i.e., slave of Al-Rahman). Those named 

Abdulrahman should not abbreviate their name by dropping 

the title "Abd" (slave) and calling themselves Rahman. The 

one historical figure who called himself Rahman Al-

Yamamah (Al-Yamamah being the name of his birthplace) 

was Musaylimah. He became condemned and is known as 

―Musaylimah the Liar,‖ serving as an example of dishonesty. 
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Section 4 Al-Rahim ( لرَّحِينِا  )   

Al-Rahim ( لرَّحِينِا  )  (The Most Merciful) 

Allah‘s name Al-Rahim (ُاٌشؽ١) (The Most Merciful) and its 

indefinite form Rahim (ُسؽ١) (Most Merciful) appear in the Holy 

Quran in reference to Allah 114 times. It is mentioned six times 

alongside Allah‘s Name Al-Rahman, and the rest in association 

with other names.  

One of the key miracles of the Holy Quran is its brevity and focus, 

beginning with the core message of teaching mankind about Allah. 

The Holy Quran starts with a verse encompassing all of Allah‘s 

names and attributes. This verse is the first in Surat Al-Fatiha (the 

Opening): 

 5 :ا٣ٛةتُح {بك٥ اللَ الؿٍّح٨ِ الؿٍّظي٥ِ  } 

―In the name of Allah, Al-Rahman, the Rahime‖ (Al-Fatiha 1:1) 

In this single verse, the proper and personal name Allah is given, 

along with the integrated name of all His attributes, Al-Rahman. 

These attributes are encapsulated with the key attribute of being 

merciful (Rahim). While Allah‘s name Al-Rahman may reflect 

some of the attributes of imposing severe punishment that instills 

fear in the hearts of disbelievers and awe in the hearts of believers 

due to His power and absolute control over everything, this is 

motivated by His key attribute of mercy, as Allah says:  
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ءٍ  } خْ كٍُّ شََْ َٕ مَةءُ وَرحََْتِِ وقَِ
َ
وِيتُ ث٫ِِ ٨ْ٦َ أ

ُ
ؾَابِ أ َٔ

ؿاف {  544 :الْٔ

 ―I impose my punishment on whom I will, but My mercy 

embraces all things‖ (Al-Araf 7:156).   

The prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said:  

َّْ " :عّْذ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ٠مٛي :لبيسمٟ الله ّٕٗ ٘ش٠شح  ّٓ أثٟ ئ

 ْْ ًَ أ َٗ وَزَتَ وِزبثًب لَجْ ْٛقَ اٌٍَّ ُٖ فَ ْٕذَ ِّ َِىْزُٛةٌ  َّزٟ عَجَمَذْ غَنَجِٟ، فَٙٛ  َّ سَؽْ ٠َخٍُْكَ اٌخٍَْكَ: ئ

َْشْػِ  ]| اٌجخبسٞ." اٌ

―Allah has written above his throne, ―My mercy takes precedence 

over my wrath‖. (Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) also said:  

عًْ الله اٌشؽّخ ِبئخ عضء " :ش٠شح لبي عّْذ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ٠مٛيأثب ٘

فأِغه ّٕذٖ رغْخ ٚرغ١ْٓ عضءا ٚأٔضي فٟ الأسك عضءا ٚاؽذا فّٓ رٌه اٌغضء ٠زشاؽُ 

 ]| اٌجخبسٞ." اٌخٍك ؽزٝ رشفِ اٌفشط ؽبفش٘ب ّٓ ٌٚذ٘ب خؾ١خ أْ رق١جٗ

―Allah divided Mercy into one hundred parts, and He kept ninety-

nine parts with Him and sent down one part to the earth. Because 

of that one part, His creations are merciful to each other, so much 

so that a mare lifts its hoof away from its baby animal, lest it 

should harm it.‖  (Bukhari) 

A key aspect of Allah‘s mercy is that He instituted repentance to 

forgive those who make mistakes and commit sins. He said: 
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 ـٕجَِةدِىَ  ٢ُٝ   } ِي٨َ  يَ ْ  ٱلٍَّ ٚٮُا َ س 
َ
كِ٭٥ِ   عََلَ   أ ُٛ ٩

َ
ْ  لََ  أ ٮا ُُ ٪َ  ٞ َحِ  ٨ِ٦ تَ ِ  رٍّح  َ  إنٍِّ   ۚٱللٍَّ ِٛؿُ  ٱللٍَّ  ٘ ٩ٮُبَ  حَ ة ٱلََّ ًٕ   ۚجََيِ

ٮرُ  ٬ُٮَ  ۥ إ٫ٍّ٩ُِ  ُٛ َ٘  43 :الـمؿ  { ٱلؿٍّظِي٥ُ  ٱ٣ 

Say: "O my righteous slaves who have transgressed against their 

own souls, do not despair of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives 

all sins: for He is the Forgiver, the Merciful. (Al-Zumur 39:53) 

Allah‘s name Al-Rahim (the Most Merciful) is most often 

associated with Al-Ghafur (the Forgiver), appearing together in 74 

verses. However, Al-Rahim also appears 13 times alongside Al-

Aziz (the All-Mighty), indicating that Allah‘s mercy and 

forgiveness are not a blank check for people to commit evil without 

accountability. While Allah can forgive all sins, He has identified 

one sin He will never forgive, which is associating others with 

Him, as He said: 

}  ٘ َ لََ حَ ن ٛؿُِ إنٍِّ ٱللٍَّ
َ
َكَ  أ ٘   ث٫ِۦِ يشُْر  ٓ ذَ  دُونَ  ٦َة ٛؿُِ وَيَ َٟ ل٨٧َِ ينََة ِ كِ   و٨٦ََ  ءُۚ ل ِ  يشُْر  ؽِ ٱذ  ث َٞ ِ ذَ  تَََى  ٱللٍَّ

ي٧ًة ٧ًةإثِ   ِْ  58 :ا٣نكةء { َٔ

―Allah does not forgive associating a partner with Him and He 

forgives anything else to whom He wills. Whoever sets a partner 

with Allah commits a sin that is most heinous indeed.‖ (Al-Nisa 

4:48) 

َٟ وَلَت١َُٮج٨ٍَّ ٨َ٦ِ  }  ٨ٍّ خ٤٧ََُ َُ خَ لَحَعْجَ ِْ شَْ
َ
َٟ ٣َه٨ِْ أ ِ ِي٨َ ٨ْ٦ِ رَج٤ْ َٟ وَإِلََ الٍَّ وحَِ إلَِحْ

ُ
ؽْ أ َٞ و٣ََ

 44 :الـمؿ {الَْْةسِِي٨َ 
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And verily it has been revealed to you and to those before you that 

if you were to associate any partner with Allah, all your deeds 

would be utterly futile, and you would be among the losers. (Al-

Zumur 39:65) 

Another key aspect of Allah‘s mercy is that He rewards tenfold for 

each good deed but accounts only once for each bad deed. Allah 

said:  

ى إلٍَِّ ٦ِس٤ْ٭ََة و٥ْ٬َُ لََ  }  َـ يّبَِحِ ٚلََ يَُْ ٦ْسَةل٭َِة و٨ْ٦ََ صَةءَ ثةِلكٍّ
َ
شْْرُ أ َٔ ٨ْ٦َ صَةءَ ثةِلَْْكََ٪حِ ٫َُ٤َٚ 

٧َُ٤ٮنَ  ْْ  543 :ال٩ْٕةم {حُ

―Whoever comes (to the day of Judgment) with a good deed shall 

have ten times the like of it in reward and whoever comes with a 

bad deed he will only be requited with no more than the like of it 

and they shall not be wronged‖. (Al-An‘am 6: 160)   

Furthermore, when we do a bad deed and follow it with a good 

deed, the bad deed will be erased. Allah says:   

َٟ ذ٠ِْؿَى  } ِ يّبَِةتِ ذَل ة ٨َ٦ِ ال٤ٍّي٢ِْ إنٍِّ الَْْكََ٪ةتِ يؾ٬ُْبَِْْ الكٍّ ًٛ ؿَفَِِ الجٍّ٭َةرِ وَز٣َُ ََ لَةَ  ٥ِِٝ الىٍّ
َ
وَأ

ا٠ؿِي٨َِ   555 :٬ٮد {للٍِّ

―And establish prayers at the two ends of the day and at the 

approach of the night.  Indeed, good deeds do away with bad deeds.  

That is a reminder or those who remember.‖ (Hud 11:114) 
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Additionally, our bad deeds can be replaced with good deeds. In 

Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says about the righteous slaves of Al-

Rahman: 

وْلَ   } 
ُ
َٟ َٚأ ِ لُ  ه ُ قَيّـَِٔ  حُجَؽِّ  73 :ا٣ٛؿٝةن {ظَكَنَ خًٍ۬  ةد٭٥ِِْ ٱللٍَّ

Allah will substitute their evil deeds with good deeds.‖ (Al-Furqan 

25:70) 

However, we must be careful of two actions that can nullify the 

rewards of good deeds: boasting about the good deed and harming 

the person to whom we have done the good deed. Allah says: 

٭َةيـَ   }  حَّ
َ
ِي٨َ  أ ْ  ٱلٍَّ ْ  لََ  ءَا٦َُ٪ٮا ٤ٮُا ُِ  ـذس٥ُِ تُج  ذَى   ثٱِل ٨٧َِّ  وَؽََٝ

َ  445 :الْٞؿة {وَٱلْ 

―O you who believe, do not nullify your charity with boastful 

reminders and harm (Al-Baqarah 2:264) 

Another important aspect of Allah‘s mercy is that He rewards for 

intentions. If one intends to commit a bad deed but does not do it, 

Allah rewards him for refraining. If one intends to do a good deed 

but is unable to do it, Allah rewards him for his intention as if he 

did it. In a divine (Qudsi) hadith, the Prophet (peace and blessing 

be upon Him) narrated on behalf of Allah, who said:  

: لبي الله ّض  -فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ  -ّٕٗ لبي: لبي سعٛي الله  ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح سمٟ الله

ئرا رؾذس ّجذٞ ثأْ ٠ًّْ ؽغٕخ فأٔب أوزجٙب ٌٗ ؽغٕخ ِب ٌُ ٠ًّْ ، فارا ٍّّٙب  ―ٚعً : 

فأٔب أوزجٙب ثْؾش أِضبٌٙب ، ٚئرا رؾذس ثأْ ٠ًّْ ع١ئخ فأٔب أغفش٘ب ٌٗ ِب ٌُ ٠ٍّْٙب ، فارا 

لبٌذ اٌّلائىخ : سة  -فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ  -ٚلبي سعٛي الله  ٍّّٙب فأٔب أوزجٙب ٌٗ ثّضٍٙب ،
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ش٠ذ أْ ٠ًّْ ع١ئخ ٚ٘ٛ أثقش ثٗ، فمبي: اسلجٖٛ، فاْ ٍّّٙب فبوزجٛ٘ب ٌٗ ران ّجذن ٠

، ٚ٘زٖ سٚاٖ اٌؾ١خبْ[ ―ٌٗ ؽغٕخ ، فأّب رشوٙب ِٓ عشَّاٞ، ٚئْ رشوٙب فبوزجٛ٘ب ثّضٍٙب

 ]سٚا٠خ ِغٍُ

―If My servant intends to do a good deed but does not do it, I will 

record it for him as one good deed. If he does it, I will record it as 

ten good deeds. If he intends to do an evil deed but does not 

commit it, I will forgive him. But if he commits it, I will record it 

as one evil deed. The angels said: ‗Our Lord, Your servant intended 

to commit evil,‘ but Allah, who knows best, said: ‗Watch him; if he 

commits it, write it against him by its equivalent, but if he refrains 

for My sake, write it for him as one good deed.‖ (Bukhari and 

Muslim). 

This hadith represents a great gift from Allah if we take advantage 

of it with pure intention. This principle is also reported in the 

record of past prophets. For instance, during the time of Prophet 

Musa (Moses) (peace and blessing be upon Him), the children of 

Bani Israel suffered from poverty and famine. A simple shepherd, 

looking at the mountains where he was grazing sheep, said 

َّ "لذ عبء فٟ الأصش أٔٗ لذ أفبة ثٕٟ ئعشائ١ً صِٓ ِٛعٝ ١ٍّٗ اٌغلاَ فبلخ ِٚغبّخ،  ٚأ

ُُ أٔٗ ٌٛ وبْ ٌٟ سا١ّبً ثغ١يبً َٔشَ ئٌٝ اٌغجبي ؽ١ش ٠ش ّٝ غُٕ إٌبط، ٚلبي: اٌٍُٙ ئٔه رٍْ

فأٚؽٝ الله رْبٌٝ ئٌٝ ِٛعٝ ١ٍّٗ اٌغلاَ  !ِضً ٘زٖ اٌغجبي ر٘جبً ٌزقذلذُ ثٙب ٍّٝ ّجبدن

ًْ ٌْجذٞ أٟٔ لجٍذُ ِٕٗ فذلزٗ!  "أْ ٠ب ِٛعٝ لُ

―O Allah, You know that if I had such mountains of gold, I would 

give it all as charity to help Your slaves.‖ Allah revealed to Musa 
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(peace and blessing be upon Him) to tell this shepherd that Allah 

accepted his charity.‖ 

Mercy is the hallmark of Islam; Allah described the mission of the 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) by saying:  

{ ٓ َٟ  و٦ََة  ـ ر ق٤َ َ٪
َ
َحًً۬  إلٍَِّ  أ  ـ٧َِ٤نَ ٤ِ٣ّ   رحَ  َٕ

 537 :ال٩ْبيةء {

―We have not sent you, except as a mercy for all mankind.‖ (Al-

Anbia 21:107) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) emphasized the 

importance of mercy in many of his sayings. For example, he 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) said:  

ُِٙذاحٌ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُؽذ٠ش أثٟ ٘ش٠شح  لبي سعٛي الله   ٠ب أ٠ُّٙب اٌَّبطُ ئَّّب أٔب سؽّخٌ 

 ]اٌجخبسٞ[

―O People, I am but a guided Mercy‖ (Bukhari)  

]أخشعٗ  ِٓ لا ٠َشؽُ لا ٠ُشؽُ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُسعٛي الله  ؽذ٠ش أثٟ ٘ش٠شح  لبي

 ]ِٚغٍُ. اٌجخبسٞ،

―Whoever does not show mercy will not be shown mercy (by 

Allah).‖  

More than through sayings, the Prophet (peace and blessing be 

upon Him) demonstrated mercy through his actions throughout his 

life. A clear example is his response after the Battle of Uhud when 

the Quraysh army attacked Him and his followers in Madina. 
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During the battle, several of his companions were killed, including 

his uncle and major supporter Hamza, and the Prophet (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) himself was severely injured. When his 

companions asked him to supplicate to Allah against the people of 

Quraysh, He (peace and blessing be upon Him) instead said: ( َّ اٌٍَّٙ

َْ  O Allah, forgive my people, for they do not― (اغفش ٌمِٟٛ فاَُّٙ لا ٠ٍّْٛ

know.‖ Also, when He (peace and blessing be upon Him) gained 

victory against the people of Quraysh, instead of taking revenge for 

all the harm and suffering they caused Him and His companions for 

20 years, He (peace and blessing be upon Him) forgave all of them. 

There are many examples of the applications of Allah‘s name Al-

Rahim (The Most Merciful). 

Elements to Adopt in our Character  

To incorporate Allah‘s name Al-Rahim in our character, our 

actions should include at least the following three elements: 

1. Anchoring our actions with mercy even when someone 

commits injustice against us. 

2. Showing mercy to the negligent and disobedient by 

demonstrating a commitment to help them overcome their 

negligence towards Allah to secure His mercy. 

3. Never turn away from any needy person and commit to meet 

their needs to the extent of our ability. Even if you cannot 

offer the needed help, you should show sympathy and love 

and assist them through your prayers to Allah to satisfy their 

needs. 
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Section 5  Al-Malik (الولك) 

Al-Malik (الولك) - The King, The Sovereign 

Allah‘s name, Al-Malik (اٌٍّه), which can be translated as The 

King or The Sovereign, is revealed in the Holy Quran  five times in 

five verses: Taha 20:114, Al-Muminun 23:116, Al-Hashr 59:23, 

Al-Jumu‘ah 62:1, and Al-Naas 114:2. 

Allah is Al-Malik, The King, but unlike other kings in at least four 

ways: 

1. While earthly kings have limited territories, Allah, the King, 

has full control over the entire universe, including all the 

earth and the heavens. 

2. While earthly kings do not own everything in their 

kingdoms, Allah, the King, owns everything in the universe. 

Anything owned by others is merely a temporary trust placed 

under their control by Allah. 

3. While earthly kings do not have full control over everything 

in their kingdoms, Allah, the King, has complete control 

over everything that happens in the earth and the heavens. 

Nothing occurs in the universe, not even a leaf falling from a 

tree, without Allah‘s knowledge. 

4. While earthly kings need services from their subjects, Allah, 

the King, has no need of anyone or anything. Conversely, 

everything in the universe is in need of Him. 
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Therefore, invoking Allah‘s name Al-Malik (the King) reminds us 

of five unique elements: 

1. He is the ruler over all that exists in the universe. 

2. He is the owner of everything that exists. 

3. He has full control over everything that exists. 

4. He has no need for anything that exists. 

5. Everything that exists is in need of Him. 

Everything anyone has, whether power, wealth, health, dignity, or 

knowledge, is the property of Allah. He entrusts them to 

individuals temporarily, but He continues to own and control them 

and can take them away or multiply them at any time. Allah says in 

Surah Al-Imran: 

ّـَ ٨ْ٦َ تنََةءُ  }  ٨ْ تنََةءُ وَدُِٕ َٟ م٧ٍِّ َٟ ٨ْ٦َ تنََةءُ وَتَنُِْ  ال٤٧ُْْ ِٟ دؤُْتِِ ال٤٧ُْْ َٟ ال٤٧ُْْ ِ ٢ُِٝ ال٤ٍّ٭٥ٍُّ ٦َةل

ءٍ ٝؽَِيؿٌ  ِ شََْ
َٟ عََلَ كُّ  44 :آل ٧ٔؿان {...وَدؾُِلَّ ٨ْ٦َ تنََةءُ بيَِؽِكَ الَْْيْرُ إ٩ٍِّ

―Say: O Allah, the Owner of the kingdom, You give the kingdom 

to whom You will and take the kingdom away from whom You 

will. You bestow honor on whom You will and bring disgrace to 

whom You will. In Your hand is all that is good. Verily, You have 

power over all things.‖ (Al-Imran 3:26) 

Early Muslims understood this name well, knowing that everything 

they owned belonged to Allah and that they were merely trustees. 

When asked who owned their camels, a simple Arab would answer 

without hesitation, ―They belong to Allah, Who placed them in my 

hand as a temporary trust.‖   
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This perspective should shape our view of all we have. They 

belong to Allah, and He has entrusted us with them. We should 

have more trust in what is in Allah‘s hand than what is in our own. 

To be rich, trust that all wealth is in Allah‘s hand. To be powerful, 

rely entirely on Allah. To be honorable, be righteous and fear 

Allah.  

To be the wealthiest, most powerful, most generous, and happiest 

person, be conscious of Allah, rely on Him, and trust that 

everything you want is in His hand. The Prophet (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) emphasized self-reliance and not asking for 

help from others. He (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

ًُ ٌٟ أْ لا ٠ َِٓ ٠َىْفُ ْٛثبْ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ أْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعُ لبي: ) غأي ّٓ صَ

ًُ ٌَٗ ثبٌغَّخ(   ]سٚاٖ أثٛ داٚد[اٌَّبطَ ؽ١ئبً، ٚأرَىَفَّ

―Whoever guarantees me not to ask people for anything, I 

guarantee him paradise‖.  (Abu Dawoud)  

ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح سمٟ الله ّٕٗ أْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي: )لِأْ ٠ؾزيت أؽذوُ 

 ]اٌجخبسٞ[ٗ ِٓ أْ ٠غأي أؽذا ف١ْي١ٗ أٚ ٠ّْٕٗ(. ؽضِخ ٍّٝ ٍٙشٖ، خ١ش ٌ

―It is better for anyone to go and collect wood to carry on his back 

instead of asking people for help, and they either give him or refuse 

him‖ (Bukhari) 

The Prophet‘s companion Abu Dhar said: 
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َِشَِٟٔ ثِؾُتِّ ّٓ أثٟ رَسّ سمٟ ا ٍِ: أَ َِشَِٟٔ خ١ٍٍَِٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ثِغَجْ لله ّٕٗ لبي: )أَ

ْٛلِٟ،  َٛ فَ ُ٘  ْٓ َِ َُش ئٌَِٝ  ْٔ ٌََٚب أَ َٛ دُِٟٚٔ،  ُ٘  ْٓ َِ ْْ أَٔش ئٌَِٝ  َِشَِٟٔ أَ َٚأَ  ،ُْ ُٙ ْٕ ِِ  ِّ َٚاٌذُُّٔ  ،ِٓ َّغَبو١ِ اٌْ

َٚ ْْ أَدْثَشَدْ،  َٚئِ  َُ ًَ اٌشَّؽِ ْْ أَفِ َِشَِٟٔ أَ ْْ ٌَب أَعْأَيَ أَؽَذًا ؽ١َْئًب.( َٚأَ َِشَِٟٔ أَ  ]سٚاٖ أؽّذ[أَ

"My dear friend (peace and blessing be upon Him) ordered me to 

do seven things: to love the needy, to be close to them, to look at 

those who are less fortunate than me, to not look at those who are 

more fortunate than me, to connect with my extended family even 

if they boycotted me, and to never ask people for anything." 

(Ahmad)  

The Prophet‘s companion Awf Ibn Malik said: 

ّٓ ّٛف ثٓ ِبٌه الأؽغْٟ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي: )وٕب ّٕذ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ 

ُ رغْخ أٚ صّب١ٔخ أٚ عجْخ، فمبي فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ: ألا رجب٠ْْٛ سعٛيَ الله؟ لبي: ٚعٍ

فجغيٕب أ٠ذ٠ٕب ٚلٍٕب: لذ ثب٠ْٕبن ٠ب سعٛي الله! فْلاَ ٔجب٠ْه؟ لبي فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ: 

ٍّٝ أْ رْجذٚا الله ٚلا رؾشوٛا ثٗ ؽ١ئب، ٚاٌقٍٛاد اٌخّظ، ٚري١ْٛا، ٚلا رغأٌٛا إٌبط 

ٛف: فٍمذ سأ٠ذ ثْل أٌٚئه إٌفش ٠غمو عٛه أؽذُ٘، فّب ٠غأي أؽذاً ٠ٕبٌٚٗ ؽ١ئب. لبي ّ

 ]سٚاٖ ِغٍُ[ئ٠بٖ( 

―We were with the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) 

when He said: Do you want to make a solemn pledge with the 

messenger of Allah? We all extended our hands and asked: what 

will we give our pledge? He (peace and blessing be upon Him) 

said: to worship Allah and not associate anything with Him, to 

perform the five prayers, to obey me, and to not ask people for 

anything.‖ 

Awf Ibn Malik said that those who gave the pledge never asked 

people for anything, even if a whip fell from their hands while 
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riding a camel, they would go down and pick it up themselves 

instead of asking anyone to hand it to them. 

A student asked his righteous teacher for advice. The teacher said: 

―Be a king in this life, and you will become a king in the 

hereafter.‖ 

The student inquired, ―How would I do that?‖ 

The teacher replied: ―If you don‘t need anything from anyone, you 

become their equal, but if you need something from them, you 

become their prisoner. If you are generous to people, you become 

their king. If you become a king in this life, you will be a king in 

the hereafter.‖ 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

To incorporate elements of this divine name, Al-Malik, into our 

character and thus be kings in this life, we should adopt the 

following traits: 

1. Be kings over ourselves by having full ownership and 

control over our desires and passions, not allowing them to 

control us  

2. Limit our need from anyone and do not seek help from 

anyone other than Allah. To be king among people is to need 

nothing from anyone other than Allah. We are reminded of 

this at least 17 times every day when we recite in Al-Fatiha: 

ُٓ ١ِْ َٚئ٠َِّبنَ َٔغْزَ ْْجُذُ   You alone we worship and from You― ئ٠َِّبنَ َٔ

alone we seek help.‖ Even if we need to ask for help, we 

should never humiliate ourselves or get angry if not helped, 

as the person is merely a means, not the source. Only Allah 

decrees whether He wants to grant us the help we need and 

designate who can help us.  

3. Have full trust in Allah and no fear of losing wealth or 

power. To be a king among people, always be the giver and 

the helper because you believe that the source from which 

you draw your wealth and power is infinite, and no matter 

how much you spend, you will have more from the Ultimate 

King, Allah. 
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Section 6  Al-Quddus (القذوس) 

Al-Quddus (القذوس) - The Pure One, The Holy 

The name of Allah, "Al-Quddus," appears in two verses of the 

Qur‘an:  

وسُ  }  ؽَّ ُٞ ُٟ ا٣ْ ِي لََ إلََِ إلٍَِّ ٬ُٮَ ال٤٧َِْ ُ الٍَّ  43 :الْشْر {٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ

―He is Allah, there is no god but He, the King, the Holy‖  

(Al-Hashr 59:23) 

وسِ  }  ؽَّ ُٞ ِٟ ا٣ْ رضِْ ال٤٧َِْ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ و٦ََة فِِ الْْ ِ ٦َة فِِ الكٍّ  5 :ال٧ْٕح {يكَُجّطُِ لِلٍَّ

―Whatever is in the Heavens and on the Earth celebrates the praises 

of Allah, the King, the Holy.‘ (Al-Jumu‘ah 62:1) 

The name "Al-Quddus" is derived from the root "qudus" (لذط), 

signifying purity and freedom from imperfection. 

"Al-Quddus" (ِاٌْمُذُّٚط) is translated as ―the Pure One,‖ ―the 

Absolutely Perfect,‖ and ―the Holy.‖ Scholars describe "Al-

Quddus" as: ―The pure, free from all descriptions of human 

perfections.‖ Though this may seem unclear, it implies that Allah's 

perfections are limitless, beyond any finite human comparison. 

Allah‘s perfections in knowledge, power, wisdom, hearing, sight, 

and speech, transcend all human attributes; they are beyond any 

human description or imagination, even as we use limited human 

terms to describe them. 
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When Allah informed the angels that He would create a Khalifa 

 :or vicegerent, on Earth, they replied ,(خ١ٍَِفَخً)

{ ْٔ
َ
َٟ ٝةَلَ إنِِّّ أ َ سُ ل ؽِّ َٞ ُٟ ال٦ََِّةءَ وَن٨ََُْ نكَُجّطُِ ب٧َِْْؽِكَ وَجُ كِؽُ ذيِ٭َة وَيكَِْٛ ْٛ ٢ُ ذيِ٭َة ٨ْ٦َ حُ َٕ تَْ

َ
٥َُ٤ أ

٧َُ٤ْٕٮنَ ٦َة لََ   33 :الْٞؿة {تَ

―Will You place in it someone who will cause mischief in it and 

shed blood, while we, we hymn Your praise and glorify Your 

holiness? He said: I know that which you do not know.‖   (Al-

Baqara 2:30) 

The angels‘ act (ََُٚٔمَذِّطُ ٌَه ) was translated as ―glorify Your 

holiness,‖ but it can also mean ―we sanctify ourselves for You,‖ 

signifying their effort to purify themselves to be close to Allah. 

Allah attributes purity to certain of His creations, deriving their 

names from "Al-Quddus": 

1. The archangel Gabriel is called ―Ruh Al-Qudus‖ (ِسُٚػِ اٌْمُذُط), 

or ―the Holy Spirit,‖ because of his purity in conveying 

revelation to Allah‘s messengers. 

2. Palestine is named ―Al-Ard Al-Muqadasah‖ (َُّمَذَّعَخ  ,(اٌْأَسْكَ اٌْ

or ―the Holy Land.‖ 

3. The valley where Allah spoke to Prophet Moses is called 

―Al-Wadi Al-Muqadas‖ (ُِّمَذَّط َٛادِ اٌْ  ‖.the ―Holy Valley ,(اٌْ

The teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon 

Him) emphasize both physical and spiritual purity, essential for 
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serving as Allah‘s vicegerent (Khalifa). In a hadith Qudsi, Allah 

says: 

 .ّجذٞ ىٙشد َِٕش اٌخٍك ع١ٕٓ، أفلا ىٙشد َِٕشٞ عبّخ

 ―My slave, you have purified yourself for people for many years, 

wouldn‘t you be able to purify yourself for me even for one hour.‖  

We know that Allah values the purity of heart and deeds, as He 

says: 

َّبٌِهُ ―  ّْ َٚأَ  ُْ َُشُ ئٌَِٝ لٍُُٛثِىُ ْٕ ٠َ ْٓ ٌََٚىِ  ،ُْ َٛاٌِىُ ِْ َٚأَ  ُْ َٛسِوُ َُشُ ئٌَِٝ فُ ْٕ َٗ ٌَب ٠َ َّ اٌٍَّ  )ِغٍُ  (”ئِ

―Allah does not look at your appearance or your wealth, but He 

looks at your heart and your deeds‖. 

While we might be impressed by someone‘s appearance, Allah 

judges by the heart and deeds, as righteous actions reflect the purity 

of the heart. Allah says: 

ُٓ ٦َةلٌ وَلََ بَُ٪ٮنَ ) }  َٛ ٤تٍْ ق٤َيِمٍ ٨٨يٮَمَْ لََ حَ٪ْ َٞ ِ تَِ الَلٍَّ ث
َ
 89-88 :النٕؿاء  {( إلََِّ ٨ْ٦َ أ

―On that Day, neither wealth nor children will benefit anyone, (88), 

except one who comes to Allah with a pure heart.‖ (Al-Shu‘ara 

26:88-89) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) also taught the 

importance of bodily cleanliness, encouraging regular washing and 

bathing beyond ritual washing before prayer, including weekly 

bathing and after certain conditions. 
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Examples of the Prophet‘s (peace and blessing be upon Him) 

teachings on physical purity include: 

 :َُ َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّْ ِّٞ لَبيَ: لَبيَ سَعُٛيُ الِله فٍََّٝ الُله  َْشِ َِبٌِهٍ اٌْأَؽْ ُٙٛسُ ؽَيْشُ “ّٓ أَثِٟ  اٌيُّ

ِْ َّب  سٚاٖ ِغٍُ…” اٌْا٠ِ

―Purification is part of Faith. ‖ (Muslim) 

ِّٙشٚا ٘زٖ “الله ّٕٗ، لبي: لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ:  ّٓ اثٓ ّّش سمٟ ىَ

ٍََِه، لا  َّٙشوُ الُله؛ فأَّٗ ١ٌظ ِٓ ّجذٍ ٠ج١ذُ ىب٘شاً ئلا ثبدَ ِْٗ فٟ ؽِْبسٖ  الأعغبد، ى

ًِ ئلا لبي: اٌٍُٙ اغفش ٌْجذِنَ؛ فأَّٗ ثبدَ ىب٘شاً  ))ٌٍيجشأٟ ]‖.٠ٕمٍتُ عبّخً ِٓ ا١ٌٍ

―Purify your bodies, and Allah will purify you. No one sleeps 

purified but that an angel remains with him, supplicating to Allah 

every hour of the night, saying, ‗O Allah, forgive Your slave, for 

he slept in a state of purity.‖ (Al-Tabarani) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) also emphasized the 

purification of the mouth by brushing the teeth with a miswak, 

stating: 

 :َُ َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّْ ِّٟ فٍََّٝ الُله  ْٓ إٌَّجِ َّ َٙب  ْٕ َّ َٟ الُله  َّبئِؾَخُ سَمِ  َٓ ١ِٕ ِِ ُّإْ َُّ اٌْ َٙشَحٌ “لَبٌَذْ أُ َِيْ َٛانُ  اٌغِّ

َِشْمَبحٌ  ،ُِ ٍْفَ  .سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ” ٌٍِشَّةِّ ٌِ

―The miswak is a cleanser for the mouth and pleasing to the Lord.‖ 

(Bukhari) 

While the purity of the heart is paramount, personal appearance is 

also valued as an acknowledgment of Allah‘s blessings in creating 

us in the best form. Allah says: 
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 {  ۖ٥ْ ُِ ظْك٨ََ وُٮَرَ
َ
٥ْ ٚأَ ُِ رَ ِ وَوَٮٍّ ّٜ رضَْ ثةِلَْْ

َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ َٜ الكٍّ ةث٨ُ {ال٧َْىِيرُ  وَإِلَح٫ِْ  ػ٤ََ َ٘  3:الّت

He has created the heavens and the earth with truth, and He shaped 

you and made your shapes good, And to Him is the final Return. 

(Al-Taghabun 64:3) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) emphasized that 

Muslims should look presentable, as each Muslim represents Islam. 

He said: 

عًٙ اثٓ اٌؾ١ٍَٕخ لبي : لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚآٌٗ ٚعٍُ : " أؽغٕٛا ٌجبعىُ  ّٓ

 ]أخشعخ أثٛ داٚد ٚاٌؾبوُ ٚأؽّذ[ٚأفٍؾٛا سؽبٌىُ ؽزٝ رىٛٔٛا وأٔىُ ؽبِخ فٟ " . 

―Dress well and organize your travels, so you will appear noble 

among people‖.  

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) exemplified 

personal cleanliness and beauty in his clothing and fragrance. He 

never left the house without being properly dressed and using 

perfume.  His wife Aisha (RA) said: 

 ٠ؾت اٌي١ت، ٠ٚأِش ثٗ(.ّٓ ّبئؾخ سمٟ الله ّٕٙب أْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ: )وبْ 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) used to love 

perfumes and orders others to use them.  

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) also said:  

ََ ―ّٓ أثٟ رس سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي: لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ:  ِٓ اغزغً ٠ٛ ِ

َِب وزَتَ الله  َِظَّ  ْٓ أؽغٓ ص١بثٗ، ٚ ِِ َٓ اٌيُّٙٛس، ٌٚجِظَ  َّٙش فأؽغَ َٓ اٌغُغًْ، ٚري اٌغّْخ فأؽغ
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ِٓ، غفش الله ٌٗ ِب  َٓ اص١ٕ َّ أرٝ اٌّغغذ، فٍُ ٠ٍَْغُ، ٌُٚ ٠ُفَشِّقْ ث١ ِٓ أٍ٘ٗ، صُ ْ٘ ْٚ دُ ْٓ ى١تِ أ ِِ  ٌٗ

 )سٚاٖ اٌيجشأٟ( ‖ث١ٕٗ ٚث١ٓ اٌغّْخ الُأخْشٜ

―Whoever washes on Friday, purifies himself, dresses in his best 

clothes, applies perfume, and then goes to the mosque without idly 

talking or separating people, Allah will forgive him for sins 

between this Friday and the next.‖ (Al-Tabarani)  
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

One who understands the meaning of "Al-Quddus" (ِاٌْمُذُّٚط) will 

strive to purify themselves, especially in moments of prayer or 

supplication. To embody Allah‘s name "Al-Quddus," we must 

purify our hearts, knowledge, actions, and bodies. These are key 

aspects to incorporate into our character: 

1. Purifying the heart from hatred, jealousy, hypocrisy, 

arrogance, miserliness, etc. 

2. Filling the heart with love for Allah and the desire for 

Paradise. 

3. Purifying knowledge from falsehoods and vanities. 

4. Refraining from sinful actions. 

5. Maintaining cleanliness and beauty in physical appearance. 

6. Ensuring purity in the places we visit, the people we 

befriend, the words we speak, the thoughts we entertain, and 

the actions we take. 
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Section 7  As-Salam (السلام) 

As-Salam (السلام) “The Peace”, The Flawless 

Allah‘s name As-Salaam, "The Peace," appears once in the Holy 

Quran  in Surat Al-Hashr:  

ُـ الَْْجٍّةرُ  } ـيِ َٕ لَمُ ال٧ُْؤ٨ُِ٦ْ ال٧ُْ٭َي٨ُ٧ِْ ا٣ْ وسُ الكٍّ ؽَّ ُٞ ُٟ ا٣ْ ِي لََ إلََِ إلٍَِّ ٬ُٮَ ال٤٧َِْ ُ الٍَّ ُ ۚ  ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ  ال٧ُْذ١ََبِِّ
ِ  قُجعَْةنَ  ة اللٍَّ ٮنَ  خ٧ٍَّ ُِ

  43 :الْشْر {يشُْْرِ

―He is Allah, there is no god but He, the King, the Holy, the Peace, 

The Keeper of Faith, the Guardian, the Eminent, the Compeller, the 

Proud. Glory to Allah above what they associate with Him." (Al-

Hashr 59:23) 

Abu-Hurairah (أثٟ ٘ش٠شح) reported that the Prophet (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) said: 

 )اٌيجشأٟ( ‖ِٓ أعّبء الله رْبٌٝ فأفؾٖٛ ث١ٕىُئْ اعُ اٌغلاَ ― 

―The name Al-Salaam (The Peace) is among the names of Allah, 

the Most-High, so spread it among yourselves‖. (Al-Tabarani)   

Both Thouban (ْصٛثب) and Aisha (ََّبئِؾَخ ) reported that the Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) would say after completing his 

prayers::  

َُ، رَجَبسوذَ ٠ب رَا اٌغلايِ ٚالإوشَاَ― ِِٕهَ اٌغَّلا ٚ ،َُ ْٔذَ اٌغَّلا  )فؾ١ؼ ِغٍُ(―  اٌٍَُّٙ أ

―O Allah, you are The Peace and from you is peace. Blessed are 

you, the Majestic and Generous.‖  (Muslim) 
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The name Al-Salaam is derived from the Arabic root s-l-m (ٍُع) 

which has the following meanings: 

1. Source of peace, tranquility, contentment, security, 

health, and prosperity. 

2. Freedom from imperfections, faults, and impurity 

3. Completeness of purity and wholeness.   

The name Al-Salaam encompasses: 

1. Allah‘s attributes are perfect and pure. 

2. Allah is the source of peace, safety, and security for all 

creation. 

3. Allah‘s actions are free from any harm or evil. 

As Al-Salaam, Allah is the source of all peace and security in the 

world. This concept is exemplified through various aspects of 

creation: 

1. In the Human Body: Allah designed the body with multi 

built-in protections. For instance: 

o The kidney‘s redundancy allows survival with one 

kidney. 

o The location of arteries deep beneath the skin protects 

them from injury, while veins are more accessible for 

blood samples. 

o The rigidity of an infant‘s nose enables safe breathing 

while breastfeeding. 

2. In Water: Water‘s unique property of expanding when it 

freezes allows ice to float, insulating the water below and 

preventing oceans from freezing entirely. 
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Usage of As-Salaam in Islamic Vocabulary 

1. Greeting of Peace: Muslims greet with As-Salaamu Alaykum 

("Peace be unto you"), a greeting initiated by Prophet Adam 

as taught by Allah. The Prophet (Ppeace and blessing be 

upon Him) Said:  

ٌّب خٍك الله آدَ »لبي:  -فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ-ّٓ إٌجٟ  -سمٟ الله ّٕٗ-ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح 

ُْ ٍّٝ أٌٚئه  -فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ- فبعزِّ ِب  -َٔفَشٍ ِٓ اٌّلائىخ عٍٛط-لبي: ار٘ت فَغٍَِّ

زُهَ ٚرؾ١خ رُس٠ِّزِهَ. فمبي: اٌغلاَ ١ٍّىُ، فمبٌٛا: اٌغلاَ ١ٍّه ٚسؽّخ الله، ٠ُؾ١ََُّٛٔهَ؛ فأٙب رَؾ١َِّ

 ]ِزفك ١ٍّٗ.[  .«فَضَادُُٖٚ: ٚسؽّخ الله

After Allah created Adam, He told him to and greet this group of 

angels who are there and listen to how they will greet you because 

it is your greeting and the greeting of your descendants.  Adam 

went and said ―Asalaam Alukum‖ (Peace be unto you‖.  They 

answered, ―Alyk Asalaam Wa Rahmat Allah‖ (Peace and Mercy of 

Allah be unto you), they added Mercy of Allah. (Bukhari and 

Muslim) 

2. Response to Evil: The righteous respond to belligerence with 

peace, as stated in the Holy Quran : 

{ َ ِٔجَةدُ ٱلؿٍّح  ِي٨َ   ـ٨ِ وَ نُٮنَ  ٱلٍَّ رۡضِ  عََلَ  ح٧َ 
َ ٩ًً۬ة ٱلْ  جَ٭٥ُُ  وَإِذَا ٬َٮ  ََ  ـ٭٤ِٮُنَ  ػَة َ ْ  ٱلْ   ٝةَلٮُا

ة  ـ٧ًً۬  43 :ا٣ٛؿٝةن}ق٤ََ

―The righteous slaves of Al-Rahman are those who walk on the 

earth humbly and respond with peace when addressed by the 

ignorant.‖ (Al-Furqan 25:63) 
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3. Paradise as Dar Al-Salaam: Paradise is called the ―Abode of 

Peace,‖ a place of ultimate safety and tranquility. Allah says: 

اطٍ مُكْذَٞيِمٍ  } لَمِ وَيَ٭ْؽِي ٨ْ٦َ ينََةءُ إلََِ صَِِ ٮ إلََِ دَارِ الكٍّ ُٔ ُ يؽَْ  44 :يٮنف {وَاللٍَّ

―Allah invites to the abode of peace and guides whomsoever he 

wants to the straight Path.‖  (Yunus 10:25) 

4. Real Peace in Paradise: In paradise, all sources of conflict 

are removed. The righteous are promised entry in peace and 

eternal joy, Allah Says: 

 ـ  ػ٤ُٮ٬َُةٱد  } خَـ  46) ءَا٦ِ٪نَِ  مٍ بك٤ََِ ٮَ  ٢ٍِّٗ  ٨ِ٦ّ   وُؽُور٥ِ٬ِ فِِ  ٦َة َ٪ة( و٩ََ رًٍ۬  ٩ةً عََلَ  اإػِ   ـج٤ِنَِ  سُُ َٞ ذَ َّ٦ 
٭٥ُ  47) ؿصَِنَ  ة٭٦ِّ٪   ٥٬ُ و٦ََة ٩ىََتًٌ۬  ذيِ٭َة ( لََ ح٧ََكَّ  58-54 :الْضؿ {ث٧ُِؼ 

―Enter here in Peace and Security." (46) And We shall remove any 

grudge from their hearts: (they will be) brothers (joyfully) sitting 

on couches, facing each other. (47) No fatigue shall touch them, 

nor will they be asked to leave from there.‖ (Al-Hijr 15:45-48) 

5. Peace in Paradise‘s Greeting: Those who enter paradise are 

welcomed with peace: 

د   }
ُ
 ـ  ػ٢َِ وَأ ْ ٱلىٍّ ٤٧ِٮُا َٔ ْ وَ ِي٨َ ءَا٦َُ٪ٮا  ـخِ ٱلٍَّ  ـ  ٤عَِ   ة٭تَُ ذِ  ٨٦ِ تَ ؿِى خًٍ۬ صَ٪ٍّ

َ  ـ   ـؿُ ٭٩  ٱلْ   ة٭َ ذيِ لِِي٨َ ػَ
 ـ٥ٌ  ة٭َ ذيِ ٥  ٭ُ تَُيٍِّذُ  ۖ رَبّ٭٥ِِ   بإِذِ نِ   43 :إثؿا٬ي٥ {ق٤ََ

―And those who believed and did good deeds shall be admitted to 

Gardens underneath which rivers flow, living there forever by the 

will of their Lord.  Their greeting therein will be: Peace.‖ (Ibrahim 

14:23) 

6. The Quran as a Guide to Peace: The Quran guides people to 

the path of peace. 

جنٌِ ...} ِ ٩ٮُرٌ وَِذَِةبٌ ٦َّ ٮَا٫َُ٩ قُج٢َُ   ﴾15﴿ َٝؽْ صَةءَز٥ُ ٨َِ٦ّ اللٍَّ ًْ َٓ  رِ جَ ُ ٨ِ٦َ اتٍّ حَ٭ْؽِي ث٫ِِ  اللٍَّ
لَمِ   54-54 :ا٧٣ةاؽة {...الكٍّ
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―There has come to you from Allah, a light and clear book (15) 

With it Allah guides who seeks His pleasure to the path of Peace.‖ 

(Al-Maeda 5:15-16) 

7. The Greeting of the Righteous on Judgment Day: Those who 

receive their deeds in their right hand will be greeted with 

peace: 

{ ٓ ة ٍّ٦
َ
 ـتِ  ٨٦ِ   كََنَ  إنِ وَأ عَ و 

َ
َ  أ  ـ 90) ٧ِنِ ٱلح  َٟ  ٥ًٌ۬ ( ٚك٤َََ  ـتِ  ٨٦ِ   ٣ٍّ عَ و 

َ
َ  أ      95-93 :الٮإٝح {٧ِنِ ٱلح 

―And if he is from among the people of the right, (90) (it will be 

said to them) ―Peace to you," as you are one of the people of the 

Right. ―(Al-Waqia 56: 90-91) 

8. Islam as the Path to Peace 

The essence of Islam can be summarized around Allah‘s name Al-

Salaam (The Peace) ―Allah is the Peace (Al-Salaam) and He 

revealed the Holy Quran  to guide humanity to the path of peace 

 and this leads (فٟ علاَ) to ensure that they live in peace  (عجً اٌغلاَ)

them to the final destination which is the abode of peace (َداس اٌغلا), 

where they will enter it in  peace ( ٍَثِغٍََـ ) and they will greet each 

other with peace (َعلا) greetings.. 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) encouraged 

spreading peace to enter paradise, saying: 

ٍَ ِٓ عَلَا ِٗ ث َّ  ّٓ ّجذِاٌٍَّ َّ اٌَّجِ ََ، ―لبيَ:  صلى الله عليه وسلم، أَ َْب ُّٛا اٌيَّ ِْ َٚأَىْ  ،ََ َٙب اٌَّبطُ أَفْؾٛا اٌغَّلا أ٠َُّ

 ،ٌَ َٚاٌَّبطُ ١ِٔب  ] سٚاٖ أؽّذ ٚاٌزشِزٞ ٚاٌؾبوُ― [رَذخٍُُٛا اٌغََّخَ ثِغَلاََٚفٍَُّٛا ثب١ًٌٍَّْ 

―O people, spread peace, feed others, pray at night when people are 

sleeping, and you will enter paradise in peace.‖ (Ahmad, Tirmidhi) 
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The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) also emphasized: 

لا رذخٍْٛ ―ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي: لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ: 

اٌغٕخ ؽزٝ رإِٕٛا، ٚلا رإِٕٛا ؽزٝ رؾبثٛا، أٚلا أدٌىُ ٍّٝ ؽٟء ئرا فٍْزّٖٛ رؾبثجزُ: 

 ]سٚاٖ ِغٍُ[ ‖أفؾٛا اٌغلاَ ث١ٕىُ

―You will not enter Paradise until you believe, and you will not 

believe until you love each other. Shall I tell you something that, if 

you did, you would love each other? Spread peace among 

yourselves‖ (Muslim) 

The Prophet's Dedication to Peace 

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah ( ٌْؾُذ٠َْج١َِّخافٍََؼ  ) demonstrates the 

Prophet‘s (peace and blessing be upon Him) commitment to peace, 

as he accepted an agreement that seemingly disadvantaged the 

Muslims, solely for the sake of ten years of peace. 

Understanding Evil in Light of Al-Salaam 

Allah‘s name Al-Salaam implies that His actions are free from evil, 

and are intended to ensure peace, safety, and security for mankind.  

However, this world is a place of trials where even seemingly 

negative events can yield positive outcomes. For instance, painful 

surgery can be lifesaving. Similarly, Allah sometimes permits 

challenges to guide people to a better path. There is no absolute 

evil; every hardship has a potential good outcome.  Allah reminds 

us: 
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{  ْٕ ٭٥ُْ بَ َٞ يؽِْي الجٍّةسِ لِحُؾِي
َ
ِ وَالْْعَْؿِ ث٧َِة ٠َكَجَخْ أ كَةدُ فِِ ا٣بَِّْ َٛ ٭َؿَ ا٣ْ ٤ٍّ٭٥ُْ َّ َٕ ٤٧ِٮُا ٣َ َٔ ِي  يَ الٍَّ

ُٕٮنَ   55 :الؿوم {..يؿَصِْ

―Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by what 

people‘s hands have earned so He may let them taste part of [the 

consequence of] what they have done that perhaps they will return 

[to righteousness].‖ (Al-Rum 30:41) 

ٮ خ٨َْ ٠َسيِرٍ  } ُٛ ْٕ يؽِْيس٥ُْ وَيَ
َ
وَةثس٥َُْ ٨ْ٦ِ مُىِيجَحٍ ٚج٧ََِة ٠َكَجَخْ أ

َ
 33 :النٮرى {..و٦ََة أ

―Whatever misfortune happens to you, it is because of the things 

your hands have brought, and for many (of them) He grants 

forgiveness.‖ (Al-Shura 42:30) 

Elements to Adopt in our Character 

To embody Al-Salaam, Muslims should strive to: 

1. Find reassurance in Allah‘s remembrance. 

٤ٮُبُ } ُٞ ٧َه٨َِّ ا٣ْ ُْ ِ تَ ؿِ اللٍَّ
ِْ لََ ثؾِِ

َ
ؽ {أ  48 :الؿٔ

―Without a doubt, by the mention of Allah‘s name, the hearts feel 

secure‖ (Al-Raad 13:28)  

2. Maintain pure hearts free of malice and envy. 

٤تٍْ ق٤َيِمٍ  }  َٞ ِ َ ث تَِ اللٍَّ
َ
ُٓ ٦َةلٌ وَلََ بَُ٪ٮنَ إلٍَِّ ٨ْ٦َ أ َٛ  89 :النٕؿاء {يٮَمَْ لََ حَ٪ْ
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―At that day neither wealth nor progeny shall be of benefit, 

except one who comes to Allah with a pure heart.‖ (Al-Shuara 

26:88-89 

3. Act in peace, ensuring their actions align with Allah‘s 

guidance. 

4. Be sources of peace and security for others, as defined by the 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him): 

 َّٟ َّ اٌَّجِ اٌّغٍُ ِٓ عٍُ إٌبط ِٓ ٌغبٔٗ ٠ٚذٖ، ٚاٌّإِٓ ِٓ ―لبيَ  صلى الله عليه وسلمّٓ أثٛ ٘ش٠شح ، أَ

 ] اٌزشِزٞ  ٚإٌغبئٟ ٚأؽّذ [.  ‖إِٔٗ إٌبط ٍّٝ دِبئُٙ ٚأِٛاٌُٙ

―The Muslim is the one from whom people are safe from his 

tongue and his hand and the believer is the one people trust their 

lives and wealth‖. (Tirmidhi) 
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Section 8 Al-Mu'min (الوؤهن) 

Al-Mu'min (الوؤهن) -  The Inspirer of Faith, the faithful, the 

Believer 

Allah‘s name "Al-Mu'min" appears once in the Holy Quran , in 

Surah Al-Hashr: 

 ـ }  ِي لََ إ٣َِ ُ الٍَّ ُٟ  ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ وسُ  ال٤٧َِْ ؽَّ ُٞ لَمُ  ا٣ْ  ُـ ال٧ُْ٭َي٨٧ُِْ  ال٧ُْؤ٨ِ٦ُْ  الكٍّ ـيِ َٕ ُ  الَْْجٍّةرُ  ا٣ْ  ال٧ُْذ١ََبِِّ

ِ  قُجعَْةنَ  ة اللٍَّ ٮنَ  خ٧ٍَّ ُِ
 43 :الْشْر {يشُْْرِ

―He is Allah, there is no god but He, the King, the Holy, the Peace, 

the Inspirer of faith, the Guardian, the Eminent, the Compeller, the 

Proud, glory to Allah above the partners they attribute to Him.‖ 

(Al-Hashr 59:23) 

Scholars have offered several translations of "Al-Mu‘min‖ (ُٓ ِِ ُّإْ  ,(اٌْ

including "the Inspirer of Faith," "the Infuser of Faith," "the Giver 

of Faith," "the Guardian of Faith," "the Keeper of Faith," and "the 

Supreme Believer." Translating this name presents a challenge 

because "Mu‘min" ( ُُِٓ ِِ إْ ) is also used to refer to a good Muslim, or 

"believer." Thus, the simplest translation for "Al-Mu'min" could be 

"The Believer." However, one might ask: What does Allah believe 

in? 

Since "Al-Mu‘min" appears only once in the Holy Quran , we turn 

to Arabic lexicons to explore its root meaning. Derived from the 

root [ْ َ أ] "Amena," it means to trust, believe, and provide 

security. Examples of words derived from this root include: 
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٩خَْ ث٧ُِؤ٨ٍ٦ِْ لَجةَ وَلٮَْ ٠ُ٪ٍّة}
َ
 :17ٮقُٙيُ  } وَةدرِنَِ  و٦ََة أ

―And you will not believe us even if we are truthful‖. (Yusuf 

12:17) 

٧َ٭٥ُْ ٨ْ٦ِ صُٮٍ  وَآ٦ََ٪٭٥ُْ ٨ْ٦ِ ػَٮفٍْ } َٕ َْ َ
ِي أ  :4ليُٝؿَ   {الٍَّ

―He is the one who fed them after being hungry and gave them 

security after being fearful‖. (Quraish 106:4) 

٢ِ  و٨٦َِ  }  ٬
َ
 ـتِ ٱ٣   أ   إنِ ٨٦َ   ١ِذَ

 
ةرًٍ۬  ٦َ٪ ٫ُ دأَ َُ ٨   و٦َِ٪ ٭٥ُ َٟ إلَِح   يؤَُدّهِۦِۤ ثِِٞ٪   إنِ ٦ٍّ

 
 يؤَُدِّهۦِۤ لٍَّ  ثؽِِيَ٪ةرًٍ۬  ٦َ٪ ٫ُ دأَ

خَ  ٦َة إلٍَِّ  َٟ إلَِح   ٤يَ ٫ِ  د٦ُ  ٧ِٔؿَان  { ة٧ًًۗ۬ ٝآَٮِٕ  َٔ  :75آل 

―Among the People of the Book are some who, if entrusted with a 

ton of gold, will (readily) pay it back; others, who if entrusted with 

a single silver coin, will not repay it unless you keep demanding 

it.‖ (Al-Emran 3:75) 

ؤ   وَٝةَلَ رص٢ًٌَُ۬ } نَ  ءَالِ  ٨ِ٦ّ   ٨ٌ٦ًِ۬ ٦َّ ٮ  َٔ ذ٥ُُ  ٚؿِ   ـ  يسَ  ٞ   َ٪٫ُۥإي٧َِ تَ
َ
ُ  ذ٤ُٮُنَ أ َ ٱللٍَّ ٮلَ رَبِِّ ُٞ ن حَ

َ
 {رصَُلً أ

 :28غََٚؿ

―And said a believer, a man from among the people of Pharaoh, 

who had concealed his belief, "Will you kill a man because he says 

`My Lord is Allah'?‘ (Ghafer 40:28) 

When the name Al-Mu‘min (ُٓ ِِ ُّإْ  applied to Allah, it embodies (اٌْ

three meanings: 
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1. Allah‘s Absolute Self-Belief 

Allah fully knows His power and authority and affirms all His 

glorious attributes. In Surah Al-Imran, Allah testifies to His own 

divinity: 

 ـ  }  ٫ٍُّ٩ لََ إ٣َِ
َ
ُ أ   58 :آل ٧ٔؿان {إلٍَِّ ٬ُٮَ  ٫َ مَ٭ِؽَ اللٍَّ

"Allah testifies that there is no god but He." (Al-Emran 3:18) 

Unlike human beings, who may overestimate their abilities, Allah 

is fully aware of His omnipotence, never making a commitment 

beyond His capacity. Obviously, nothing is difficult for Allah. This 

is evident in verses like: 

٤ي٧ًِة ٝؽَِيؿًا}  َٔ رضِْ إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ كََنَ 
َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَلََ فِِ الْْ ءٍ فِِ الكٍّ َـهُ ٨٦ِ شََْ ْٕضِ ُ لِحُ  :ٚةَؿ {و٦ََة كََنَ اللٍَّ

55 

"There is nothing in the heavens or on earth that is difficult for 

Allah." (Fatir 35:44) 

ُ عََلَ  } ءٍ  كُِّ  وَكََنَ اللٍَّ  45 :ا٣ٛذط {ٝؽَِيؿًا شََْ

"Allah is always able to do everything." (Al-Fath 48:21) 

2. Allah‘s Belief in His Messengers and Their Message 

Allah expresses His belief in the truthfulness of the message 

revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him): 
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ِ مَ٭ِيؽًا}  فَ ثةِللٍَّ َِ لَُ ث٫٧ِْ٤ِِِٕ وَال٧َْلَن١َِحُ ينَْ٭َؽُونَ وَ َـ ْ ٩
َ
َٟ أ لَ إلَِحْ َـ ْ٩

َ
ُ ينَْ٭َؽُ ث٧َِة أ  {٣س٨َِِ اللٍَّ

 544 :ا٣نكةء

"Allah bears witness that what He has sent down to you 

(Muhammad), He has sent with His (Own full) Knowledge and the 

angels bear witness: though Allah suffices as a Witness" (Al-Nisa 

4:166). 

This implies that every promise within Allah‘s revelations is true, 

as Allah will fulfill it. Examples include: 

ؽَ } ْٔ ِ ريِلً وَ وْؽَقُ ٨َِ٦ اللٍَّ
َ
ة و٨ْ٦ََ أ ًّٞ ِ ظَ  :122ا٣نّكَِةء {اللٍَّ

"Allah’s promise is the truth, and whose word can be truer than 

Allah’s?" (Al-Nisa 4:122) 

ْٔؽَهُ } ُ وَ ُٙ اللٍَّ ِ ِ لََ ي٤ُْ ؽَ اللٍَّ ْٔ وم{وَ  :6الؿَّ

"The promise is from Allah, and Allah never fails to fulfill His 

promise." (Al-Rum 30:6) 

Therefore, "Al-Mu'min" means that Allah is committed to every 

statement and promise conveyed by His messengers. 

3. Allah as the Provider of Security 

As Al-Mu'min, Allah is the source of security, granting safety and 

protection. His creations are meticulously designed to ensure safety 

and stability. Consider, for instance, the fixed properties of 
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matter—if these were variable, safety would be impossible to 

maintain. Likewise, the stability of celestial bodies allows life to 

thrive on Earth. Even within our own bodies, Allah has embedded 

senses and responses that keep us aware of dangers. 

When Allah instills fear in people's hearts, it often serves to guide 

them away from worldly temptations and toward eternal security. 

Manifestations of Al-Mu'min in the Character of Prophet 

Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him): 

Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him) embodied 

the attributes of Al-Mu'min. He believed in his role as the Seal of 

the Prophets and remained a source of security and peace for both 

Muslims and non-Muslims. His teachings emphasized safety and 

justice for all, as seen in his sayings: 

ْٓ َّ  ِّ ِٓ اٌَّجِ َّ ِٓ ّّش سمٟ الله ّّٕٙب،  ِٗ ثْ ُْ ٠َشَػْ ―لَبيَ:  صلى الله عليه وسلمَّجْذِاٌٍَّ َ٘ذًا ٌَ َْب ُِ  ًَ ْٓ لَزَ َِ

ًِب سَائِؾَخَ َّب  َٓ ١ِْ َِغ١ِشَحِ أَسْثَ  ْٓ ِِ َٙب ١ٌَُٛعَذ  َّ س٠ِؾَ َٚئِ ُّ.[. ‖اٌْغََّخِ،  ُٗ اٌْجُخَبسِ  ]أَخْشَعَ

―Whoever kill a Mu‗ahad (non-Muslim citizen and any person 

under a treaty) will never smell the fragrance of Paradise, though 

its fragrance can be found at a distance of forty years (of travel).  

 ِ ٨ِ الجٍّبِيّ َٔ
ألَ ٨٦ ٥٤ّ ٦ٕة٬ؽًا أو ا٩ذٞى٫ أو ك٫َٛ ٚٮق َةٝذ٫ أو أػؾ ٦٪٫ ميبة ― :ٝةَلَ  صلى الله عليه وسلم

  )رواه أثٮ داود( ‖حٚأ٩ة ظضيض٫ يٮم ا٣ٞية٦ :ث٘ير َيت ٩ٛف

―Indeed, whoever wrongs a Mu‗ahad (non-Muslim citizen and any 

person under a treaty) or violates his right or burdens him with 
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work beyond his capabilities, or takes something from him without 

permission, I shall be his advocate on the day of Judgment.‖ (Abu 

Daoud)  

Despite his superior status, the Prophet was known for his humility. 

Abu Hurairah reported that the Prophet (peace and blessing be 

upon Him) said: 

 ِٗ ١ٍََّْ  ُٗ ِٗ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ُ٘ش٠َْشَحَ لَبيَ : لَبيَ سَعُٛيُ اٌٍَّ َِخِ ّٓ أَثُٟ  ََ اٌْم١َِب ْٛ ٠َ ََ ٌََٚذِ آدَ َٔب ع١َِّذُ  َُ : " أَ َٚعٍََّ

ٍِ " سٚاٖ ِغٍُ ُِؾَفَّ َّٚيُ  َٚأَ  ٍِ َّٚيُ ؽَبفِ َٚأَ ُٗ اٌْمَجْشُ  ْٕ َّ ْٕؾَكُّ  ٠َ ْٓ َِ َّٚيُ   َٚأَ

"I am the master of the children of Adam on the Day of 

Resurrection, and I will be the first to intercede, and it is no boast." 

(Muslim) 

Yet, he was accessible to his companions, and strangers often 

couldn't distinguish him from others due to his humility. 

Once, a man came to the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) 

shaking with fear. Upon seeing him the Prophet (peace and 

blessing be upon Him) smiled and comforted him, saying:  

ّٓ ل١ظ ثٓ أثٟ ؽبصَ : أْ سعلًا أرٟ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ، فمبَ ث١ٓ ٠ذ٠ٗ 

ّْٛ ١ٍّه فأٟ ٌغذ ثٍّه ، ئّٔب أٔب ―فأخزرٗ سّذح فمبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ:  ٘

 ]عٕٓ اثٓ ِبعٗ[ ‖.ِٓ لش٠ؼ وبٔذ رأوً اٌمذ٠ذاثٓ اِشأح 

"Be at ease. I am not a king, but I am the son of a woman from 

Quraish who used to eat dried meat." [Ibn MAjah] 

Both Abu Dhar and Abu Hurairah said:  
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لله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ّٓ أثٟ رسٍّ ٚأثٟ ٘ش٠شح سمٟ الله ّّٕٙب لبلا: "وبْ سعٛي الله فٍٝ ا

أثٛ داٚد فٟ [ ‖٠غٍظ ث١ٓ ٍٙشٞ أفؾبثٗ ف١غٟء اٌغش٠ت فلا ٠ذسٞ أ٠ُُّٙ ٘ٛ ؽزٝ ٠غأي

 ]عٕٕٗ

―The Prophet would sit with his companions in any vacant spot, 

So, when a stranger come would not distinguish him until he asks, 

"Which one of you is the Prophet?"  (Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) prohibited his 

companions from standing up when he enters their gathering and 

said:   

سٚاٖ أؽّذ ٚاٌزشِزٞ ٚ أثٛ  [ ‖ِٓ أؽت أْ ٠زّضً ٌٗ اٌشعبي ل١بِبً ف١ٍزجٛأ ِمْذٖ ِٓ إٌبس―

 .}داٚٚد

―Let him who likes people to stand up before him prepare his place 

in Hell.‖ [Abu-Dawud] 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

We should have deep conviction that Allah, Al-Mu'min (ِٓاٌّإ), is 

our fortress, providing us with safety and security. This belief 

should manifest in us through two key attributes 

1. You must believe in yourself as Allah‘s representative, His 

Khalifa, placed on this earth to fulfill His purpose. Therefore, 

the actions of a Mu‘min must align with their words. It is 

unfitting for a Mu‘min to have a personality divided between 

an inner character and an outward appearance. A true Mu‘min 

does not present a facade of piety while harboring envy or 

hatred in their heart. 

2. A Mu‘min must also be a source of security and peace for those 

around them. A Mu‘min is someone from whom all creatures 

feel safe and whom every person in fear can look to for help. A 

Mu‘min is trustworthy in words, promises, and actions. 

Deception, trickery, and lies have no place in their character. 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

 َّ ُٓ."  صلى الله عليه وسلمّٓ أَثٟ ٘ش٠شح: أَْ اٌَّج ِِ ِٗ لا ٠ُإْ ُٓ، ٚاٌٍَّ ِِ ِٗ لا ٠ُإْ ُٓ، ٚاٌٍَّ ِِ ِٗ لا ٠ُإْ لَبيَ: "ٚاٌٍَّ

 "ُٗ َٛائِمَ ُٖ ثَ ُٓ عبسُ ِٗ؟" لَبيَ: "اٌَّزٞ لا ٠أِْ ْٓ ٠ب سعٛيَ اٌٍَّ َِ " :ًَ ِٗ[ل١ِ ١ٍََّْ  ]ُِزَّفَكٌ 

―By Allah, he does not believe; by Allah, he does not believe; by 

Allah, he does not believe.‖ When asked, ―Who is that, O 

Messenger of Allah?‖ He replied, ―The one whose neighbor is not 

safe from his harm.‖ 

This is why Allah, in the Qur'an, consistently mentions that those 

who believe must also perform righteous deeds  ٍُِّٛا َّ َٚ َُِٕٛا  َٓ آ َّ اٌَّز٠ِ ﴿ئِ

 .Faith alone is incomplete without actions that reflect it .اٌقَّبٌِؾَبدِ﴾،
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Section 9 Al-Muhaymin (الوهيون) 

Al-Muhaymin (الوهيون)- The Guardian 

The name Al-Muhaymin appears in the Qur'an once, in Surah Al-

Hashr (59:23) 

ُـ الَْْجٍّةرُ  }  ـيِ َٕ لَمُ ال٧ُْؤ٨ُِ٦ْ ال٧ُْ٭َي٨ُ٧ِْ ا٣ْ وسُ الكٍّ ؽَّ ُٞ ُٟ ا٣ْ ِي لََ إلََِ إلٍَِّ ٬ُٮَ ال٤٧َِْ ُ الٍَّ ُ ۚ  ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ  ال٧ُْذ١ََبِِّ

ِ  قُجعَْةنَ  ة اللٍَّ ٮنَ  خ٧ٍَّ ُِ
 43 :الْشْر {يشُْْرِ

―He is Allah, there is no god but He; the Absolute Ruler, the Pure 

One, the Source of Peace, the Inspirer of Faith, the Guardian, the 

Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Greatest: Glory to Allah! 

above the partners they attribute to Him.‖ (Al-Hashr 59:23) 

The name Al-Muhaymin signifies Allah‘s supreme authority and 

care over all His creation. It reflects His ability to oversee, protect, 

and control every aspect of life, including sustenance, actions, and 

the moment of death. Al-Muhaymin is the One who has complete 

command over every situation. This divine attribute encompasses 

three key aspects: 

1. Allah‘s Perfect Knowledge 

Allah has absolute knowledge of all things—both seen and unseen, 

whether they are public or secret, present or future. Allah says in 

the Qur'an: 

يُٮبِ } ُ٘ مُ ا٣ْ لٍّ َٔ  َ نٍّ اللٍَّ
َ
٥َُ٤ْٕ س٥ْ٬ٍُِّ وَنََٮَْا٥ْ٬ُ وَأ َ حَ نٍّ اللٍَّ

َ
٧َُ٤ْٕٮا أ ل٥َْ حَ

َ
 78 :التٮبح {أ
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"Do they not know that Allah knows their secret thoughts and their 

secret counsels, and that Allah is the All-Knowing of all things 

unseen?" (At-Tawbah 9:78) 

ٍُ ٨ْ٦ِ وَرََٝ  }  ُٞ ِ وَالْْعَْؿِ و٦ََة تكَْ ٥َُ٤ْٕ ٦َة فِِ ا٣بَِّْ ٧َُ٤ْٕ٭َة إلٍَِّ ٬ُٮَ وَيَ يتِْ لََ حَ َ٘ ةدطُِ ا٣ْ َٛ ِٔ٪ؽَْهُ ٦َ حٍ إلٍَِّ وَ

تٍ وَلََ يةَبفٍِ إلٍَِّ فِِ ٠ِ  َْ رضِْ وَلََ رَ
َ
٧َُ٤ةتِ الْْ ُّ ٧َُ٤ْٕ٭َة وَلََ ظَجٍّحٍ فِِ   49 :ال٩ْٕةم {..ذَةبٍ ٦ُجنٍِ حَ

"With Him are the keys of the unseen, the treasures that none 

knows but He. He knows whatever is in the earth and the sea. Not a 

leaf falls without His knowledge, nor a grain in the darkness of the 

earth, nor anything fresh or dry but is inscribed in a clear record." 

(Al-An‘am 6:59) 

2. Allah‘s Infinite Power 

Allah has absolute control over everything and is omnipresent. 

رضِْۚ  }
َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ ُٟ الكٍّ ِ م٤ُْ ُ  وَلِلٍَّ ءٍ  كُِّ  عََلَ   وَاللٍَّ  589 :آل ٧ٔؿان {ٝؽَِيؿٌ  شََْ

"To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth; and 

Allah has power over all things." (Al-Imran 3:189) 

3. Allah‘s Knowledge and Power are Eternal 

Unlike human beings, Allah‘s knowledge and power are constant 

and unchanging. He is not bound by time and space as we are. 

However, unlike human rulers who may use power for selfish 

purposes, Allah's infinite power manifests through His mercy, 

kindness, and love, never through arrogance or vengeance. 
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On one occasion, Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon 

Him) saw a woman lovingly embracing her child. He asked his 

companions: "Can you ever imagine this woman throwing her child 

into the fire?" 

They replied, "No." 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) then said: "By the 

One in whose hand is the soul of Muhammad, Allah is more 

merciful to His servants than this mother is to her child." 

Allah, The Ultimate Guardian 

Allah is Al-Muhaymin, the Supreme Guardian, as demonstrated in 

numerous instances throughout history: 

 He protected Prophet Musa (Moses) from Pharaoh and his 

army. 

 He saved Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) from the fire. 

 He rescued Prophet Yunus (Jonah) from the belly of the 

whale. 

 He safeguarded Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be 

upon Him) from the many conspiracies plotted against him. 

Recognizing that Allah is Al-Muhaymin should instill confidence 

and trust that He will always protect and support His believers. 

Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon Him) was 

assured of this divine guardianship even during the most 

challenging moments.  During the Battle of the Trench, when the 

Muslims faced a dire threat from all the allied tribes of Arabia, the 
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Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) confidently promised 

his companions victory over the Roman and Persian empires. The 

hypocrites, who lacked faith in Al-Muhaymin, mockingly 

questioned: "How can Muhammad promise us victory over Caesar 

and Persia when none of us even feels safe enough to relieve 

himself?" 

But Al-Muhaymin was in full control. Without the Muslims 

engaging in battle, Allah defeated the Confederates, proving His 

divine power.  Allah affirms in the Qur'an: 

رضِْۚ  } 
َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ ِ صُُ٪ٮدُ الكٍّ ُ  وَكََنَ  وَلِلٍَّ ا اللٍَّ ًـ ـيِ  7 :ا٣ٛذط {ظ١َِي٧ًة َٔ

"To Allah belongs the forces of the heavens and the earth; and 

Allah is Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom."(Surah Al-Fath 48:7) 

َٟ إلٍَِّ ٬ُٮَ  }  ِ ٥َُ٤ْٕ صُ٪ٮُدَ رَبّ  35 :ا٧٣ؽزؿ {و٦ََة حَ

"No one knows the forces of your Lord except Him." (Surah Al-

Muddathir 74:31) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

By understanding that Allah is Al-Muhaymin, you should have 

absolute certainty that every statement in the Qur‘an is true, and 

that every promise made by Allah will be fulfilled. The attribute of 

Al-Muhaymin holds practical implications for believers, guiding 

their relationship with Allah. This involves four key elements: 

1. Knowing that Allah is Al-Muhaymin, you must fill your heart 

with His remembrance, ensuring that it is attentive to none 

but Him and fears no one but Him. 

2. Knowing that Allah is Al-Muhaymin, you must seek 

knowledge to cleanse your heart from spiritual diseases, your 

mind from falsehood, and your senses from engaging in 

disobedience. 

3. Always remember that Allah knows everything about your 

thoughts and actions. 

4. This awareness should instill a sense of humility and 

accountability, preventing you from contemplating 

disobedience. 

5. If you fall into sin, you should immediately seek repentance, 

knowing that Allah is aware of all that you do. 

6. Since Allah controls everything, you should place full trust 

in Him. 

7. Have faith in a bright future and the certainty of ultimate 

success, as long as you remain steadfast in His obedience. 

By embodying these principles, a believer can align themselves 

with the meaning of Al-Muhaymin, strengthening their faith and 

deepening their connection with Allah. 
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Section 10  Al-Aziz (العزيز) 

Al-Aziz (العزيز) - The Victorious, the Eminent) 

The name Al-Aziz appears 88 times in the Qur‘an. Among these 

occurrences: 

 56 times (64%) it is paired with Al-Hakeem (The Wise), 

 7 times with Al-Qawi (The Powerful), 

 5 times each with Al-Raheem (The Merciful), Al-Aleem 

(The All-Knowing), and Al-Ghafour (The Forgiving). 

This pairing highlights that Allah, Al-Aziz, is the absolute controller 

and provider of honor, power, and strength, bestowing them with 

wisdom, knowledge, and mercy. The name Al-Aziz is derived from 

a root that conveys rarity and great value. 

 Something rare but without value is not called Aziz. 

 Something valuable but not rare is also not called Aziz. 

Since Allah is absolutely unique—unparalleled in existence—and 

of supreme value, He is rightfully Al-Aziz. 

Additionally, Al-Aziz comes from a root meaning to always be 

victorious. It also denotes winning an argument in disputes, as 

referenced in Surah Sad: 

ْٕضَحً وَلَِِ } ُٕٮنَ جَ ٌٓ وَتكِْ خِِ لَُ تكِْ
َ
ةبِ إنٍِّ ٬َؾَا أ َُ نِِ فِِ الِْْ ّـٍ َٔ ز٤ِْْٛ٪يِ٭َة وَ

َ
ةلَ أ َٞ ْٕضَحٌ وَاظِؽَةٌ ذَ  {جَ

 43 :ص

"This man is my brother: he has nine and ninety ewes, and I have 

(but) one: yet he says, `Commit her to my care,' and he 

overpowered me in speech." (38:23) 
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Another meaning of Al-Aziz is to strengthen. Allah uses this 

meaning in Surah Yasin, referring to the reinforcement of two 

messengers with a third: 

ز٩ْةَ ثسَِة٣رٍِ } ّـٍ َٕ ثٮ٧َ٬ُُة ذَ رق٤ََْْ٪ة إلَِح٭٥ُِْ ازنْنَِْ ١ََٚؾٍّ
َ
 55 :يف .{إذِْ أ

―When We (first) sent to them two Messengers, they rejected them: 

so, We strengthened them with a third.‖ (36:14) 

The name Al-Aziz encompasses four key attributes: 

1. Uniqueness – There is None Like Him, Allah is one and 

unmatched in His existence and attributes 

ُ  ٬ُٮَ  ٢ُٝ  }  ظَؽٌ  ٱللٍَّ
َ
٧َؽُ )1) أ ُ ٱلىٍّ ُۥ يس٨َُ ( وَل٥َ  3) يٮُلََ   وَل٥َ   يلَِ   ( ل٥َ  2( ٱللٍَّ ٮًا٠ُ لٍّ ظَؽٌ  ُٛ

َ
 {أ

 5–5 :الْػلص

"Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; (1) Allah, the Eternal, 

Absolute; (2) He begets not, nor is He begotten; (3) And there is 

none like unto Him." (Al-Ikhlas 112:1-4) 

2. Absolute Importance – All Creation Depends on Him.  Every 

being in existence is in desperate need of Allah. 

 4 :آل ٧ٔؿان {اللَ لَ إل إلَ ٬ٮ ا٣ح ا٣ٞيٮم}

"Allah! There is no god but He, the Living, the Sustainer of all 

things." (Al-Imran 3:2) 

3. Supreme Power and Inevitable Victory. Allah holds full 

control over everything, and whatever He decrees will 

inevitably come to pass. 

٧َُ٤ْٕٮنَ  }  زْثَََّ الجٍّةسِ لََ حَ
َ
مْؿهِِ و٣َس٨ٍَِّ أ

َ
ُ غ٣ََتٌِ عََلَ أ  45 :يٮقٙ {وَاللٍَّ
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"And Allah has full power and control over His affairs; but most 

among mankind do not know." (Yusuf 12:21) 

4. The Source of Honor and Power: Allah is the only true 

source of eminence and power. He grants it to whomever He 

wills and takes it away from whomever He wills. 

ة} ًٕ ّـٍةُ جََيِ ّـٍةَ فَلِلَّهِ ا٣ِْٕ  53 :ٚةَؿ {٨ْ٦َ كََنَ يؿُيِؽُ ا٣ِْٕ

"If any seek honor and power, let them know that all honor and 

power belong to Allah."(Fatir 35:10) 

{ ٨ْ٦َ َٟ ِٟ دؤُْتِِ ال٤٧ُْْ َٟ ال٤٧ُْْ ِ ّـَ ٨ْ٦َ تنََةءُ وَدؾُِلَّ ٢ُِٝ ال٤ٍّ٭٥ٍُّ ٦َةل ٨ْ تنََةءُ وَدُِٕ َٟ م٧ٍِّ تنََةءُ وَتَنُِْ  ال٤٧ُْْ
ءٍ ٝؽَِيؿٌ  ِ شََْ

َٟ عََلَ كُّ ٧ِٔؿَان {٨ْ٦َ تنََةءُ بيَِؽِكَ الَْْيْرُ إ٩ٍِّ    44 :آل 

"Say: 'O Allah! Lord of Power and Rule, You give power to whom 

You please, and You strip power from whom You please. You 

bestow honor on whom You please, and You bring disgrace to 

whom You please. In Your hand is all good. Truly, You have 

power over all things.'"(Al-Imran 3:26) 

وْلِحةَءَ ٨ْ٦ِ دُونِ ال٧ُْ }
َ
ِي٨َ حَذٍّؼِؾُونَ ا٣كَْاٚؿِي٨َِ أ ِ الٍَّ ّـٍةَ لِلٍَّ ّـٍةَ ٚإَنٍِّ ا٣ِْٕ ِٔ٪ؽ٥ُ٬َُْ ا٣ِْٕ ٮنَ  ُ٘ يبَذَْ

َ
ؤ٦ِْ٪نَِ أ

ة ًٕ  539 :ا٣نكةء }جََيِ

"To those who take unbelievers as their supporters instead of the 

believers—do they seek honor among them? But all honor belongs 

to Allah."(An-Nisa 4:139) 

{ ِ ٧َُ٤ْٕٮنَ وَلِلٍَّ ّـٍةُ وَلؿِقَُٮلِِ وَل٧ُْ٤ِؤ٦ِْ٪نَِ و٣ََس٨ٍِّ ال٧َُْ٪ةِٚٞنَِ لََ حَ  :8ا٧٣َ٪ةِٚٞٮن{ ا٣ِْٕ

"To Allah, His Messenger, and the believers belong all honor, but 

the hypocrites do not know."(Al-Munafiqun 63:8) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

By understanding Allah‘s name Al-Aziz, a Muslim should strive to 

reflect its meaning in their daily life in five main ways: 

1. Recognizing That All Power, Honor, and Dignity Belong to 

Allah Alone 

Recognizing that true power and honor come from Allah alone. No 

one else has the ability to affect your life without His will. 

Therefore, you should always carry yourself with dignity and never 

humiliate or degrade yourself before anyone.  

It should be emphasized that when Allah‘s greatness is firmly 

established in a person‘s heart, everything else in this world 

appears insignificant in their eyes. 

2. Being Conscious of Allah and His Commands 

Since Allah is the source of all eminence, you should always 

remain mindful of Him and His guidance.  Never underestimate 

any sin, for the seriousness of a sin is not in its nature but in the 

One whom you have disobeyed. It is contradictory to claim 

knowledge of Allah while disobeying Him. True faith in Allah is 

settled in the heart, expressed by the tongue, and reflected in 

actions.  

3. Avoiding Arrogance and Boastfulness 

Since Al-Aziz is the One who grants honor, you should rid your 

heart of arrogance and pride. The same way Allah gives you 

blessings and status, He can take them away.  Despite his esteemed 
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position, the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) remained 

the epitome of humility.  

4. Seeking Honor Through Obedience to Allah 

If you wish to be Aziz (honorable and respected), dedicate yourself 

to Allah‘s obedience.  Whatever you sacrifice for the sake of Allah, 

He will compensate you with something far greater in both this life 

and the Hereafter.  If you glorify Allah‘s commands, He will 

glorify you. But if you ignore His commands, He will leave you to 

your own downfall. Allah states in the Qur‘an: 

٢ُ ٦َة ينََةءُ  } َٕ ْٛ َ حَ ُ ذ٧ََة لَُ ٨ْ٦ِ ١ْ٦ُؿِمٍ إنٍِّ اللٍَّ           58 :الْش {و٨ْ٦ََ ي٭٨ُِِ اللٍَّ

―Whomever Allah disgraces, no one can grant honor to: for Allah 

does whatever He wills.‖ (Al-Hajj 22:18) 

5. Striving to Embody the Qualities of Al-Aziz 

To reflect Allah‘s attribute of Al-Aziz, work on developing a 

character that earns respect and admiration from others. This is not 

through arrogance but through virtues such as morality, wisdom, 

knowledge, kindness, mercy, and tolerance. Additionally, treat all 

people with honor and respect, as Allah has honored all of 

humanity through His creation. Only Allah has the authority to 

disgrace someone, and He does so as a means of guiding them back 

to the right path. 

By embodying these principles, a believer can attain true honor and 

dignity in the sight of Al-Aziz, the One who grants and withholds 

power according to His wisdom. 
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Section 11  Al-Jabbar (الجبار) 

Al-Jabbar (الجبار) - The Compeller 

The name Al-Jabbar appears once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hashr 

(59:23).  

 ـ }  ِي لََ إ٣َِ ُ الٍَّ ُٟ  ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ وسُ  ال٤٧َِْ ؽَّ ُٞ لَمُ  ا٣ْ ُـ الَْْجٍّةرُ  ال٧ُْؤ٨ِ٦ُْ  الكٍّ ـِي َٕ ال٧ُْ٭َي٨ُ٧ِْ ا٣ْ

 ۚ ُ ِ  قُجعَْةنَ  ال٧ُْذ١ََبِِّ ة اللٍَّ ٮنَ  خ٧ٍَّ ُِ
 43 :الْشْر { يشُْْرِ

―He is Allah, there is no god but He; the Absolute Ruler, the Pure 

One, the Source of Peace, the Inspirer of Faith, the Guardian, the 

Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Greatest: Glory to Allah! 

above the partners they attribute to Him.‖ (Al-Hashr 59:23) 

This divine name encompasses three key attributes: 

1. The One Who is Beyond Reach: The name Al-Jabbar comes 

from a root that signifies someone so exalted that cannot be 

reached.  Allah is Al-Jabbar because He is far beyond 

human perception—eyes cannot see Him, and thoughts 

cannot fully comprehend Him. 

ثىَْةرَ }
َ
ثىَْةرُ و٬َُٮَ يؽُْركُِ الْْ

َ
٫ُ الْْ ُِ

 533 :ال٩ْٕةم {لََ دؽُْرِ

―No vision can comprehend Him not, but He comprehends (all) 

visions. (Al-Anaam 6:103) 
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2. The One Who Mends and Restores: The root of Al-Jabbar is 

also used to describe the act of fixing what is broken, much 

like a healer who sets fractured bones so they can heal 

correctly.  Allah is Al-Jabbar because He: 

o Straightens what is crooked, 

o Eliminates injustice, 

o Breaks the power of oppressors, 

o Supports the weak and the oppressed. 

3. The One Who Compels and Enforces His Will: Al-Jabbar 

also signifies the One whose will is irresistible—He compels 

all creations to submit to His divine decree.  In a Hadith 

Qudsi, Allah says: ―You desire, and I desire. If you accept 

what I desire, I will grant you what you desire. But if you 

resist My will, I will make it difficult for you to attain what 

you desire, and in the end, only My will shall prevail.‖  An 

example of this divine compulsion is Pharaoh. He sought to 

prevent the rise of a challenger by killing the male children 

of Banu Israel. Yet, Allah compelled him to unknowingly 

raise the very child—Musa (AS)—who would bring about 

his downfall. 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

Understanding Al-Jabbar should inspire us to embody four key 

qualities: 

1. Rely Solely on Allah for Help: Do not place your trust in 

anyone else. True support comes only from Al-Jabbar. 

2. Never Commit Injustice: Do not oppress others, for Al-

Jabbar will come to their aid and stand against you. 

3. Uphold Justice and Support the Weak: Be proactive in 

defending the rights of the oppressed and helping those in 

need. 

4. Elevate Your Character: Strive for such honesty and 

righteousness that others naturally respect and look up to 

you. 

By embracing these lessons, we align ourselves with the divine 

attribute of Al-Jabbar—seeking justice, standing firm in 

righteousness, and trusting in Allah‘s ultimate authority over all 

things. 
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Section 12  Al-Mutakabbir (الوتكبر) 

Al-Mutakabbir (الوتكبر) - The Greatest, The Supreme 

The name Al-Mutakabbir appears in the Qur'an in Surah Al-Hashr 

(59:23):  

ِي لََ إلَِ   }  ُ الٍَّ ُٟ  ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ وسُ  ال٤٧َِْ ؽَّ ُٞ لَمُ  ا٣ْ  ُـ ال٧ُْ٭َي٨٧ُِْ  ال٧ُْؤ٨ِ٦ُْ  الكٍّ ـيِ َٕ ُ  الَْْجٍّةرُ  ا٣ْ  ال٧ُْذ١ََبِِّ

ِ  قُجعَْةنَ  ة اللٍَّ ٮنَ  خ٧ٍَّ ُِ
  43 :الْشْر {يشُْْرِ

―He is Allah, there is no god but He; the Absolute Ruler, the Pure 

One, the Source of Peace, the Inspirer of Faith, the Guardian, the 

Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Greatest: Glory to Allah! 

above the partners they attribute to Him.‖ (Al-Hashr 59:23) 

Al-Mutakabbir is the One who possesses absolute greatness and 

considers everything else insignificant in comparison to Himself. 

His majesty is unmatched, and He views all creation as a king 

looks upon his subjects—with absolute superiority.   However, 

there is a distinction: 

 If someone rightfully claims greatness, it is a sign of true 

supremacy. 

 If someone falsely claims superiority, it is nothing but 

arrogance, which is despicable and condemned. 

The name Al-Mutakabbir is an emphatic form that denotes actively 

exercising rights, privileges, and authority that are exclusive to 

Him and above the rights of all creation. 



 
185 

While humans can never fully comprehend Allah, He provides 

parables in the Holy Quran  to help us grasp His attributes: 

{
ربرَ ًََْضَر ثرلاََىرلُ َََْرٌ ًٌََِْ نْفُسِلُ

ر
ًََْرْوََْأ َََْىرلُ اٌَِ يرهرتََْرٌ ًََْمر رٍاُلُُ يْ

ر
َََْأ ءرٌََِ كَر َرٌاَفََِشُُر

ًَْ رِاكُ زرقْ ًََْرر نْجُ
ر
ََِّفرأ رٔاءَ َفيِ ًَْسر ُٓ رافُٔنر ًََْتَر جلُِ خِيفر ًََْنر لُ نْفُسر

ر
لمِرََأ ذر وََُنر صِّ مَ َالْْياتََِنُفر ْٔ َىلِر

 (ٖٓ-1ٕ:)الؿوم {َيرعْلِئُنرَ

―He gives you a similitude from your own (experience): do you 

have partners among those whom your right hands possess; to 

share as equals in the wealth We have bestowed on you? Do you 

fear them as you fear each other? Thus, do We explain the Signs in 

detail to people who understand. ―(Ar-Room 30:28) 

To illustrate this further: 

 If an ignorant person claims to be knowledgeable, it exposes 

their weakness. But if a true scholar proclaims their 

knowledge to help others learn, it signifies their perfection. 

 If a coward claims to be brave, it is false pride. But if a 

genuinely courageous person asserts their bravery to offer 

protection, it is a noble trait. 

Similarly, when Allah declares His greatness, it is an attribute of 

absolute perfection. But when humans claim superiority over 

others, it is a sign of imperfection and arrogance. 

This divine name Al-Mutakabbir encompasses five essential 

meanings: 
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1. Absolute Greatness: Allah sees everything as small in relation 

to Himself. His greatness is beyond measure. 

2. Infinite Authority: Allah is the eternal King whose dominion 

over the universe will never diminish. He has absolute control 

over all things and complete knowledge of every detail within 

His creation. 

3. Immunity from External Influence: Nothing can influence 

Allah, making His justice absolute. Since His kingdom is 

infinite, no one can harm Him, and thus, His forgiveness is 

limitless. 

4. Absolute Will: Allah‘s will is unchangeable. No force can 

persuade Him otherwise. Whatever He decrees comes to pass, 

and no one can overrule His decisions. 

5. Ultimate Perfection: Allah is completely free from any flaws 

or weaknesses. This attribute is closely linked to Al-Quddus 

(The Most Pure). 

For any human to claim these attributes for themselves is false, 

arrogant, and detestable. This is why Allah condemns those who 

seek Kibriyaa’ (وجش٠بء, self-glorification). The Prophet Muhammad 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) warned: 

ِٗ سَعُٛيُ لَبيَ ًُ لَا » -ٚعٍُ ١ٍّٗ الله فٍٝ- اٌٍَّ ِٗ فِٝ أَؽَذٌ اٌَّبسَ ٠َذْخُ ٍْجِ ْٓ خَشْدَيٍ ؽَجَّخِ ِِضْمَبيُ لَ ِِ 

ٍْ َّب ًُ َٚلَا ئ٠ِ ِٗ فِٝ أَؽَذٌ اٌْغََّخَ ٠َذْخُ ٍْجِ ْٓ خَشْدَيٍ ؽَجَّخِ ِِضْمَبيُ لَ   )ِغٍُ فؾ١ؼ) « وِجْش٠َِبءَ ِِ

 ―No one will enter Paradise if he has even an atom‘s weight of 

arrogance in their heart, and no one will enter Hell if they have 

even an atom‘s weight of faith in their heart.‖ (Muslim)  
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Furthermore, Allah states in a Qudsi Hadith: 

ِٗ سَعُٛيُ لَبيَ ُٗ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ِٗ اٌٍَّ ١ٍََّْ َُ ِْْٕٟ: َٚعٍََّ ُٗ لَبيَ ٠َ َّخُ سِدَائِٟ اٌْىِجْش٠َِبءُ :اٌٍَّ ََ َْ ْٓ ئِصَاسِٞ َٚاٌْ َّ  فَ

َِّٟٕ َّب َٚاؽِذًا َٔبصَ ُٙ ْٕ ِِ ُٗ َُ أَدْخٍَْزُ ََّٙ  )  الإِبَ أؽّذ ٚأثٛ داٚد ٚاثٓ ِبعخ ٚاثٓ ؽجبْ ( .)عَ

―Pride (Kibriyaa‘) is My garment, and Greatness is My cloak. 

Whoever tries to claim them, I will cast them into Hell.‖  

Arrogance destroys the very essence of servitude to Allah. A true 

servant must be humble before their Master. Therefore: 

 Humility is rewarded with Paradise. 

 Arrogance is punished with Hell. 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

َِٓ رىجَّشَ   ‖  :فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ    سعٛي الله لبي   ِٗ دسعخً ٚ ُٗ اٌٍَّ َْ ِٗ دسعخً سف ٌٍَّ َِ َِٓ رٛام

َٓ ًِ عبف١ٍ ُٗ فٟ أعف ٍَْ ُٗ دسعخً ؽزَّٝ ٠غ َٗ اٌٍَّ َْ  )ِغٕذ أؽّذ)" دسَعخً ٚم

―Whoever humbles himself for Allah, He will elevate his rank until 

he reaches the highest levels of Paradise. But whoever exalts 

himself in arrogance, Allah will lower their rank until they become 

the lowest of the low (in Hellfire).‖ (Ahmad) 

The attribute Al-Mutakabbir belongs exclusively to Allah. Allah 

does not love the arrogant. 

 Almost always, Allah humiliates the arrogant, bringing them 

to ruin. 

 Just as rain does not gather on high mountains but collects in 

valleys, Allah‘s blessings and mercy descend upon those 

who humble themselves before Him. 

The first being to show arrogance was Satan. He refused to bow to 

Adam (AS), claiming superiority saying: 
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َِنٍ } ذ٫َُ ٨٦ِ  ْٞ ذَنِِ ٨ِ٦ ٩ٍّةرٍ وػ٤َََ ْٞ ٩ةَ ػَيْرٌ ٦ِّ٪٫ُْ ػ٤ََ
َ
ؿاف {أ  54 :الْٔ

"I am better than him! You created me from fire, and You created 

him from clay!" (Al-A‘raf 7:12) 

Likewise, those who follow in Satan‘s footsteps—believing that 

their intelligence, wealth, power, or status make them superior—

fail to recognize that all blessings come from Allah alone.  Despite 

his unmatched status, the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing 

be upon Him) was the model of humility. The name Al-Mutakabbir 

should remind us of Allah‘s incomparable greatness and our own 

insignificance. 

 Think of our beginning: A tiny, insignificant drop of fluid. 

 Think of our end: A lifeless corpse that even our loved ones 

cannot bear to keep. 

 Think of our resting place: A dark, six-foot grave covered 

with dirt. 

How can a human, who is so weak and temporary, ever be arrogant 

before Al-Mutakabbir, the Supreme? True greatness belongs to 

Allah alone. The wise person is the one who humbles himself 

before the Creator, for in humility lies the path to honor, blessings, 

and Paradise. 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

There are five ways that we can realize the divine attribute, Al-

Mutakabbir, in our life:  

1. Acknowledge our lowly nature compared to the greatness of 

Allah, Al-Mutakabbir.  This should impact us in three ways:  

a) Our egotism and pride will be diminished and replaced by 

humility and genuine obedience, service and worship of the true 

Al-Mutakabbir, Allah; in return, Al-Mutakabbir, will reward us 

with true greatness and honor. 

b) We will gain true freedom from fear of and servitude to 

anyone other than Allah.  While we will not belittle anyone, we 

will become immune to being belittled. 

C) We become aware that our dignity is elevated by how humble 

we are toward Allah and his creations.  

2. Work hard to maximize our potential and influence, while 

remembering that the gifts we acquire and the opportunities we 

have are presented to us by Allah. 

3. Develop Immunity against being unjust when provoked and free 

ourselves from whatever distracts our hearts from truth and 

obedience to Allah. 

4. Have full control over our desires and passions and align our 

will with Allah‘s will.  

5. Purify ourselves from all imperfection or weaknesses.  
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Section 13  Al-Khaliq (الخالق) 

Al-Khaliq (الخالق) - The Creator 

The names of Allah — Al-Khaliq (The Creator), Al-Bari‘ (The 

Producer), and Al-Musawwir (The Fashioner) — appear together 

only once in the Qur'an, in Surat Al-Hashr: 

ُٜ الْْةَرئُِ ال٧ُْىَٮّرُِۖ  }  ُ الَْْة٣ِ ق٧َْةءُ  لَُ  ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ  فِِ  ٦َة لَُ  يكَُجّطُِ  ۚۚ الُْْكْنَِ   الْْ رضِْ  الكٍّ

َ
 ۖۚ وَالْْ

ُـ ال١َِْْي٥ُ  ـِي َٕ  45 :الْشْر {و٬َُٮَ ا٣ْ

―He is Allah, the Creator, the Producer, the Fashioner. To Him 

belong the most beautiful names. Whatever is in the heavens and 

the earth glorifies Him, and He is the Mighty, the Wise.‖ (Al-Hashr 

59:24) 

Though these names appear in other forms elsewhere in the Qur‘an, 

they are mentioned together as definite names only in this verse. 

These three names share close meanings and are considered near 

synonyms. In Arabic, when near-synonyms appear individually, 

each can represent the broader meaning of the others. However, 

when listed together, the subtle distinctions between them must be 

considered. This is a known linguistic rule. Allah says: 

ؿَاءِ وَال٧َْكَة٠نِِ  } َٞ ُٛ ؽَٝةَتُ ل٤ِْ ٧َة الىٍّ  43 :التٮبح {إجٍِّ

―Charity is for the poor and the needy‖ (Al-Tawba 9:60) 
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Although the poor and the needy are similar, their distinction is 

necessary here because they are mentioned together. The poor 

refers to those in extreme need — for instance, someone earning 5 

while needing 10. The needy refers to those with slight deficiency, 

someone earning 90 but needing 100. 

However, when only one of these terms appears, it can imply both 

categories. For example: 

ْ إنِ تُج  {  ـخِ  ؽُوا ؽََٝ ة ٱلىٍّ ٮ٬َةوَإِن تَُ    هَِِۖ  َٚ٪٧ٍِِّٕ دٮ٬َُة ُٛ ؿَاءَٓ  وَدؤُ  َٞ ُٛ ًٌ۬  ذَ٭ُٮَ  ٱ٣  ٍّ  ػَير   475 :الْٞؿة { ٥ۚ  ٭ُ ل

―If you openly give the charity, it is good, and if you keep it secret 

and give it to the poor, it is better for you.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:271) - 

Here, the poor includes the needy. 

َٟ يكَ  { ٮنَ  ٦َةذَا ـ٤َٔٮ٩َُ ُٞ ٓ  ٢ُٝ   ۖ يُ٪ِٛ ذ٥ُ ٦َة  ٞ َٛ ٩
َ
ًٍ۬  ٨ِ٦ّ   أ ي  ا٤ِ٤َٚ ٮَ  ػَير    ٨ِ لََِ

َ َ  ٝ ؿَبنَِ وَٱلْ   ـمَي  وَٱلح   ٧َكَـ ١ِنِ وَٱل   ذَ

بي٢ِِ  ٨ِ وَٱث    215 :الْٞؿة {ۚۚ ۗ ٱلكٍّ

―They ask you what they should spend (in charity). Say: Whatever 

good you spend is for the parents, the relatives, the orphans, the 

needy and wayfarers.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:215) - Here, the needy 

includes the poor. 

Similarly, since Al-Khaliq (اٌخبٌك), Al-Bari' (اٌجبسب) and Al-

Musawwir (اٌّقٛس) are mentioned together, each name carries a 

distinct shade of meaning that should be appreciated: 

 Al-Khaliq (The Creator): Refers to bringing something into 

existence from nothing. 
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 Al-Bari‘ (The Producer): Indicates creating with precision 

according to a preordained plan. 

 Al-Musawwir (The Fashioner): Refers to shaping and giving 

form and features. 

This distinction is supported by Surah Al-A‗raf: 

ؽ  { َٞ  ـ  و٣ََ ٪َ  ٞ ٩ـَ س٥ُ   ث٥ٍُّ  ٥  ٭ُ ػ٤ََ ر  ْ  ٤٧َـَ ٮ١َِٕحِ ل٤ِ   ٤ُٝ َ٪ة ث٥ٍُّ  وَٮٍّ ضُؽُوا دَمَ  ٱق 
َ
ؿاف {لِْ  55 :الْٔ

―We created you, then shaped you, then said to the angels: 

Prostrate before Adam...‖ (Al-Araf 7:11) 

Here, creation (khalq) precedes shaping (tasweer), reflecting the 

difference between the two stages.  Likewise, in Surah Al-Hadid 

(57:22): 

{ ٓ وَةبَ  ٦َة
َ
ىِيجَحًٍ۬  ٨٦ِ أ رۡضِ  فِِ  ٦َّ

َ كِس٥ُ   فِِٓ  وَلََ  ٱلْ  ُٛ ٩
َ
 ـتًٍ۬ ٠ِ  فِِ  إلٍَِّ  أ ن رَج ٢ِ  ٨ِ٦ّ ذَ

َ
ٓ  أ ٬َة

َ
أ َ   { ۚجٍّبِ 

 44 :الْؽيؽ

―No disaster strikes the earth or yourselves but it is in a Book 

before We bring it into being (َ٘ب  (Al-Hadid 57:22) ‖.(َّجْشَأَ

The verb nabra‘uha — derived from Al-Bari‘ — emphasizes the 

execution of what was prewritten, showing the precision of the 

creative process. 

Although Allah‘s attributes are beyond human comparison, 

relatable examples help clarify the concepts — as the Qur'an itself 

uses such examples. For instance, to explain the illogical nature of 

associating partners with Allah, He says in Surah Ar-Rum): 
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كََءَ فِِ ٦َة } ح٧َْة٩س٥ُُْ ٨ْ٦ِ شَُ
َ
كِس٥ُْ ٢ْ٬َ ٣س٥َُْ ٨ْ٦ِ ٦َة م١ََ٤َخْ أ ُٛ جْ

َ
ضَََبَ ٣س٥َُْ ٦َسلًَ ٨ْ٦ِ أ

٢ُ الِْ  ىِّ َٛ َٟ جُ ِ كَس٥ُْ ٠َؾَل ُٛ جْ
َ
ذس٥ُِْ أ َٛ جذ٥ُْْ ذي٫ِِ قَٮَاءٌ تََةَٚٮُجَ٭٥ُْ ٠َؼِي

َ
ٮْمٍ رَزرََْ٪ةز٥ُْ ٚأَ َٞ يةَتِ ٣ِ

٤ِْٕٞٮُنَ   28:الؿوم {حَ

―He gives you an example from yourselves: Do you have among 

those you own partners in the wealth We have provided for you, 

equal with you? Do you fear them as you fear each other? This is to 

explain the Signs to people who understand.‖ (Al-Room 30:28) 

In human practice, everything we create follows three essential 

stages: planning, construction, and refinement. For example, 

building a structure involves: 

1. Hiring an architect to develop the design and plans. 

2. Contracting a construction company to build according to the 

plans. 

3. Engaging an interior designer to add finishing touches and 

unique features. 

Each stage requires experts who rely on accumulated knowledge — 

past designs, construction methods, material science, codes, and 

analytical tools — to complete the project successfully. 

In contrast, for the universe, Allah alone is the Creator of the 

materials, the Planner, the Designer, the Builder, and the Perfecter. 

When Allah creates, His divine names — Al-Khaliq (The 

Creator/Planner), Al-Bari‘ (The Producer/Constructor), and Al-

Musawwir (The Fashioner/Decorator) — are all manifested. 
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Muslims are commanded to study both Allah‘s revealed words (the 

Qur'an) and His observed creation (the universe and themselves). 

Through this reflection, believers witness every stage of creation, 

from raw materials, to design, to construction, to beauty and 

perfection. This deep understanding leads to truly knowing Allah. 

Without such study, Allah may remain an abstract concept, easily 

shaken by doubts or Satan‘s whispers. 

Since Allah cannot be seen, as He says: 

 ـؿُ  ٫ُ ُِ رِ لٍَّ دؽُ  } ث ىَ
َ ركُِ  و٬َُٮَ  ٱلْ   ـؿَ  يؽُ  ث ىَ

َ ُٙ  و٬َُٮَ  ۖ ٱلْ  ي ُِ جَيِرُ  ٱل٤ٍّ  533 :ال٩ْٕةم { ٱلْ 

No vision can comprehend Him, but He comprehends all visions. 

He is the Subtle, the All-Aware‖. (Al-An‘am 6:103) 

We come to know Him by reflecting on His creation — just as we 

recognize a person‘s genius through their work, even if we never 

meet them.  This is why the Qur'an repeatedly calls attention to the 

beauty and precision of Allah‘s creation. For example, Allah says: 

 ـ } ٧َ َٜ ٱلكٍّ ِ  تِ اٮَ ػ٤ََ ير  َ٘ ِ جَ  خ٧ََؽًٍ۬  ث ٣ قَّ    ةۖ٭َ دؿََو 
َ
رۡضِ  فِِ  وَأ

َ ن سَِ ارَوَ  ٱلْ 
َ
 ٨٦ِ ة٭َ ذيِ وَبَرٍّ  ثس٥ُِ   د٧َِيؽَ  أ

ةَ  ۚدَآثٍّحًٍ۬  كُِّ  لج  َـ ٩
َ
٧َةءِٓ  ٨٦َِ  وَأ نۢجَت َ٪ة ٦َةءًًٓ۬  ٱلكٍّ

َ
جًٍ۬  كُِّ  ٨٦ِ ة٭َ ذيِ َٚأ  ـ ١٠) ٠َؿِيمٍ  زَو  ُٜ  ؾَا( ٬َ ِ  ػ٤َ  رُونِِ  ٱللٍَّ

َ
 َٚأ

َٜ  ٦َةذَا ِي٨َ  ػ٤ََ  ـ٧ُِ٤ٮنَ  ث٢َِ   ۚدُو٫ِ٩ۦِ ٨٦ِ ٱلٍَّ ٍّْ  ـ٢ًٍ۬  فِِ  ٱ٣ َ٤ جنًٍِ۬  ًَ   ٔٔ-ٌٓٔمّبْ:   {٦َّ

―He created the heavens without pillars that you see, placed 

mountains on the earth so it would not shake with you, and spread 

throughout it all kinds of creatures. And We send down rain from 

the sky, causing every noble kind (of plant) to grow. (10) This is 
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the creation of Allah. So, show Me what those besides Him have 

created. Indeed, the wrongdoers are in clear error.‖ (Luqman 31:10-11) 

In Islam, there is no division between "religious" and "secular" 

sciences. Fields such as biology, chemistry, physics, astronomy, 

earth sciences, and history are considered part of divine knowledge. 

Studying them is not only encouraged but praised by Allah, as it 

leads to true understanding and recognition of Him. Allah says: 

 ـ  ِٜ إنٍِّ فِِ ػ٤َ  } ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ ِٙ وَٱػ   رۡضِ تِ وَٱلْ   ـ  ـ  ةرِ ٭َ وَٱلجٍّ  ٢ِ ٱلحٍّ   ذ٤َِ يَ

َ
وْلِِ  خًٍ۬ لَْ

ُ   لِّْ
َ  ـتِ ٱلْ  َ ِي٨َ ١٩٠) لْ  ( ٱلٍَّ

 ـ  ٠ُؿُونَ يؾَ   َ ريَِ ةٱللٍَّ ا ٧ًً۬ ٮدًً۬ ُٕ َٛ  صُ٪ٮُب٭٥ِِ   وَعََلَ   وَرُ  ـ  ِٜ ؿُونَ فِِ ػ٤َ  ١ٍّ وَيذََ ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ رَبٍَّ٪ة ٦َة  رۡضِ تِ وَٱلْ 

  ٞ لًً۬  ٬َـ ؾَا خَ ػ٤ََ ُِ  ـ  ـ قُج   ثَ ؾَابَ ٱلجٍّةرِ عَ َٔ َٟ ََِٚٞ٪ة   ]آل ٧ٔؿان[{َ٪

―Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the 

alternation of night and day are signs for those of understanding. 

(190) They remember Allah while standing, sitting, and lying 

down, and reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth, 

saying, ‗Our Lord, You did not create all of this without purpose. 

Glory be to You, protect us from the punishment of the Fire.‘‖ (Al-

Emran 3:190-191) 

And He says: 

ل٥َ   }
َ
نٍّ  دؿََ  أ

َ
ٓ  أ ٧َة لَ ٨َِ٦ ٱلكٍّ َـ ٩

َ
َ أ ٓ  ءِ ٱللٍَّ َ٪ة ءًً۬ ٦َة ؿصَ  ػ 

َ
ةمَّ   تًٍ۬ اث٧ََؿَ  ث٫ِۦِ ٚأَ ًٛ ل ٮَ  ذ٤َِ

َ
ۚ ٭َ جُ اأ  صُؽَدُ   جَةلِ و٨َ٦َِ ٱلْ ِ  ة

ٌٙ  وحَُ ؿًٌ۬  بيِيًٌ۬  ل ٮَ  مَّ ذ٤َِ
َ
ؿَابيِتُ قُٮدًٌ۬  ة٭َ جُ اأ َٗ ٓ 27) وَ وَا   بِّ ( و٨َ٦َِ ٱلجٍّةسِ وَٱلٍَّ

َ  ـ٥ِ وَٱلْ  َٕ ٌٙ  ج  ل ٮَ  مُ ذ٤َِ
َ
٫ُُ٩ اأ

ۗ  ۥ َٟ ِ ٧َة يَ   ٠َؾَل َ ٨ِ٦  إجٍِّ ِ  شَ ٱللٍَّ ْۗ ٱ٣   ِٔجَةدِه ٧ََ٤ـ ؤُا ٮرٌ  ُٕ ُٛ ٌـ دَ ـِي َٔ  َ     48-47 :ٚةَؿ {إنٍِّ ٱللٍَّ
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―Do you not see that Allah sends down rain from the sky, 

producing fruits of different colors? And in the mountains are 

streaks of white, red, and black of varying shades. (27) Likewise, 

among people, animals, and cattle are those of different colors. 

Only those with knowledge (scientists) truly fear Allah. Verily, 

Allah is Mighty and Forgiving.‖ (Fatir 35:27-28) (Fater 35:27-28) 

Note: In this verse, proper understanding of Arabic grammar is 

essential. The word ا َٗ ٌٍَّ (Allah) is the object (marked with fatha), 

and اٌٍّْبء  (the scientists) is the subject (marked with damma). 

Thus, the correct meaning is: “It is the scientists who truly fear 

Allah.” Reversing this would distort the meaning entirely, implying 

Allah fears the scientists — which is a grave error. 

Allah commands believers to study the universe and their own 

creation:   

{ 
َ  ـ  ضِ رۡوَفِِ ٱلْ  كِس٥ُ   ( وَفِِٓ ٢٠) ٧ُٮِٝ٪نَِ ٤ِ٣ّ   خًٌ۬ ءَايَ ُٛ ٩

َ
ٚلََ   ۚأ

َ
ونَ تُج   أ  :ٕٕ-ٕٔبد٠َاٌزّاس { صَُِ

―And on the earth are signs for those with certainty of faith — and 

in yourselves. Will you not then see?‖ (Al-Dhariyat 51:20-21) 

وَل٥َ  }
َ
ْ  أ ا ُ ٱلْ َ  ؽِئُ حُج   َٙ ي  ٠َ  يؿََو  َٜ ٱللٍَّ ِ يكَِيٌرً۬  ۚۥ ث٥ٍُّ يُٕيِؽُهُ  ٤  َٟ عََلَ ٱللٍَّ ِ ْ  ( ٢ُٝ  19) إنٍِّ ذَل  فِِ  قِيُروا

 
َ ْ  رۡضِ ٱلْ  ؿُوا ُْ  ٱلْ َ  َٙ ي  ٠َ ٚٱ٩َ

َ
َٜ ثؽََأ ُ ينُنِئُ ٱ٣نٍّن    ٤ۚ  ةَ ث٥ٍُّ ٱللٍَّ

َ
  أ

َ َ عََلَ    ۚػِؿَةَ ٱلْ     {ٝؽَِيؿًٌ۬  ءًٍ۬  شََ  كُِّ  إنٍِّ ٱللٍَّ
 ٕٓ-1ٔإٌْىجٛد: 

―Have they not seen how Allah originates creation, then will 

reproduce it? Surely, that is easy for Allah. (19) Say: Travel 
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through the land and observe how He began creation. Then Allah 

will bring forth the next creation. Indeed, Allah is capable of all 

things.‖ (Al-Ankabout 29:19-20)  

َٜ قَج  }  ِى ػ٤ََ  ـٮَ  َٓ ٱلٍَّ جَةًًٝ۬  تًٍ۬ اق٧ََ ة  ةَِۖ ِٜ  فِِ  دؿََى   ٦ٍّ َ  ػ٤َ   ـ   ـ٨ِ ٱلؿٍّح  َٛ ِٓ ٱر  َٚ   تًٍۖ۬ ٮُ ٨٦ِ تَ َ  صِ  ٢٬َ   صَََ ٱلْ 

ٮرًٍ۬  ٨ِ٦ دؿََى   ُُ ِٓ ( ث٥ٍُّ ٱر  3) ذُ َ  صِ ِ  صَََ ٱلْ  تَن  ٤تِ   ٠َؿٍّ َٞ َٟ  يَ٪ َ  إلَِح    {ظَكِيٌرً۬  و٬َُٮَ  ةػَةقِبًً۬  صََُ ٱلْ 

 ٗ-ٖاٌٍّه: 

―He is the One who created the seven heavens, one above the other. 

You will not see any inconsistency in the creation of Al-Rahman. 

So look again: do you see any flaws? Then look again and yet 

again — your gaze will return to you humbled and weary.‖ (Al-

Mulk 67:3-4) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

Allah‘s name Al-Khaliq (The Creator) should remind us of His 

greatness and our limited power and knowledge. There are five key 

ways to embody elements of this divine attribute in our lives: 

1. Pursue knowledge through studying Allah‘s creation. 

Reflecting on the natural world leads to understanding Allah. 

Scientific advancements, submarines inspired by fish, planes 

by birds, navigation by migratory animals, and medical 

breakthroughs through studying the human body, all trace 

back to His creation. Many discoveries still await us. 

2. Honor the perfection of Allah‘s creation. Avoid any actions 

that distort or disrespect the natural form and function Allah 

has perfected. 

3. Acknowledge and be grateful for how Allah created you. 

Recognize your unique beauty and the blessings of being 

served by other creations.  

4. Guard your belief from Satan‘s whispers. Knowing that 

Allah is the incomparable and eternal Creator — “There is 

nothing like Him” (ٌْٟء ِٗ ؽَ ِّضٍِْ  — (Ash-Shura 42:11) (١ٌَْظَ وَ

protects you from doubts.  

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

ْٓ خٍََكَ سَثَّهَ فَاِرَا ثٍََ  " َِ ْٓ خٍََكَ وَزَا ؽَزَّٝ ٠َمُٛيَ  َِ ْٓ خٍََكَ وَزَا  َِ ُْ ف١ََمُٛيُ  ُْ أَؽَذَوُ ُٗ ٠َأْرِٟ اٌؾ١َّْيَب غَ

،ِٗ ِْزْ ثِبٌٍَّ ١ٍَْغْزَ ِٗ  فَ ْٕزَ ١ٌَْ  )فؾ١ؼ اٌجخبسٞ(  .  " َٚ

―Satan may come to one of you and ask, ‗Who created you?‘ and 

you reply, ‗Allah.‘ Then he continues: ‗Who created Allah?‘ If this 

happens, seek refuge with Allah and abandon such thoughts.‖ 

(Bukhari) 
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Section 14  Al-Bari' (البارئ) 

Al-Bari' (البارئ) - The Producer, The Maker of Order 

Allah‘s name Al-Bari‘ (اٌجـبسب) appears once in the Holy Quran , in 

Surah Al-Hashr, alongside Al-Khaliq (اٌخبٌك) (the Creator) and Al-

Musawwir (اٌّقٛس) (The Fashioner):   

ُ  ٬ُٮَ }  ُٜ  اللٍَّ ق٧َْةءُ  لَُ  ال٧ُْىَٮّرُِ  الْْةَرئُِ  الَْْة٣ِ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ  فِِ  ٦َة لَُ  يكَُجّطُِ  الُْْكْنَِ  الْْ رضِْ  الكٍّ

َ
 و٬َُٮَ  وَالْْ

 ُـ ـيِ َٕ  ٕٗاٌؾؾش:  {ال١َِْْي٥ُ  ا٣ْ

―He is Allah—the Creator, the Producer, the Fashioner. To Him 

belong the Most Beautiful Names. Whatever is in the heavens and 

the earth glorifies Him. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.‖ (Al-

Hashr 59:24) 

In our earlier discussion on Al-Khāliq, we noted that although 

these three names all relate to creation, their specific mention 

together indicates distinct roles: 

 Al-Khāliq: The Planner or Designer 

 Al-Bāri‘: The Executor of the plan 

 Al-Muṣawwir: The One who completes the form and detail 

However, when any of these names appear alone, they encompass 

the entire process of creation. For example: 

٬َة٦َة }
َ
ن جٍّبَِْأ

َ
كِس٥ُْ إلٍَِّ فِِ ٠ذَِةبٍ ٨ِ٦ّ رَج٢ِْ أ ُٛ ٩

َ
رضِْ وَلََ فِِ أ

َ
ىِيجَحٍ فِِ الْْ وَةبَ ٨٦ِ ٦َّ

َ
 {أ

 ٕٕاٌؾذ٠ذ: 
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―No disaster strikes the earth or yourselves but it is in a Book 

before We bring it into being (َ٘ب  ‖.Surely that is easy for Allah .(َّجْشَأَ

(Al-Hadid 57:22) 

The verb (َ٘ب  showing Allah‘s (اٌجبسب) ‘is derived from Al-Bari (َّجْشَأَ

role in bringing a pre-planned event into reality — not by chance, 

but through divine order and causality. 

In Surah Al-Baqarah (2:54), the word Bāri’ikum refers to Allah as 

the Creator in the comprehensive sense, encompassing the 

attributes of Al-Khāliq and Al-Muṣawwir: 

 ٗ٘اٌجمشح:  {ذَذٮُبُٮا إلََِ ثةَرنِس٥ُِْ  } 

―So turn in repentance to your Creator (Bāri‘ikum)‖ (Al-Baqara 2:54) 

Linguistic Roots and Connotations 

The root b-r-ʾ carries several classical meanings: 

 To bring into being something of value out of nothing 

 To be free from fault or imperfection 

 To cure or heal from illness 

 To absolve from a claim 

 To shape or sharpen 

These meanings appear in common Arabic expressions like: 

 Barā’ah ikhtirāʾ (patent) (ُثشأح الاخزشا), 

 Barīʾ (innocent) (ثشب) 



 
201 

 Barā al-qalam (sharpen the pen) (ٍُثشٜ اٌم) 

 Barā min al-maraḍ (recovered from illness) (ثشأ ِٓ اٌّشك) 

Allah uses this root in Surah Al-Bayyina: 

َٟ ٥ْ٬ُ شََّ  }  ِ و٣َه
ُ
٢ِ٬ْ ا١ِْ٣ذَةبِ وَال٧ُْشْْرِِنَِ فِِ ٩ةَرِ صَ٭َ٪٥ٍَّ ػَةلَِِي٨َ ذيِ٭َة أ

َ
ؿُوا ٨ِْ٦ أ َٛ ِي٨َ زَ إنٍِّ الٍَّ

َٟ ٥ْ٬ُ ػَيْرُ ا٣بَِِْيٍّحِ 6ا٣بَِِْيٍّحِ ) ِ و٣هَ
ُ
ةلَِْةتِ أ ٤٧ِٮُا الىٍّ َٔ ِي٨َ آ٦َُ٪ٮا وَ  2-ٙاٌج١ٕخ:  {( إنٍِّ الٍَّ

―Indeed, those who disbelieved from the People of the Book and 

the polytheists will be in Hellfire to dwell in it forever. They are 

the worst of [al-barīyah] creation. (6) But those who believed and 

did righteous deeds are the best of [al-barīyah] creation.‖ (Al-

Bayyina 98:6-7) 

Allah‘s name Al-Bara‘a (اٌجـبسب) implies the following key 

attributes: 

1. Creating from Nothing and Without Precedent: Allah, Al-

Bāri‘, brings the elements of creation into existence from 

nothing. He created hydrogen and helium, from which all 

elements — including oxygen and water — were later 

formed. These were the building blocks for life, as stated: 

٤َْ٪ة ٨َ٦ِ ال٧َْةءِ } َٕ َ٪ة٧َ٬ُة وصََ ْٞ ذَ َٛ ة ذَ ًٞ رضَْ كََجَذَة رَتْ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ نٍّ الكٍّ

َ
ؿُوا أ َٛ ِي٨َ زَ وَل٥َْ يؿََ الٍَّ

َ
كٍُّ أ

ءٍ حٍَّ   ٖٓء: الأٔج١ب {شََْ

―Have The disbelievers not recognized that the heavens and the 

earth were one united piece, then We parted them? And We created 
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every living thing from water. Will they not then believe?‖ (Al-

Anbiyā‘ 21:30) 

 ـذ٫ِۦِۤ و٨٦َِ  } ن   ءَايَ
َ
س٥ُ أ َٞ ٓ  ث٥ٍُّ  دؿَُابًٍ۬  ٨ِ٦ّ ػ٤ََ ٩ذ٥ُ إذَِا

َ
ونَ  بشََْرًٌ۬  أ  :20 الؿوم {دَ٪تشَِْرُ

―Among His signs is that He created you from dust, and now you 

are humans spreading around.‖ (Al-Rom 30:20) 

2. Healer and Curer: Al-Bāri‘ is also the One who heals. 

Prophet Ibrahim (AS) said: 

خُ ذَ٭ُٮَ ينَْٛنِِ  } ًْ  1ٓاٌؾْشاء:  {وَإِذَا مَؿِ

―And when I am ill, it is He who cures me.‖ (Ash-Shuʾarā‘ 26:80) 

3. Protector Against Injustice: Allah, Al-Bāri‘, defends 

believers from the harm and claims of transgressors: 

َ يؽَُ } ُٓ اإنٍِّ ٱللٍَّ ِٚ  ِ٨ ِي٨َ  َٔ ْ  ٱلٍَّ َ  إنٍِّ  ۗ ءَا٦َُ٪ٮٓا انًٍ۬  كٍُّ  يَُتَِّ  لََ  ٱللٍَّ ٮرٍ  ػَٮٍّ ُٛ  1ٖاٌؾظ:  { ٠َ
―Surely, Allah defends those who believe. Indeed, Allah does not 

love anyone who is treacherous or ungrateful.‖ (Al-Ḥajj 22:38) 

4. Purifier of Societies: Allah gives warnings before purging 

evil from societies. He purifies them only after ample 

warnings are ignored: 

ِي٨َ عَا٬َؽد٥َّ ٨َِ٦ّ ال٧ُْشْْرِِنَِ }  ِ وَرقَُٮلِِ إلََِ الٍَّ  (5)التوبت:  {ثؿََاءَةٌ ٨َِ٦ّ اللٍَّ

―Freedom from obligation is proclaimed from Allah and His 

Messenger toward those polytheists with whom you made treaties.‖ 

(At-Tawbah 9:1) 
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{  ٞ  ـ  َ٪ة٦َة ػ٤ََ ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ ٓ و٦ََة ثيَ   رۡضَ تِ وَٱلْ  ِ  إلٍَِّ  َ٪٭٧َُة ص٢ًٍَ۬  ِّٜ ٱلْ َ ث

َ
كَميًًّ۬  وَأ ٓ وَ   ٦َّۚ ة ْ خ٧ٍَّ ؿُوا َٛ ِي٨َ زَ  ٱلٍَّ

 ْ ٩ؾِرُوا
ُ
ٮنَ  أ ًُ ؿِ  ٕ  :3ظٞةفلْا  {٦ُ

―We did not create the heavens and the earth except in truth and for 

a specified term. Yet the disbelievers turn away from what they are 

warned of.‖ (Al-Aḥqāf 46:3) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said:  

ٌـ أؽتَّ ئ١ٌ»ّٓ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي:  ًِ رٌه لا ؽخ ْٓ أع ٗ اٌْزسُ ِٓ الله، ِ

 .ٚ ِغٍُ( )اٌجخبسٞ« ثْشَ الله اٌّشع١ٍٓ، ِجؾِّش٠ٓ ِٕٚزس٠ِٓ

―No one loves to accept excuses more than Allah. That‘s why He 

sent messengers with good news and warnings.‖ 

5. Remover of Corruption When All Hope is Lost: When 

reform is no longer possible, Allah removes corrupt people 

entirely. This was the case with the people of Nuh (AS): 

رضِْ ٨َ٦ِ ا٣كَْاٚؿِي٨َِ دَيٍّةرًا 
َ
 ٕٙٔٛػ:  {) وَٝةَلَ ٩ٮُحٌ رٍّبِّ لََ دؾََرْ عََلَ الْْ

―Nuh said: ‗My Lord, do not leave on the earth a single disbeliever. 

If You leave them, they will mislead Your slaves" (Nūḥ 71:26) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Study the Causes of Disasters: Since Allah, Al-Bāri’, 

executes the divine plan when conditions are met, Muslims 

are encouraged to study natural causes, such as those leading 

to disasters, to anticipate and protect against their effects. 

2. Strive for Excellence in Execution: When entrusted with 

implementing a plan, a Muslim should aim to follow the best 

procedures and choose the most suitable materials to ensure 

the plan is fulfilled with excellence. 

3. Purify Yourself from Wrongdoing: A believer should 

actively cleanse himself from harmful habits and avoid 

relationships that lead to disobedience or tolerating evil. 

4. Give Excuses and Advise Gently: Muslims should assume 

the best of others and offer advice before judgment. Imam 

Ja‗far Al-Sadiq said: 

سٜٚ اٌج١ٙمٟ فٟ ؽْت الإ٠ّبْ ّٓ عْفش اٌقبدق سؽّٗ الله لبي: "ئرا ثٍغَهَ ّٓ أخ١هَ 

ٌْ :ًْ ِّظْ ٌٗ ّزْسًا ٚاؽذًا ئٌٝ عج١ْٓ ّزس، فاْ أفجزَٗ ٚئلا ل ْٕىِشُٖ فبٌزَ َّ ٌٗ ّزسٌ لا اٌؾٟءُ رُ

 أّشفُٗ".

―If you hear something unpleasant about your brother, make up to 

seventy excuses for him. If you can‘t, say: ‗Perhaps he has an 

excuse I don‘t know.‖ 

5. Remain Humble: Recognizing that we were created from soil 

should instill deep humility and prevent arrogance. 

6. Be a Source of Healing: Since Allah is the Healer, Muslims 

should be grateful for His care and strive to be a source of 

comfort, healing, and support for others. 
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Section 15  Al-Musawwir (الوصىر) 

Al-Musawwir (الوصىر) – The Shaper of Beauty, the Fashioner 

The name Al-Muṣawwir appears once in the Qur'an in Surah Al-

Hashr alongside Al-Khāliq (The Creator) and Al-Bāri‘ (The 

Producer):   

ُٜ الْْةَرئُِ ال٧ُْىَٮّرُِ ۖ } ُ الَْْة٣ِ ق٧َْةءُ  لَُ  ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ  فِِ  ٦َة لَُ  يكَُجّطُِ  الُْْكْنَِ   الْْ رضِْ  الكٍّ

َ
 و٬َُٮَ  ۚۚ وَالْْ

 ُـ ـيِ َٕ  ٕٗاٌؾؾش:  {ال١َِْْي٥ُ  ا٣ْ

―He is Allah, the Creator, the Producer, the Fashioner. O Him 

belong the Most Beautiful Names. Whatever is in the heavens and 

the earth glorifies Him. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.‖ (Al-

Hashr 59:24) 

As previously discussed, while all three names relate to Allah‘s 

power of creation, their mention together highlights distinct roles: 

 Al-Khāliq: The Planner 

 Al-Bāri‘: The Executor 

 Al-Muṣawwir: The One who gives unique shape, detail, and 

beauty to each creation. Allah says: 

ر٩ْةَز٥ُْ ث٥ٍُّ ٤َُْٝ٪ة ل٧َْ٤ِلَن١َِحِ اقْضُؽُوا لِِدَمَ } َ٪ةز٥ُْ ث٥ٍُّ وَٮٍّ ْٞ ؽْ ػ٤ََ َٞ  ٔٔالأّشاف: {و٣ََ

―We have created you, then shaped you. Then We said to the 

angels, 'Prostrate before Adam.‖ (Al-Araf 7:11) 
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This verse implies that shaping (taṣwīr) follows creation (khalq), 

emphasizing the uniqueness and detailed design of each human 

being — unlike animals, who often appear similar, even children 

from the same parents have distinct features.   

Meaning of Al-Muṣawwir 

The root ṣ-w-r (ّٛس  :conveys meanings such as (ف

 To shape, form, or sculpt 

 To design or give image 

 To imagine or visualize 

Thus, Al-Muṣawwir is: 

 The One who bestows form and structure 

 The One who ensures harmony, balance, and perfection 

 The One who gives each creation its uniqueness and special 

features 

Allah affirms this in various verses: 

َٙ ينََةءُ ۚ }  رظَْةمِ ٠َيْ
َ
ِي يىَُٮّرِز٥ُُْ فِِ الْْ  ُـ ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  إلَِ ٫َ  لََ  ٬ُٮَ الٍَّ ـيِ َٕ  ٙ :آل ٧ٔؿان {ال١َِْْي٥ُ  ا٣ْ

―He is the One who shapes you in the wombs as He wills. There is 

no God but He, the Almighty, the Wise‖ (Al-Imran 3:6) 

 {  ْ٥ ُِ ظْك٨ََ وُٮَرَ
َ
٥ْ ٚأَ ُِ رَ ٧َةءَ ثَِ٪ةءً وَوَٮٍّ رضَْ َٝؿَارًا وَالكٍّ

َ
٢َ ٣س٥َُُ الْْ َٕ ِي صَ ُ الٍَّ  ٗٙ :غَٚؿ {اللٍَّ
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―Allah made the earth your resting place, the sky your canopy, and 

shaped you in the best form.‖ (Ghafer 40:64) 

 {  ۖ٥ْ ُِ ظْك٨ََ وُٮَرَ
َ
٥ْ ٚأَ ُِ رَ ِ وَوَٮٍّ ّٜ رضَْ ثةِلَْْ

َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ َٜ الكٍّ  ٖاٌزغبثٓ:  {ال٧َْىِيرُ  وَإِلَح٫ِْ  ػ٤ََ

――He created the heavens and the earth in perfect balance and 

shaped you beautifully and to Him is the final return.‖ (Al-

Taghabun 64:3) 

Allah‘s attribute Al-Musawwir ensures the perfection of the 

creation as He said: 

جَ }  َِ َٓ ق٧ََةوَاتٍ  َٜ قَجْ ِي ػ٤ََ ِٜ  فِِ  ةٝةً ٦َة دؿََى  الٍَّ ةوُتٍ  ٨٦ِْ  الؿٍّظْمَ ٨ِ  ػ٤َْ َٛ ِٓ  ۖۚ تَ  ٢٬َْ  الْْصََََ  ٚةَرصِْ

ٮرٍ  ٨ِ٦ْ  دؿََى   ُُ َٟ الْْصَََُ ػَةقِبًة و٬َُٮَ ظَكِيرٌ 3ذُ ٤تِْ إلَِحْ َٞ تَنِْ حَ٪ْ ِٓ الْْصََََ ٠َؿٍّ  ٗ-ٖاٌٍّه:  {ث٥ٍُّ ارصِْ

―He is Who has created the seven heavens one above the other, you 

can see nothing out of proportion in the creation of the Rahman. 

Then look again: "Can you see any flaws?" (3) Then look again 

and yet again, your sight will return to you abased and in a state of 

weariness.‖ (Al-Mulk 67:3-4) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Appreciate Beauty in Creation: Reflect on the beauty around 

you, birds, flowers, mountains, lakes, fruits, and thank Allah 

for the pleasure of experiencing it. Respect all of His 

creation and see diversity as a reflection of Al-Muṣawwir‘s 

artistry. 

2. Be Content with Your Appearance: Allah created you in the 

best form. Trust His wisdom and avoid envy or 

dissatisfaction. Remember: if we were as beautiful as 

Prophet Yusuf (Joseph), we might not bear the trials he 

faced. 

3. Look Beyond the Mirror: When you see yourself in the 

mirror, thank Allah for your form, but also examine your 

character and ask Allah to beautify your inner self just as He 

has your outer appearance. 

4. Live Up to Your Potential: Allah says: 

ٮيِمٍ  }  ْٞ ظْك٨َِ تَ
َ
نكَةنَ فِِ أ َ٪ة الِْْ ْٞ ؽْ ػ٤ََ َٞ  ٗاٌز١ٓ:  {٣َ

―Indeed, We created the human being in the best of forms.‖ (At-Tīn 

95:4) 

Use your intellect, body, and skills wisely. Strive for excellence in 

all tasks. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

ّٓ ّبئؾخ سمٟ الله رْبٌٝ ّٕٙب لبٌذ : لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ " ئْ الله 

 )أخشعٗ أثٛ ٠ٍْٝ ٚاٌيجشأٟ(٠ؾت ئرا ًّّ أؽذوُ ّّلًا أْ ٠زمٕٗ. 
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―Allah loves that when any of you does a task, he perfects it.‖ 

َّ الَله "لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ َٟ الُأِٛسِ، ٚ أَؽشافَٙب ئ َِْبٌ ، ٚ رْبٌٝ ٠ُؾِتُّ 

ُٖ عَفْغبفَٗ  )أخشعٗ اٌيجشأٟ ّٓ اٌؾغ١ٓ ثٓ ٍّٟ أ١ِش اٌّإ١ِٕٓ ("٠َىشَ

―Allah loves serious efforts and dislikes trivial pursuits.‖ 

Note on Perceived Imperfections 

One might ask: How can everything Allah created be perfect if we 

observe defects in some creations? This question reflects a limited 

understanding. Allah says: 

٢ُ و٥ْ٬َُ } َٕ ْٛ ة حَ لُ خ٧ٍَّ
َ
لٮُنَ لََ يكُْأ

َ
 ٖٕالأٔج١بء:  {يكُْأ

―He is not questioned about what He does, but they will be 

questioned.‖ (Al-Anbiyā‘ 21:23) 

What appears as imperfection may carry hidden wisdom. For 

instance, a person born blind may, through patience, be guaranteed 

Paradise. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

َّمٗ الله ِّٕٙب اٌغٕخ " :صلى الله عليه وسلملبي إٌجٟ   )ِغٕذ أؽّذ( ―ِٓ فمذ ؽج١جز١ٗ فقجش ّ

―If someone loses their sight and remains patient, Allah will grant 

them Paradise.‖  
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Section 16  Al-Hakeem ( حَكِينُلا ) 

Al-Hakeem ( حَكِينُلا ) - The All-Wise 

Allah‘s name Al-Ḥakeem appears 38 times in the Qur‘an with the 

definite article Al- and 53 times without it Hakeem (ُؽى١). It is 

frequently paired with names such as: 

 Al-Aziz (The Mighty) 

 Al-Aleem (The All-Knowing) 

 Al-Khabir (The All-Aware) 

ُٜ الْْةَرئُِ ال٧ُْىَٮّرُِ ۖ } ُ الَْْة٣ِ ق٧َْةءُ  لَُ  ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ  فِِ  ٦َة لَُ  يكَُجّطُِ  الُْْكْنَِ   الْْ رضِْ  الكٍّ

َ
 و٬َُٮَ  ۚۚ وَالْْ

 ُـ ـيِ َٕ  ٕٗاٌؾؾش:  {١ِي٥ُ الَْْ  ا٣ْ

―He is Allah—the Creator, the Producer, the Fashioner. To Him 

belong the Most Beautiful Names. Whatever is in the heavens and 

the earth glorifies Him. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.‖ (Al-

Ḥashr 59:24) 

The repeated pairing of Al-Ḥakeem with Al-Aziz, Al-Aleem, and Al-

Khabir emphasizes that Allah‘s wisdom stems from His complete 

power, knowledge, and awareness. Every action He takes is based 

on absolute knowledge and flawless judgment. 

Al-Ḥakeem comes from the Arabic root ḥ-k-m ( َ -ن - ػ ), which 

conveys meanings such as: 
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 To restrain or control 

 To possess deep knowledge of the reality of things 

 To pass judgment and enforce justice 

Wisdom (ḥikmah) is the ability to place things in their proper 

place, time, manner, and measure, based on knowledge, 

experience, and sound judgment. 

Allah‘s name Al-Ḥakeem reflects His perfect wisdom across all 

domains, including: 

 Creation of the heavens and the earth 

 Design of mankind and all living beings 

 Control and governance over the universe 

 Distribution of provisions 

 Sending prophets and revelations 

 Delivering justice and assigning reward or punishment 

Key Expressions of Divine Wisdom: 

1. Absolute Legislative Authority: Allah alone has the right to 

legislate and judge: 

 ـ  } َٚعُس٥َْ ٱلَْْ
َ
ٮنَۚ  ٭٤ِيٍِّحِ أ ُ٘ ظْك٨َُ  و٨٦ََْ  حَجْ

َ
ٮْمٍ   ٨ِ٦َ  أ َٞ ِ ِ ظ٧ً١ُْة ٣ّ  ٓ٘اٌّبئذح:  {يٮُُِٝ٪ٮنَ  ٱللٍَّ

―Is it the judgment of ignorance they seek? Who is better than 

Allah in judgment for a people who have certainty?‖ (Al-Mā'idah 

5:50) 
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2. Wise Distribution of Provisions 

 { ِ ُ ٱلؿّزِْقَ ٣ِٕجَِةدِه ٍَ ٱللٍَّ ٮْ  ۦوَلٮَْ بكََ َ٘  ـ  فِِ  الََْ رضِْ و٣ََ
َ
لُِ  س٨ِٱلْْ ؽَرًٍ۬  حُنَّ َٞ ِ ة ث  إ٫ٍُّ٩ِۥ ۚۚ ينََةءُٓ  ٦ٍّ

 ِ  2ٕاٌؾٛسٜ:  {ثىَِيرٌ  ػَجيٌِر   ۦثِٕجَِةدِه

―If Allah were to expand provision for His servants, they would 

transgress, but He sends it in due measure as He wills. He is s All-

Aware, Ever- Watchful.‖ (Al-Shura 42:27) 

3. Use of History as a Warning 

 { ٓ ؽْ صَة َٞ ٓ  ٨ِ٦َّ  ء٥٬َُو٣ََ ٩جَة
َ
حًٌ۬  ( ظ٧َ١ِْحًٌ۬ 4) ٦َة ذي٫ِِ مُـدَْصَؿًٌ۬  ءِ ٱلْْ َ٘ ٨ِْ٘  ذ٧ََة ۖۚ ثة٣َِ  ٘-ٗاٌمّش:  {ٱلجَّؾُرُ  تُ

―And there came to them news (of previous nations) that should be 

enough to deter. (4) Containing wisdom, but warnings did not 

benefit them.‖ (Al-Qamar 54:4–5) 

4. Control Over Human Affairs 

 { ًٍ۬ ُ ثضَُِّّ َٟ ٱللٍَّ َٙ  ٚلََ  وَإِن ح٧َْكَكْ َٟ  وَإِن إلٍَِّ ٬ُٮَ ۖ  لَهُۥۤ كََمِ يْرًٍ۬  ح٧َْكَكْ
ءًٍ۬  كُِّ  عََلَ   ذَ٭ُٮَ  بَِِ  ٝؽَِيؿًٌ۬  شََْ

ِٔجَةدِهِ 17) ة٬ؿُِ ٚٮَْقَ  َٞ    1ٔ-2ٔالأْٔبَ:  {ٱل١َِْْي٥ُ ٱلَْْجيِرُ  و٬َُٮَ  ۖۚ ۦ( و٬َُٮَ ٱ٣ْ

―If Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it but Him and 

if He causes you good, He has power over all things. (17) He is the 

dominant over all His servanys; and He is the All-Wise, the All-

Aware.‖ (Al-Anaam 6:17–18) 
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5. Complete Knowledge and Oversight 

ِٔ٪ؽَهُ } ٓ  ۥوَ ٧َُ٤ْٕ٭َة يتِْ لََ حَ َ٘ ةدطُِ ٱ٣ْ َٛ ٥َ٤ُْٕ  ۚۚ ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٦َ ِ وَٱلْْعَْؿِ ۚ  فِِ  ٦َة وَيَ ٍُ  و٦ََة ٱ٣بَِّْ ُٞ  إلٍَِّ  وَرَٝحٍَ  ٨٦ِ تكَْ

٧َُ٤ْٕ٭َة  ـخِ  فِِ  ظَجٍّحًٍ۬  وَلََ  حَ ٧َُ٤ تًٍ۬  ُّ َْ رضِْ وَلََ رَ
َ
 ـتًٍ۬  فِِ  إلٍَِّ  يةَبفٍِ  وَلََ  ٱلْْ جنًٍِ۬  ٠ذَِ  1٘الأْٔبَ:  {٦َّ

―With Him are the keys of the Unseen. No one knows them but He. 

He knows whatever is there in the earth, and in the sea. No leaf 

falls but He knows it and there is no grain in the dark layers of the 

earth nor anything fresh or dry but is recorded in a clear book … all 

is recorded in a clear Book.‖ (Al-Anaam 6:59) 

6. Support of the Righteous, Power Against the Wrongdoers 

 { ِۚ ِٔ٪ؽِ ٱللٍَّ ٌـً۬  إنٍِّ  و٦ََة ٱلجٍّصَُْ إلٍَِّ ٨ْ٦ِ  ـيِ َٔ  َ     ٓٔالأٔفبي: {ظ١َِي٥ٌ  ٱللٍَّ

―Victory is only from Allah. Indeed, Allah is the All-Mighty, All-

Wise.‖ (Al-Anfal 8:10) 

7. Perfection in Creation 

 ـ }  ٧َ َٜ ٱلكٍّ ِى ػ٤ََ ِ ۖ اٮَ و٬َُٮَ ٱلٍَّ ّٜ رضَْ ثٱِلَْْ
َ
ٮلُ  وَيٮَمَْ  تِ وَٱلْْ ُٞ ۚ  ٝٮَْلُُ  ۚۚ ذَي١َُٮنُ  ز٨ُ حَ َّٜ  وَلَُ  ٱلَْْ

ٮرِ ۚ  غُ فِِ ٱلىَّ َٛ ُٟ يٮَمَْ يُ٪  ـ٥ِ٤ُ  ٱل٤٧ُْْ  ـ  َٔ ٭َ يتِْ وَٱلنٍّ َ٘  2ٖالأْٔبَ:  {ٱل١َِْْي٥ُ ٱلَْْجيِرُ  و٬َُٮَ  ۚۚ ؽَةِ ٱ٣ْ

―He is the One who created the heavens and the earth in truth.  On 

the day He says "Be" Behold! it is. His Word is the truth. And His 

is the kingdom on the day the trumpet will be blown. He is the 

Knower of the Unseen and the Seen.  For He is the All-Wise, the 

All-Aware‖. (Al-Anaam 6:73) 
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ؽ  } َٞ َ٣   ٞ ِ  َ٪ةػ٤ََ  ـ٨َ ٱلْ  ك٨َِ  فِِٓ  نكَ ظ 
َ
ٮيِمًٍ۬  أ  ٞ ِ  {تَ  :4 نالتّ

―Indeed, We created man in the best form…‖ (At-Tīn 95:4) 

8. Creation Has Purpose and Meaning 

 ـ }  ٪َ ْٞ ج٧ٍَّة ػ٤ََ
َ
َٚعَكِبذ٥ُْْ أ

َ
٩ٍّس٥ُْ  خَجَسًً۬ة س٥ُْ أ

َ
ُٕٮنَ  إلَِحَْ٪ة وَأ  ٘ٔٔاٌّإِْٕٛ:   {لََ دؿُصَْ

―Did you think We created you without purpose and that you 

would not be returned to Us?‖ (Al-Mu‘minūn 23:115) 

9. The Qur‘an as a Source of Wisdom 

 ـ  }  ظ٧َ١ِْخْ  تٌ ٠ذَِ
ُ
 ـذ٫ُُ  أ ٤خَْ  ث٥ٍُّ  ءَايَ نْ  ٨٦ِ ُٚىِّ ُ  ٔ٘ٛد:  {ػَجيٍِرً۬  ظ١َِيمٍ  لٍَّ

―(This is) a book whose verses are perfected and then explained — 

from One who is All-Wise, All-Aware.‖ Hud 11:1) 

 ـتٌ  ۥوَإ٫ٍُّ٩ِ } ٌـً۬  ١َِ٣ذَ ـيِ َٔ (٤١ 
 
٢ُ  تي٫ِِ ( لٍَّ يأَ ُِ  ـ َ ِ  ٨٦ِ   ٱلْ   ظ١َِيمٍ  ٨ِ٦ّ   دنَي٢ًٌِ۬  ۖ ػ٤َ ٫ِٛۦِ ٨٦ِ   وَلََ  يؽََي ٫ِ  بَن 

 :42 فقٍذ  {حَيِؽٍ 

―No falsehood can approach it , neither from its front nor from its 

behind: it is a revelation from the All-Wise, the Praiseworthy.‖ 

(Fussilat 41:42) 

10. The Prophet‘s Role in Teaching Wisdom 
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{ 
ُ رَ فِِ ٱلْ  َٕ ِى بَ ْ  ٥  ٭ُ ٦ِّ٪   رقَُٮلًًَ۬  ٦ِّيّـِ ٨َ ٬ُٮَ ٱلٍَّ ٤يَ   حَذ ٤ٮُا  ـذ٫ِۦِ ٥  ٭ِ َٔ يِ ءَايَ ِّ َـ ٧ُِ٤ّ٭٥ُُ  ٥  ٭ِ وَيُ َٕ  ـتَ ٱ٣   وَيُ  ١ِذَ

 ِ ٧َحَ وَٱلْ   ـ٢ًٍ۬  ٣فَِ  ٢ُ وَإِن ك٩ََٮُاْ ٨٦ِ رَج   ١  َ٤ جنًٍِ۬  ًَ  ٕاٌغّْخ:  {٦َّ

―He sent among the unlettered people a messenger from among 

themselves, reciting to them His signs, purifying them, and 

teaching them the Book and wisdom.‖ (Al-Jumuʾah 62:2) 

11. Wisdom as a Divine Gift 

ِ  تِِ يؤُ  { ٓ ١  ٱلْ  تَ  و٨٦ََ  ءُۚ ٧َحَ ٨٦َ ينََة ِ  يؤُ  ؽ  ١  ٱلْ  َٞ وتَِِ  ٧َحَ ذَ
ُ
ا أ ًً۬ ٓ ٠ٍّ و٦ََة يؾٍَّ   اۗسيًِرً۬ ٠َ  ػَير  ْ  ؿُ إلٍَِّ وْلٮُا

ُ
 أ

 
َ  ـتِ ٱلْ  َ  1ٕٙاٌجمشح:  {لْ 

―He grants wisdom to whom He wills. Whoever is given wisdom 

has been given great good. Only those who are endowed with 

insight bears this in mind.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:269) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Trust in Allah‘s Plan: Believing in Al-Ḥakīm brings peace 

and acceptance, even in hardship. Everything happens with 

divine purpose and wisdom. 

خْيُنَِ٪ة وقََجِّطْ }
َ
َٟ ثأِ َٟ ٚإ٩ََِّ ِّ ٮر {وَاوْبِِْ لُِْس٥ِْ رَب َُّ  :48 ا٣

“Be patient with the command of your Lord. You are under Our 

watch...” (Aṭ-Ṭur 52:48) 

2. Pursue Wisdom as a Life Goal: Wisdom can be learned. 

Study the Qur‘an and reflect on creation to see Allah‘s 

wisdom and deepen your understanding of Him. The more 

you know Allah, the wiser you become. 

3. Apply and Share Wisdom: Without wisdom, actions lead to 

failure in this life and the next. Seek wisdom from Allah, use 

it, and teach it. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

َُ َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّْ  ُٗ ُّٟ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ِٗ " :لَبيَ إٌَّجِ ٍََ٘ىَزِ  ٍََّٝ َِبًٌب فَغٍُِّوَ   ُٗ ُٖ اٌٍَّ ًٌ آرَب ِٓ سَعُ َٕز١َْ ٌَب ؽَغَذَ ئٌَِّب فِٟ اصْ

َٙب ُّ ٍَِّْ ٠َُٚ َٙب  َٛ ٠َمْنِٟ ثِ ُٙ َّخَ فَ ُٗ اٌْؾِىْ ُٖ اٌٍَّ ًٌ آرَب َٚسَعُ  )اٌجخبسٞ ِٚغٍُ ( " فِٟ اٌْؾَكِّ 

―Envy is not justified except in two cases: a man whom Allah gave 

wealth and he spends it rightly, and a man whom Allah gave 

wisdom and he judges by it and teaches it.‖ (Bukhārī & Muslim) 
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Section 17  Al-Wadud (الىدود) 

Al-Wadud (الىدود) - “The Affectionate”, “The Most Loving” 

Allah‘s name Al-Wadud appears twice in the Qur‘an: 

ٮرُ الٮَْدُودُ ٫ٍُّ٩13 ٬ُٮَ حُجؽِْئُ وَيُٕيِؽُ ) ِ}  ُٛ َ٘      ٗٔ-ٖٔاٌجشٚط:  {( و٬َُٮَ ا٣ْ

―Indeed, He alone originates and resurrects. (13) And He is the 

Most Forgiving, the Most Loving.‖ (Al-Burooj 85:13-14) 

ِْ٘ٛؿُوا رَبٍّس٥ُْ ث٥ٍُّ دٮُبٮُا إلَِح٫ِْ إنٍِّ رَبِِّ رظَِي٥ٌ وَدُودٌ }   93هود: {وَاقْذَ

"Ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto Him (in repentance): 

for my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving.‖ (Hud 11:90) 

A core Islamic truth is that our relationship with Allah should be 

driven more by love than by fear. This is beautifully emphasized 

in: 

ٮْمٍ يَُجَِّ٭٥ُْ }  َٞ ِ ُ ث تِِ اللٍَّ
ْ
ِي٨َ آ٦َُ٪ٮا ٨ْ٦َ يؿَْدؽٍَّ ٦ِ٪س٥ُْْ خ٨َْ دِي٪٫ِِ َٚكَٮفَْ يأَ ٭َة الٍَّ حَّ

َ
 {وَيُعِجَّٮ٫َ٩ُ يةَ أ
 ٗ٘ اٌّبئذح

―O‘ you who believe, if any of you turn back from his religion, 

Allah will bring forth people whom He loves, and they love Him.‖ 

(Al-Maeda 5:54) 

Notice that Allah‘s love comes first ―He loves them‖—before their 

love for Him. 
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Although none of Allah‘s names is ―Al-Ḥabīb‖ (اٌؾج١ت) (The 

Loving One in emotional terms). Allah‘s name Al-Wadud conveys 

something deeper: love expressed through action. 

Wud (ُّٚد ) vs. Ḥubb (ّؽُت): 

 Ḥubb is emotional love. 

 Wud is love expressed through action, generosity, and care. 

You may feel love for someone but do nothing to show it. Wud 

means you act to bring joy and comfort to the one you love. That is 

Allah, Al-Wadud—He loves you and constantly shows it.  

Imam Hammad ibn Salamah ibn Dinar (91-167 H) said:   

لبي الإِبَ ؽّبد ثٓ عٍّخ سؽّٗ الله: ٌٛ خ١ُّشد ث١ٓ أْ ٠ُؾبعجٕٟ الله أٚ ٠ُؾبعجٕٟ أثٛاٞ، 

.َّٞ  لاخزشد ِؾبعجخ الله، لأْ الله أسؽُ ثٟ ِٓ أثٛ

―If I had to choose who would judge me—Allah or my parents—I 

would choose Allah, for He is more merciful to me than they are.‖. 

Consider the many ways Allah demonstrates His love: 

 He created the sun for warmth and light, and darkness for 

rest. 

 He didn‘t just provide sustenance, but diverse foods, 

beautiful flowers, fragrant scents, colorful birds, and 

stunning sunsets—many of which serve no survival purpose, 

only to please us. 
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 All of this is given equally to believers and disbelievers. 

But for believers, Allah reserves a special love: 

٢ُ ل٭٥َُُ الؿٍّح٨َُْ وُدّاً  } َٕ ةلَِْةتِ قَيَضْ ٤٧ِٮُا الىٍّ َٔ ِي٨َ آ٦َُ٪ٮا وَ  1ِٙش٠ُ:  {إنٍِّ الٍَّ

―Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds— Al-Rahman 

will bestow on them (Wud) [special love].‖ (Maryam 19:96) 

How would you feel if any dignitary/celebrity mentioned you by 

name? Surely, you would be so excited and very proud.  Why don‘t 

you feel the same excitement when Allah, the Lord of the universe 

and the King of all kings mentions your name and tells everyone 

that He loves you? The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) 

said: 

Imagine being publicly loved by a king—how honored would you 

feel? Now imagine being loved by Allah, and having your name 

announced in the heavens. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

َّ الَله ئِرا أؽتَّ  ‖:صلى الله عليه وسلملبي سعٛي الله  ًَ ، فمبي : ئِٟٔ أؽتُّ فلأبً فأؽِجَّٗ ، ئِ ّجذا دّب عجش٠

َّ الَله ٠ؾتُّ فلأبً فأؽِجُّٖٛ ، ف١ؾجُّٗ أً٘  ًُ ، صُ ٠ٕبدٞ فٟ اٌغّبءِ ، ف١مٛي : ئِ لبي : ف١ُؾِجُّٗ عجش٠

ُِ ٌٗ اٌَمجُٛيُ فٟ الأسك  ] اٌجخبسٞ[  ― اٌغّبء ، صُ ٠ٛمَ

―When Allah loves someone, He calls Jibril and says: ‗I love so-

and-so, so love him.‘ Then Jibril announces in the heavens: ‗Allah 

loves so-and-so, so love him.‘ Then the inhabitants of the heavens 

love him, and he is granted acceptance on earth.‖ (Bukhari) 
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Allah doesn‘t need our love—it adds nothing to Him. Yet, He 

invites us to love Him so He can fill the heavens and the earth with 

love for us. 

It is natural that you may not want to expose your weaknesses to 

anyone and shed your tears in front of anyone.  But, when you are 

with Al-Wadud (اٌٛدٚد), you can because He loves you and wants to 

help you.  

Al-Wadūd wants us to come to Him, especially in weakness and 

pain. He wants us to share our fears, anxieties, and needs. He is 

always available to comfort and console us. 

When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was rejected in Ṭā‘if, wounded and 

exhausted, he cried out—not with complaint, but with loving 

vulnerability:  

 "اٌٍُٙ ئ١ٌه أؽىٛ مْف لٛرٟ، ٚلٍخ ؽ١ٍزٟ، ٚ٘ٛأٟ ٍّٝ إٌبط..."

―O Allah, to You alone I complain of my weakness, lack of 

resources, and humiliation before men.‖ 

When the wife of Imran gave birth to a girl, concerned she could 

not fulfill her vow to dedicate a male child to Allah‘s service, she 

called upon Al-Wadud saying: (O my Lord, I have delivered of a 

female!). But Allah, Al-Wadud, reassured her, not only did He 

accept her daughter Maryam, but honored her beyond measure:   
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{ َِ ٤يَ٭َْة زَ َٔ ؿيٍِّة ك٧ٍََُّة دَػ٢ََ  َِ ٤٭ََة زَ ٍّٛ َِ ٩بْذََ٭َة جَجَةدةً ظَكًَ٪ة وَ
َ
جُٮلٍ ظَك٨ٍَ وَأ َٞ ِ ج٤ٍّ٭ََة رَبَّ٭َة ث َٞ ؿِيٍّة ذَذَ

ِٔ٪ؽ٬ََْة رزِْٝةً ٝةَلَ يةَ  َ يؿَْزُقُ ٨ْ٦َ ال٧ِْعْؿَابَ وصََؽَ  ِ إنٍِّ اللٍَّ ِٔ٪ؽِْ اللٍَّ ِٟ ٬َؾَا ٝة٣َخَْ ٬ُٮَ ٨ْ٦ِ  َ نٍّّ ل
َ
مَؿْي٥َُ أ

يْرِ ظِكَةبٍ  َ٘ ِ  2ٖآي ّّشاْ:  {ينََةءُ ث

And so it was that her Lord graciously accepted her and made her 

grow in purity and beauty, and He entrusted her to the foster care 

of Zakariya. Whenever he entered (her) sanctuary to see her, he 

found her with provisions. He said: "O Maryam! From where this 

comes to you." She said: "It is from Allah: for Allah provides for 

whoever He wills without measure."  (Al-Imran 3:37) 

Who else, other than Al-Wadud, invites you to confide in Him—

without judgment, without expectations, simply out of pure love 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Love Allah Sincerely: Reciprocate Allah‘s love through 

obedience and devotion. 

2. Live by the Qualities Allah Loves: Allah loves those who 

are: 

o Righteous   (َٓ ُّؾْغ١ِِٕ  (اٌْ

o God-conscious  (َٓ ُّزَّم١ِ  (اٌْ

o Just    (َٓ ُّمْغِي١ِ  (اٌْ

o Pure    (َٓ ِّٙش٠ِ ُّزَيَ  (اٌْ

o Repentant   (َٓ َّٛاث١ِ  (اٌزَّ

o Trustful of Him  (َٓ َٛو١ٍِِّ ُّزَ  (اٌْ

o Patient   (َٓ  (اٌقَّبثِش٠ِ

3. Love and Serve Creation: Show mercy and kindness to 

others, just as Allah shows it to you. 

4. Love for the Sake of Allah: Love others not for gain, but 

purely for Allah. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

َُ لَبيَ َٚعٍََّ  ِٗ ١ٍََّْ  ُٗ ِّٟ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ْٓ إٌَّجِ َّ ُ٘ش٠َْشَحَ  ْٓ أَثِٟ  َّ: ‖ ِٗ ٍٍِِّ ُٗ فِٟ  ُْ اٌٍَّ ُٙ ٍَُِّ َْخٌ ٠ُ ًَّ عَجْ ٍِ ََ ٌَب  ْٛ ٠َ

ُٗ ٍٍُِّ َْب ...ئٌَِّب  َّ ِٗ اعْزَ ِْ رَؾَبثَّب فِٟ اٌٍَّ ِٗ َٚسَعٍَُب ١ٍََّْ َٚرَفَشَّلَب   ِٗ  )اٌجخبسٞ ٚ فؾ١ؼ ِغٍُ ― (١ٍََّْ

―Seven are shaded by Allah on the Day of Judgment… two people 

who loved each other for the sake of Allah, meeting and parting on 

that basis…‖ (Bukhārī & Muslim) 

 سٚاٖ أثٛ داٚد((  ―ِٓ أؽت لله ٚأثغل لله ٚأّيٝ لله ِِٕٚ لله فمذ اعزىًّ الإ٠ّبْ ―

―Whoever loves, hates, gives, and withholds for the sake of Allah 

has perfected faith.‖ 
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Section 20  Al-Waliyy ( لْىَلِيُّا ) 

Al-Waliyy ( لْىَلِيُّا ) – The Guardian  

Al-Mawlā ( لْوَىْلَىا ) – The Master 

Both Al-Waliyy and Al-Mawlā are beautiful names of Allah that 

emphasize His nearness, protection, and authority. While Al-

Waliyy is included in the 99 Names of Allah, Al-Mawlā is also 

mentioned in the Qur‘an and Sunnah with a closely related 

meaning.  

Al-Waliyy (The Guardian) is mentioned in the following verses:  

ُ ٬ُٮَ الٮَْلَِِّ و٬َُٮَ يَُيِِْ } وْلِحةَءَ ٚةَللٍَّ
َ
َؾُوا ٨ْ٦ِ دُو٫ِ٩ِ أ مِ اتٍَّ

َ
ءٍ ٝؽَِيؿٌ أ ِ شََْ

 {ال٧َْٮْتَِ و٬َُٮَ عََلَ كُّ
 1اٌؾٛسٜ: 

―Have they taken others as guardians besides Him? But Allah is the 

Guardian. He gives life and causes death, and He is capable of all 

things.‖ (Ash-Shura 42:9) 

يرَْ ٦ِ  }  َ٘ لُِ ا٣ْ ِي حُنَّ ٮا وَيَنشُْْرُ رحََْذ٫َُۚ و٬َُٮَ الٍَّ ُُ ْٕؽِ ٦َة رََ٪ 1ٕاٌؾٛسٜ:  {ال٧َِْْيؽُ  الٮَْلَِِّ  و٬َُٮَ  ٨ بَ  

―And He is the One who sends down rain after they lose hope and 

spreads His mercy. He is the Guardian, the Praiseworthy.‖ (Al-

Shura 42:28) 

ةلِْنَِ  }  لَ ا١ِْ٣ذَةبَ و٬َُٮَ حَذٮََلٍِّ الىٍّ ّـٍ ِي ٩َ ُ الٍَّ َ اللٍَّ  1ٙٔ الأّشاف: {إنٍِّ و٣َيِِِّ

―Surely, my Guardian is Allah Who reveals the book and He 

befriends the righteous.‖ (Al-A‘araf 7:196) 
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Al-Mawla (The Master) is mentioned in the following verses:    

َ مَٮْلََز٥ُْۚ  } نٍّ اللٍَّ
َ
٧َُ٤ٮا أ ْٔ ٥َْٕ  ٚإَنِ دٮ٣ٍََّٮْا ٚةَ ِ ٥َْٕ  ال٧َْٮْلَِ  ٩ ِ  ٓٗالأٔفبي:  {الجٍّىِيرُ  و٩َ

―If they turn away, then know that Allah is your Master. How 

excellent is the Master and how excellent the Helper!‖ (Al-Anfal 8:40) 

٥َْٕ الجٍّىِيرُ  }  ِ ٥َْٕ ال٧َْٮْلَِ و٩َ ِ ِ ٬ُٮَ مَٮْلََز٥ُْ َٚ٪  21اٌؾظ:  {وَاخْذَى٧ُِٮا ثةِللٍَّ

―And hold fast to Allah. He is your Master. How excellent He is as 

the Master and the Helper.‖ (Al-Hajj 22:78) 

ُ لَجةَۚ  }  ِ ال٧ُْؤ٦ُِْ٪ٮنَ وَعََلَ  ۚۚ مَٮْل٩ََةَ ٬ُٮَ  ٢ُٝ ٨ٍّ٣ يىُِيبََ٪ة إلٍَِّ ٦َة ٠َذتََ اللٍَّ
ِ ٤َٚيَْذَٮَكٍّّ  ٔ٘اٌزٛثخ:  { اللٍَّ

―Say: Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has written for 

us. He is our Master. And in Allah let the believers put their trust.‖  

(Al-Tawba 9:51) 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) also combined both 

names in his supplication:  

َْ سَعُٛيُ اٌٍَّٗ  ِٓ أَسْلَُ، لَبيَ: وَب ْٓ ص٠َْذِ ث َّ آدِ َٔفْغِٟ  ‖٠مَٛيُ: فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍَُّ ُٙ اٌٍَّ

ْٔذَ  َ٘ب، أَ ْٓ صَوَّب َِ ْٔذَ خ١َشُ  َٙب أَ َٚصَوِّ َ٘ب،  َٛا َ٘برَمْ ْٛلَا َِٚ َٙب   ) سٚاٖ ِغٍُ( .―١ٌُِّٚ

―O Allah, grant my soul its Taqwa and purify it. You are the best to 

purify it. You are its Guardian and its Master.‖ (Muslim) 

Both Al-Waliyy and Al-Mawlā come from a root meaning 

nearness, suggesting closeness, support, and authority. That‘s why 

Allah says: 

ك٫ُُۖ } ْٛ ٥َُ٤ْٕ ٦َة دٮُقَْٮسُِ ث٫ِِ جَ نكَْةنَ وَجَ َ٪ة الِْْ ْٞ ؽْ ػ٤ََ َٞ ٝؿَْبُ  وَن٨ََُْ  و٣ََ
َ
 54ق:  {الٮَْريِؽِ  ظَج٢ِْ  ٨٦ِْ  إلَِح٫ِْ  أ
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―Indeed, We created man, and We know what his soul whispers. 

We are closer to him than his jugular vein.‖ (Qaf 50:16) 

This nearness means Allah is the true Guardian and Master over 

everything—offering protection, guidance, and care to those who 

choose Him as their Waliyy. 

َٟ ذَ  } ِ نٍّ  ل
َ
َ  ثأِ ِي٨َ  مَٮْلَِ  اللٍَّ نٍّ  آ٦َُ٪ٮا الٍَّ

َ
 ِٔٔؾّذ:  {ل٭٥َُْ  مَٮْلَِ  لََ  ا٣كَْاٚؿِي٨َِ  وَأ

―That is because Allah is guardian of those who believe, and the 

disbelievers have no guardian.‖ (Muhammad 47:11) 

{ ۚ ِ ّٜ ِ الَْْ َٟ الٮَْلََيحَُ لِلٍَّ ِ جًة وػََيْرٌ  زٮََاثةً ػَيْرٌ  ٬ُٮَ  ٬َُ٪ةل ْٞ  55الكهف:  {خُ

―There, the guardianship (only) comes from Allah, the True. He is 

the best in reward and the best in outcome.‖ (Al-Kahf 18:44) 

So, if you seek to be near to Allah, He becomes your Waliyy.  He 

will protect and guide you and thus you should never have any fear.  

Allah says:  

When Allah is your Waliyy, you never need to fear anything—not 

enemies, hardship, or conspiracies—because Allah is fully aware 

and in control.: 

ؽَانس٥ُِْۚ  } ْٔ َ
٥َُ٤ ثأِ ْٔ َ

ُ أ فَ   وَاللٍَّ َِ ِ  وَ فَ   وَلِحًّة ثةِللٍَّ َِ ِ  وَ  ٘ٗإٌغبء:  {٩ىَِيًرا ثةِللٍَّ

―Indeed, Allah knows your enemies well. Allah is sufficient as a 

Guardian and sufficient as a Helper.‖    (Al-Nisaa 4:45) 

 Even in the face of hardship, believers trust that Allah‘s plan is 

wise and beneficial:  
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 ٔ٘اٌزٛثخ:  {٨٣ يىيب٪ة إلَ ٦ة ٠ذت اللَ لجة ٬ٮ مٮل٩َة وعَل اللَ ٤ٚيذٮكّ ا٧٣ؤ٦٪ٮن :٢ٝ } 

―Say: Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has decreed. He 

is our Guardian. And in Him let the believers put their trust.‖ (Al-

Tawbah 9:51) 

If Allah is your Waliyy, you will feel secure in this life and in the 

Hereafter as He said: 

ألَ تَةٚٮا ولَ تُـ٩ٮا وأبشْروا  :الَي٨ ٝةلٮا رب٪ة اللَ ز٥ اقذٞةمٮا دتنل ٤ٔي٭٥ ا٧٣لاسحإن }

ؽون  ٖٔ-ٖٓفقٍذ:  {ن٨َ أولحةؤ٥ِ فِ الْيةة ال٩َية وفِ الِػؿة30ثةلْ٪ح ا٣تِ ٠٪ذ٥ دٮٔ

―Indeed, those who say: ―Our Lord is Allah‖, then remain steadfast, 

on them the angels descend, saying: Do not fear or grieve. Rejoice 

in the Paradise you were promised. (30) We are your guardians in 

this life and in the Hereafter.‖ (Fussilat 41:30-31) 

To deserve Allah‘s guardianship, a person must embody Taqwa 

and Eman that are demonstrated by righteousness: 

٠ٛٔظ:  {( الَي٨ آ٦٪ٮا وك٩َٮا يذٞٮن62ألَ إن أولحةء اللَ لَ ػٮف ٤ٔي٭٥ ولَ ٥٬ يَـ٩ٮن ) }

ٕٙ-ٖٙ 

 ―Behold, verily on those whom Allah is their guardian, there will 

be no fear, nor shall they grieve. (62) Those who believe and have 

Taqwa.‖ (Yunus 10:62-63) 

 1ٔاٌغبص١خ:  {) واللَ ولِ ا٧٣ذٞن(ۖ 

―And Allah is the guardian of those who have Taqwa‖. (Al-Jathiya 

45:19) 

 594الأعراف:  {و٬ٮ يذٮلِ الىةلْن إن و٣يِ اللَ الَي ٩ـل ال١ذةب } 
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―Surely, my Guardian is Allah Who reveals the book. He befriends 

the righteous.‖ (Al-A‘araf 7:196) 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said that Allah declares: 

ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح سمٟ الله ّٕٗ، لبي: لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ: )ئْ الله رْبٌٝ 

ّٟ ِّب  ّٟ ّجذٞ ثؾٟء أؽت ئٌ لبي: ِٓ ّبدٜ ٌٟ ١ٌٚبً فمذ آرٔزٗ ثبٌؾشة، ِٚب رمشة ئٌ

٠زمشة ئٌٟ ثبٌٕٛافً ؽزٝ أؽجٗ، فارا أؽججزٗ وٕذ عّْٗ افزشمزٗ ١ٍّٗ، ٚلا ٠ضاي ّجذٞ 

اٌزٞ ٠غِّ ثٗ، ٚثقشٖ اٌزٞ ٠جقش ثٗ، ٠ٚذٖ اٌزٟ ٠جيؼ ثٙب، ٚسعٍٗ اٌزٟ ٠ّؾٟ ثٙب، 

 )اٌجخبسٞ( .ٌٚئٓ عإٌٟٔ لأّي١ٕٗ ٌٚئٓ اعزْبرٟٔ لأ١ّزٔٗ

―Whoever shows enmity My ―walia‖ (My ward; the one I mam His 

Guardian), I declare war against him. My servant draws near to Me 

through what I have made obligatory. Then, he continues to draw 

nearer through voluntary acts until I love him. When I love him, I 

become his hearing that he hears with; his sight that he sees with, 

his hand that he grips with, his foot that he walks with. If he asks 

Me, I will give him. If he seeks My protection, I will protect 

him...‖ (Bukhari) 

Note that the word "Wali" is used for both Allah and the person. 

When Allah is the Wali of a person, it means that Allah is the 

Guardian and Protector of that individual. However, when a 

person is described as a Wali of Allah, it means that the person is 

under Allah's guardianship and care—in other words, he is “a 

ward of Allah”. 

We must be mindful that Satan is also near. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 
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ئْ اٌؾ١يبْ ٠غشٞ ِٓ  ‖ّٓ فف١خ سمٟ الله ّٕٙب، أْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي:

 )اٌجخبسٞ ِٚغٍُ (.―اثٓ آدَ ِغشٜ اٌذَ

"The devil flows through the son of Adam like blood.‖ (Bukhari 

and Muslim). 

This means we must decide: Who will have nearness and influence 

over us — Allah or Satan? If we choose Allah as our Waliyy 

(Guardian), He will guide us and protect us from going astray. But 

if we allow Satan to take that role, he will surely mislead us. Allah 

says: 

{ ُ ِي٨َ  وَلَِِّ  اللٍَّ ٧َُ٤ةتِ  ٨٦َِ  يُؿْصُِ٭٥ُْ  آ٦َُ٪ٮا الٍَّ َّْ ِي٨َ  الجَّٮرِ  إلََِ  ا٣ ؿُوا وَالٍَّ َٛ وْلِحةَؤ٥٬ُُُ  زَ
َ
ُٗٮتُ  أ ة ٍُّ  ا٣

٧َُ٤ةتِ  إلََِ  الجَّٮرِ  ٨ِ٦َ  يُؿْصُِٮجَ٭٥ُْ  َّْ َٟ  ا٣ ِ و٣هَ
ُ
وْعَةبُ  أ

َ
ونَ  ذيِ٭َة ٥٬ُْ  الجٍّةرِ  أ  2ٕ٘اٌجمشح:  {ػَةلَُِ

―Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He brings them out of 

darkness into light. As for those who disbelieve, their guardians are 

false gods. They bring them out of light into darkness. They are the 

people of the Fire where they will remain for forever. (Al-Baqarah 

2:257) 

َِنَ  وَإِنٍّ }  يَة وْلِحةَن٭٥ِِْ  إلََِ  لَحٮُظُٮنَ  النٍّ
َ
٥ْ  أ ُِ ْٕذ٧ُُٮ٥٬ُْ  وَإِنْ  لِحُضَةدلِٮُ ََ َ

ٮنَ  إ٩ٍِّس٥ُْ  أ ُِ
  {ل٧َُشْْرِ

 ٕٔٔالأْٔبَ: 

―The devils inspire their wards (Awliyaa) to argue with you. But if 

you obey them, you would be idolaters.‖ (Al-Anaam 6:121) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Earn Allah‘s Guardianship through Taqwa and Righteousness 

To have Allah as your Waliyy—your guardian, supporter, and 

protector—you must: 

 Develop deep Taqwa (God-consciousness) 

 Be righteous in all your actions 

 Obey His commands 

 Perform voluntary deeds beyond obligations 

This is how you become among Allah‘s Awliyā‘ (one of Allah‘s 

wards): 

( ٣٭٥ دار الكلم ٔ٪ؽ 126ٝؽ ٚى٤٪ة الِيةت ٣ٞٮم يؾ٠ّؿون ) مكذٞي٧ًةو٬ؾا صِاط ربٟ } 

 2ٕٔ-ٕٙٔالأْٔبَ:  {و٬ٮ ولح٭٥ ث٧ة ك٩َٮا ي٤٧ٕٮن ٭٥رب

―This is the path of your Lord—a straight path. We have detailed 

the signs for those who take heed. (126) For them is the home of 

peace with their Lord, and He is their Guardian because of what 

they used to do.‖ (Al-Anaam 6:126-127) 

2. Choose Your Companions Wisely: People are either Awliyā‘ of 

Allah or Awliyā‘ of Satan. Choose to befriend those who are close 

to Allah, as they will help you stay firm on the righteous path. 

٧َة}  ُ  وَلِحَّس٥ُُ  إجٍِّ ِي٨َ  وَرقَُٮلُُ  اللٍَّ ِي٨َ  آ٦َُ٪ٮا وَالٍَّ لةَ  يُٞي٧ُِٮنَ  الٍَّ كََةَ  وَيؤُْدٮُنَ  الىٍّ ّـٍ ُٕٮنَ  و٥٬َُْ  ال   {رَا٠ِ

 ٘٘اٌّبئذح: 
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―Your only allies (guardians) are Allah, His Messenger, and the 

believers—those who establish prayer, pay zakat, and bow in 

submission.‖ (Al-Mā‘idah 5:55) 

 {
ُِٔنرَ ٌِ ؤْ ٍُ ْ ال رِاتََُور ٌِ ؤْ ٍُ ْ ال ًََْور ُٓ وْلِِراءََُبرعْضُ

ر
ََأ مُرُونرََبرعْض 

ْ
عْرُوفََِيرأ رٍ ْ نرََباِل ْٔ رٓ ِْ ير َََِور ِْهررََِعر ٍُ ْ َال

ٍُٔنرَ يُلِي لةرََور يُؤْثُٔنرََالصَّ ةرََور كَر يُطِيعُٔنرََالزَّ رََور ََُاللَّّ ررسُٔلر وىرئمِرََور
ُ
ًََُأ ُٓ ُ حَْر يَر  2ٔاٌزٛثخ:  {سر

―The believing men and women are allies (guardians) to one 

another. They enjoin good, forbid evil, establish prayer, give zakat, 

and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah will show mercy to 

them. Indeed, Allah is Almighty, All-Wise.‖ (At-Tawbah 9:71) 

3. Call Upon Allah by His Name Al-Waliyy in Your Duʾā‘ 

 Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) said: 

رَََآثريجْرنََِكردََْرربَِّ} يمٌََِِْ ٍُ ْ جرنََِال ٍْ يَّ َََْورعر ويِوٌََِِ
ْ
اديِحََِترأ حر

ر
رٍاوراتََِفراطِررََالْْ رضََِْالسَّ

ر
نتْرََورالْْ

ر
َأ

َ ىيِِّ نْيراَفََِور ةََِالدُّ رٔفَّنََِورالْْخِرر لْْلِْنََِمُسْيٍِااََثر
ر
الِْيِرََورأ  ٠ٔٓٔٛعف:  {باِلصَّ

―My Lord, You have given me authority and taught me the 

interpretation of dreams. Creator of the heavens and the earth, You 

are my Guardian in this world and the Hereafter. Let me die as a 

Muslim and join me with the righteous.‖ (Yusuf 12:101) 

 Prophet Musa (Moses) prayed: 

ُترَ}
ر
رِاَأ لُِِّ راَفراغْفِرََْور رِاَلَر ْ ُترََورارحَْر

ر
أ يَََُْور رَََخر افرِِي  ٘٘ٔالأّشاف:  {اىْغر
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―You are our Guardian, so forgive us and have mercy upon us. You 

are the Best of Forgivers.‖ (Al-Aʾrāf 7:155) 

 Allah instructed believers to say: 

رِا}  بَّ اخِذُْراَلاَرر رِاَإنََِْثؤُر رسِي وََْن
ر
نراَأ

ْ
أ خْطر

ر
رِاَأ بَّ لاَرر ٍِوََْور ْ رِاَتَر يريْ اَإصِْْااََعر رٍ ََُّنر ريْجر ََحَر ر رَََعَر ِي َََْالََّّ ٌَِ

رِا رِاَقربْيِ بَّ لاَرر رِاَور ِيْ ٍّ اَتَُر اكرةرََلاَرٌ راَطر ََِّلَر ِ َِّاَوراعْفََُب راَوراغْفِرََْعر رِاَلَر ْ نْترََورارحَْر
ر
لاُراَأ ْٔ ُراَمر َفراُصُُْْ

َ ر مََِعَر ْٔ رَََاىلْر فرِِي  1ٕٙاٌجمشح:  {اىكَْر

―Our Lord, do not hold us accountable if we forget or make a 

mistake. Our Lord, do not place on us a burden like that which You 

placed on those before us. Our Lord, do not burden us with more 

than we can bear. Pardon us, forgive us, and have mercy upon us. 

You are our Guardian, so grant us victory over the disbelieving 

people.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:286) 
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Section 21  Al-Wahid (ُالْىاحِذ) 

Al-Wahid (ُالْىاحِذ) “The One”   

Al-Ahad (ُااَلَاحَذ) “The Only One, The Unique” 

The names Al-Waḥid and Al-Aḥad are cornerstones of Islamic 

monotheism. Together, they affirm that Allah has no partner, rival, 

equal or comparison — not in His essence, His names, nor His 

attributes. Their combined meanings emphasize that: 

1. He is singular, with no second beside Him. 

2. He cannot be divided, duplicated, or replicated. 

3. He is utterly unique — beyond all comparison. 

4. His reality surpasses human comprehension. 

Allah‘s name Al-Ahad appears once in the Holy Quran , in Surah 

Al-Ikhlaṣ (the Sincerity) — a chapter that encapsulates the very 

heart of Tawḥīd: 

ظَؽٌ  } 
َ
ُ أ ٧َؽُ  ﴾1﴿٢ُْٝ ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ ُ الىٍّ ظَؽٌ  ﴾3﴿ل٥َْ يلَِْ وَل٥َْ يٮُلََْ  ﴾2﴿اللٍَّ

َ
ٮًا أ ُٛ ٠ُ ُ   {وَل٥َْ يس٨َُ لٍّ

 ٗ-ٔالإخلاؿ: 

―Say: He is Allah the Only One; (1) Allah, the Self-Sufficient; (2) 

He neither begets nor begotten; (3) And there is none like Him.‖ 

(Al-Ikhlas 112:1-4) 

Al-Aḥad expresses Allah‘s absolute uniqueness.  
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As long as people continue declaring Allah‘s Oneness, the world 

remains. Once this stops, it loses its purpose: 

٨ٍّ وَالِْْ  } خُ الِْْ ْٞ ْٕجُؽُونِ و٦ََة ػ٤ََ  ٙ٘اٌزاس٠بد:  {نفَ إلٍَِّ لِحَ

―I did not create the jinn and humans except that they worship Me.‖ 

(Adh-Dhāriyāt 51:56) 

Allah‘s name Al-Wahid (The One) appears six times in the Qur‘an, 

always paired with Al-Qahhar (The All-Dominant), underscoring 

that Allah‘s Oneness is linked to His supreme power and absolute 

authority: 

ةرُ  } ٭ٍّ َٞ ءٍ و٬َُٮَ الٮَْاظِؽُ ا٣ْ ِ شََْ
ُٜ كُّ ُ ػَة٣ِ  ٙٔاٌشّذ:  {٢ُِٝ اللٍَّ

―Say: Allah is the Creator of all things. He is the One, the All-

Dominant.‖. (Al-Ra‘d 13;16) 

 ـ  } ٩ةَ ٦ُ٪ؾِْرٌ و٦ََة ٨ِْ٦ إ٣َِ
َ
٧َة أ ُ  إلٍَِّ  ٫ٍ ٢ُْٝ إجٍِّ ةرُ  الٮَْاظِؽُ  اللٍَّ ٭ٍّ َٞ  ٘ٙؿ:  {ا٣ْ

―Say: I am only a warner. There is no god except Allah—the One, 

the All-Dominant.‖  (Sad 38:65) 

These verses serve as clear warnings against associating partners 

with Allah and emphasize His exclusive right to be worshipped. 

Allah strongly refutes all forms of association (shirk), especially 

the idea of divine plurality: 



 234 

٢َ يـَ  }  ٬
َ
 ـ ١ِ ٱ٣   أ ٘   تِ ذَ ْ لََ تَ ِ إلٍَِّ ٱلْ َ  ٥  سُ دِي٪ِ  فِِ  ٤ٮُا ٮلٮُاْ عََلَ ٱللٍَّ ُٞ ٧َة ٱل    ٍّٜۚ وَلََ تَ  ٨ُ ِٔيسَ ٱب   ٧َكِيطُ إجٍِّ

ِ وَ  رقَُٮلُ  ي٥ََ مَؿ   ِ ٱللٍَّ ٣   ۥ٧َۤذ٫ُُ كَ
َ
ٮ  أ َٞ ٓ ي٥ََ  إلََِ   ٭َة ْ  ۖ ٦ِّ٪ ٫ُ  وَرُوحًٌ۬  مَؿ  ِ  ٚـََٔة٦ُِ٪ٮا ِ وَرق٫ِ٤ُُِ ث  ـ   ۦۖٱللٍَّ ٮلٮُاْ ز٤ََ ُٞ   ۚسَحٌ وَلََ تَ

 ًً۬  ـ   ٥ۚ  سُ ٣ٍّ  اٱ٩ذَ٭ُٮاْ ػَير  ُ إ٣َِ ٧َة ٱللٍَّ  ـَ٪٫ُ قُج   ۖ ظِؽًٌ۬ اوَ  ٫ًٌ۬ إجٍِّ ن يسَُٮنَ لَُ  ۥۤ عَ
َ
ُ  ۘ وَلًٌََ۬  ۥأ  ـ  ۥ لٍّ ٧َ تِ اٮَ ٦َة فِِ ٱلكٍّ

 
َ فَ   ۗ رۡضِ و٦ََة فِِ ٱلْ  َِ ِ  وَ ِ وَ ث  2ٔٔإٌغبء: {يلًً۬ ِِ ٱللٍَّ

―O People of the Book do not exaggerate in your religion and do 

not say anything about Allah except the truth. The Messiah, Jesus, 

son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah, and His word that He 

delivered to Mary, and a spirit from Him. So, believe in Allah and 

His messengers, and do not say "Three" – stop it, that is better for 

you! - Allah is only One God.  Exalted is He above having a son.  

To Him belongs all that in the heavens and in the earth. And Allah 

is sufficient as a Disposer of affairs.‖ (Al-Nisa 4:171) 

 ـ }  َ زة٣َرُِ زلََزحٍَ و٦ََة ٨ْ٦ِ إ٣َِ ِي٨َ ٝةَلٮُا إنٍِّ اللٍَّ ؿَ الٍَّ َٛ ؽْ زَ َٞ  ـ٫ٌ  إلٍَِّ  ٫ٍ ٣َ  2ٖاٌّبئذح:  {وَاظِؽٌ  إ٣َِ

―Surely, the disbelievers are those who say: "Allah is one of three." 

But there is no god but One God…‖ (Al-Maeda 5:73) 

Rejecting Allah‘s Oneness is the gravest sin in Islam — one that is 

unforgivable if not repented before death: 

 {   ٘ َ لََ حَ ن ٛؿُِ إنٍِّ ٱللٍَّ
َ
َكَ  أ ٘   ث٫ِۦِ يشُْر  ٓ ذَ  دُونَ  ٦َة ٛؿُِ وَيَ َٟ ل٨٧َِ ينََة ِ كِ   و٨٦ََ  ءُۚ ل ِ  يشُْر  ؽِ ٱذ  ث َٞ ِ ذَ  تَََى  ٱللٍَّ

ي٧ًة ٧ًةإثِ   ِْ َٔ
 1ٗإٌغبء:  {

―Indeed, Allah does not forgive associating partners with Him, but 

He forgives anything less than that for whomever He wills. 

Whoever associates partners with Allah has committed a 

tremendous sin.‖ (Al-Nisa 4:48) 



 
235 

 { ِ ِ  ك  ٨٦َ يشُْر  ؽ  ث َٞ ِ ذَ ٤يَ   ظَؿٍّمَ  ٱللٍَّ َٔ  ُ   ٪ٍّحَ ٱلْ َ  ٫ِ ٱللٍَّ
 
 ـ  ۖ ٫ُ ٱلجٍّةرُ وَٮ  و٦ََأ ٍّْ ٩ىَةرًٍ۬  ٨٦ِ   ٧ِِ٤نَ و٦ََة ل٤ِ

َ
  {أ

 2ٕاٌّبئذح: 

―Whoever associates a partner with Allah, Allah has forbidden 

Paradise for him. His abode is the Fire, and the wrongdoers will 

have no helpers.‖ (Al-Maeda 5:72)  

Belief in Allah‘s Oneness is liberating. It frees the heart from fear 

of others and removes dependence on anything besides Allah. It 

brings peace and certainty, knowing that everything rests in His 

hands: 

ِ دَي   }   ـ  تُ وَلِلٍَّ ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ ُٓ  ٫ِ وَإِلَح   رۡضِ تِ وَٱلْ    يؿُ صَ

َ ؿُ ٱلْ  هُ ٚٱَخ   ۥك٫ََُُّ  م  ٤يَ   كَّ  وَدٮََ  جُؽ  َٟ  و٦ََة  ٫ِۚ َٔ  رَبَّ
 ـ٢ٍِٛ  َ٘ ِ ة ث ٤٧َٮُنَ  خ٧ٍَّ  ٕ  ٖٕٔ٘ٛد:  { تَ

―To Allah belongs the unseen of the heavens and the earth. All 

matters return to Him. So, worship Him and rely on Him. Your 

Lord is never unaware of what you do.‖  (Hud 11:123)  

Rejecting this belief leads to confusion, fear, and loss in both this 

world and the Hereafter: 

 ـ  } ِ إ٣َِ َٓ اللٍَّ بنَِ  ٨ِ٦َ  ذَذ١َُٮنَ  آػَؿَ  ٭ًةٚلََ دؽَُْ  ٦َ ؾٍّ َٕ  ٖٕٔاٌؾْشاء:  {ال٧ُْ

―So do not invoke with Allah another god, or you will be among 

the doomed.‖ (Ash-Shuara 26:213)  
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Embrace Your Uniqueness: Allah created you with unique 

talents for a purpose. Develop them and leave a legacy of 

knowledge, virtue, kindness, and sincerity. 

2. Purify Your Belief from Hidden Shirk (Association): Regularly 

examine your heart to ensure you rely on no one besides Allah. The 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم warned: 

ئْ أخٛف ِب أخبف ١ٍّىُ  ‖ّٓ ِؾّٛد ثٓ ٌج١ذ أْ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي:

 )سٚاٖ أؽّذ( ― اٌؾشن الأفغش. لبٌٛا: ِٚب اٌؾشن الأفغش ٠ب سعٛي الله؟ لبي: اٌش٠بء.

"What I fear most for you is minor shirk: showing off." (Ahmad) 

3. Reflect on Allah‘s Power Through Knowledge 

Ponder the Qur‘an and creation deeply. Allah says: 

ثىَْةرُ و٣َـَ  }
َ
ْٕمَي الْْ ٭َة لََ تَ ْٕمَي  س٨ِْ ٚإَجٍِّ ٤ٮُبُ  تَ ُٞ ؽُورِ  فِِ  ا٣ٍّتِِ  ا٣ْ  ٙٗاٌؾظ:  {الىَّ

"It is not the eyes that are blind, but the hearts in the chests." (Al-

Ḥajj 22:46) 

4. Be Honest and Clear About Your Faith  

If asked, declare your belief in Allah‘s Oneness with clarity and 

conviction. 

5. Seek Evidence, Not Blind Following  

True faith rests on understanding, not imitation. Allah commands: 

 ـ }  ٫ٍُّ٩ لََ إ٣َِ
َ
٥َْ٤ أ ْٔ ُ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ ٚةَ  1ِٔؾّذ:  {اللٍَّ

"So know that there is no god but Allah." (Muḥammad 47:19) 
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The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) warned about the 

danger of shirk committed by those who blindly follow scholars 

and monks without knowledge or evidence, saying: 

‖ُْ ُ٘ ُْ ئ٠َِّب ِّجَبدَرٙ ُْ فَزٌَِهَ  ُ٘ ُْٛ ُْ اٌْؾَشَاَ فَبرَّجَ ُٙ َٚأَؽٍَُّٛا ٌَ ُْ اٌْؾٍََبي  ِٙ ١ٍََّْ ُِٛا  ُْ ؽَشَّ ُٙ َّٔ  ِزٞ()اٌزش ― ئِ

"They permitted what Allah forbade and forbade what Allah 

permitted, and the people followed them. That was their worship of 

them." (Tirmidhi) 

6. Read and Reflect on Surah Al-Ikhlāṣ Regularly. The Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

 الله أؽذ، رْذي صٍش اٌمشآْ." )اٌجخبسٞ، ِغٍُ("لً ٘ٛ 

"‗Say: He is Allah, the One‘ is equal to one-third of the Qur‘an." 

(Bukhārī, Muslim) 

This chapter summarizes the essence of Tawḥīd. 

7. Pair Tawḥīd with Righteous Deeds  

Monotheism is the foundation, but action completes faith: 

{ ظَؽً  
َ
٢ْ٧َْٕ خ٧ََلً وَةلًِْة وَلََ يشُْْركِْ ثِٕجَِةدَةِ رَب٫ِِّ أ ةءَ رَب٫ِِّ ٤َٚيَْ َٞ ٓٔٔ :ال١٭ٙ {ذ٨ْ٧ََ كََنَ يؿَصُْٮ ٣ِ  

"Whoever hopes to meet his Lord, let him do righteous deeds and 

not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord." (Al-Kahf 18:110) 
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Section 22  Al-Aleem (العلين) 

Al-Aleem (العلين) – “The All-Knowing” 

Allah‘s name Al-Aleem appears in the Holy Quran  more than 150 

times, often paired with other divine names that highlight different 

dimensions of His infinite knowledge, such as: 

Al-Hakeem (The All-wise) (ُاٌؾى١)   

٧ٍّْ٤ذََ٪ةۖ  }  َٔ ٥َْ٤ِٔ لَجةَ إلٍَِّ ٦َة  َٟ لََ  َٟ  ٝةَلٮُا قُجعَْة٩َ ٩خَ  إ٩ٍِّ
َ
٤ي٥ُِ  أ َٕ  ٕٖاٌجمشح:  {ال١َِْْي٥ُ  ا٣ْ

―They (angels) said: "Glory be to You, we have no knowledge 

except what you have taught us. Surely, You are the All-Knowing, 

the All-Wise."‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:32) 

Al-Aziz (The All-Mighty) (اٌْض٠ض)   

٧َؿَ ظُكْجَة٩ةًۚ }  َٞ ٧ْفَ وَا٣ْ ٢َ ال٤ٍّي٢َْ ق١ًََ٪ة وَالنٍّ َٕ ُٜ الِْْوْجَةحِ وصََ َٟ  ٚة٣َِ ِ ؽِيؿُ  ذَ ل ْٞ َٕـيِـِ  تَ ٤ي٥ِِ  ا٣ْ َٕ   { ا٣ْ

 1ٙالأْٔبَ: 

―He is the Cleaver of the daybreak. He made the night for rest, and 

the sun and the moon for reckoning. This is a measure set by the 

All-Mighty, the All-Knowing‖ (Al-Anam 6:96) 

Al-Qadeer (The All-Powerful) (اٌمذ٠ش)  

ٍّٚةز٥ُْۚ }  س٥ُْ ث٥ٍُّ حَذَٮَ َٞ ُ ػ٤ََ ٨ و٦َِ٪س٥ُ وَاللٍَّ رْذلَِ  دَّ إلََِ  يؿَُ  ٦ٍّ
َ
٧ُؿِ  أ ُٕ ٥َ٤َْٕ  لََ  ٣كَِِْ  ا٣ْ ْٕؽَ  حَ  مَيبْةً ٤ِٔمٍْ  بَ

َ  إنٍِّ  ۚۚ ٤ي٥ٌِ  اللٍَّ  2ٓإٌؾً:  {ٝؽَِيؿٌ  َٔ
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―Allah created you and will take you back. Some will reach old 

age, so that they know nothing after having known (much). Indeed, 

Allah is All-Knowing, All-Powerful.‖ (Al-Nahl 16:70) 

Al-Khabeer (The All-Aware) (اٌخج١ش)  

ةز٥ُْ إنٍِّ }  َٞ تْ
َ
ِ أ ِٔ٪ؽَ اللٍَّ زْؿ٦ََس٥ُْ 

َ
٤ي٥ٌِ ػَجيِرٌ  ۚۚ أ َٔ  َ  ٖٔاٌؾغشاد:   {إنٍِّ اللٍَّ

―Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is the one with most 

Taqwa. Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.‖ (Al-Hujurat 

49:13) 

Al-Khallaq (The Creator) (اٌخلاق)  

٤ي٥ُِ  }  َٕ قُ ا٣ْ َٟ ٬ُٮَ الَْْلٍّ   1ٙاٌؾغش:  {إنٍِّ رَبٍّ

―Indeed, Your Lord is the Creator of all, the All-knowing‖ (Al-Hijr 

15:85-86) 

Al-Samie (The All-Hearer) (ُِ ١ِّ  (اٌغَّ

 {  ِۖ غٌ ٚةَقْذَٕؾِْ ثةِللٍَّ ْـ ةنِ ٩َ َُ يْ َٟ ٨َ٦ِ النٍّ ة ينَدََ٪ٍّ ُٓ  ٬ُٮَ  إ٫ٍّ٩ُِ  وَإ٦ٍِّ ٧ِي ٤ي٥ُِ  الكٍّ َٕ  ٖٙفقٍذ:  { ا٣ْ

―If Satan tempts you, seek refuge in Allah. He is the All-Hearing, 

the All-Knowing.‖ (Fussilat 41:36) 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught his companions to seek refuge from Satan 

by saying:  
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‖    ِٓ ُِ ِِ ا١ٌٍْ ِٗأّٛرُ ثِبلِله اٌغ١َّّ ِٗ َٚٔفْضِ ِٖ َٚٔفْخِ ّْضِ َ٘  َٓ ِِ أثٛ داٚد ― (اٌؾ١َّيبْ اٌشع١ُ ، 

  )ٚاٌزشِزٞ ٚإٌغبئٟ

―I seek refuge in Allah the All-Hearing, All-Knowing, from the 

accursed Shaytan and his evil whisper, breath and impurity.‖ (Abu 

Dawud, Tirmidhi, Nasa‘i) 

The name Al-‗Aleem in Arabic is in the intensive form, indicating 

the highest degree of both depth and breadth of knowledge. Allah‘s 

knowledge encompasses everything—seen and unseen, past, 

present, and future, down to the smallest details and greatest 

outcomes. 

Unlike human knowledge, which is acquired, Allah‘s knowledge is 

intrinsic and eternal. All that exists is known because Allah knows 

it—not the other way around. 

وديِذ٥ُْ ٨َ٦ِ ا٥ِْ٤ِْٕ٣ إلٍَِّ ٤َٝيِلً  }
ُ
 1٘الإعشاء:  {و٦ََة أ

―You have been given of knowledge but a little‖ (Al-Isra 17:85)  

Even though humans may be described as ―Aleem‖ 

(knowledgeable)—as Prophet Yusuf described himself: 

٤نِِْ عََلَ  } َٕ ان٨ِِ  ٝةَلَ اصْ َـ رضِْ  ػَ
َ
٤ي٥ٌِ  ۖۚ الْْ َٔ  ٌِ  ٠٘٘ٛعف:   {‎إنِِّّ ظَٛيِ

 ―He said: "Appoint me over the storehouses of the land. I am a 

trustworthy custodian and knowledgeable." (Yusuf 12:55) 
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Yet, our knowledge remains extremely limited in comparison to 

Allah‘s infinite knowledge. 

Only Allah has full knowledge of what was, what is, and what will 

be. He knows both the unseen (al-ghayb) ( ِِاٌْغ١َْت) and the seen (ash-

shahādah) (َِٙبدَح  :(اٌؾَّ

ْ و٢َُِٝ ٱخ  } ُ خ٤٧َََس٥ُ   ٤٧َٮُا ٦ِ٪ٮُنَ وَٱل   ۥ وَرقَُٮلُُ  ٚكََيَرَى ٱللٍَّ  ـ٥ِ٤ِ  وقََتََُدَّونَ إلََِ   ۖ ٧ُؤ  ي تِ ٱ٣   َٔ َ٘ 

٤٧َٮُن ذَيُنجَّبُِس٥ُ ث٧َِة ٠ُ٪ذ٥ُ    ـؽَةِ ٭َ وَٱلنٍّ   ٕ  ٘ٓٔاٌزٛثخ:  {تَ

―Say: Do [good deeds]! Allah will see your deeds, and so will His 

Messenger and the believers. Then you will be returned to the 

Knower of the unseen and the seen, and He will inform you of 

what you used to do.‖ (Al-Tawbah 9:105) 

ِي لََ إلَِ  } ُ الٍَّ يتِْ  عَال٥ُِ  ۖۚ ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ ٬ُٮَ اللٍَّ َ٘ ٭َةدَةِ  ا٣ْ  ٕٕاٌؾؾش:  {وَالنٍّ

―He is Allah, there is no god but He― Knower of the unseen and 

the seen.‖ (Al-Hashr 59:22) 

Note: In several verses, Allah mentions the unseen (al-ghayb) 

before the seen/present (ash-shahādah)—which may suggest that 

knowing the present is even more remarkable from a divine 

perspective. This point is further discussed in the appendix. 

Nothing in the universe escapes Allah‘s knowledge—not even the 

smallest atom and what is in it:  

{  ٕ ةلُ  خَ٪ ٫ُ  ُـبُ لََ حَ َٞ ً۬  ٦ِس  ةٍ  ـ  فِِ  ذَرٍّ ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ ؿُ  وَلََٓ  رۡضِ تِ وَلََ فِِ ٱلْ  َ٘ و 

َ
َٟ وَلََٓ ذَ  ٨٦ِ أ ِ   ل

َ
 {بَُِ ز  أ

 ٖعجأ:  
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―Not an atom or less or greater than that whether in the heavens or 

in the earth escapes Him.‖ (Saba 34:3)  

Allah He knows when every leaf falls, every grain in the depths of 

the earth: 

ِٔ٪ؽَهُ  } ةدطُِ  ۥوَ َٛ ي تِ  ٦َ َ٘ ٓ  لََ  ٱ٣  ٧َُ٤٭َة  ٕ ٥َ٤ُ   ٬ُۚٮَ  إلٍَِّ  حَ  ٕ ِ  فِِ  ٦َة وَيَ بَِّ
ؿِ  ٱ٣  عَ  ٍُ  و٦ََة  ۚوَٱلْ  ُٞ  إلٍَِّ  وَرَٝحٍَ  ٨٦ِ تكَ 

٧َُ٤٭َة  ٕ  ـخِ  فِِ  ظَجٍّحًٍ۬  وَلََ  حَ ٧َُ٤ رۡضِ  ُّ
َ تًٍ۬  وَلََ  ٱلْ   َ  ـتًٍ۬  فِِ  إلٍَِّ  يةَبفٍِ  وَلََ  رَ جنًٍِ۬  ٠ذَِ  1٘الأْٔبَ:  { ٦َّ

 ―And with Him are the keys of the Unseen. No One knows them 

but He.  He knows what is in the land and the sea. No leaf ever 

falls but that He knows about it, and there is no grain in the 

darkness of the earth, or anything fresh or dry that is not in a clear 

record.‖ (Al-Anaam 6:59) 

He knows what enters and emerges from the earth, what descends 

from the sky and what ascends to it: 

 {   ٕ   فِِ  ي٤َشُِ  ٦َة ٥َ٤ُ حَ
َ ٓ  ٨٦َِ  ينَلُِ  و٦ََة ة٭َ ٦ِ٪   ؿُجُ و٦ََة يَ   رۡضِ ٱلْ  ٧َة ٕ   ءِ ٱلكٍّ َٕس٥ُ   و٬َُٮَ   ةۖ٭َ ذيِ ؿُجُ و٦ََة حَ ٦َ 

 َ٨ ح 
َ
ٕ  وَ   ٠ُۚ٪ذ٥ُ   ٦َة أ ُ ث٧َِة تَ  ٗ :الْؽيؽ { ثىَِيٌرً۬  ٤٧َٮُنَ ٱللٍَّ

―He knows all that enters the earth and all that emerges from it, and 

all that comes down from the sky and all that ascends from it; and 

He is with you wheresoever you may be. And Allah is Seer of what 

you do.‖ (Al-Hadeed 57:4) 

Allah even knows what the soul whispers and He is closer to each 

person than their jugular vein: 
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ٝؿَْبُ إلَِح٫ِْ ٨ْ٦ِ ظَج٢ِْ الٮَْريِؽِ }
َ
ك٫ُُ وَن٨ََُْ أ ْٛ ٥َُ٤ْٕ ٦َة دٮُقَْٮسُِ ث٫ِِ جَ نكَةنَ وَجَ َ٪ة الِْْ ْٞ ؽْ ػ٤ََ َٞ  ٙٔ :ق {و٣ََ

―We verily created man, and We know what his soul whispers to 

him, and We are nearer to him than his jugular vein‖ (Qaf 50:16) 

His knowledge extends to every womb and its mysteries: 

{  ٕ ُ حَ ٩ثَ  كَُّ  تَُ ٢ُ٧ِ  ٦َة ٥َ٤ُ ٱللٍَّ
ُ
  دَ٘يِيُ  و٦ََة  أ

َ  ـ  ر ظَةمُ ٱلْ  ٞ   ۥ ِٔ٪ؽَهُ  ءٍ شََ   كَُّّ وَ  ۖ دَادُ و٦ََة دَ ( 8) ؽَارٍ ث٧ِِ

 ـ  ي تِ ٱ٣   ٥ِ٤ُ َٔ ةلجيُِر ٱل  ١َ ٱ٣    ـؽَةِ ٭َ وَٱلنٍّ  َ٘ َٕ  1-1اٌشّذ:  {٧ُذَ

―Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the 

wombs fall short (of their time or number) or exceed. Everything 

with Him is in (due) proportion. (8) He is the All-Knower of the 

unseen and the seen, the Great, the Most- High.‖ (Ar Ra‘d 13:8-9) 

Such verses invite us to reflect deeply on the magnitude of Allah‘s 

knowledge, encouraging us to value knowledge, pursue science, 

and recognize the patterns embedded in creation. These patterns, 

visible to those who reflect, reveal the beauty of Allah‘s wisdom 

and design. 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Pursue deep and broad knowledge: Strive to excel in your 

field with diligence and sincerity. 

2. Appreciate the value of small details: Nothing is 

insignificant. Every action, every moment matters. 

3. Develop awe of Allah through understanding His 

knowledge: Reflect on His mastery to strengthen your faith 

and obedience. 

4. Seek knowledge through Taqwa 

 1ٕٕاٌجمشح:  {ٞٮا اللَ وي٧٤ٕس٥ اللَ واللَ ثس٢ شَء ٤ٔي٥واد }

―Have Taqwa of Allah, and Allah will teach you. Allah knows all 

things.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:282) 

5. Commit to studying natural sciences and the universe: The 

Qur‘an encourages reflection on the universe as a sign for 

people of understanding. 

 ـ  ِٜ إنٍِّ فِِ ػ٤َ  } ٧َ  اٮَ ٱلكٍّ
َ ِٙ وَٱػ   رۡضِ تِ وَٱلْ   ـ ِٟ وَٱلجٍّ٭َةرِ وَٱ٣   ٢ِ ٱلحٍّ   ذ٤َِ  ٤ َ  فِِ  ؿِىٱ٣ٍّتِِ تَ   ُٛ ؿِ ٱلْ  ث٧َِة  ع 

 ٓ ُٓ ٱلجٍّةسَ و٦ََة َٛ لَ  يَ٪ َـ ٩
َ
ٓ  أ ٧َة ُ ٨َِ٦ ٱلكٍّ ٓ  ءِ ٱللٍَّ ة يَة ءًٍ۬ ٨٦ِ ٦ٍّ ظ 

َ
  ث٫ِِ  ٚأَ

َ ٕ   رۡضَ ٱلْ  ِ  ؽَ بَ د  كُِّ ٨ ٦ِ  ة٭َ ذيِ وَبرٍَّ  ة٭َ مَٮ 

ِٙ  ثٍّحًٍ۬ دَآ ِي  ـ  وَدصََ  عَةبِ ٱل   طِ ٱلؿِّيَ ؿِ وَٱلكٍّ َ  ٧ُكَؼٍّ ٓ  بَن  ٧َة   ءِ ٱلكٍّ
َ  ـ  رۡضِ وَٱلْ  يَ

َ
مًٍ۬  خًٍ۬ لَْ ٮ  َٞ ِ ٤ِٞٮُنَ  ٣ّ  ٕ   {حَ

ؿَة َٞ  164 :الَْ

―Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth  and in the 

alternation of night and day, and the ships which sail through the 
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sea with that which is of use to mankind, and the water (rain) 

which Allah sends down from the sky and makes the earth alive 

therewith after its death, and the moving (living) creatures of all 

kinds that He has scattered therein, and in the veering of winds and 

clouds which are held between the sky and the earth, are indeed 

sign for people of understanding.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:164) 

 {
يقََِْفََِإنََِّ رٍاوراتََِخر رْضََِالسَّ

ر
رٓارََِاليَّيْوََِوراخْجلِفََِورالْْ ياتَورالََّ ولََِلْر

ُ
لْْرابََِلِْ

ر
  {الْْ

 1ٓٔآي ّّشاْ: 

Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the 

alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for those who 

endowed with understanding.‖ (Al-Imran 3:190)  

6. Embrace scientific advancement as part of Islamic purpose 

Imam Badi al-Zaman Saʾid Nursi ( الإِبَ ثذ٠ِ اٌضِبْ ع١ْذ

 the great Turkish scholar who was born in 1873 ,(إٌٛسعٟ

said: 

 .  ―اٌّْغضاد فٝ وزبة الله ٘ٝ ّٚذ ٌٍجؾش ع١جٍغْٛ ِضٍٙب ثبلاعجبة ٚ اٌٍُْ‖

―The miracles mentioned in the Qur‘an are a divine promise that 

humans will one day reach them through knowledge and effort.‖ 

This includes innovations like teleportation, advanced 

communication with other life forms, and cures for all diseases. 

Muslims should be at the forefront, guided by their certainty in 

Allah‘s promises. 
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The more you reflect on the expanse of His knowledge, the more 

your heart fills with awe, gratitude, and motivation to live a life of 

purpose and awareness. 

Discussion on The Seen vs. the Unseen 

In several verses, Allah mentions the unseen (al-ghayb) before the 

seen/the present (ash-shahādah)—suggesting the latter (the seen) is 

even more extraordinary for Allah to know.  

One may wonder: Isn‘t it easier for Allah, who is unseen, to know 

the seen? But even we humans primarily perceive the past (unseen) 

rather than the seen/the present. 

Why We Don‘t Actually See the Present 

Vision works in stages: 

1. Light reflects off objects and enters the eye. 

2. The retina converts light into electrical signals. 

3. The brain interprets the signals into images. 

These steps take time. Even at the speed of light (670 million mph), 

a person standing 10 feet away is seen 10 million femtoseconds 

later. By then, the present has already passed. 

Dr. Ahmed Zewail, who won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry, 

demonstrated that chemical reactions occur in femtoseconds (10⁻¹⁵ 

seconds)—yet even that is 28 orders of magnitude slower than the 

Planck time (10⁻⁴³ seconds), the theoretical smallest unit of time. 
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Allah sees and knows the present without any delay, while we 

perceive only what has already happened. 

The Vastness of Allah‘s Knowledge 

The James Webb Space Telescope has identified a star whose light 

took 13.6 billion years to reach us. It may now be over 30 billion 

light-years away. That‘s 80 sextillion miles—and yet, Allah knows 

its exact location and every detail about it. 

Allah‘s knowledge encompasses both the vast and the minuscule. 

The Planck length, the smallest measurable distance, is around 1.6 

× 10⁻³² mm—trillions of times smaller than a proton. Even there, 

Allah knows what exists and what changes moment by moment. 

The Significance of Knowledge of Minor Even such as a Leaf 

falling from a Tree 

The Butterfly Effect, introduced by Edward Lorenz in 1963, 

highlights how tiny events can cause massive changes over time. 

Allah alone knows all these causes and effects—He governs the 

seen and the unseen, the smallest particles and the farthest galaxies. 
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Section 23  Al-Haleem (الحلين) 

Al-Haleem (الحلين) (The Forbearing) 

The name Al-Ḥaleem comes from the root ḥ-l-m (ٍُِؽ), which 

conveys forbearance, patience, gentleness, clemency, and self-

restraint. In Arabic, this quality is so noble that it is said: 

  ―Ḥilm is the master of all virtues.‖ (اٌؾٍُ ع١ذ الأخلاق) 

 ―A person with ḥilm is nearly a prophet.‖ (وبد اٌؾ١ٍُ أْ ٠ىْٛ ٔج١ًب) 

Al-Ḥaleem is commonly translated as ―The Forbearing‖—the One 

who delays punishment despite having full power to act, allowing 

the wrongdoer time to reflect, repent, and return.  Importantly, this 

is neither a delay meant to trap the wrongdoer for harsher 

punishment, nor a result of weakness or inability to act. 

Allah‘s name Haleem (Forbearing) came in the Holy Quran  11.  In 

all cases it is paired with other names to provide better 

understanding of the name. It is mentioned 6 times with the 

Forgiver (غَفُٛس), 3 times with the All-Knowing (ًُ ١ٍَِّ ), one time with 

the Self-Sufficient (ٌّ   .(ؽَىُٛسٌ) and one time with the Appreciative (غَِٕ

Examples of the Ayat that includes Allah‘s attribute of Hilm 

(forbearance) include:   

The name Al-Ḥaleem appears 11 times in the Qur‘an, always 

paired with another name to clarify its depth: 
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 6 times with Al-Ghafour (The Forgiving) 

 3 times with Al-‗Aeeīm (The All-Knowing) 

 Once each with Al-Ghani (The Rich, The Self-Sufficient) 

and Ash-Shakour (The Appreciative) 

Examples: 

ح٧َْة٩س٥ُِْ وَلَ  } 
َ
ْ٘ٮِ فِِ أ ُ ثةِل٤ٍّ ُ  ۚۗ ٤ُٝٮُبُس٥ُْ  ٠َكَجَخْ  ث٧َِة يؤَُاػِؾُز٥ُ س٨ِلََ يؤَُاػِؾُز٥ُُ اللٍَّ  وَاللٍَّ

ٮرٌ  ُٛ  ٕٕ٘اٌجمشح:  {ظ٤َي٥ٌِ  دَ

―Allah does not hold you accountable for unintentional oaths, but 

He holds you accountable for what your hearts have earned. Allah 

is Forgiving, Forbearing.‖  (Al-Baqarah 2:225) 

كِس٥ُْ ٚةَظْؾَرُوهُ ۚ } ُٛ ٩
َ
٥َُ٤ْٕ ٦َة فِِ أ َ حَ نٍّ اللٍَّ

َ
٧َُ٤ٮا أ ْٔ ٧َُ٤ٮا وَا ْٔ نٍّ  وَا

َ
َ  أ ٮرٌ  اللٍَّ ُٛ   {ظ٤َي٥ٌِ  دَ

 ٖٕ٘اٌجمشح: 

―Know that Allah knows what is in your hearts, so beware of Him. 

And know that Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing.‖ (Al-Baqarah 

2:235)  

 {  ۚ رضُْ و٨٦ََ ذيِ٭٨ٍِّ
َ
ُٓ وَالْْ جْ ٧َةوَاتُ الكٍّ ءٍ  ٨ِ٦ّ وَإِن تكَُجّطُِ لَُ الكٍّ ِ  يكَُجّطُِ  إلٍَِّ  شََْ  لٍَّ  وَلَ س٨ِ ب٧َِْْؽِه

٭ُٮنَ  َٞ ْٛ ٮرًا ظ٤َي٧ًِة كََنَ  إ٫ٍّ٩ُِ  ۚۗ تكَْبيِعَ٭٥ُْ  تَ ُٛ  ٗٗالإعشاء:  {دَ

―The seven heavens and the earth and all those who are in them 

declare His glory, and there is not a single thing but glorifies and 

praises Him, but you do not understand their glorifying; surely He 

is Forbearing, Forgiving‖ (Al-Isra 17:44) 
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ٮ٫َُ٩ْ ۗ } ًَ ؽْػَلً يؿَْ َ  وَإِنٍّ  لَحُؽْػ٤َِ٪ٍّ٭٥ُ ٦َّ ٤ي٥ٌِ  اللٍَّ َٕ   1٘اٌؾظ:  {ظ٤َي٥ٌِ  ٣َ

―Verily He will admit them (the martyrs) to a place pleasing to 

them. Indeed Allah is All-Knowing, Forbearing. (Al-Hajj 22:59) 

٥َُ٤ْٕ ٦َة فِِ ٤ُٝٮُبس٥ُِْ ۚ }  ُ حَ ُ  وَكََنَ  وَاللٍَّ ٤ي٧ًِة اللٍَّ  ٔ٘الأؽضاة:  {ظ٤َي٧ًِة َٔ

―And Allah knows (all) that is in your hearts: and Allah is All-

Knowing Forbearing.‖ (Al-Ahzab 33:51)  

ذًىۗ } 
َ
٭َة أ ُٕ ْ٘ٛؿَِةٌ ػَيْرٌ ٨ِ٦ّ وَؽَٝحٍَ يتَجَْ ْٕؿُوفٌ و٦ََ ُ  ٝٮَْلٌ ٦ٍّ نٌِِّ  وَاللٍَّ  ٖٕٙاٌجمشح:  {ظ٤َي٥ٌِ  َٗ

―A kind word and forgiveness are better than charity followed by 

harm. Allah is Rich (Self Sufficient) and Forbearing.‖ [Al-Baqarah 

2:263] 

ْ٘ٛؿِْ ٣س٥َُْۚ }  ٫ُ ٣س٥َُْ وَيَ ْٛ ِٔ ة ٌَ ة ظَكَ٪ةً يُ ًً َ َٝؿْ ٮا اللٍَّ ًُ ؿِ ْٞ ُ  إنِ تُ  17اٌزغبثٓ: {م١َُٮرٌ ظ٤َي٥ٌِ  وَاللٍَّ

―If you loan to Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and 

forgive you. And Allah is Appreciative, Forbearing‖ (Al-Taghabun 

64:17) 

Al-Ḥaleem knows every transgression and has full power to punish 

instantly. Yet, He chooses to delay punishment, offering time for 

repentance. He continues to sustain even those who deny Him—out 

of mercy and wisdom. 

٤يَ٭َْة ٨٦ِ دَاثٍّحٍ وَلَ   } َٔ ة دؿََكَ  ٧ِْ٤٭٥ِ ٦ٍّ ُْ ِ ُ الجٍّةسَ ث ؿ٥٬ُُْ  س٨ِوَلٮَْ يؤَُاػِؾُ اللٍَّ ص٢ٍَ  إلََِ   يؤَُػِّ
َ
كَميًّ  أ َّ٦}  

 ٔٙإٌؾً: 

―If Allah were to punish people for their wrongdoing, He would not 

leave a single living creature on earth. But He gives them respite 

until an appointed time.‖ (Al-Nahl16:61) 
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ؿْ }  ُِ ٦ْ
َ
ِٔ٪ؽِكَ َٚأ  ٨ْ٦ِ َّٜ وِ ااتَِْ٪ة  وَإِذْ ٝةَلٮُاْ ال٤َّ٭٥َُّ إنِ كََنَ ٬َـؾَا ٬ُٮَ الَْْ

َ
٧َةءِ أ ٨َ الكَّ ٤يََْ٪ة ظِضَةرَةً ٦ِّ َٔ

لِحمٍ 
َ
ؾَابٍ أ َٕ ِ  ٕٖالأٔفبي:  {ث

―And they said: O Allah! If this is truly the truth from you, then 

rain down upon us stones from the sky, or bring upon us a painful 

punishment.‖ (Al-Anfal 8:32) 

Despite such defiance, Allah responds not with instant wrath, but 

with ḥilm. 

We all benefit daily from Allah‘s forbearance. He gives us time 

and opportunities to correct our mistakes and return to Him. He 

even ignores the foolishness of those who ask for His punishment: 

٤   يؤَُاػِؾُ  وَلٮَ  } ُْ ِ ُ ٱلجٍّةسَ ث ة ٧ِ٭٥ِٱللٍَّ ٤يَ   دؿََكَ  ٦ٍّ ؿ٥٬ُُ   و٣َـَ س٨ِ دَآثٍّحًٍ۬  ٨٦ِ ة٭َ َٔ ص٢ًٍَ۬  إلََِ   يؤَُػِّ
َ
كَميًًّ۬  أ َّ٦ ۖ {  

 :61الجع٢

―If Allah were to punish people for their wrongdoing, not a single 

creature would remain on earth. But He grants respite until an 

appointed time.‖ (An-Naḥl 16:61) 

However, forbearance does not apply indefinitely to all. Some 

people, if left unchecked, would harm others or themselves. In such 

cases, Allah may impose immediate justice, as part of His perfect 

wisdom. 
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Allah described both Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and his son Ismail (AS) 

with this quality of Hilm: 

٪يِتٌ  }  اهٌ ٦َّ وٍّ
َ
 2٘٘ٛد:  {إنٍِّ إثِؿَْا٬ي٥َِ ل٤ََْي٥ٌِ أ

―Indeed, Ibrahim was forbearing, tender-hearted, and ever turning 

to Allah.‖ (Hud 11:75). 

لَمٍ ظ٤َيِمٍ  } ُ٘ ِ ٩ةَهُ ث ْ  ٔٓٔاٌقبفبد:  {َٚبشَْرٍّ
―So, We gave him (Ibrahim) glad tidings of a forbearing boy 

[Ismail].‖ (Al-Saffat 3:101) 

Prophet Mohammad (peace and blessing be upon Him) used to 

invoke Allah with this name in times of distress:  

َّٟ الِله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ وبْ  َّْ ٔج ٠ذّٛ ثبعُ الله اٌؾ١ٍُ فٟ أٚلبد ّٓ اثٓ ّجبط: أ

لا ئٌٗ ئلا الله ا١ٌَُْ اٌؾ١ٍُ، لا ئٌٗ ئلا الله سة اٌْشػ ا١ٌَُْ، لا ئٌٗ ئلا الله   ‖ :اٌىشة

 )سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ( ―سة اٌغّبٚاد ٚسة الأسك ٚسة اٌْشػ اٌىش٠ُ

―There is no god but Allah, the Majestic, the Forbearing.  There is 

no god by Allah, the Lord of the grand throne.  There is no god by 

Allah, the Lord of the Heavens, the Lord of the earth and the Lord 

of the honorable throne. (Bukhari) 

Prophet Mohammad صلى الله عليه وسلم also taught that forbearance can be 

cultivated: 

ئّٔب اٌٍُْ ثبٌزٍُْ ٚئّٔب اٌؾٍُ  ‖ّٓ أثٟ اٌذسداء لبي،لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ

 )سٚاٖ اٌيجشأٟ ٚغ١شٖ( ― ثبٌزؾٍُ.

―Knowledge comes through learning, and forbearance comes by 

practicing it.‖  



 
253 

He (peace and blessing be upon Him) used to praise this trait as he 

said to Al-Ashajj ‗Abdul-Qays:  

ّٓ اثٓ ّجبط سمٟ الله ّّٕٙب لبي: لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لأؽظِّ 

ُُ، ٚالأٔبح" ِٓ ٠ُؾِجُّّٙب الله: اٌؾٍِ  )سٚاٖ ِغٍُ (ّجذاٌم١ظ: "ئْ ف١ه خَقٍز١

―You possess two qualities beloved to Allah: forbearance and 

thoughtful judgment.‖ (Muslim)  

Forbearance in the Prophet‘s Life: The Story of Ṭā‘if: 

When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم went to Ṭā‘if seeking support after 

enduring persecution in Mecca, the leaders mocked him and incited 

a mob to drive him out. He was pelted with stones, wounded, and 

humiliated. As he left, heartbroken, Angel Jibril appeared with the 

Angel of the Mountains, offering to crush the people between the 

surrounding peaks. Instead of revenge, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم replied: 

 "ثً أسعٛ أْ ٠ُخشط الله ِٓ أفلاثُٙ ِٓ ٠ْجذ الله ٚؽذٖ لا ٠ؾشن ثٗ ؽ١ئًب"

―No, I hope that Allah will bring from their descendants those who 

worship Him alone.‖ 

His forbearance was rewarded: Ṭā‘if later embraced Islam and its 

people played important roles in Islamic history, including battles 

and state administration. 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Don‘t act out of anger or rush to punish, especially with 

family. 

2. Give people space to recognize and correct their mistakes. 

3. Avoid being harsh and judgmental—people value patience 

and mercy. 

4. Allow others the chance to change before holding them 

accountable. 

5. Correct mistakes gently, without humiliation—your kindness 

will be remembered. 

6. Reflect on the power of forbearance, its calming effect on 

you, and its impact on others.  
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Section 24  Al-Ghahffar ( لْغَفَّارُا ) 

Al-Ghahffar ( لْغَفَّارُا ) (The Most Forgiving), Al-Ghafour ( لْغَفُىرُا ) 

(The Oft-Forgiving), and Al-Afuww (العفى) (The Pardoner, The 

Eraser of Sins) 

Allah‘s names Al-Ghaffar, Al-Ghafour, and Al-Afuww all relate to 

forgiveness, but each reflects a unique aspect of divine mercy. 

However, they are often translated in English as the ―Most 

Forgiving‖ ignoring the subtle difference. 

Al-Ghaffar ( ٌْغَفَّبسُا ), Al-Ghafour ( ٌْغَفُٛسُا ) both come from the root gh-

f-r (غفش), meaning to forgive, cover, and conceal. They indicate 

Allah‘s mercy in forgiving sins and shielding the sinner from 

disgrace. 

 Al-Ghaffar: Forgives regardless of the type of sin (quality). 

 Al-Ghafour: Forgives regardless of the number of sins 

(quantity). 

Al-Afuww comes from the root ‗a-f-a (ّفب), meaning to erase or 

remove. It refers to completely wiping away sins as if they never 

existed. 

Allah‘s name Al-Ghaffar ( ٌْغَفَّبسُا ):  

Appears in the Holy Quran  3 times, always paired with Al-Aziz 

(The Almighty).    

{  
َ ٧َةوَاتِ وَٱلْ   ُـٱ٣   َ٪٭٧َُةو٦ََة ثيَ   رۡضِ رَبَّ ٱلكٍّ ـيِ ةرُ ٱ٣   َٕ ٍّٛ َ٘

 ٙٙؿ:  {
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―The Lord of the heavens and the earth and everything between 

them, the Almighty, the Most Forgiving.‖ (Sad 38:66) 

 ـ  }  ٧َ َٜ ٱلكٍّ  تِ اٮَ ػ٤ََ
َ ؿَ   ٢ِۖ وَيُسَٮّرُِ ٱلجٍّ٭َةرَ عََلَ ٱلحٍّ   ةرِ ٭َ عََلَ ٱلجٍّ  ٢َ يسَُٮّرُِ ٱلحٍّ    ِّٜۖ ثٱِلْ َ  رۡضَ وَٱلْ  وقََؼٍّ

  ٧ ٧َؿَ وَٱ٣   فَ ٱلنٍّ ص٢ًٍَ۬  ؿىِيََ   كًٌُّ۬  ۖ َٞ
َ
كَميًّ  لِْ لََ  ۗ ٦َّ

َ
 ُـٱ٣   ٬ُٮَ  أ ـيِ  ـؿُ ٱ٣   َٕ ٍّٛ  ٘اٌضِش:  { َ٘

―He created the heavens and the earth in truth. He wraps the night 

over the day, and He wraps the day over the night: He subjected the 

sun and the moon (to His law), each one moving for an appointed 

term. Is He not the Almighty, the Most Forgiving?‖ (Al-Zumar 

39:5) 

 ـ  }  ٮ مِ وَيَ ٮ لَِٓ  ٦َة َٞ ُٔ د 
َ
ٮ٩نَِِٓ وَدؽَ   ةِ إلََِ ٱلجٍّضَٮ   ٥  ُِ أ ٮ٩نَِِ ( دؽَ  ٤١ٱلجٍّةرِ ) إلََِ  ُٔ ُٔ  

َ
ِ ز  لِْ ش 

ُ
ِ وَأ ؿَ ثٱِللٍَّ  كَ ُٛ

٩ةَ ٥ًٌ۬ ٤ِٔ   ث٫ِۦِ لَِ  فَ ٦َة ٣َي   ث٫ِۦِ
َ
ٮ وَأ ُٔ د 

َ
ـِيـِ إلََِ ٱ٣   ٥  ُِ أ ـ ؿِ ٱ٣   َٕ ٍّٛ َ٘

 ٕٗ-ٔٗغبفش: {

―O my people! Why I call you to salvation while you are calling 

me to the Fire? (41) You call me to disbelieve in Allah and ascribe 

to Him partners about whom I have no knowledge, while I call you 

to the Almighty, the Most-Forgiving.‖ (Ghafir 40:41-42) 

Allah‘s name Al-Ghafour ( ٌْغَفُٛسُا ):  

It is mentioned in the Holy Quran  11 times 

 9 times with Al-Rahime (The Most Merciful) 

 Once with Al-Aziz (The Almighty) and once with Al-Wadud 

(The Most Loving). 

ٮرُ ٱلؿٍّظِي٥ُ  }  ُٛ َ٘ ٩ةَ ٱ٣ْ
َ
نِّّ أ

َ
ِٔجَةدِي أ  1ٗاٌؾغش:  {جَجّئِْ 
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―Tell My slaves that I am the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful‖ 

(Al-Hijr 15:49) 

 {  ُ٩ ِْ٘ٛؿُ الََّ َ حَ ِ إنٍِّ اللٍَّ ٮا ٨ِْ٦ رحََْحِ اللٍَّ ُُ ٪َ ْٞ كِ٭٥ِْ لََ تَ ُٛ جْ
َ
ٚٮُا عََلَ أ سَْ

َ
ِي٨َ أ ِٔجَةدِيَ الٍَّ ٮبَ ٢ُْٝ يةَ 

ٮرُ الؿٍّظِي٥ ُٛ َ٘ ة إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ ٬ُٮَ ا٣ْ ًٕ  ٖ٘اٌضِش:   {جََيِ

―Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! 

Do not despair of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins. 

He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.‖ (Al-Zumur 39:53) 

 ـ  }  ِى بيَِؽِهِ ٱل   ؿَكَ تَجَ ُٟ ٱلٍَّ ءًٍ۬  كُِّ  و٬َُٮَ عََلَ   ٤٧ُ  َٜ ٱل  1) ٝؽَِيؿٌ  شََ  ِى ػ٤ََ ةَ وَٱلْ َ  ٧َٮ تَ ( ٱلٍَّ ٥  لِحجَ   يَٮ  ُِ  ٤ٮَُ

يَّس٥ُ  
َ
ك٨َُ  أ ظ 

َ
 ُـٱ٣   و٬َُٮَ   ۚخ٧ََلًً۬  أ ـيِ ٮرُ ٱ٣   َٕ ُٛ  ٕ-ٔاٌٍّه: { َ٘

―Blessed is He in Whose hand is the Kingdom: and He is powerful 

over everything (1) He Who created death and life, that He may 

test you as of which is better in his deeds: and He is the All-

Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving‖ (Al-Mulk 67:1-2) 

ٮرُ ( و٬َُٮَ ٱ٣  13) وَيُٕيِؽُ  ؽِئُ ٬ُٮَ حُج   ۥإ٫ٍُّ٩ِ  }  ُٛ  ٗٔ-ٖٔاٌجشٚط: { ٮَدُودُ ٱل   َ٘

―He begins (creation) and restores it (13) And He is the Oft-

Forgiving, the Most-Loving.‖ (Al-Burooj 85:13-14) 

Allah‘s name Al-Afuww (ٛاٌْف):  

It is mentioned in the Holy Quran  in 5 verses.   

 4 times with Al-Ghafour  
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 Once with Allah‘s name Al-Qadeer (اٌمذ٠ش) *The All-

Powerful‖. 

 { ٍّٚ ِي٨َ دٮََ ةلمِِيٓ ٤٧َـَ ٮِٕ ٭٥ُُ ٱل  ٮ  إنٍِّ ٱلٍَّ َّ كِ  ١َحُ  ُٛ ٩
َ
ْ  ٥  ٭ِ أ ْ  ۖ ٠ُ٪ذ٥ُ   ذي٥َِ  ٝةَلٮُا َٕٛنَِ  ٠ُ٪ٍّة ٝةَلٮُا  ٌ ذَ   فِِ  مُك 

َ   ۚرۡضِ ٱلْ 

ْ ٝةَلٮُٓ  ل٥َ   ا
َ
رۡضُ  دس٨َُ   أ

َ
ِ وَ  أ حًً۬ اٱللٍَّ َٕ ْ ٭َ ذَذُ  قِ و٣ْـَ ٮِٕ   ةۚ٭َ ذيِ ةصِؿُوا

ُ
 َٚأ

 
( 97) مَىِيًرا وقََةءَٓت   ۖ صَ٭َ٪٥ٍُّ  ٭٥ُ  ٮ  وَ َٟ ٦َأ

َٕٛنَِ إلٍَِّ ٱل    ٌ ذَ ٓ  ٧ُك  َ وَٱل   ءِ ٨َ٦ِ ٱلؿصَِّةلِ وَٱ٣نّكَِة ُٕٮنَ نِ لََ يكَ  اٮلَِ  ي ُِ ( ٩٨) قَبيِلًً۬  ذَؽُونَ ٭  حَ  وَلََ  ظِي٤حًًَ۬  ذَ

و٣ْـَ  
ُ
ٕ  ٮِٕ َٚأ ن حَ

َ
ُ أ َٔسَ ٱللٍَّ ٮَ َٟ  ٮرًً۬  وَكََنَ   ٥ۚ  ٭ُ خَ٪   ُٛ ُٛ ا دَ ٮًّ ُٛ ُ خَ  11-12إٌغبء:  { اٱللٍَّ

―When angels take the souls of those who die while transgressing 

against themselves (i.e., committing injustice and sins), the angels 

say to them): "In what (predicament) were you under (that forced 

you to transgress against yourselves)?" They reply: " we were 

oppressed in the earth." They (the angels) say: "Was not the earth 

of Allah spacious enough for you to emigrate in it (away from the 

environment that made you commit sins)?" Those people will find 

their abode in Hell―what an evil refuge! (97)  Except those who 

are (really) oppressed―men, women, and children who have no 

means (to emigrate), nor find a way. (98)  These are they whom 

Allah is likely to forgive them, and Allah is Most-Pardoning, Oft-

Forgiving.‖ (Al-Nisa 4:97-99) 

 {  
َ
ا أ ٮًّا ٝؽَِيؿًا إنِْ تُجؽُْوا ػَيْرً ُٛ َ كََنَ خَ ٮا خ٨َْ قُٮءٍ ٚإَنٍِّ اللٍَّ ُٛ ْٕ وْ تَ

َ
ٮهُ أ ُٛ   1ٗٔإٌغبء:  {وْ تَُْ

―Whether you reveal a good deed or conceal it, or pardon an evil, 

verily, Allah is Most-forgiving, All-Powerful‖ (Al-Nisa 4:149) 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught ‗Ā‘isha (RA) to say during Laylat al-

Qadr: 

‖َِّّٟ ّْفُ  َٛ فب َْفْ ٌّٛ رُؾِتُ اٌْ َّفُ   )أؽّذ، ٚإٌغبئٟ، ٚاثٓ ِبعٗ اٌزشِزٞ،―  (اٌٍُٙ ئٔه 
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―O Allah, You are Most Pardoning, and You love to pardon—so 

pardon me.‖ (Tirmidhi) 

In reading the Holy Quran , one notes that the Al-Afwu (ٛاٌْف) is 

associated with erasing major sins.  Examples: 

Banu Israel after worshiping the golden calf:  

٩ةَاوَ  وَإِذ  }  ؽ  بَٕنَِ  مُٮسَ   َٔ ر 
َ
ت٥ُُ  ث٥ٍُّ  لَح ٤حًًَ۬  أ ؾَ  ٢َ  ٱتٍَّ ؽِهۦِ ٨٦ِ   ٱ٣ ِٕض   ٕ ٩ذ٥ُ   بَ

َ
 ـ٧ُِ٤ٮنَ  وَأ ٮ  51) َّ َٛ  ٩ةَ( ث٥ٍُّ خَ

٪س٥ُ ؽِ  ٨ِ٦ّ   َٔ  ٕ َٟ  بَ ِ ٤ٍّس٥ُ   ذَل َٕ ١ُؿُونَ  ٣َ  ٕ٘-ٔ٘اٌجمشح: {تنَ 

―And remember when We appointed forty nights for Moses and (in 

his absence) you took the calf (for worship) and you were unjust. 

(51) Then We forgave you (afawnā ʾankum) after that so you may 

be grateful.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2:51-52) 

Muslims after fleeing at Uhud:  

ِي٨َ دٮ٣ٍََّٮ  } ْ إنٍِّ ٱلٍَّ َقَّ  يٮَ مَ  ٦ِ٪س٥ُ   ا ةنِ  ٱلت  َٕ  ٧َ ٧َة ٱلْ  ٍّ٭٥ُُ  إجٍِّ ل تَََ  ـ٨ُ  ٱق  َُ ي  يِ  ٱلنٍّ  ٕ ْ  ٦َة ثجَِ ؽ   ۖ ٠َكَجُٮا َٞ  و٣ََ

ُ خَ٪   ة ٱللٍَّ َٛ َ  إنٍِّ   ٥ۗ  ٭ُ خَ ٮرٌ  ٱللٍَّ ُٛ  ٘٘ٔآي ّّشاْ:   {ظ٤َي٥ًٌِ۬  دَ

―Those of you who turned back on the day the two armies met (i.e. 

the battle of Uhud), it was Satan who caused some of them to 

backslide (run away from the battlefield) because of some of what 

they had earned. But Allah has pardoned them. Indeed, Allah is 

Forgiving, Forbearing.‖ (Al-Imran 3:155) 

Which is Greater: Al-Ghafūr or Al-‗Afūww? Scholars differ: 
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 Some say Al-‗Afūww is greater since it completely erases 

sins. 

 Others say Al-Ghafūr is greater because, under certain 

conditions, it not only forgives but replaces sins with good 

deeds, as in: 

ِي٨َ لََ يؽَ  } ٮنَ وَٱلٍَّ ُٔ  َٓ  ـ  ٦َ ِ إ٣َِ ذ٤ُٮُنَ  وَلََ  ءَاػَؿَ  ٭ًةٱللٍَّ  ٞ ٛ   حَ ُ إلٍَِّ ثٱِلْ َ  فَ ٱلجٍّ وَلََ  ِّٜ ٱ٣ٍّتِِ ظَؿٍّمَ ٱللٍَّ

 ـ  ٢َٕ   و٨٦ََ  ٩ۚٮُنَ يَ  ٛ َٟ ي٤َ  ذَ  حَ ِ ة َٜ ل زة٦ًًَ۬
َ
 ـ ٦٨) أ ٌَ ٙ  ( يُ ؾَاٱ٣   لَُ  َٕ  ـ٧َحِ ٱ٣   مَ بُ يٮَ  َٕ مُ٭َة٩ةً  ۦذي٫ِِ  لُ  وَيَؼ   ٞيَِ

٢َ٧ِ خ٧ََلًً۬ ٦٩) َٔ ة ( إلٍَِّ ٨٦َ دةَبَ وَءَا٨َ٦َ وَ  ـ٤عًًِ۬ و٣ْـَ ٮِٕ  وَ
ُ
ُ قَيّـَِٔ َٚأ لُ ٱللٍَّ  ـخًٍ۬  ةد٭٥ِِ  َٟ حُجَؽِّ  وَكََنَ  ۗ ظَكََ٪

ٮرًً۬  ُٛ ُ دَ ةرٍّظِي اٱللٍَّ  2ٓ-1ٙاٌفشلبْ:  {٧ًً۬

―(The faithful slaves of Allah) Those who do not invoke with 

Allah, any other god, and do not kill the life that Allah has made 

sacred, except for just cause, nor they commit fornication, and 

whoever does this shall face the punishment (68) (The punishment 

will be doubled for him on the Day of Judgment, and he will 

remain there humiliated forever. (69) Except those who repent, 

believe, and do righteous deeds—for such people, Allah will 

replace their sins with good deeds.‖ (Al-Fourqan 25:68-70) 

The conditions for transforming sins to good deeds are: 1) Sincere 

belief, 2) True repentance, 3) Avoiding willful disobedience, and 4) 

Performing righteous deeds.   

To seek complete forgiveness—covering, erasure, and 

transformation—invoke all three names together: Al-Ghaffar, Al-

Ghafour, Al-Afuww.  
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Exceptions to Forgiveness 

1. Shirk (associating partners with Allah): 

ؽِ اذْ  } َٞ ِ ذَ َٟ ل٨ْ٧َِ ينََةءُ و٨ْ٦ََ يشُْْركِْ ثةِللٍَّ ِ ْ٘ٛؿُِ ٦َة دُونَ ذَل كَ ث٫ِِ وَيَ نْ يشُْْرَ
َ
ِْ٘ٛؿُ أ َ لََ حَ تَََى إنٍِّ اللٍَّ

ي٧ًة ِْ َٔ  1ٗإٌغبء:  {إث٧ًِْة 

―Allah does not forgive associating partners with Him, but He 

forgives anything else for whomsoever He wills; to set up a partner 

with Allah is to commit heinous sin.‖ (Al-Nisaa 4:48) 

2. Persisting in sin knowingly without repentance: 

٩ٮُب٭ِِ {  ؿُوا لَُِ َٛ ْ٘ َ ٚةَقْذَ كَ٭٥ُْ ذ٠ََؿُوا اللٍَّ ُٛ جْ
َ
٧َُ٤ٮا أ َّ وْ 

َ
٤ٮُا ٚةَظِنَحً أ َٕ ِي٨َ إذَِا ذَ ْ٘ٛؿُِ وَالٍَّ ٥ْ و٨ْ٦ََ حَ

٧َُ٤ْٕٮنَ  ٤ٮُا و٥ْ٬َُ حَ َٕ وا عََلَ ٦َة ذَ ُ وَل٥َْ يصََُِّ ٩ٮُبَ إلٍَِّ اللٍَّ  ٖ٘ٔآي ّّشاْ:  {الََّ

―And those who commit shameful deeds or wrong themselves, 

remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins; and who is 

there to forgive sins except Allah? And They do not persist 

knowingly in what they‘ve done.‖ (Al-Imran 3:135) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Call upon Al-Ghaffar, Al-Ghafoor and Al-Afuww.  No matter 

the nature or frequency of your sins, always seek Allah‘s 

forgiveness sincerely, with repentance and righteous deeds.ds.  

2. Never despair from Allah‘s mercy.  The Messenger of Allah 

 ,said (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

‖لبي اٌشعٛي فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ: 

 ]فؾ١ؼ ِغٍُ [  ―

 ―By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if you did not sin, Allah 

would replace you with people who would sin and seek 

forgiveness, and He would forgive them.‖ (Muslim) 

This Hadith is not a license to sin, but a reassurance that no sin is 

too great for Allah‘s forgiveness—what matters is repentance. 

3. Forgive others as you hope for Allah‘s forgiveness: 

ُ ٣َس٥ُْ  } ْ٘ٛؿَِ اللٍَّ نْ حَ
َ
لََ تُُجَِّٮنَ أ

َ
عُٮا أ َٛ ٮا وَلْحىَْ ُٛ ْٕ ٮرٌ رظَِي٥ٌ  وَلْحَ ُٛ ُ دَ  ٕٕإٌٛس:  {وَاللٍَّ

―Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love that Allah should 

forgive you? Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.‖ (Al-Nour 24:22) 

While justice is allowed, forgiveness is praised:  

ونَ ) } وَةبَ٭٥ُُ الْْغَُْْ ٥ْ٬ُ ينَذَْصَُِ
َ
ِي٨َ إذَِا أ و٤ْطََ 39وَالٍَّ

َ
ة وَأ َٛ اءُ قَيّبَِحٍ قَيّبِحٌَ ٦ِس٤ْ٭َُة ذ٨ْ٧ََ خَ َـ ( وصََ

ةل٧ِِنَ  ٍّْ ِ إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ لََ يَُتَِّ ا٣ صْؿُهُ عََلَ اللٍَّ
َ
 ٓٗ-1ٖاٌؾٛسٜ:  {َٚأ
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―And those who, when an oppression inflicts them, they defend 

themselves. (39) The recompense of an injury is an injury equal to 

it, but whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is 

with Allah: for (Allah) does not love those who are unjust.‖ (Ash-

Shura 42:39-40) 

ٮا إلََِ  }  ُٔ ِْ٘ٛؿَةٍ  وقََةرِ بّس٥ُِْ  ٨ِ٦ّ ٦َ ٭َة وصََ٪ٍّحٍ  رٍّ ًُ ؿْ ٧َةوَاتُ  َٔ رضُْ  الكٍّ
َ
تْ  وَالْْ ِٔؽٍّ

ُ
( ١٣٣) ل٧ُْ٤ِذٍّٞنَِ  أ

٨ِ الجٍّةسِۗ  َٔ ةذنَِ  َٕ َِ وَا٣ْ يْ َ٘ ٧ِنَ ا٣ْ ِّ اءِ وَا٣كَْا ٍّ اءِ وَالضٍَّّ ٍّ ٮنَ فِِ السٍَّّ ُٞ ِي٨َ يُ٪ِٛ ُ  الٍَّ  يَُتَِّ  وَاللٍَّ
 ٖٗٔ-ٖٖٔآي ّّشاْ:  {ال٧ُْعْكِننَِ 

And race with one with another towards forgiveness from your 

Lord, and towards a paradise as wide as are the heavens and the 

earth, prepared for those who have Taqwa; (133) Those who 

suppress their anger and forgive others—Allah loves those who do 

good. (Al-Emran 3:133-134) 

4. Conceal others‘ faults and sins.  The Prophet (peace and blessing 

be upon Him) said:  

ِٚٓ عزش  ‖ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح سمٟ الله ّٕٗ لبي : لبي سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ :

 )سٚاٖ ِغٍُ  ( ― ِإِٕب عزشٖ الله فٟ اٌذ١ٔب ٚا٢خشح

 ―Whoever conceals the faults of a Muslim, Allah will conceal his 

faults in this world and the Hereafter‖.  (Muslim) 

5. Don‘t publicize your sins The Prophet (peace and blessing be 

upon Him) said:  

ُّ‖أثٟ ٘ش٠شح ـ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ ـ أْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي:  ّٓ َّزِٟ وُ َْبفًٝ أُ  ئِلاَّ ُِ

َٓ ِ٘ش٠ِ ُّغَب  )سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ ِٚغٍُ( ― ...اٌْ

―Every one of my followers will be forgiven except those who 

expose their sins…‖ (Bukhari and Muslim) 



 264 

6. Make frequent istighfār (seeking forgiveness).  The Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) Said:  

لبي : عّْذ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ ٠مٛي :  -سمٟ الله ّٕٗ  -ّٓ أثٟ ٘ش٠شح 

"ِٗ َٗ ٌَأَعْزَغْفِشُ ئِِّٟ َٚاٌٍَّ ِٗ َٚأَرُٛةُ اٌٍَّ َِ فِٟ ئ١ٌَِْ ْٛ ْٓ أَوْضَشَ ا١ٌَْ ِِ َٓ ١ِْ  " )سٚاٖ اٌجخبسٞ( . َِشَّحً عَجْ

―By Allah, I seek Allah‘s forgiveness more than seventy times a 

day.‖ (Bukhari) 

7. Seek forgiveness as a solution to all problems.  Imam Al-Ḥasan 

Al-Baṣri advised people with different issues—drought, poverty, 

infertility—to seek Allah‘s forgiveness, citing the words of Prophet 

Nuḥ (AS):  

ةرًا ) }  ٍّٛ ْ٘ٛؿُِوا رَبٍّس٥ُْ إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ كََنَ دَ ٤خُْ اقْذَ ُٞ ٤يَس٥ُْ ٦ِّؽْرَارًا )١٠ذَ َٔ ٧َةءَ  ( 11( يؿُق٢ِِْ الكٍّ
ج٭َْةرًا

َ
٢ْ ٣س٥َُْ أ َٕ ٢ْ ٣س٥َُْ صَ٪ٍّةتٍ وَيَضْ َٕ مْٮَالٍ وَبَننَِ وَيَضْ

َ
 ٕٔ-ٓٔٔٛػ:  ﴾وَي٧ُْؽِدْز٥ُ ثأِ

―I (Nuh) said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is Oft-

Forgiving. (10)  He will send rain in abundance. (11) And increase 

your wealth and children, and grant you gardens and rivers.‖ (Nuh 

71:10-12) 

8. Seek forgiveness during the pre-dawn hours. Allah praises those 

who rise early to seek forgiveness: 

قْعَةرِ  }
َ
ْ٘ٛؿِي٨َِ ثةِلْْ  2ٔآي ّّشاْ:  {وَال٧ُْكْذَ

―Those who seek forgiveness in the pre-dawn hours‖ (Al-Emran 

3:17) 

ْ٘ٛؿُِونَ  }  قْعَةرِ ٥ْ٬ُ يكَْذَ
َ
 1ٔاٌزاس٠بد:  {وَبةِلْْ

―And in the hours before dawn they used to ask forgiveness;‖ (Al-

Dhariyat 51:18) 

  



 
265 

Section 25  Al-Hameed (الحويذ) 

Al-Hameed (الحويذ) - The Praiseworthy 

The name Al-Hameed appears frequently in the Holy Quran , both 

alone and alongside other divine names such as Al-Ghani (The 

Self-Sufficient), Al-Aziz (The Almighty), Al-Wali (The Guardian), 

Al-Majeed (The Glorious), and Al-Hakeem (The All-Wise). 

Al-Hameed comes from the root ḥ-m-d (ؽّذ), meaning praise, 

thanks, and appreciation. It is broader than Al-Shakoor (The 

Appreciative), which refers specifically to gratitude in return for 

favors. Al-Hamd (اٌؾّذ) denotes praise due to the praiseworthiness 

of one‘s essence or attributes, not merely for specific actions. Thus, 

Allah is Al-Hameed—worthy of all praise at all times, in all 

circumstances. 

There are three Dimensions of the Name Al-Hameed: 

1. Deserving of Praise in All States: Allah is praised not only for 

His blessings, but even in hardship—because we trust in His 

wisdom. Any affliction may be a mercy, as Allah says: 

٪ٍّ٭٥ُ ٨َِ٦ّ ٱ٣   } َٞ ؾَابِ وَلَجؾُِي َٕ  
َ نَّ  ٱلْ  ؾَابِ دُونَ ٱ٣   د  َٕ  

َ بَِِ ٱلْ  ٤ٍّ٭٥ُ   ز  َٕ ُٕٮنَ  ٣َ  ٕٔاٌغغذح:  {يؿَ صِ

―We shall certainly make them taste the lesser punishment before 

the greater punishment, so they may return (to righteousness).‖ 

(As-Sajdah 32:21) 
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2. He Guides, Rewards, and Praises Good Deeds: Allah provides us 

with opportunities, inspires us to act righteously, and then praises 

and rewards us. Just as a father might praise a child for using the 

money he gave to buy a gift for his mother, Allah praises us for 

good actions—though all resources are from Him. 

3. He Rightfully Praises Himself: Unlike humans, Allah's self-

praise is necessary and true, so we may know Him and seek His 

help. His praise reflects His perfection, not arrogance.  To 

illustrate: imagine a wealthy man offering help to someone in need 

but being dismissed because his appearance gives no sign of 

wealth. If he reveals his status, it‘s not to boast, but to inform—so 

that others recognize his ability to help. Likewise, when Allah 

praises Himself, it is so we recognize His greatness, turn to Him in 

times of need, and rely on Him fully. 

Reflection on the verses in which Allah’s name Al-Hameed is 

mentioned:   

1. Allah‘s name Al-Hameed (اٌؾ١ّذ) came associated with pure 

speech and the path to Allah: 

ٮْلِ و٬َُؽُوا إلََِ } َٞ يّتِِ ٨َ٦ِ ا٣ْ ٍُّ اطِ ال٧َِْْيؽِ و٬َُؽُوا إلََِ ا٣  ٕٗاٌؾظ:  {صَِِ

―They have been guided to good speech, and guided to the path of 

the Praiseworthy.‖ (Al-Hajj 22:24) 

While pure, respectful speech leads to Allah, improper speech has 

grave consequences. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 
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‖ ْٓ ْٓ ُ٘ش٠َْشَحَ أَثِٟ َّ َّ ِّ ُٗ فٍََّٝ اٌَّجِ ِٗ اٌٍَّ ١ٍََّْ َُ َّ لَبيَ َٚعٍََّ َْجْذَ ئِ ُُ اٌْ َّخِ ١ٌََزَىٍََّ ْٓ ثِبٌْىٍَِ ِِ ِْ َٛا  سِمْ

ِٗ َٙب ٠ٍُْمِٟ ٌَب اٌٍَّ ُٗ ثَبًٌب ٌَ ُْ ُٗ ٠َشْفَ َٙب اٌٍَّ َّ دَسَعَبدٍ ثِ َْجْذَ َٚئِ ُُ اٌْ َّخِ ١ٌََزَىٍََّ ْٓ ثِبٌْىٍَِ ِٗ عَخَوِ ِِ  ٠ٍُْمِٟ ٌَب اٌٍَّ

َٙب ِٛٞ ثَبًٌب ٌَ ْٙ َٙب ٠َ َُ فِٟ ثِ ََّٙ  ) اٌجخبسٞ ― (عَ

Narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (peace and blessings 

be upon him) said: ―A servant may speak a word seeking the 

pleasure of Allah, not thinking much of it, and Allah will raise him 

by it in status. And a servant may speak a word seeking the anger 

of Allah, not thinking much of it, and thereby he will fall into 

Hell.‖ (Bukhari) 

ِٗ سَعُٛيُ لَبيَ  ُٗ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ِٗ اٌٍَّ ١ٍََّْ َُ ُُ ٌَب‖ :َٚعٍََّ ُْ ٠َغْزَم١ِ َّب َُ ؽَزَّٝ َّجْذٍ ئ٠ِ ُٗ ٠َغْزَم١ِ ٍْجُ ُُ ٌََٚب لَ  ٠َغْزَم١ِ

ُٗ ٍْجُ َُ ؽَزَّٝ لَ ُٗ ٠َغْزَم١ِ  (أخشعٗ الإِبَ أؽّذ― (ٌِغَبُٔ

―The belief of a person will not be upright unless his heart is 

upright, and his heart will not be upright unless his tongue is 

upright.‖ (Ahmad) 

2. Allah‘s name Al-Hameed came Associated with Allah‘s name 

Al-Aziz (The Almighty):  

 ـ ٠ِ }  َ  تٌ ذَ لج  َـ ٩
َ
َٟ   ـ٫ُ أ ؿجَِ  إلَِح   ـ  لِتُؼ  ٧َُ٤ َّْ ـيِـِ طِ ٱ٣  اصَِِ  إلََِ   رَبّ٭٥ِِ   نِ إلََِ ٱلجَّٮرِ بإِذِ   خِ ٱلجٍّةسَ ٨َ٦ِ ٱ٣ َٕ 

  ٔئثشا١ُ٘:  {٧ِيؽِ ٱلْ َ 

―This is a Book that We have revealed to you, to bring people out 

of darkness into light, by the will of their Lord, to the path of the 

Almighty, the Praiseworthy.‖ (Ibrahim 14:1) 

Truth is one, but falsehood takes many forms—hence ―light‖ is 

singular while ―darkness‖ is plural.  
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3. Allah‘s name Al-Hameed came associated with Allah‘s name 

Al-Wali (The Guardian): 

لُِ ٱ٣   } ِى حُنَّ ي رَ و٬َُٮَ ٱلٍَّ ؽِ  ٨٦ِ   َ٘  ٕ ْ  ٦َة بَ ٮا ُُ َذ٫َُۥ وَيَنشُْرُ  رََ٪  1ٕاٌؾٛسٜ:  {٧ِيؽُ ٱلْ َ  ٮَلَِِّ و٬َُٮَ ٱل    ۚرحَ 

―He sends rain after despair and spreads His mercy. He is the 

Guardian, the Praiseworthy.‖ (Ash-Shura 42:28) 

Allah defends and cares for the believers as their Wali (Guardian).  

4. Allah‘s name Al-Hameed also came in association with the name 

Al-Majeed (The Glorious): 

٢َ٬ْ الْْيَخِْ إ٫ٍُّ٩ِ حَيِؽٌ مََِيؽٌ }
َ
٤يَس٥ُْْ أ َٔ ِ وَبَؿَكََد٫ُُ  ِ رحََْحُ اللٍَّ مْؿِ اللٍَّ

َ
ْٕضَجنَِ ٨ْ٦ِ أ تَ

َ
 2ٖ٘ٛد:  {ٝةَلٮُا أ

―They said: "Do you (Sarah) wonder at Allah's decree? The mercy 

of Allah and His blessings be upon you, people of the house. 

Indeed, He is Praiseworthy, Glorious." (Hud 11:73) 

This same phrase appears in the Prophet‘s صلى الله عليه وسلم taught du‘a during 

tashahhud (salutation) for his family and the family of Prophet 

Ibrahim.  The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) was asked 

by the companions on how can they do Salat on Ahl-Albayt?  He 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) answered:  

ْْتِّٓ  ِٓ وَ  فَمَبيَسمٟ الله ّٕٗ أٔٗ لبي : عإٌٔب سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ  ُّغْشَحَ ثْ

َٕب ٌْ ِٗ سَعُٛيَ عَأَ ُٗ فٍََّٝ اٌٍَّ ِٗ اٌٍَّ ١ٍََّْ َُ َٕب َٚعٍََّ ٍْ ِٗ سَعُٛيَ ٠َب فَمُ ُْ اٌقٍََّبحُ و١َْفَ اٌٍَّ ًَ ١ٍََّْىُ ْ٘  اٌْج١َْذِ أَ

َّ َٗ فَاِ َٕب لَذْ اٌٍَّ َّ ُُ و١َْفَ ٍََّّ ُْ ُٔغٍَِّ َّ لٌُُٛٛا :لَبيَ ،١ٍََّْىُ ُٙ ِّ اٌٍَّ َّذٍ ٍََّٝ فَ ٍََّٝ ُِؾَ َّذٍ آيِ َٚ َّب ُِؾَ  وَ
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َُ ٍََّٝ ف١ٍََّْذَ ١ِ٘ ٍََّٝ ئِثْشَا َُ آيِ َٚ ١ِ٘ ١ِّذٌ ئَِّٔهَ ئِثْشَا َّ َِغ١ِذٌ ؽَ ُٙ َّذٍ ٍََّٝ ثَبسِنْ اٌٍَّ ٍََّٝ ُِؾَ  آيِ َٚ

َّذٍ َّب ُِؾَ َُ ٍََّٝ ثَبسَوْذَ وَ ١ِ٘ ٍََّٝ ئِثْشَا َُ آيِ َٚ ١ِ٘ ١ِّذٌ ئَِّٔهَ ئِثْشَا  اٌجخبسٞ “ َِغ١ِذٌ ؽَ

Ka'b ibn 'Ujrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that he 

said: We said, ―O Messenger of Allah, how should we send 

blessings upon you, O People of the Household? For Allah has 

taught us how to greet you.‖ He said, ―Say: ‗O Allah, send prayers 

upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent 

prayers upon Abraham and upon the family of Abraham; indeed 

You are Praiseworthy, Glorious. O Allah, bless Muhammad and 

the family of Muhammad, as You blessed Abraham and the family 

of Abraham; indeed You are Praiseworthy, Glorious.‘‖ (Bukhari) 

5. The name Al-Hameed came associated with Al-Hakeem (The 

Wise)   

٢ُ ٨ِْ٦ بَنِْ يؽََي٫ِْ وَلََ ٨ْ٦ِ ػ٫ِْٛ٤َِ تَنِْي٢ٌ ٨ِْ٦ ظ١َِيمٍ حَيِؽٍ  } َِ تي٫ِِ الْْةَ
ْ
 ٕٗفقٍذ:  {لََ يأَ

―No falsehood can approach it from its front or from its behind: it 

is sent down by the All-Wise, the Worthy of all Praise.‖ (Fusulat 

41:42) 

Allah protects the Holy Quran  in its perfection and from any 

imperfection. 

6. The name Al-Hameed came associated with Al-Ghani (The 

Rich)  

نَِِّ ال٧َِْْيؽُ  } َ٘ ُ ٬ُٮَ ا٣ْ ِ وَاللٍَّ ؿَاءُ إلََِ اللٍَّ َٞ ُٛ ٩ذ٥ُُ ا٣ْ
َ
٭َة الجٍّةسُ أ حَّ

َ
 ٘ٔفبىش:  {يةَ أ

―O mankind! You are in need of Allah, while Allah is Free of need, 

Praiseworthy.‖ (Fater 35:15) 

Our praise does not benefit Allah, but it benefits us. 
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Glorifying Allah with Hamd and Tasbeeh 

Expressing gratitude to Allah by declaring His Hamd is often 

associated with declaring Allah‘s perfection by saying Subhan 

Allah (عجؾبْ الله).  Therefore, we say (ٖعجؾبْ الله ٚ ثؾّذ) ―Subhanallahi 

Wa Bihamdihi‖.  Saying Subhan Allah means declaring the infinite 

perfection of Allah‘s essence, names, attributes, and actions beyond 

any human measure.  While it is difficult to translate Subhan Allah 

with simple words to reflect its meaning, it is often translated as 

―All Glory is to Allah.‖   The best words we express our gratitude 

to Allah by combining tasbih (glorification) and hamd (praise). 

The most complete form of remembrance is combining praise 

(hamd) with glorification (tasbeeh): "Subhanallahi wa bihamdihi‖ 

( الله ٚ ثؾّذٖعجؾبْ  )– Glory and praise be to Allah.  The Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him) said: 

― ِٗ َْ اٌٍَّ ِٓ، عُجْؾب َّ ِْ ئٌٝ اٌشَّؽْ ِْ، ؽَج١ِجَزب ١ِّضا ِْ فٟ اٌ ِْ، صَم١ٍَِزب ِْ ٍَّٝ اٌٍِّغب ِْ خَف١ِفَزب َّزب وٍَِ

.ُِ ١َِ َْ ِٗ اٌ َْ اٌٍَّ ِٖ، عُجْؾب ّْذِ جخبسٞ(." )اٌ ٚثِؾَ  

Two phrases are light on the tongue, heavy on the scale, and 

beloved to Allah: Subhanallahi wa bihamdihi, Subhanallahil 

Azeem (Glory and praise to Allah, glory to Allah the Almighty).‖ 

(Bukhari) 

The Prophet‘s wife Juwairiyah bint Al-Harith (May Allah be 

pleased with her) reported that the Prophet (peace and blessing be 

upon Him) said:   
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 لٍُْذُ ٌَمَذْ‖:  لبي إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ أْ ّٓ ع٠ٛش٠خ ثٕذ اٌؾبسس سمٟ الله ّٕٙب

ْْذَنِ َِ ثَ َّبدٍ أَسْثَ ْٛ َِشَّادٍ صَلَاسَ وٍَِ َّب ُٚصَِٔذْ ٌَ ْٕزُ لٍُْذِ ثِ ُِ َِ ْٛ َّ ا١ٌَْ ُٙ َٛصََٔزْ ٌَ َْ ِٗ عُجْؾَب ِٖ اٌٍَّ ّْذِ  َٚثِؾَ

ِٗ َّذَدَ ِٗ َٚسِمَب خٍَْمِ ِٗ َٚصَِٔخَ َٔفْغِ ِِذَادَ َّشْؽِ َٚ ِٗ َّبرِ  )ِغٍُ(. ―وٍَِ

―I recited four phrases three times that outweigh everything you 

have said since morning: ‗Glory and praise be to Allah as much as 

the number of His creations, according to His pleasure, equal to the 

weight of His Throne, and the ink of His words.‘‖ (Muslim) 

Everything in the universe praises Allah in this way, even if we 

don‘t perceive it: 

 ـ  }  ٧َ ج  اٮَ تكَُجّطُِ لَُ ٱلكٍّ   ُٓ تُ ٱلكٍّ
َ ءٍ  ٨ِ٦ّ وَإِن  ٨ٍّۚ ٭ِ و٨٦ََ ذيِ رۡضُ وَٱلْ  ؽِهۦِ يكَُجّطُِ  إلٍَِّ  شََ   لٍَّ  س٨ِو٣َـَ   ب٧َِْ 

٭ُٮنَ  َٞ  ٛ بيِعَ٭٥ُ   تَ ٮرًً۬  ۥ إ٫ٍّ٩ُِ  ۗ تكَ  ُٛ  ٗٗالإعشاء:  {اكََنَ ظ٤َي٧ًِة دَ

―The seven heavens and the earth and all within them glorify Him. 

There is not a thing that does not glorify Him with praise, though 

you do not understand their glorification. Surely, He is forbearing, 

Most Forgiving.‖ (Al-Isra 17:44) 

The ultimate expression of gratitude in Paradise will be the same 

declaration we repeat daily in our prayers (َٓ ١ِّ َْبٌَ ِٗ سَةِّ اٌْ ّْذُ ٌٍَِّ  All― (اٌْؾَ

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds."  

 {   ٔ َٟ  ة٭َ ذيِ ٭٥ُ  ٮَٮ  دَ  ـَ٪  ـ٥ًٌ۬  ة٭َ ذيِ ٥  ٭ُ ٱل٤ٍّ٭٥ٍُّ وَتَُيٍِّذُ  قُج عَ ٮَٮ   وَءَاػِؿُ   ۚق٤ََ  ٔ نِ ٱلْ َ  ٭٥ُ  دَ
َ
ؽُ أ ِ ربَِّ  ٧  لِلٍَّ

 ـ٧َِ٤نَ ٱ٣   َٕ
 ٠ٔٓٛٔظ:  {

―Their call therein (in paradise) will be: ‗Glory be to You, O 

Allah!‘ and their greeting will be ‗Peace!‘ And the conclusion of 

their call will be: ‗Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds!‖ 

(Yunus 10:10) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Keep Your Tongue Constant in Praise: Train yourself to 

regularly say Alhamdulillah—"All praise is due to Allah"—

with reflection. Each time you say it, recall Allah‘s countless 

blessings. We often take basic gifts—like food, shelter, or 

sleep—for granted. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

ًٕب فِٟ   " ِِ ِٖ آ َْبفًٝ فِٟ عَغَذِ ُِ  ُْ ْٕىُ ِِ ْٓ أَفْجَؼَ  َِ ُٗ َّب ؽ١ِضَدْ ٌَ ِٗ فَىَأََّٔ ِِ ْٛ ُٖ لُٛدُ ٠َ ْٕذَ ِّ  ِٗ عِشْثِ

١َْٔب   )سٚاٖ اٌزشِزٞ( .   " اٌذُّ

―Whoever wakes up with health in his body, safety in his 

surroundings, and food for his day—it is as if he owns the entire 

world.‖ (Tirmidhi) 

2. Appreciate the Meaning of Hamd Through the Example of 

the Righteous 

Reflect on the humility of those before us. When a 

messenger from Azerbaijan visited Caliph Omar ibn Al-

Khattab expecting a grand meal, he was offered only bread 

and salt. Omar joyfully said: “Alhamdulillah, this is a 

blessing.”  After finishing the meal, Omar said: 

)َٓ ١ِّ ُِغٍِْ َٕب  ٍََْ َٚعَ َٚعَمَبَٔب  َٕب  َّ َْ ّْذُ ٌٍِٗ اٌَّزِٞ أَىْ  )اٌؾَ

―All praise is due to Allah who fed us, gave us drink, and made us 

Muslims.‖ 
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Even the simplest of provisions deserve gratitude. How many of us 

would say Alhamdulillah if served only bread and salt for 

breakfast? 

3. Acknowledge the Gifts Allah Has Given You: Recognizing 

your talents is not arrogance if done with humility and 

sincerity. Allah grants gifts to individuals for the benefit of 

others. Don‘t hide your strengths—use them to serve the 

community. Likewise, support and uplift others in 

developing their own gifts. 

4. Be Content in Every Situation: Gratitude is not limited to 

times of ease. True believers cycle between gratitude during 

blessings and patience during trials. When we are truly 

pleased with Allah in all circumstances, Allah is pleased 

with us. 

ُ هَ   } ُٓ  يٮَمُْ  ؾَاٝةَلَ اللٍَّ َٛ ةدرِنَِ  يَ٪ ج٭َْةرُ ػَةلَِِي٨َ صَ٪ٍّ  ل٭٥َُْ  ۚۚ وِؽْرُ٭٥ُْ  الىٍّ
َ
ةتٌ تَؿِْي ٨ِ٦ تَُذْ٭َِة الْْ

ثؽًَاۚ 
َ
ُ  رٍّضَِ  ذيِ٭َة أ ٮا خَ٪٭٥ُْْ  اللٍَّ ًُ َٟ  ۚۚ خَ٪٫ُْ  وَرَ ِ ٮْزُ  ذَ ل َٛ ي٥ُ  ا٣ْ ِْ َٕ  1ٔٔ اٌّبئذح: { ا٣ْ

―Allah will say: "This is a day on which the truthful shall profit 

from their truthfulness.  For them there are gardens beneath which 

rivers flow, their eternal home.  Allah is pleased with them, and 

they are pleased with Him—that is the greatest success.‖ (Al-

Maeda 5:119) 

Imam Al-Shafi‘i once saw a man circumambulating around the 

Kabbah saying: O‘ Allah, are you pleased with me. He told him: 

―Are you pleased with Allah? The man asked: ―how can I be 
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pleased with Allah? He said: “You are pleased with Allah when 

your joy in hardship equals your joy in ease.‖ 

5. Find Contentment Through Constant Praise: Achieving inner 

peace comes through consistent Tasbeeh (glorifying) and 

Hamd (praising) of Allah. 

ؿُوب٭َِةۖ { ُٗ ٧ْفِ وَرَج٢َْ  ٤ٮُِ  النٍّ َُ َٟ رَج٢َْ  ِ َْ  َٚكَجّطِْ  ال٤ٍّي٢ِْ  آ٩ةَءِ  و٨ِ٦َْ  وقََجّطِْ ب٧َِْْؽِ رَبّ
َ
ؿَافَ الجٍّ٭َةرِ وَأ

َٟ دؿَضَْ   ٍّ٤ َٕ  ٖٓٔىٗ:  { ٣َ

―So, glorify and praise your Lord before sunrise, before sunset, and 

during parts of the night and day, so that you may be content.‖ 

(Taha 20:130) 
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Section 26  Al-Hayy (الحي) 

Al-Hayy (الحي) - The Ever Living and Al-Qayyum (القيىم) - The 

Self-Sustaining, The Sustainer of All 

Al-Hayy refers to Allah‘s perfect, eternal life—without beginning 

or end. His existence is not dependent on anything, and He is the 

source of all life. Unlike human life, which begins from non-

existence and ends in death, Allah's life is absolute and self-

existent and thus He is also Al-Qayyum. Al-Qayyum has two key 

meanings: 

1. Self-Sustaining – Allah needs nothing and no one. Nothing 

can affect or diminish His existence or attributes. 

2. Sustainer of All – Everything in creation depends entirely on 

Him. He governs all affairs, upholds all existence, and 

maintains perfect justice. 

These names are deeply connected to others like Al-Samad ( َّذُا ٌْقَّ ) 

(The Self-Sufficient), Al-Muhaymin ( ُّا ٌُْٓ ِّ ١َْٙ ) (The Guardian), and 

Al-Razzaq ( ٌْشَّصَّاقُا ) (The Provider). 

Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyum are mentioned together in three powerful 

verses: 

ُ لََ إلَِ   }  يَّٮمُ  ا٣حََّْ  ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ اللٍَّ َٞ ػُؾُهُ  لََ  ۚۚ ا٣ْ
ْ
٧َةوَاتِ  فِِ  ٦َة لَُ  ۚۚ ٩ٮَمٌْ  وَلََ  قَِ٪حٌ  دأَ رضِْۗ  فِِ  و٦ََة الكٍّ

َ
  {الْْ

 444البقرة: 

Allah! There is no god but He, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of all. 

Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs 

whatever is in the heavens and on earth....‖ (Al-Baqarah 2: 255) 
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ُ لََ إلَِ   }  يَّٮمُ )ا٣ْ  ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ اللٍَّ َٞ ِّٜ 2حََّ ا٣ْ َٟ ا١ِْ٣ذَةبَ ثةِلَْْ ٤يَْ َٔ لَ  ّـٍ  3-4آل عمران:   {( ٩َ

―Allah! There is no god but He, the Ever Living, the Sustainer of 

all. (2) He has sent down to you the Book in truth‖ (Al-Emran:2-3) 

يَّٮمِ ٱ٣   حَِّ ل٤ِ   ٮصُُٮهُ ٱل  وخَََ٪خِ } ة ح٢َََ  ٨٦َ   ػَةبَ  وََٝؽ   ۖ َٞ ً۬٤ ٧ً ُّ
 555طه :   {

―All faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, the Sustainer 

of all, and the loser is the one who carries injustice.‖ (Taha 20:111) 

Al-Hayy also appears independently in two other verses:  

ِي لََ ح٧َُٮتُ  } ْ عََلَ ا٣حَِّْ الٍَّ  48الفرقان:  {وَدٮََكٍّّ

"Put your trust in the Ever-Living who does not die." (Al-Fourqan 

25:58) 

ٮهُ  ٬ُٮَ  إلٍَِّ  ٫َ ٬ُٮَ ا٣حََّْ لََ إلَِ   }  ُٔ  44غافر: {الَِّي٨َ  لَُ  م٤ُْىِِنَ  ٚةَدْ

―He is the Ever-Living. There is no God but He.  So call upon Him, 

devoting the religion sincerely to Him.‖ (Ghafir 40:65) 

Only Allah is Al-Hayy. All other beings began from non-existence 

and eventually perish. He alone creates life and death: 

َٜ ٱل  } ِى ػ٤ََ ةَ وَٱلْ َ  ٧َٮ تَ ٱلٍَّ ٥  لِحجَ   يٮَ  ُِ يَّس٥ُ   ٤ٮَُ
َ
ك٨َُ  أ ظ 

َ
 4الملك: } خ٧ََلً  أ

―He who created death and life to test which of you is better in 

deeds.‖ (Al-Mulk 67:2) 
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٬ْؿِ ل٥َْ يس٨َُْ مَيبًْة ٦َؾ٠ُْٮرًا }  نكَةنِ ظِنٌ ٨َ٦ِ الٍَّ تَِ عََلَ الِْْ
َ
      5الإنسان:  {٢ْ٬َ أ

―There has come upon man a period in which he was nothing worth 

mentioning.‖ (Al-Insan 76:1) 

ٌٟ إلٍَِّ وصَْ٭٫َُ ۚ  }  ِ ءٍ ٬َةل ُٕٮنَ  وَإِلَح٫ِْ  الُْْس٥ُْ  لَُ  كَُّ شََْ  88القصص:  {دؿُصَْ

―Everything will perish except His Face. To Him belongs the 

Command, and to Him you (all) will return.‖ (Al-Qasas 28:88) 

Trusting in anyone other than Allah is flawed, people die, 

disappear, or fail. But Allah, the Ever-Living, will always be there. 

That is why He says: 

ِي لََ ح٧َُٮتُ  }  ْ عََلَ ا٣حَِّْ الٍَّ  48الفرقان: {وَدٮََكٍّّ

"Put your trust in the Ever-Living who does not die." (Al-Fourqan 

25:58) 

As Al-Qayyum, Allah determines when things exist, how they live, 

and when they die. He sustains all creation moment by moment: 

ؿ٬ٍَّة وَمُكْذَٮدَْخَ٭َةۚ  }  َٞ ٥َُ٤ْٕ مُكْذَ ِ رزِرُْ٭َة وَيَ رضِْ إلٍَِّ عََلَ اللٍَّ
َ
 ٠ذَِةبٍ  فِِ  كٌُّ  و٦ََة ٨ْ٦ِ دَاثٍّحٍ فِِ الْْ

جنٍِ       43هود:  {٦َّ

―There is no creature on earth but its provision is upon Allah. He 

knows its dwelling and its resting place. All is recorded in a clear 

Book.‖ (Hud 11:6) 
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These names together highlight Allah‘s absolute independence and 

our complete dependence on Him—for life, sustenance, guidance, 

and ultimate return. 

To appreciate the meaning of Al-Qayyum, imagine being 

responsible for sustaining just one street. You would have to 

manage everyone‘s food, water, air, bodily functions (like 

breathing, digestion, circulation), and environmental factors such 

as oxygen levels and the ozone layer. You‘d also need to care for 

every pregnant woman, provide milk for each newborn, and sustain 

every insect, bird, animal, and plant on that street—every second, 

without rest or error. Clearly, such a role would require endless 

power and zero need for rest. 

Now consider that Allah is Al-Qayyum over the entire universe—

across land, sea, and space. He sustains every being in every place, 

at all times. 

ْٛفٍ  } ِ جَ
ذ٨ْ٧ََ ٬ُٮَ ٝةَن٥ٌِ عََلَ كُّ

َ
كََءَ  أ ِ شَُ ٤ٮُا لِلٍَّ َٕ  33الرعد:  {ث٧َِة ٠َكَجَخْ وصََ

―Is He who watches over every soul and what it earns (like those 

false gods)? Yet they ascribe partners to Allah...‖ (Al-R‘ad 13:33) 

To fulfill this role, Allah must be free from fatigue:  

ٕ٘٘:اٌجمشح   } ٌَ ْٛ ٌََٚب َٔ ُٖ عَِٕخٌ   } ٌَب رَأْخُزُ

―Slumber does not overtake Him, nor does sleep….‖ (Al-Baqarah 

2:255) 
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Nothing escapes His knowledge or control, not even for a split 

second. Were He to doze for a moment, the universe would 

collapse. 

When Bani Israel asked Prophet Musa if Allah sleeps, Allah 

inspired him to place two glass bottles in a man‘s hands and have 

him hold them overnight. As the man slept, he dropped and broke 

them. This was a lesson—if the Sustainer of the universe were to 

sleep, everything would fall apart. 

Consider Earth: it weighs around 6 billion trillion metric tons and 

travels around the sun at 67,000 miles/hour. A tiny lapse in speed 

or orbit would make life impossible. Yet Allah, Al-Qayyum, 

maintains it all with perfect precision. 

In human terms, a slave stays awake to serve the master—not the 

other way around. But Allah, our Master, is awake every moment, 

sustaining us while we sleep. Who keeps your heart beating? Your 

lungs breathing? Your immune system alert while you rest? It is 

Allah, Al-Qayyum. 

This is not just an intellectual truth but a deeply personal one: 

Allah says, 

 ―Put your trust in the Ever-Living who does not die.‖ (Al-Furqan 

25:58) 

{ ْ ِي ا٣حَِّْ  عََلَ  وَدٮََكٍّّ  1٘: ا٣ٛؿٝةن  {ح٧َُٮتُ  لَ الٍَّ

Allah doesn‘t just sustain—He owns and governs all: 
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{ ُ  ـ  ۥلٍّ ٧َ  اٮَ ٦َة فِِ ٱلكٍّ
َ  ٙاٌجمشح: {ۗ رۡضِ تِ و٦ََة فِِ ٱلْ 

―To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and on earth.‖ (Al-

Baqarah 2:255) 

 ـ } ُ ػَ ُٜ ٱللٍَّ ءًٍ۬  كُِّ  عََلَ   و٬َُٮَ   ءًٍۖ۬  شََ  كُِّ  ٤ِ  ٕٙاٌضِش:  {(62) وَِي٢ًٌِ۬  شََ 

―Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Trustee over all 

things.‖ (Al-Zumar 39:62) 

Since Allah is Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum, no one else deserves our 

worship, reliance, or love on par with Him. This is the essence of 

Tawheed (pure monotheism). 

We are allowed to love others—for Allah ( اٌؾت فٟ الله), but not with 

Allah  (اٌؾت ِِ الله). That is, we love righteous people, the Prophet 

(peace and blessing be upon Him), the Qur‘an, Ramadan, etc., 

because Allah loves them—not in place of or alongside Him. 

Loving anything with Allah (اٌؾت ِِ الله) is a form of hidden shirk 

(polytheism). If your love for someone leads you to disobey Allah, 

it becomes misplaced loyalty and hidden idolatry. 

Abu Bakr (RA) exemplified true belief. When the Prophet (peace 

and blessing be upon Him) died, he said: 

ْٓ َِ َْ ْْجُذُ وب َّّذاً ٠َ َّّذاً فاْ ُِؾَ ْٓ ِبدَ، لَذْ ُِؾَ َِ ٚ َْ ْْجُذُ وَب ٠َ َٗ َّْ اٌٍَّ َٗ فا ٌٟ اٌٍّ ُّٛدِ لَا ؽَ ٠َ 

―Whoever worshipped Mohammad, Mohammad has died. But 

whoever worships Allah, Allah is Ever-Living and never dies‖.  
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He loved the Prophet deeply but never confused love with worship. 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) warned: 

 )ؽْت الإ٠ّبْ ٌٍج١ٙمٟ(  ―أخٛف ِب أخبف ٍّٝ أِزٟ اٌؾشن اٌخفٟ‖

―What I fear most for my Ummah is hidden shirk.‖ (Bayhaqi) 

True belief in Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum erases fear. Allah says: 

ِي٨َ  ٤ُٝٮُبِ  فِِ  قِّ قَُ٪٤  } ْ  ٱلٍَّ ؿُوا َٛ تَ  زَ  ٔ ٓ  ٱلؿَّ َ  ث٧َِة ش 
َ
ْ ُِ أ ِ  ٮا  ٔ٘ٔ{ آي ّّشاْ  ۖۚ ثٱِللٍَّ

―We will cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve because 

they associate partners with Allah...‖ (Al-Imran 3:151) 

In contrast, belief brings peace: 

{  ُ ِي٨َ ءَا٦َُ٪ٮاْ وَتَ ؿِ  ٤ُٝٮُب٭٥ُُ ٧َٮ٨َِّٕ ٱلٍَّ
 ِ ِ  ثؾِِ لََ  ۗ ٱللٍَّ

َ
ِ  ؿِ ِ  ثؾِِ  أ ٧َٮ٨َِّٕ  ٱللٍَّ  ُ ٤ٮُبُ  تَ ُٞ  )1ٕ:الؿّٔؽ( {ٱ٣ 

―Those who believe and whose hearts find peace in the 

remembrance of Allah—verily in the remembrance of Allah do 

hearts find rest.‖ (Al-Ra‘d 13:28) 

Death is merely a transition. The real question is: will you be 

among those who get to see Al-Hayy, the Ever-Living, in the 

Hereafter? 

ةٌ  يٮَ ٦َٮِٕؾًٍ۬  وصُُٮهًٌ۬ } ِ  إلََِ  ( ٢٢) ٩ٍّةضََِ ؿَةًٌ۬  ة٭َ رَبّ ِّ  ٖٕ-ٕٕ{اٌم١بِخ: ٩ةَ

―Some faces that Day shall be shining and radiant. (22) Looking at 

their Lord.‖ (Al-Qiyamah 75:22-23) 
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ِ  عََلَ   رَانَ  ث٢َۜ    كََۖلٍّ } ة ٥٭ِ ٤ُٝٮُب ٍّ٦  ْ كِجُٮنَ  ك٩ََٮُا ٓ ١٤) يسَ  ٨ ٥  ٭ُ إجٍِّ  ( كََلٍّ َٔ  ِ بّ ضُٮبٮُنَ  يٮَ ٦َٮِٕؾًٍ۬  ٥  ٭ِ رٍّ ٧ٍَّع   { ل

 ٘ٔ-ٗٔاٌّيفف١ٓ:

―Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upon their hearts. 

(14) But surely, on that Day, they will be veiled from seeing their 

Lord.‖ (Al-Mutafifeen 83:14-15) 

Everything that happens—blessings or trials—is by His will and 

for a purpose. We seek no helper but Him:  

ٍ وَلََ ٩ىَِيرٍ } ِ ٨ِْ٦ وَلِِّ رضِْ و٦ََة ٣س٥َُْ ٨ْ٦ِ دُونِ اللٍَّ
َ
٧َةوَاتِ وَالْْ ُٟ الكٍّ َ لَُ م٤ُْ نٍّ اللٍَّ

َ
٥َْ٤ْٕ أ ل٥َْ تَ

َ
 {أ

 2ٓٔاٌجمشح : 

―Do you not know that to Allah belongs the dominion of the 

heavens and the earth? And besides Allah, you have no protector or 

helper.‖ (Al-Baqarah 2: 107) 

This understanding distinguishes pure monotheism from hidden 

shirk. Whatever befalls us is only by His decree: 

ِ ال٧ُْؤ٦ُِْ٪ٮنَ ٢ُْٝ ٨َْ٣ يىُِيبََ٪ة إلٍَِّ ٦َة ٠َذَتَ }
ِ ٤َٚيَْذَٮَكٍّّ ُ لَجةَ ٬ُٮَ مَٮْل٩ََةَ وَعََلَ اللٍَّ  ٔ٘{ اٌزٛثخ :اللٍَّ

―Say: Nothing will ever befall us except what Allah has written for 

us. He is our Master. And in Allah, let the believers place their 

trust." (At-Tawba 9:51)  

Many scholars interpret Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum as part of Allah‘s 

Greatest Name, the one that if invoked, guarantees a response.  The 

Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said:   
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 ِٗ ُُ اٌٍَّ ُُ ّٓ أثٟ أِبِخ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ أْ سعٛي الله فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ لبي : ) اعْ ََ الَأّ

) " َٗ َٚ " ىَ  " َْ ِّّشَا َٚ " آيِ  ِْ صٍََبسٍ : فِٟ " اٌجَمَشَحِ "  َٓ اٌمُشآ ِِ َٛسٍ   سٚاٖ اثٓ ِبعٗ. فِٟ عُ

―The greatest name of Allah is in three Surahs: Al-Baqarah, Al -

Imran and Ta-Ha.‖ (Ibn Maajah)  

In all three, Al-Hayy Al-Qayyum appears. 

Another hadith confirms its power:A man invoked: 

َّ ٌه اٌؾّذُ، لا ئٌٗ ئلا أٔذ  َّ ئٟٔ أعأٌُه ثأ ّٓ أٔظٍ سمٟ الله ّٕٗ أْ سعًٍب دّب فمبي : اٌٍٙ

ُّ ٠ب ل١َٛ، فمبي إٌجٟ  ُِ اٌغّبٚاد ٚالأسكِ، ٠ب را اٌغلاي ٚالإوشاَ، ٠ب ؽ اٌَّّبْ، ثذ٠

َٟ ثٗ أعبة، ٚئرا عُئً ثٗ أّيٝ : » صلى الله عليه وسلم ِّٗ الأَُّ اٌزٞ ئرا دُّ  «.ٌمذ دّب ثبع

―O Allah, I ask You by the fact that all praise is Yours. There is no 

god but You, the Bestower, the Creator of the heavens and the 

earth, the Possessor of Majesty and Honor, Ya Hayy, Ya Qayyum.‖ 

The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon Him) said: ―He has called 

upon Allah by His Greatest Name. When He is called by it, He 

responds, and when He is asked by it, He gives.‖ (Tirmidhi, Abu 

Dawood, An-Nasa‘i) 
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Elements to Adopt in our Character 

1. Call Upon Allah with These Names in Times of Hardship: 

Understand the power of the names Al-Hayy (The Ever-

Living) and Al-Qayyum (The Sustainer of All), and use them 

in your supplications during difficulty. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 

would say in times of distress: 

 ”٠ب ؽٟ ٠ب ل١َٛ ثشؽّزه أعزغ١ش―وبْ إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚ عٍُ ئرا وشثٗ أِش لبي: 

 )اثٓ ؽجبْ(

―Ya Hayy, Ya Qayyum, I seek refuge in Your mercy.‖ (Ibn 

Hibban) 

He also advised his daughter Fatimah to say each morning and 

evening: 

 ٌفبىّخ سمٟ الله ّٕٙب : لٌٟٛ ئرا أفجؾذ ٚئرا أِغ١ذ:لبي إٌجٟ فٍٝ الله ١ٍّٗ ٚعٍُ 

٠ب ؽٟ ٠ب ل١َٛ ثشؽّزه أعزغ١ش، أفٍؼ ٌٟ ؽأٟٔ وٍٗ، ٚلا رىٍٕٟ ئٌٝ ٔفغٟ ىشفخ ‖

 ]، ٚغ١شُ٘.سٚاٖ إٌغبئٟ ٚاٌؾبوُ ٚاٌج١ٙمٟ[.―١ّٓ

―Ya Hayy Ya Qayyum, by Your mercy I seek assistance. Rectify 

all of my affairs and do not leave me to myself, even for the blink 

of an eye.‖ 

Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim said: ―Calling on Allah by these two names 

has a powerful impact in relieving hardship and reviving your 

strength—whether physical, emotional, or spiritual‖. 

2. Revive Your Heart Spiritually: Call upon Al-Hayy to bring life 

to your heart. A living heart recognizes truth, feels remorse for 

sin, and draws nearer to Allah. A dead heart feels nothing. 

Keep your heart alive with remembrance, prayer, and sincere 

repentance. 
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3. Trust That Allah Will Sustain You: Have full reliance on Al-

Hayy Al-Qayyum, who never neglects His creation. Reflect on 

His perfection and constant care. Whatever you need—health, 

sustenance, guidance—He is the source and sustainer. 

رضِْ   }
َ
ِ رزِرُْ٭َة و٦ََة ٨ْ٦ِ دَاثٍّحٍ فِِ الْْ  ٙ٘ٛد:  {إلٍَِّ عََلَ اللٍَّ

―There is no creature on earth but that upon Allah is its 

provision,‖ (Hud 11:6) 

4. Be a Support to Others: Embody the spirit of Qayyumiyyah by 

supporting others in their needs. Extend your help wherever 

you can, ease people‘s burdens, and be a source of strength and 

stability for your family and community. The prophet (peace 

and blessing be upon Him) said: 

"ْٓ ْٓ َٔفَّظَ َِ َّ ٍٓ ِِ ْٓ وُشْثَخً ُِإْ ١َْٔب وُشَةِ ِِ ُٗ َٔفَّظَ اٌذُّ ُٗ اٌٍَّ ْٕ ْٓ وُشْثَخً َّ َِ وُشَةِ ِِ ْٛ َِخِ ٠َ  اٌْم١َِب

ْٓ َِ ْْغِشٍ ٍََّٝ ٠َغَّشَ َٚ ُٗ ٠َغَّشَ ُِ ِٗ اٌٍَّ ١َْٔب فِٝ ١ٍََّْ ْٓ َٚا٢خِشَحِ اٌذُّ َِ ًّب عَزَشَ َٚ ُٖ ُِغٍِْ ُٗ عَزَشَ  اٌٍَّ

١َْٔب فِٝ ُٗ َٚا٢خِشَحِ اٌذُّ ْٛ فِٝ َٚاٌٍَّ َْجْذِ َِّْ َْ َِب اٌْ َْجْذُ وَب ِْ فِٝ اٌْ ْٛ َّ ِٗ  ." أَخ١ِ

 )ِغٍُ(

―He who removes from a believer one of his difficulties of this 

world, Allah will remove one of his troubles on the Day of 

Resurrection; and he who finds relief for a hard-pressed person, 

Allah will make things easy for him on the Day of 

Resurrection; he who covers up (the faults and sins) of a 

Muslim, Allah will cover up (his faults and sins) in this world 

and in the Hereafter. Allah supports His slave as long as the 

slave is supportive of his brother‖. (Muslim) 
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Afterword 

The Glorious Names of Allah 

Several of the Glorious Names that ae listed below have not yet 

been included in this edition of the book. The author intends to 

address these additional names in a future edition.":   

 

1  Allah (الله)    The Greatest Name 

2  Ar-Rahman (ّٓاٌشؽ)  The All-Compassionate 

3  Ar-Rahim (ُاٌشؽ١)   The All-Merciful 

4  Al-Malik (اٌٍّه)   The Absolute Ruler 

5  Al-Quddus (اٌمذٚط)  The Pure One 

6  As-Salam (َاٌغلا)   The Source of Peace 

7  Al-Mu'min (ِٓاٌّإ)  The Inspirer of Faith 

8  Al-Muhaymin (ّٓا١ٌّٙ)  The Guardian 

9  Al-Aziz (اٌْض٠ض)   The Victorious 

10  Al-Jabbar (اٌغجبس)   The Compeller 

11  Al-Mutakabbir (اٌّزىجش)  The Greatest 
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12  Al-Khaliq (اٌخبٌك)   The Creator 

13  Al-Bari' (اٌجبسب)   The Maker of Order 

14  Al-Musawwir (اٌّقٛس)  The Shaper of Beauty 

15  Al-Ghaffar (اٌغفبس)   The Forgiving 

16  Al-Qahhar (اٌمٙبس)   The Subduer 

17  Al-Wahhab (اٌٛ٘بة)  The Giver of All 

18  Ar-Razzaq (اٌشصاق)   The Sustainer 

19  Al-Fattah (اٌفزبػ)   The Opener 

20  Al-`Alim (ُا١ٌٍْ)   The Knower of All 

21  Al-Qabid (اٌمبثل)   The Constrictor 

22  Al-Basit (اٌجبعو)   The Reliever 

23  Al-Khafid (اٌخبفل)  The Abaser 

24  Ar-Rafi (ِاٌشاف)   The Exalter 

25  Al-Mu'izz (اٌّْض)   The Bestower of Honors 

26  Al-Mudhill (اٌّزي)   The Humiliator 

27  As-Sami (ِاٌغ١ّ)   The Hearer of All 

28  Al-Basir (اٌجق١ش)   The Seer of All 
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29  Al-Hakam (ُاٌؾى)   The Judge 

30  Al-`Adl (اٌْذي)   The Just 

31  Al-Latif (اٌٍي١ف)   The Subtle One 

32  Al-Khabir (اٌخج١ش)   The All-Aware 

33  Al-Halim (ُاٌؾ١ٍ)   The Forbearing 

34  Al-Azim (ُا١ٌَْ)   The Magnificent 

35  Al-Ghafur (اٌغفٛس)   The Forgiver and Hider of Faults 

36  Ash-Shakur (اٌؾىٛس)  The Rewarder of Thankfulness 

37  Al-Ali (ٌٍْٝا)   The Highest 

38  Al-Kabir (اٌىج١ش)   The Greatest 

39  Al-Hafiz (ٌاٌؾف١)   The Preserver 

40  Al-Muqit (اٌّم١ذ)   The Nourisher 

41  Al-Hasib (اٌؾغ١ت)   The Accounter 

42  Al-Jalil (ًاٌغ١ٍ)   The Mighty 

43  Al-Karim (ُاٌىش٠)   The Generous 

44  Ar-Raqib (اٌشل١ت)   The Watchful One 

45  Al-Mujib (اٌّغ١ت)   The Responder to Prayer 
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46  Al-Wasi (ِاٌٛاع)   The All-Comprehending 

47  Al-Hakim (ُاٌؾى١)   The Perfectly Wise 

48  Al-Wadud (اٌٛدٚد)   The Loving One 

49  Al-Majid (اٌّغ١ذ)   The Majestic One 

50  Al-Ba'ith (اٌجبّش)   The Resurrector 

51  Ash-Shahid (اٌؾ١ٙذ)  The Witness 

52  Al-Haqq (اٌؾك)   The Truth 

53  Al-Wakil (ًاٌٛو١)   The Trustee 

54  Al-Qawiyy (ٜٛاٌم)   The Possessor of All Strength 

55  Al-Matin (ٓاٌّز١)   The Forceful One 

56  Al-Waliyy (ٌٌٝٛا)   The Governor 

57  Al-Hamid (اٌؾ١ّذ)   The Praised One 

58  Al-Muhsi (ٝاٌّؾق)  The Appraiser 

59  Al-Mubdi' (اٌّجذب)   The Originator 

60  Al-Mu'id (ا١ٌّْذ)   The Restorer 

61  Al-Muhyi (ٝاٌّؾ١)   The Giver of Life 

62  Al-Mumit (ا١ٌّّذ)   The Taker of Life 
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63  Al-Hayy (ٟاٌؾ)   The Ever Living One 

64  Al-Qayyum (َٛاٌم١)   The Self-Existing One 

65  Al-Wajid (اٌٛاعذ)   The Finder 

66  Al-Majid (اٌّبعذ)   The Glorious 

67  Al-Wahid (اٌٛاؽذ)   The One, the All Inclusive,  

The Indivisible 

68  As-Samad (اٌقّذ)   The Satisfier of All Needs 

69  Al-Qadir (اٌمبدس)   The All Powerful 

70  Al-Muqtadir (اٌّمزذس)  The Creator of All Power 

71  Al-Muqaddim (َاٌّمذ)  The Expediter 

72  Al-Mu'akhkhir (اٌّإخش)  The Delayer 

73  Al-Awwal (الأٚي)   The First 

74  Al-Akhir (الأخش)   The Last 

75  Az-Zahir (اٌَب٘ش)   The Manifest One 

76  Al-Batin (ٓاٌجبى)   The Hidden One 

77  Al-Wali (ٌٟاٌٛا)   The Protecting Friend 

78  Al-Muta'ali (ٌٟاٌّزْب)  The Supreme One 
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79  Al-Barr (اٌجش)   The Doer of Good 

80  At-Tawwab (اٌزٛاة)  The Guide to Repentance 

81  Al-Muntaqim (ُإٌّزم)  The Avenger 

82  Al-'Afuww (ٛاٌْف)   The Forgiver 

83  Ar-Ra'uf (اٌشؤٚف)   The Clement 

84  Malik-al-Mulk (ِبٌه اٌٍّه) The Owner of All 

85  Dhu-al-Jalal wa-al-Ikram (َرٚ اٌغلاي ٚ الإوشا)   

The Lord of Majesty and Bounty 

86  Al-Muqsit (اٌّمغو)   The Equitable One 

87  Al-Jami' (ِِاٌغب)   The Gatherer 

88  Al-Ghani (ٕٝاٌغ)   The Rich One 

89  Al-Mughni (ٕٝاٌّغ)   The Enricher 

90  Al-Mani'(ِٔاٌّب)   The Preventer of Harm 

91  Ad-Darr (اٌنبس)   The Creator of The Harmful 

92  An-Nafi' (ِإٌبف)   The Creator of Good 

93  An-Nur (إٌٛس)   The Light 

94  Al-Hadi (ٞاٌٙبد)   The Guide 



 296 

95  Al-Badi (ِاٌجذ٠)   The Originator 

96  Al-Baqi (ٟاٌجبل)   The Everlasting One 

97  Al-Warith (اٌٛاسس)   The Inheritor of All 

98  Ar-Rashid (اٌشؽ١ذ)   The Righteous Teacher 

99  As-Sabur (اٌقجٛس)   The Patient One 
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